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miRODUGTORY REMARKS TO TH£ PUBLIC. 



The author of this unprdendtng volu/me being a Southern 
man by birth and education, by marpage and location, by 
every sacred tie and interest, political, religious, social, and 
domestic, which makes life desirable, but, by force of cir- 
eumstances, driven from his home and all the endearing and 
hallowed associations of life, and thrown into communities 
in which all faces are strange and all eyes look with in- 
difTeaance on the heaH-crvshed refugee as he passes by in 
sad, alent, and lonely meditation, and presuming under 
drcuii^stances so inauspicious to appear before his country* 
men iii the unenviable character of an author, it may be due 
to himself, as well as to a virtuous, intelligent, and patriotic 
public, to briefly give a few incidents connected with ids 
past life. 

He was born in Pendleton district, South Carolina, on 
the 16th day of October, 1814. His parents were pious and 
respectable, and both his &ther and mother, James a»d 
Nancy Hunnicutt, were natives of South Carolina. 

In the month of February, 1834, he came as a student to 
Randolph Macon College, Virginia, at which institution he 
remained until the spring of 1886. 

In the month of June, 1836, he married Miss Martha 
Frances Smith, the only surviving daughter of Dr. Charles 
Smith, dececbsedy o£ Lunenburg county, Virginia. 

In the month of April, 1847, he moved to Fredericks- 
burg, Virginia, and located in that dty, in which he re- 
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mained a rendent up to tlie 29th of August, 1862, at which 
time the city was being evacuated by General Burnside. 

On the 8d of April, 1850, his wife departed this life; and 
a hetter woman and a more devoted Chriaiidn never Uoed nor 
died. Her precious remains lie at rest in the Fredericks- 
burg (Va.) Cemetery. She was the m^jiher of six childrea : 
three are in heaven, and three were living last June. 

In the month of August, 1854, he married Miss Elvira 
M. Samuel, of Fredericksburg, Va., his second and present 
wife. She has no child. 

On the 4th of December, 1848, he commenced the pub- 
lication of the " Fredericksburg (Va.) Christian Banner,*' 
md was the editor and proprietor of that journal until th# 
9th of May, 1861, at which time, by ^ce of circumstances 
which he could not control, as the subsequent pages of this 
work will explain, he sucpended its publication, and re- 
mained a quiet, but anxious, observer of passing events 
until the 18th of April, 1862, at which time Fredericks- 
burg was delivered over to the military authorities of the 
United States Government by tiie civil authorities of tiiat 
town. 

On the 9th of May, 1862, he resumed Yhe publication oi 
the "Christian Banner;'* but, owing to the scarcity ci 
paper, and wanting other feunlities, occasioned by the rebel- 
lion against the Government of the United States, the 
''Christian Banner," of necessity, was reduced to half its 
original size. When he closed his office in May, 1861» 
there was a small quantity of paper left on hand, whidi 
served for the first issue in May, 1862. There being at 
this time no facilities of transportation of goods by whidi 
citizens could obtain them from the North, and being 
unable to obtain white pi^r in Fredericksburg, ha was 
advised to continue its publication on brown paper, — ^whioh 
he did. 

Prior to the commencement of the poblicfttkm of the 
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''Clirifltian BwiMtr" in ld«B, he publUMd immui nMll 
workSk principally, howeyw, of a religioiu and eontrorenial 
eharacter, which, for the most part, were circulated in Vir^ 
ginia and the Soathem Statee. 

His prominent position before the public for the last 
thirteen years of his life as the editor and proprietor of a 
widely'droulating newspaper, and being a minister of the 
goq>el ioT more than thirty years, should, in his humble 
^pimorif entitle him to some share of public oonfidence, 
although a stranger and a r^ugee in the midst of strangers. 

In politics, he has always been a ComiiivJtiynjal Democrat, 
according to the true political and etymological meaning of 
that term. He is r^ow an uncomprommng Southern UTviion 
m<m, which it is presumed no one will question after read- 
ing the subsequent pages of this volume. He is no office- 
seeker, — ^has never ashed for, nor held, any office, either 
under the Government of the Uuited States, in any in- 
dividual State, county, corporation, or ndghborhood. Hia 
highest aspirations are to serve his God and country and 
j^vance the cause of true Christianity and promote the 
happiness of his fellow-man. Prompted by a sense of doty, 
wUdi he feels that he owes to his God and country, his 
wife and children, to his churches and to himself, has 
induced the publication of this volume. 

On Friday, the 29th of August, 1862, about five o'dock 
pji', a Mend of the author came in full haste on horseback 
to his house, to advise him to leave Fredericksburg without 
a moment's delay, as the Confederate troops were supposed 
to be rapidly advancing in great numbers and were nearly 
in sight of the town. On receiving this intelligence, he 
hastened to take leave of his wife, who, on taking the part- 
ing hand, said, **FareufeU, ?ny dear huabcmd; take care of 
yowrseJf, and I mil pray constantly for you, and I tuill 
pray to the good Z<yrd to watch over you and to take caert 
of you. FtMrewell, farewell, my deaa- husbands 
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And "With a spirit eruslied to earth, and a heart over- 
whelmed with grief, the author was driven out from his 
house, his home, his wife, and from all that makes life de» 
sirable on earth, to wander in solitude and sorrow among 
strangers. And, to add to the poignancy of indescribable 
grief which already preyed upon his deeply-throbbing heart, 
he was insulted and treated with contempt by secessionistB 
as he left his house and walked through the streets to the 
car-bridge across the Rappahannock River, over whidi he 
had to pass. And thus, after having been watched, sue^ 
picioned, persecuted, proscribed, ostracized, and having his 
very house eavesdropped by contemptible scoundrels and 
damnable traitors for more than twelve long months, was 
jftt last driven from his home^ his wife^ his aU on earth, 
amidst the taunts, indignities, and insults of the worthless, 
the vile, the Grod-forsaken, and the hell-deserving. 

On arriving at the head-quarters of General Burnside, 
which were on the north side of the Rappahannock River, 
as the author stood on the hill and looked over upon the 
devoted city, as the sun threw back his golden hues on tiie 
towering steeples, the tops of the beautiful houses, the lofty 
hill-tops in the fer distance, and the lovely valley of the 
Rappahannock, and contrasted these with the awful gran- 
deur of a mighty army with guns planted and all drawn 
up in battle-array, skirting the hills and bank of the beau- 
tiful Rappahannock River, as it h/ved the base of the hills 
on which the army was stationed, — as he stood and viewed 
the beautiful, sublime, but terrible melancholy scene before 
him, thoughts of the past, the present, and the horrible 
prospects of the future crowded his mind in such quick 
succession, that, for the first time in his life, he felt in good 
earnest as if he wanted to taste the sweets of death. His phi- 
losophy wellnigh forsook him. And for what was all this? 
Had he committed murder or larceny? Was he flying 
from justice? No: nothing of the tuid. What tton? 
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Baesiue <rf hm umij'mg devotioa to kis comitiy, kis i$imim 
tion cf aece»tim, traHon, tmd treaaot^ Thu rtflaotioii nervmi 
lum to the resolve to meet the yeiy worst iaaue that might 
be forced open him. 

On Saturday night, the 30th of August, 1S62, he arrived 
in Washington City, where he remained, aednded firoa 
nearly all society except his dear friends and fellow-eof- 
forers in tribulation, his fellow-refugees from Fredericka- 
burg and its vicinity, of whom there were a goodly number, 
vntil the 5th of November, 1862, at whidi time he left 
Wadiington City, and on the night of the same day he 
arrived with his little son, in the dty of Philadelphia, Pa., 
whffire he has remained in peaceful retirement up to tha 
hour of writing this Inrief introductory sketch. To $a^ Uu 
than this, is hardly pomble ; to say more than thiS| may be 
unnecessary. 

In oonclurion, the autiH>r would req)ectfully offer a few 
brief remark in religion to the present volume which is 
now offisredto the American pec^le. In preparing this 
.work %T the press, the author has labored under the most 
unfavorable circumstances, as tiie intelligent reader may 
readily allow when he is informed that every word in this 
bode has been written and coped by die author's own hand 
rince he has been a refugee. Having no documents to aid 
him except the files of the ''Christian Banner," he was 
forced to copy every extract which is introduced into this 
work. The deeply afflicting circumstances, also, under 
which the autiiior has labored while preparing this volume 
for the press, wiU, no doubt, be taken into consideration by 
the intelligent reader. 

This book, as the reader will observe, is divided into two 
parts. The first part contains sundry editorials which were 
published in the "Christian Banner," beginning as far 
back as the month of March, 1860, and continued until the 
9th of May, 1861. From these editorials, and the matter 

1* 
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eontained in the first part of this book, the reader will 
learn some of the agencies, inflnences, intrignes, &e. &e. 
-Vfhich were nsed by the arch-traitors of this rebellion to 
consummate their plot of damnable treason against liie 
(Jovemment of the United States. These editorials having 
been published during the time of the great national ex- 
citement, and in the y&cj heeyii of the rebellion, entitle 
them to more than ordinary consideration, as they were 
written and published while the scenes were being acted 
out, and, therefore, are certainly more accurate and correct 
than if written simply from memory. From March, 1860, 
to May, 1861, the certainty of a dissolution of the Union, 
in the event of certain contingencies, and the horrors of 
secession, revolution, and civil war, were kept promineatly 
before the readers of the ** Christian Banner," to deter 
them from committing the suicidal act which the author 
kneWf if committed, would inevitably plunge Ae whole 
country into ruin. Writing so repeatedly on tiie same sub- 
jects — ^the Union, secession, the intrigues of politidans, idie 
certainty of a dissolution, and the horrors of civil war, Sm. 
.&c.— of necessity cam^s a sameness of Isaiguage and ideas 
in some articles, which it is hoped by the author will be 
excused by the patriotic and intelligent reader. During 
the time these editorials were being published in the 
** Banner," some said they would " lock them up, and keep 
them," for the purpose in after-years "to prove the editor 
*a false prophet.*' Let them now do it. 

The circumstances connected with this deep, dark, and 
damnable conspiracy against the United States Government 
are gradually unfolded to the mind of the reader, until he 
reaches the culminating-point, the iaerifice of Vir§finia, 
when the testimony becomes overwhelming, and every 
doubt is irresistibly swept from the mind, however skeptical 
that mind may be. 

The second part of this work embraces all the leading 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



nmoDiTCTaRY ssxabss. nc 

tfditoriais of the '* Ohrifitian Banner" during its pnblieatiott 
from the time of the occupancy ci Fredericksburg by the 
United States troops to the time of the eyacuatioii of the 
town by General Bomside in August, 1862. From these 
editorials the reader will learn something of the conditioii 
of affairs in and about Fredericksburg during the time that 
thai iil/ated city was held by iiie Federals. 

There is one fact connected with this subject which k of 
great and vital importance to the author, and one whidi 
the intelligent reader cannot fedl at once to appreciate. It is 
'tiie following. The editorials ci the "Chnstian Banner'* 
before the war, and the editorials of the ''Christian Banner** 
once the war, which are published in this book, were pub- 
lished m the same town, in the same office, by the Aune 
hands, and circulated in the same oommunity : if, ther^ 
lore, the author had written falsely, every man, woman, 
and child in that community oould and would have risen 
up and d^iouaced his editorials as fiBdsehoods and a base 
imposition on the public. This &ot alone is suffieient to 
carry conviction to the mind of the intelligent reader as to 
the truth and correctness of the statements of the author. 
Moreover, the author hopes to be able to secure for this 
woi^ a large circulation among the p^h of the South, 
believing as he does that ike iactB and truths contained in 
it would be heartily endorsed by thousands of the Southem 
j>eople, if they could only throw off the iron yoke which 
the arch-traitors of this diabolical oompiracy have forced 
upon their necks. We join iadue with the leaders in this 
rebellion, and not with the people. The leaders forced the 
war upon the people^ and then have the unblushing impu- 
dence to say, "It's the people's war;** "the people got it 
up, and the people must fight it out." It is an mfamcua 
i^ upon the people. The people never wanted war; the 
people never got it up : the accursed leaders got it up, and 
make the people fight it out. Just as if a tyrant, with a 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



X IirTEODUCTOKY REMARKS. 

loaded pistol pointed at the head of his servant, says, 
*' Thrust your hand into the fire, or 111 blow your brains 
out ;" when in goes the hand; and when it is burned to a 
crisp, the demon tyrant says, "You did it; it was your 
own act; you have no one. to blame but yourself." But we 
must close these remarks. 

That this unpretending volume may serve some humble 
part in helping to put down this ungodly rebellion, and in 
restoring peace, order, prosperity, and happiness to the 
country; that the leaders in this rebellion may receive 
punishment commensurate with their crimes ; that the 
people who have been deceived by them and led into ruin 
may see their error, renounce tkeir leaders, and return to 
their former loyalty to the Union ; that refugees everywhere 
may be blessed of God and cared for by their fellow-citizens; 
that their wives and children may be provided for and pro- 
tected by Heaven from all harm ; that the time may speedily 
come when the "Star-Spangled Banner" shall be thrown to 
the breeze from the top of every Capitol and State-House 
in the Union; that tyrants and despots may be crushed; 
that liberty «uid freedom may triumph over slavery and 
despotism; that secession, with all its horrible train of 
curses, may be etemoMy damned; that the Union may 
continue "one and inseparable, now and forever;" that 
Qod in mercy may overrule all things for the ultimate 
good of the whole people; that the reader may be blessed, 
the country redeemed, and the world saved, — ^is the sincere 
wish and constant prayer of the 

Author. 
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THE CONSPIRACY UNVEILED. 



CHAPTER L 



THE AUTHORS DEVOTION TO THE UNION — TERRIBLE RE- 
SULTS OP A DISSOLUTION FORESHADOWED — ^EDITORIAL 
OF MARCH 8, 1860. 



DISSOLVE THE UNION. 

Of all the terribly wild and wicked infatuations that 
has ever befallen any nation since the creation of man, 
sorely the most awfoUy redclees and roinoas has seized 
the American people. 

To dissolve the Union in thought is wicked, in 
word it is treason, in act would be to damn a nation 
wholly. Dissolve the Union I And then, what? Then 
may holy angels weep, and all the sainted patriots who 
fell in freedom's cause on American soil veil their faces 
at the departed glory of the happiest and most highly- 
favored people to be found on the pages of the world's 
great history I Then may devils damned laugh at the 
finished folly of man, and chant in fiendish anthems 
ihe utteif annihilation of the purest fcnm of govern- 
ment the world has ever known I Dissolve the Union, 
and civil war begins ; fire and sword, carnage, blood, 
death, peetilaice, and woe, like a fearful, desolating 
waQxnc^ from haaaren, would sweep over " the land of 
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the free, and the home of the braye," involving aU in 
the common ruin. 

Dissolve the Union, and the Gonstituticm ia gone! 
loBtl lostl forever lofit! 

The " Star-Spangled Banner" would wave no longer, 
inspiring American hearts with confidence of the free- 
dom of speech, the freedom of the press, and the rights 
of conscience 1 No: the liberty of speech, the liberty 
of the press, and the rights of conscience would all 
be crushed to earth, — ^trampled into dust beneath the 
unhallowed feet of wicked tyrants and bloodthirsty 
despots! 

Dissolve the Union, and the South is dissolved, and 
the North is dissolved, and the whole Confederacy is 
dissolved! It is vanity — ^the consummation of folly — 
to talk about North and South, if the Union be dis- 
solved! All confidence, not only between North aad 
South, but between man and man, would be destroyed* 
Brother would meet brother, sword and bayonet in 
hand, — ^brother against brother, father against son, 
said son against feither. A man's enemies would be 
everywhere, and his friends nowhere. Enemies abroad 
and enemies at home, without a Constitution, without 
a Congress, without a country, and — ^may we not say? — 
without a God. For how could such a people look 
unto and call upon a Gkni of justice, love, and mercy, 
having spumed all his blessings and dashed their 
Uood-bought pri\dlege6 into the dust? 

The Constitution of these United States should be 
as sacred to the American people as was the Ark of 
the CovenarU to God's ancient Israel. Let no polluted 
hand touch the Constitution. It is the legacy — ^the 
great national legacy — left us by our ancestors. It is 
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Hie price of blood, — i^ blood of brave in6n,-<4he blood 
of patriots, who lov«d liberty, fought for liberty, bled 
for liberty, died for liberty. Let every true-hearted 
patriot, every American citizen, lay his hands on tho 
altar of his God and the Constitution of his country, 
and swear by the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,— 
by Ihe God of all the holy apostles, — ^by the God of 
Washington and the signers of the ''Deolaratk>n of 
Independence," and by the God of our patriotic ances* 
tors, — to live or die, stand or fall, by the CimstitutioQ 
of these United States. 

It is supreme nonsense to talk of a '^ peaceable 
dissolution" of the Union. It is just as reasonable 
to talk of concord between God and Sa4an, or of 
banncHiizing the laws of heaven and helL The £Mi 
is, dissolve the Union, and all is lost^ — ^ixrevooabi^ 
lostt Who is prqtared to meet the issue? Let him 
speak* 



CHAPTEE IL 



SIGNS OP DISSOLUTION — OHAELESTON CONVENTION — SE- 
CEDEES JUBILANT — COEEUPTION OF POLITICIANS, ETC., 
ETC. 

Fob a number of years we had been fearfully im- 
pressed with the idea of an eruption in the Federal 
Government, produced by the officious intermeddling 
of the ultra Abolitionists of the North, and the reck- 
less, hot-headed ''fire-eaters" of the South. We were 
ocmvinced tiiat, if ever these two et^^&es sluwld 
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meet, rcrvelntioii and dvil war w<mld be d» mtiUi. 
Hence, we anxiously watched the coarse of political 
events more critically than many of our Meads had 
ftapposed. Having witnessed, when a boy,* the tm* 
Imppy state of excitement in South OaroHna on the 
t[ueetion of '* Nullification and Union/' we dreaded to 
pass through another scene so exciting, unpleasant, 
and destructive to the social and religious privileges 
and enjoyments of the people: 

Prior to the assembling of the "National Demo- 
cratic Convention" in Charleston, South Carolina, on 
the 23d of April, 1860, we were constantly ta)ubled 
with a strange pres^itiment that some terrible catas- 
trophe was about to befall our happy country. It 
will be remembered that great confusion and excite*- 
ment commenced with the organization of the^ Con- 
vention, occasioned by Mr. Fisher's insisting upon 
his right to present a letter from the Wood dei&g9i» 
tion, with a resolution attached. The Chairman, 
Francis B. Floumoy, deciding that the subject was 
out of order, a spirited debate took place upon the 
resolution providing for the appointment of a com- 
mittee upon permanent organization. Without entering 
into the details of that ever-memorable Convention, 
suffice it to say that the delegates from South Carolina, 
Mississippi, Arkansas, Louisiana, Texas, Florida, <fec. 
&c., withdrew from the Convention; whereupon the 
wildest ^ithusiastic excitmnent prevailed among the 
friends of the iseeeding party, and salutes were given 
in honor of the seeeders. Why was all this ? And 
what was it but the strongest demonstration the 
people could give of their delight at thd pj^ospective 
down&U of the Bepnblic? In scanning the i»x>ceedT 
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iiigs of tlwt Oonyai^ioii, ai^ the final raralt^ tagetiMr 
with the manifeat jabilant spirit of the seceding party, 
and Hokt o{ their adherents all over the Sonth, onr 
heart sickened; and our ^irit was stirred within ns, 
and in die number of the " Christian Banner" of Ifaj 
the 3d, I860, we wrote the following editorial : — 

"CHARLESTON DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION. 

'^ We had thought at one time to say nothing about 
the Gharlestcm Democratic Convention. But what 
friend to his God and country can forbear ? Who can 
loc^ into the awful future and wiUi almost a prophetic 
eye bdiold the destiny of this great republic, and hold 
hb peace ? What true, patriotic American citifl^ can 
be an indifferent looker-on ? Nme. 

''Our oountry has readied a fearful crisis. The 
whole political Ma is in a state of universal commotion, 
while a¥rful storms are looming up from every poini 
of the compass, all rapidly converging to a single re^ 
milt, the overthrow of the rypubUe. Political corruption 
will prove the downfall of our once happy oonniry. 
D«iy it who may, political corruption is doing its 
heUi$h woA. 

'* Does the secession of Alabama, Mississippi, Loui* 
fiiana, South Cardina, Florida, Arkansas, Delaware, and 
Texas from the Charl^ton G(mvention, i»x^;nosticate 
nothing? Who will say so? They quarrel eJborxi 
pta^brma, and fight ghosts and phantoms, when, in 
fetct, it is m^i, money, and fame that absorbs their 
mind, consumes their time, and is w<^king the ruin of 
tiie Union. The wIk^ body politic is corrupt to the 
very core, Fnan the crowns <rf their heads even unto 

2* 
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ih^ir leet thej are naaght but one great mttis of po^ 
litical corruption. The loaves and fishes, tiie spoils of 
government, to occupy high places, to fill important 
offices, and fatten and revel (^ of the sweat and toil 
of the people, is the ultimatum of the ambition of most 
modem politicians. We soorn to advocate any eudu 
course of reckless, wicked, traitorous conduct in any 
man, or set of men, 

" What patriotic soul would hold connection with a 
party of men who are sapping the foundation of our 
Government? Let party men and party measi:ffes 
sink into the deepest and darkest shades of politioal 
damnation t Our country has been duped, gulled, 
swindled, oppressed, and crushed too long already by 
8yoq>hantio knaves, turn-coat politicians, and cwl-- 
temptible demagogues, who sto<^ lower than the cZetnZ 
would to get into office, and, after being promoted by 
ttie dear people, are totally unfit, for want oi principle 
and good sense, to manage the a&irs of Government. 
Despite all the men on earth and devils damned, we 
will staxKi by the Constitution and the flag of the 
Union until we die." 

From the time of the publication of the above i^de 
we became a marked man by many of the party- 
leaders ccmtemplating secession. We knew it not at 
ihe time, so gradual and cautious were the means 
used to crush our influence. We were advised to 
*^ write nothing on political subjects." ** The * Banner' 
was a literary and religious journal," and the ''organ 
of a religious denomination," and should, therefore, 
refrain from entering into political discussions, for iear 
of doing "injury to the cause of Christianity," "the 
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dencRbinitioiiy'' and, fonootli, for fear the editor dionld 
kee '' pc^ularity afid patronage" I 

For miniflters to dabble in the muddy, filthy waters 
of politicsy we 8lwB,yQ regarded ae a lea{> from the truly 
Bublime to the suprem^y ridiculous. But for min* 
ifiters to write and talk in defence of their country, is 
patriotic, commendable, honorable, Christian, Grodlike; 
and we now deeply regret that we had not devoted 
every column of our paper to the cause of our beloved 
country. And we also regret, and feel partially con- 
demned, that we did not travel all over the State of 
Virginia and deliver speeches in bdudf .of the Unioni 
in behalf of our country. Now we have no home, no 
chur<^, and no permanent abiding-plaoe, — a refugee 
and an exile frcmi our quiet, peaceful, happy home, 
because we loved our country and tried to save her 
frcon rain. 



CHAPTER ni. 

POLITICAL CHAKOK3 — ^THE AITTHOE PEXOC&ATIO — ^WAB 

8PI&IT, Era Exa 

" Eye nature's walks, shoot folly as it flies, 
Ajid catch the manners Hying as they rise.'* 

. Steabily watching the current of events, in the 
niunber of the 'Christian Banner' of June the 7th, 
1860^ we wrote the following :— 

'' Just think how easily politicians slide out of the 
minOTiiy into the majority party, in their respective 
counties, districts, &c. &c., and how easily they am 
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dip back when the popular current turns. To-day, a 
fellow is fighting for life and death in one place to raise 
high the standard of Know-Nothingism, <fec., and to 
crush out Democracy; and to-morrow he is in some 
other section, fighting like a tiger to crush Know- 
Nothingism, &C., and to raise the Democratic standard. 

"Since the fwlure of the Whig organization and 
administration, thousands upon thousands who were 
once rampant Whigs have taken shelter in the Demo- 
cratic ranks and fattened under the Democratic ad- 
ministration. Should the Democratic administration 
fail, thousands who belong to that party now will 
wheel right round and join in with the popular ad- 
ministration party, whatever it may be, and sioear they 
were right all the time and acting perfectly consistent, 
but the dear people were such dolts as not to be able to 
understand and comprehend them and their principles. 

" Look round and think a moment. How many of 
the blustering, wrathy, frothy, sycc^hantic, disgusting 
Democratic demagogues who are now cutting up fan- 
tastic tricks sufficient to excite the scorn and contempt 
of all gentlemen and true patriots, were once as brain- 
less, unprincipled, and uncompromising Whigs ? The 
popular current turned, and they turned in with it. 
Yes ; and let the popular current turn again, and again 
they will turn in with it, — ^theyll slide in. They've 
* slid' in, and they've * slid' out ; and they'll slide-in, 
and they'll slide out, just as often as there are great 
national political evolutions and they find it to their 
interest to keep on sliding and changing. 

" The people of these United States are gulled, duped, 
and led on to the very brink of political ruin by this ava^ 
lanehe of unprincipled political harpies, and seem to be 
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teekieBR and perfectly indtfierent as to tbe trnp^ading 
dsDger. Wbea unprincipled men hold the reins of 
government, fere well to liberty, he^piness^ country, 
and all/ Nor is this all. If a man of the party have 
the moral courage, the political honesty, the nati^xnal . 
patriotism, to expose the corruption and political in<- 
trigues of the leaders, be is branded as a traitor and 
politically damned by the party, 

"Our country has approached a terrible crisis, and 
fallen on evil times. Jackson, Clay, Webster, and 
a host of others, who formed the mighty galaxy of our 
national glory, have passed away, and with them the 
happiness, tranquillity, and prosperity of our country; 
and we. fbar it will not be long until our national liberty 
shall pass away also. 

*^ Democracy I T:\i\a\B 9b pcwerfulvford, WeJot^it 
We heartily endorse the principle contained in it. Did 
you ever &ink of its true meaning, reader ? It comes 
from two beautiful Greek words, demos, the people^ 
and kraioBj power, iovereignty^ and simply means power 
lodged dn the people. BeTnokratia, a popatar, or r^ 
puMtoan, govemmerU^ — absolute power in, or belong- 
ing to, the people. 

" What true, patriotic American citizen can object to 
dem,ocraeif when properiy understood? Let Ae sove* 
mgn people rise up in all the majesty of their glory, 
and crush and crumble to atoms every system and 
platform that conflicts with the Oonstitutum, harmony, 
pr6sperity, and perpetuity of our glorious country, and 
hurl all opposing ieme into the whirlpool of deep, dark, 
Mid eternal obHvicm." 



It is unpoitilde for any lover of his country to 
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oeiva how very annoymg it was to see the amstaat 
preparations for war, and to have the war-cry forever 
ringing in his ears, unless he were actually to realiace 
it. And this, too, in time of peace and quietness. We 
constantly witnessed this state of things in Fredericis- 
burg during the year 1860, and the reader can form 
some faint idea of the state of aflfedrs by reading the 
following brief editorial published in the "Christian 
Banner," June 7, I860:— 

"WAR SPIRIT. 

**The atmosphere, the very element in which we 
live, se^ns to be pn^mtnt wiUi the spirit of war. All 
the elementary principles of war, death, and carnage 
appear to be in livdy exercise all over the world. 
Our exchanges oome teeming in t^n us filled with 
notices of riots and murders of every kind, and perpe- 
trated by all classes of men, and women too. 

" The veory devil seems to be turned loose among the 
people. Battalions are being formed all through the 
South, and sublime and costly preparations for war are 
being made everywhere. The signs of the times in- 
dicate that the country is bent and determined on war 
tA any and all hazards. Every political move poia1» 
directly to war. Like a desolating pestilence, the dis- 
eaae haa infused Itself into all classes, male and female, 
cAd and young. Ev^i the little boys in our town, who 
have scarcely doffed their in&nt strings, have caught 
the war spirit and formed themselves into military 
companies, and perambulate the streets dressed out in 
uniform, with their banners floating before the breeze, 
their mock drums beatings and iidAx itoxMicm guns on 
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tbe great annoyance of the qoiet, business part of Otd 
msack oi oar town. Sorely no people were ever mora 
ocHnpletely under the wUd, wicked, and reckless in- 
£BktQati(m of the devU than what the American people 
appear to be at the present time. Our country is dp* 
Tainted; we feeu: it is doomed. 

^' The people seem to have taken it into their heads 
that there will be war, there must be war, and there 
shall be war. Well, if they loiU have it, and nothing 
but war will satisfy them» then let them have it and 
enjoy it to their hearts' content. No doubt but that 
many of those brave souls in time of peace who are so 
much bent and determined on war, when it actually 
ccHues, will be the first to dodge and hide in the bushes 
and brier-hedges, drop into gully-holes, ^r eneak off 
as deserters and traitors. Many of those fellows who 
are now so active in instigating war, if it come, will 
either have to fight or run; and in ^ther case they will 
be very apt to get killed. Poor laboring-men are not 
gmng to do all the fitting. GenUemen will have to 
lend a fadping hand, and perform some active part in 
the drama, before the scene winds up. 'Tib right and 
just that those who provoke and force war should die 
in the fight. 

*' It may be that war is absolutely necessary at the 
presaEit time, to purify the politkal and religioi» 
atmosfdHare of our country. Both state and churdx 
have become so corrupt that war, as an instrument to 
sweep off the agenis of evil, may prove in the end tiie 
salvation of our eountry. A remnant of pcUriote and 
OirisHane, good and true, may survive the wredc 
aAd ruin, by and tkro%igh whoat our country and the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



84 TH£ COIfSPIRACV UHVSXLSD. 

churchy in the good providence of Gtx!, may become 
regenerated and ultimately saved. The people must 
be taught humility and yield obedience to the statutes 
of Jehovah. War and pestilence may sometimes be as 
essential to the purification and salvation of a country 
as medicine is to the recovering of health and the 
salvation of diseased bodies. In the midst of all our 
present and approaching calamities, whatever they 
may be, or however severe, let us look unto God, and 
confide in his wisdom, goodness, and power. The 
Lord God omnipotent reigneth: let all the people 
rejoice in their King," 

Notwithstanding war-preparations were being made 
all over the South, the cry in Virginia was, "There is 
no danger of war," — ^while many confidently and con- 
stantly affirmed that there would be " no war," — the 
thing was impossible, — but still it was " well enough in 
time of peace to prepare for war." Companies were 
formed and drilled as a sort of pastime, and to give an 
air of military dignity and bearing to young men. 
We told them, and that, too, honestly, constantly, and 
faithfully, that they would get their satisfaction of it 
before they were done with it ; but they laughed at our 
"wild notions," and scorned our kind admonitions, and 
mocked at our solemn warnings. We were sorry for 
the men, because we saw that a trap was laid to catch 
them, and we were convinced that the leaders would 
prove but too successful in their mighty efforts to ^- 
snare the unwary youth and ignorant classes of the 
country. The noose of damnable treason was thrown 
around the necks of the poor, credulous men of the 
South, and tiie ropes were drawn tighter and tighter, 
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Tintil strangulation and death have ended the sufferings 
of unknown thousands. The Southern heart was "fired 
np," and men were drawn gradually into the horrible 
vortex of ruin before they had even suspected danger. 
The uniform, with all its j^re^^y buttons, shoulder-straps^ 
and stripes, was bewitching, and thousands became 
wildly infatuated with the charm. The women, and 
especially the young girls, were wonderfully delighted 
with the "beautiful uniforms," and the young men 
donned in uniform were much more popular with the 
girls than .young men dressed out in plain citizen's « 
clothing. This stimulated others to join companies 
and don the uniform also. Thus the work went on 
gradually, — every thing tending to a sure and certain 
rebellion against the Federal Government, 



CHAPTER IV. 



• Ik the number of the " Christian Banner " of June the 
28th, 1860, we wrote the following article : — 

" QuoB DeuB vuU perdere, prius dementat 
''Whom God wishes to destroy, he first makes mad, 
or deprives of reason. 

"Reader, is not this peculiarly applicable to the dele- 
gates of the late Charleston and Baltimore Democratic 
Conventions ? Men delegated by the sovereign people 
to meet and deliberate on a nation's destiny, to cut up 
such fiintastic tricks as not only to prove themselves 
demented, but to create disgust and loathing in the 
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hearts c^ all patriotio outsiders! We have been 
gravely asked wheie the 'burst up' of the Demo- 
cratic Convention at Baltimore has left us. So £&r as 
the actions of the factionists are concerned, we are left 
just nowhere. So far as our own conviction of princi- 
ples is concerned, we are just where we have always 
been, — a firm, uncompromitinff, CcmstUutional Demo- 
erat^ We have, however, always been convinced of 
the absolute unportanoe, for the perpetuity and pros- 
perity of our Government, that there should eodst at 
least two great political parties, who shall alternately 
wield the a&urs of state. And we do devoutly hope 
that two such parties will now be created. 

''That secession is the grand stepping-stone to dia- 
union, or rather 4li8union itself, we presume none will 
deny. If gentlemen are determined on dividing the 
Union, let them do it. The sooner the better, if it 
fivust be done. But the sword of retributive justice 
will fall heavily on their own heads. If this Union be 
dissolved, and civil war comes,*-*and come it will, and 
come it must, — ^these gentlemen will have to do Bomd 
tall fighting, as certainly as God rules the univense. 
Bemember this, will you?" 

That the leaders in the Breddnridge party at the 
South had resolved on the overthrow of the Govecn- 
ment, in the event that they could not rule it, we sup- 
pose has long sinoe become a setUad &ct in the minds 
of most of the American people. Their whcde course 
of action since their defeat proves that this was their 
original determination. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Ik the number of the '^Christian Baanar " of Jolj 
the 26th, 1860, we wrote the following :— 

'The whole political and eccleeoastioal world is, at 
this moment, in a atate of wild commotion. The waten 
are troubled; the dark waves of mighty revolutions 
lure rolling heaven-high and spreading the wide world 
over ; political assodations and parties are everywhere 
being disbanded; governments are already being over* 
.turned, producing great revolutions and undergoing 
ominous mutations. 

/ ^Our own happy cotmtry has passed through her 
{lalmiest days ; her glory is departing, and will soon be 
gone, and gone forever, unless Qod in mercy stays the 
impending ruin. The Confititution is holy, just, and 
good, but politicians are corrupt, base, and vile, and» 
beneath the weight of accumulated guilt, they blindly 
seek their own destruction and the ruin of us alL To 
carry out their own rruxlevoUnt designs, they would 
sever the Union, fill our country with blood and flame, 
and reckon their own promotion, their own £^ory, a 
sufficient atoneilie&t for all the common ruin. 
^ '' Will yreemenr-^American citizens, over whose heads 
tiie banner of freedom has waved so long — now submit 
to the wiU and ambiHon of petty tyrants, and passively 
receive upon their necks the yoke of worse than 
British despotism? Think, reader, for Qod's sake 
think, and, while you think, swear in your heart that^ 
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upon the altar ol your God and country, you will 
yield your life a sacrifice rather than this thing shall 
be I Our country, — our whole country, — ^thank Gtod, is 
yet in the hands of the peopk I Let not petty tyrants 
wrest it from them ; let the devil take the man, or 
men, who shall ever be the instruments in the downfall 
and ruin of this glorious Republic." 

"Let the devil take the man, or men," Ac. Ac. This 
expression was caught at by our enemies and handled 
very ingeniously to our injury. Some said it was right 
down swearing, — ^absolutely wicked and profane. What 
do men now think of it ? Look at all the horrors with 
which secession has cursed our whole country, and then 
Bay it is wicked and pro&ne for the sufferers to say, 
"let the devil take the man, or men," who have been 
directly instrumental in bringing all these curses upon 
us. This war has sent thousands of souls in an unpre- 
pared state into eternity ; it is to a very great extent 
demoralizing the people of the whole nation, both in 
and out of the armies. It has filled a nation with 
mourning, lamentation, deep, heart-felt sorrow and woe; 
it has made and will make thousands of widows and 
millions of orphans. It has blasted and bli^ted the h(4)e8 
and fairest prospects of millions of men and women ; 
it has paralyzed the influence of the Bible and Chria* 
tianity all over the country. In a word, it has damned 
a nation, at least for the time being. And yet it is 
wicked and profane for a minister to say, "let the devil 
take the man, or men," who have caused a nation to 
weep, a nation's heart to bleed ! 

Men who are incapable of reasoning firom cause to 
effect, and never once suspicioned the game of deep 
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▼illany and unparalteled raacality that was about being 
played out upon them, could readily see a world of sin 
in the simple but emphatic expression, "Let the devil 
take the man, or men," who .would sacrifice the lives 
of thousands and the happiness of millions on the altar 
of thcor own wit^Lod, ungodly ambition. We said this 
long before the war commenced, and we said it, be- 
cause, reasoning from cause to effect, we knew what 
would certainly come to pass ^* in the event of certain 
contingencies," which was a very common saying with 
a certain class of politicians about the time we made 
the remark We positively knew that secession would 
produce revolution ; that revolution would inaugurate 
civil war ; that civil war would ultimately annihilate 
the institution of African slavery, and dissolve society, 
and introduce infinities of curses and evils upon the 
whole nation and the civilized world. We saw all these 
evils in the distant flitur^, and tried to save our coun- 
try from them; for the doing of which, we received 
in turn for our kindness the reproaches of many and 
curses of some of our fellow-dtizens, and are now in 
the midst of strangers, a refugee from our home and 
from those whom we love and with whom we have 
lived, and for whom we would die, if the sacrificing of 
our life would convince tiiem of their error and save 
them from ruin. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

FUSIOH OF POLITICAL PABTIXS UmGED — ^IF TKET DO KOT, 
THET AEE BEPEEHEITSIBLB — ^PEACEABLE SECESSION IM- 
POSSIBLE — 6SPABATI0N OF THE DEKOCBATIO PABTY — 
8EPAEATI0H OF T9E H. E. CHUBCH. 

. HAViNa beeu urged by a number of correspondents 
to give our views on the subject of the political affairs 
of our country, in the number of the "Christian Ban- 
ner" of August 23, 1860, under the head of " Random 
Thoughts Shot at a Venture," we wrote and published 
the following leading editorial, which we give entire: — > 

. " Dear reader, if you have learned to think like a 
man, we are not afraid to write. We are willing to 
abide your verdict. Correspondents solicit us to write 
on a number of subjects. Courtesy demands that we 
shall notice them. This we must do under the head of 
'Random Thoughts.' Our answers to inquiries will 
be brief. 

"How or where to begin, we scarcely know^ As 
the salvation of our country, however, is paramount to 
any and all other subjects which call in requisition the 
thinking faculties of our fellow-citizens, we will notice 
it first. We shall express our views fearlessly, let re- 
sults be what they may. 

" We think it highly probable that there will be a 
speedy dissolution of this Union. A large portion of 
the South is fully committed on the question of seces- 
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aiOD, in the event that Lincoln is decied President of 
these United States. We think that chancses at pre- 
sent are altogether favorable to his election. If the De- 
mocratic parties would coalesce and centre on one man, 
Lincoln's defeat would be almost certain. This, how- 
ever, we can hardly hope for, as natters now stand. 

'' If the Democratic parties and the UnicmiBts would ' 
unite on one man, the Black Bepublicans would cer- 
tainly be defeated, and the salvation of our country 
would be preserved, at least for the present. If all the 
candidates remain in the field, it is reduced to almoat a 
mathematical c^tainty that neither Bell nor any one 
of the Democratic candidates can be elected. They 
mutually weaken the force of each other, and strengthen 
the Blai Kepublican party. Is this wisdom? Is it 
paitriotic? It is -neither. 

" Would not the Grovemment be safe, and the Union 
preserved, in the event of the election either of Bell or 
of any one of the Democratic candidates ? We firmly 
believe they would. Then, the salvation of our country 
is now in the hands of these parties. They can save 
the Union, if they wilL AU must admit this. If they 
can save it, and will not, then let them be anathema 
maranaiha. 

" They are like those bigoted religionists who would 
rather blow up all heaven, and let the devil take the 
whole, than that men should go to heaven in any other 
way than that which they prescribe. Are they not ? Is 
this the spirit by which the leaders of these parties are 
influenced ? From present appearances, it would seem 
so. No one can question the happy results of & fusion of 
all these political parties, — the preservation of tJie Union, 
and the salvation of our country. On the other hand, if 
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they remaia antagonistic, as they now are, the results 
are inevitable, — a dissolution of the Union, the destruO' 
Hon of owr country, and dvU war. It cannot be other-^ 
wise, if gentlemen are earnest and sincere in their de- 
clarations, and carry out what they say they will if a 
Black Eepublican be elected. 

" 'Suppose Lincoln shall be elected, and the Union 
should dissolve : can there not be an amicable secessicm 
and a peaceable separation?' 'Amicable secession and 
a peaceable separation]' Heavens! what an idea! 
What man of sense can for a moment, believe it ? j 

" Was it an amicable secession and a peaceable sepan 
ration when the colonies of these United States seceded 
from the usurpation of British tyranny? Was it an 
amicable secession and a peaceable separation whea the 
Southern Methodist Conferences seceded from thq 
Northern Conferences ? Was it peaceable between 
these two great ecclesiafitical bodies? Was it peace- 
able all along the border line ? Was it peaceable in 
Fredericksburg ? Let their belligerent records answer 
the question. Let their pugnacious editors, the belli- 
gerent effusions of their newspapers, the incendiary 
harangues of their clerical stump-speakers, their crimi- 
nations and recriminations, and their long and malig- 
nant litigations, answer the question. 

" If bishops, elders, deacons, and sanctified Christiana 
cannot secede and separate peaceably, in the name of 
heaven, how can it be supposed that any portion of this 
great Confederacy of States, with its thousands of 
totally corrupt politicians at its head, can secede and 
separate peaceably? Blot out the sun from the firma- 
ment of heaven, and then tell us that we still enjoy 
light and heat ! Annihilate the Constitution of these 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



. THE SOUTH SAdtmCKD. ' 88 

United States, dissolve this glorious Union, riddle 
the *Star-Spangled Banner' of our liberty, peace, and 
safety into infinite fragments, and then, madman I 
point lis to the goal of peace and safety ! 

"Was there an amicable secession and a peaceable 
separation of the National Democratic Convention at 
Charleston? Was there an amicable secession and a 
peaceable separation at the adjourned Democratic Con- 
vention in Baltimore? Do the parties manifest an 
amicable and pacific spirit towards each other now ? 
If there has ever been a time since the organization of 
this Gx)vemment when the element of brotherly love 
and patriotism should do its work in cementing the 
hearts of brethren and uniting all to the Constitution 
of our blessed country, now is the time. Yes, now, 
when the storm is gathering, and the awful cloud 
looms up in terrible grandeur, threatening sudden and 
universal destruction to us all, to be divided among 
ourselves and act with hostility the one to the other 
is an awful sin against God, our country, our families, 
our wives and children, the whole world, and ourselves. 

"That civil war will be the necessary, legitimate, 
and unconditional result of a dissolution of this 
Union, no reflecting, well-informed mind can question 
for a moment. Nor is this all. The work of war and 
death once commenced, the spirit will diffuse itself 
everywhere and into all classes. Kindle the fire, and 
from ten thousand sources fuel will be gathered, to 
increase the raging conflagration, until the smoke and 
flames in awful volumes shall roll heaven-high, deso- 
lating every thing in its onward course. And, more- 
over, it should be borne in mind that, in the event of 
a dissdntion of the Union and civil war, thousands 
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upon thousands will naturally ask themselves the all- 
important question, *For what are we fighting. For 
our country?' No: we have no country: it is lost in 
the deep, dark vortex of political corruption. *Fot 
what are we fighting ? For liberty ?' No : the oanvas 
of our Stars and Stripes is torn into a thousand frag- 
ments and wafted to the four winds of heaven, and 
our liberty is wrested from us. ' Whom are we fightr 
ing? A foreign enemy?' No: our brothers, our 
sons, our fathers, our own countrymen. * What shall 
we gain if we achieve the victory? Liberty, peace, 
prosperity, and happiness ?' No : these have all been 
violently and basely wrested from us by despcrtic poli*- 
ticians, who, as soon as we have fought their battled 
and gained the victory, will place the iron h&d of petty 
despotism on our necks and will grind us into dust. • 

"Are these considerations calculated to nerve the 
arm of the warrior to strike down the father, the son, 
the brother, and the citizen ? Answer us, will you ? 
In the Revolutionary struggle our fathers fought for 
their country and for liberty. In a struggle such as 
we have been anticipating, no such motives can fire up 
the soul and inspire courage in the actors. Traitors 
and deserters by thousands will spring up everywhere, 
and those who are permanently located and have pro- 
perty to defend and interests at stake will find them- 
selves surrounded by enemies on every hand, when it 
will be too late to avert the awful ruin. Remember 
this, you who would damn the purest form of govemi- 
ment that has ever existed, and the happiest country 
the world has ever known. ' 

"If the Democratic parties will not unite with each 
other and defeat the Black Republican party, we would 
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tiben advise the Unionists and any one of the Demo* 
cratic parties to unite on one man, and, if poesiblei inoy# 
heaven and earth to secure his election, and thus defeat 
the Black Eepublicans. 

''We are asked if under any circumstances we 
would vote for Bell. We answer yea. If there 
idiaJl be one chance in nine hundred wd ninety-nine 
thousaa;id of his election over Lincoln, we will go our 
whole soul for him* 'But he is not a Democrat.' No 
matter whether he has the name of Democrat or noU 
Is he a sound constitzUioncd manf Will his election 
calm the boiling whirlpool of political agitation and 
siarife, and secure the salvation of the Union ? What 
citizen, we ask, who loves his country, would refuse to 
yote for such a man simply because he has not the name 
Democrat f 

"Democrat! Who are Democrats? And where are 
they? Suppose we vote for Breckinridge? He is a 
DeTnocraij, Then the Douglas party would d^ounca 
us as a disunionist. Suppose we vote for Douglas ? H» 
is a Democrat. Then the Breckinridge party would 
denounce us as an Abcditionist. So, under such cir- 
cumstamjes, what are we to do? 'What are we to do?' 
We shall do just as we please, and ask no man any 
odds: that's tiie 'upshot' of the whole affair. Our 
country first, last, and forever 1 And mxj laurels, 
imperishable as the duraticoi of eternity, wreathe the 
brow of him Yfho shall be instrumental in its salvation! 
May Qod in mercy lend a helping himd to the party 
that is working for the peace, prosperity, and salvation 
of our country, the blessed nursing mother of us all ! 

"FinaUy, 'suppose Lincoln diall be elected; what; 
l^en?* Xiet hip take his seat, and, if he act well his 
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part, ooatinue until his term expires. If lie shall violate 
Ids constitutional rights, let him be dealt with accord'- 
ingly. What else can be done ?" 

And now, reader, we must close this chapter, having 
extended our remarks on this subject far beyond what 
we intended; but it is a subject which fires up our whole 
soul. What is life without a happy, peaceful home? 
And how can this be enjoyed without a happy, peaceful 
country? It cannot. But we must close, and leave 
other questions for future chapters. 

We urged z, fusion of the Bell and Douglas parties 
because there was no material issue of any important 
character between them so fax as we could observe. They 
seemed to harmonize throughout. The Douglas electors 
argued that he was an uncompromising Union man, — 
that he was the regular nominee of the National Demo« 
cratic party, — ^that he had done more, suffered more, 
and had been more reviled for the support he had given 
to the South than any other living man. The only 
objection to his political principles appeared to be his 
devotion to what was termed " Squatter Sovereignty." 
He was eulogized by the Bell electors, and Bell was 
lauded by the Douglas electors. Hence it seemed 
strange to us that these two parties would not coaleeee 
for ihe sake of saving the Union; especially when the 
electors of both these parties denounced the Breckin- 
ridge party sis disunionists. 

The electors of the Breckinridge party in Virginia 
indignantly repelled the charge of being disunicmists, 
unless "in the event of certain contingencies," which, 
in plain English, simply meant. If Lincoln is elected then 
we will secede; or, unless v>e are successful, t<?e will 
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bfeak up the Qtoverhment They were e^oeedinglj 
oautioas on this question, for fear ihe party might loee 
influence. Yancey and Newton had already avowed 
themselves as being disunionists, but they were " iso- 
lated exceptions ;" they were by no means the proper 
and fair "expedients" of the party. It was our devo- 
tion to the Union, and our very soul's desire that our 
oountry might be saved, that influenced us to urge a 
fusion of any two or of all three of these parties. We 
felt that we were willing to make any sacrifice for the 
salvation of the country, and we thought that othera 
ought to do the same. They think so, too, now. 



CHAPTER VII. 

THE "nigger!'* " nigger T" nigger 1" — WAR-CRY FOR 
POLITICAL PURPOSES— POLITICIANS GREAT KNAVES, ETC. 
ETC. 

Ik the number of the "Christian Banner" of Septem* 
ber 13, 1860, under the head of "Random Thoughts," 
we wrote and published the following: — 

"We are tired, disgusted, and sickened out with this 
'nigger' question. In every political speech, in every 
ne¥rspaper, at the comer of every street, in social circles, 
at churches, in prayer-meetings, in parlors, in kitchens, 
in workshops, and barber-shops, and everywhere else 
where two or three are met together, the ' nigger' topio 
is first, last, and forever. We want a stop put to it. 
Can it be done? We trust in Gtod that this question 
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will soon be settled and silenced forever. Men talk 
about it; boys talk about it; women talk about it; girls 
talk about it; negroes talk about it; and everybody 
talks about it; and they talk everywhere, without pru- 
dence or any sort of discretion whatever. 

*' If we had talked, when a boy, as everybody talks 
now on this subject, if our voice could not have been 
silenced in any other way, we verily believe our tongue 
• Would have been pulled out of our moutJi. The times 
have changed, and the people have changed, and it 
seems that the very seasons themselves have changed, 
and the whole world appears to be undergoing changes* 

"Some say that all the noise that has been made and 
is now being made about dissolving the Union is ' child's 
talk,* — that there is no danger of a dissolution of the 
Union, — that the cry of dissolution of the Union has 
been gotten up for political purposes. Is it possible ? 
Can it be possible that all this strife, and war, and 
noise, and excitement all over tfie country is gotten up 
by politicians for political ends? If this be true, poli- 
ticians are a set of greater knaves and scoundrels than 
we had even supposed. Whether they design the dis- 
solution of the Union or not, or whether the Union will 
be dissolved or not, their course of conduct is working 
fearful results all over our country. 

"If there be no danger of a dissolution of the Union, 
then great men and statesmen, the leaders of the masses 
of the people, have made a long, loud, terrible, and 
thundering fuss, simply to ignore their claim to public 
confidence in all time to come. They merit the execrar 
tions of a brave, intelligent, free, and patriotic people. 

" Was the John Brown raid a political stratagem ? Is 
the Texas excitement a political trick ? Are all tho 
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insfureclionaTy moves, all the rebellions and mxaden, 
which have taken place all over the South, political 
inancBtwringi to dupe and deceive ihe good and quiet 
citizens of our country? Who believes it? Who 
can believe it ? Be not deceived, fellow-citi«ens. That 
there is danger, — ^imminent danger, — no man of sense 
can deny ! Yes, there is danger, and a fearful dangeri 
of precipitating this country, this vfhole country, thU 
country of our forefathers, this country of cmr«, this 
country which we had hoped to bequeath to our chil*' 
dren, into one of the most terribly awful revolutions 
the world has ever witnessed I Yes : and the sin of it 
all will fedl on the heads of corrupt politidamsi and 
designing preachers, who have been, and now are, 
leading the great mass^ of the people captive at their 
will 1 Is not this so ? Think 1 will you ? 

'' Some say the design of the cotton States is to dia* 
solve the Union at all hazards, and reop^ the Africaa 
slave-trade* Now, reader, mark what we say. If 
this Union be dissolved and a Southern Confederacy 
formed, the cotton States will soon find that they have 
already as many negroes as they want,-^as many as 
they can safely manage. Bemember this, will you? 
The institution of African ^very and the prosperity 
and glory of the South are destined to fill together: 
they are doomed/ 

'* We are gravdy told by politicians that this whole 
question of intervention and rum-mterveniion by Con- 
gress is simply a political abstraction, — a mere politi- 
cal dogma. Is it possible that pure, honeet-hearted* 
patriotic politicians will plunge their whole country 
into fatal revolution on a mere political abstraction, — 
a worthless, political dc^ma ? Is it possible that they 
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will even Hazard their country's welfare — ^her final des- 
tiny — on an abstraction, a useless dogma? Of what 
practical importance is the Congressional intervention 
and non-intervention questiion at present? If this 
whole question be nothing more than an abstraction, a 
mere political dogma, why so much fuss about no- 
thing? 

''If there be, in fact, the danger of a dissolution of 
the Union, as anticipated by many in the event of the 
election of Mr. Lincoln, would it not be patriotic in 
two of the three candidates to withdraw their names 
from the contest, entirely ? Would not such a course 
immortalize them through all time in the hearts of the 
American people? Suppose Douglas was to withdraw 
his name from the contest, and say, ' Fellow-citizens, 
I fear that by having so many candidates in the field 
we shall all defeat ourselves and elect a common 
enemy, and thereby hazard the safety and salvation 
of the Union. Therefore I withdraw my name, and 
shall throw all my influence on the strongest candidate 
— ^whether he be Bell or Breckinridge, — ^and thus try 
to defeat our common enemy.' An act so magnani- 
mous and patriotic, at such a crisis as the present, 
would immortalize Douglas, and make the people love 
him, whether they had wished to do so or not. If Mr. 
Douglas, Breckinridge, or Bell were to act thus, their 
election in 1864 and 1868 — ^first the one and then the 
other — would be almost certain, should they live and 
run for the Presidency. It would not be necessary for 
them to make electioneering speeches. The people 
would speak for them at the polls. 

'*No matter who is elected President of these United 
States, it is not necessary that the Union shall be 
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divided. In the event of the election of Mr. Lincoln, 
Buppose the Bepresentatives of any of the States were 
to say, ' We won't serve.' Then, what? Then, let the 
people elect others who will serve. True, it might throw 
things into a state of temporary confusion. But what 
of that ? It would be nothing in comparison to a disso- 
lution of the Union. One thing is reduced to a cer- 
tainty : if all three of the candidates — Bell, Breckin- 
ridge, and Douglas — ^remain in the field, neither one 
of the three can he elected by the people. Thelrefore, 
all the stump-speaking and time and labor lost by them 
and their Mends are just so much thrown away." 

The result of the election is well known to the 
American people, and the fate of the three opposing 
candidates — Bell, Breckinridge, and Douglas — is also 
well known to the American people. Poor Douglas — 
with all his natural and acquired abilities, with all 
his devoted patriotism and fidelity to the South — ^has 
fallen. His country has lost one of her most talented 
and patriotic sons. JPeace to his ashes, and glory to his 
memory f 

: Bell and Breckinridge have both turned traitors to 
their country; and their names will go down to pos- 
terity steeped in national treason and covered with 
political infamy. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

TERRIBLE REVOLUTION PREDICTED — FUSION OF POLITICAL 
PARTIES URGED — WHY THE AUTHOR ATTENDS POLITICAL 
MEETINGS — INFERNAL PLOT OF TREASON — ^ARE WISE, 
SMITH, SEDDON, ETC., TRAITORS, ETC.? — SERVILE INSUR- 
RECTIONS PREDICTED, ETC. ETC. • 

In the number of the " Christian Banner** of Sep- 
tember 27, 1860, under the head of " Eandom Thoughts 
Shot at a Venture/' we wrote the following leading . 
editorial : — 

" Great God, reader, we are astonished beyond mea- 
sure I The whole world is rolling on through immea- 
surable space, and all nature, animate and inanimate, 
rational and irrational, the whole body politic, and 
every particle, separately and singly, seem convulsed 
from centre to circumference. 

" That the whole world is on the fearful brink of a 
terribly sublime revolution, we do not entertain a 
doubt. As to the results of the maddening question 
which is now agitating every heart in this great and 
grand country of ours, the least we can do is simply to 
give our opinion, as many of our readers have earnestly 
solicited us to do. This, in part, is our apology for 
the matter contained in this chapter of 'Eandom 
Thoughts.' 

" To begin : — There are now four candidates before 
the American people begging popular suffrage for the 
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Presidency of these United States. The friends of 
Lincoki, ihe Black Bepublican candidate, are moving 
heaven and earth to secure his election. We think it 
more than probable, unless a fusion of other par- 
ties take place, that Lincoln will be elected by the 
popular vote of the people; Neither Bell, Breckin- 
ridge, nor Douglas can be elected by the popular vote 
of the people, if all three candidates remain in the 
field. This is Si, fixed fact, which the most obtuse intel- 
lect cannot mistake. If, therefore, neither Bell, Douglas, 
nor Breckinridge can be elected by the people if all 
three continue candidates, and if these parties actually 
believe that the election of Lincoln will consummate 
a dissolution of the Union, why, as patriots and friends 
of the Union, do they not unite their influence on one 
man, and thus defeat Lincoln and save the Union? 
They remind us of certain stubborn, refractory persons 
who would break up and destroy the peace and har- 
mony of heaven itself, unless they can have things 
their own way. What pleasure can it -be to all three 
of these parties simply to defeat one another ? They'll 
*cut off their noses to spite their faces.' They'll 
achieve great victories and win immortal honors, will 
they ? Mark what we say. If they persist in their 
reckless, ruinous course, the career of their political 
glory will wind up at the close of the present Presi- 
dential canvass, — and that, too, with the election of Mr. 
Lincoln I Who will hereafter trust men who, without 
any just cause, will jeopardize the pesice, harmony, and 
salvation of a whole nation ? None but madmen I 

" 'Why,' we are asked, 'do we attend political meet- 
ings?' First, because w^feel deeply interested in the 
final result of this political struggle, and wish to 
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thoroughly understand the principles and true positions 
of the parties. Secondly, because we wish to be able 
to advise our readers correctly, which we cannot do if 
we are ignorant on these subjects ourself. Thirdly, 
because we love to hear 'smart' men 'talk,* whether 
we agree with them or not. 

" 'Well, what's the difference between them? What's 
the great bone of contention?' What? Why, the 
almost invisible shade of a shadow, — intervention, ox 
non-intervention I 

"Congress cannot constitutionally legislate slavery 
into a State or Territory, nor can she legislate it out. 
She can only protect it where it exists by the organic 
law of the State or Territory. Congress cannot legis- 
late slavery into the State of Ohio, nor can she legis- 
late it out of Virginia. It is all a ' fuss kicked up' 
about nothing. There is not a single Federal question 
or principle of any importance introduced into the 
canvass by any one of the parties as an issue between 
them. 

" The great question is this : — Shall the South continue 
her 'social existence* or not? In other words, shall 
the institution of slavery be perpetuated, and shall 
slave territory be extended, or not ? We have listened 
to able addresses from Douglas, Breckinridge, and 
Bell electors, and have tried to analyze the specific 
difference between them aU. The Bell and Douglas 
men seem to harmonize throughout. Bell electors 
eulogize Douglas to the very heavens, but charge the 
Breckinridge party with the awful sin of being dis- 
unionists, bent and determined on breaking up and 
dissolving this glorious Confederacy of States. Douglas 
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electors charge on the Breckinridge party the same 
design. 

"Do the Douglas and Bell parties actually bdieve in 
their hsarts, or do they honesUy beUeve, that the Breck- 
inridge party is composed of disunionists ? Or is thia 
a political stratagem to widen the breach between the 
Douglas and Breckinridge parties for the purpose of 
so far weakening the Breckinridge party as to defeat 
Breckinridge in Virginia and to secure the State for 
Bell ? Every vote that shall be cast for Douglas will 
weaken the Breckinridge party, and give strength to 
Bell. Why ? Because there is no poasible chance for 
Douglas to gain Virginia. Why, then, throw away 
votes on him ? 

''Why will not the Douglas men, if they are so fear- 
ful of a dissolution of the Union and believe that the 
object and aim of the Breckinridge party is to break 
up and dissolve the Union, unite with the Bell party 
at once, and make sure of his election so fax as the 
vote of Virginia is concerned ? And, again, why will 
not the Bell party unite with the Douglas party, if 
they have the exalted opinion of Douglas which they 
say they have? In either case, the vote of Virginia 
would be cast for a sound conservative, constitutional 
candidate, according to the acknowledgments of each 
one of these parties. 

" Why is it, then, in fearful and critical times like the 
present, that these two parties, harmonizing as«they do, 
will not fuse at once, and set the noble example for 
other sister States to follow ? 

" Look at it, reader, will you ? If the Bell and Doug- 
las parties throughout the United States would unite 
either on Bell or Douglas, they could and certainly 
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would defeat the 'dkunionista' of the SouA and tiie 
Black Eepublicans of the North. Will they do it ? 

"If they see the deep, dark, ' hellish' plot to dissolve 
the Union, and can defeat the 'infernal' design <^ 
these 'black-hearted traitors,' and will not do it, are 
they any better than the disunionists themselves? * An 
enemy has our infant child in his hands, preparing to 
precipitate it down an awfiil precipice; we have the 
power to arrest the enemy and save our child from 
ruin, but refuse to do it : are we any better than he 
who actually commits the deed ? 

"Look at it, will you ? Here are two large political 
parties, each avowing that they believe a third political 
party in their very midst is plotting and scheming a 
conspiracy against our common country, which, if con- 
summated, will inevitably involve all parties and our 
whole country in irretrievable ruin, and these two 
parties by uniting their undivided forces and influence 
can defeat the whole scheme and save all parties and 
the whole country from ruin; and still they refuse to 
do it I Can they be sincere in what they say ? If so, 
can they be regarded as patriots ? 

"Think, will you? This is a grave subject, — one 
with which no man can trifle with impunity. We say 
nothing against either of these two parties. We look 
at the whole subject impartially, /rae from aU prejudice, 
and we earnestly hope our readers will do the same. 
However much we may admire either Bell or Douglas, 
or both,-as statesmen, we love and admire our country 
more, 

"But is it B, fixed fact, is the case clearly made out, 
that the Breckinridge parly are determined on dis- 
solving the Union? If so, can it hepoasible that sudi 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE 80UTH SAGBmOESk 47 

men as Gover&or Wise, QoTenicMr Smitli, Hunter; Sed^ 
den, and a hoet of others whom we could name, are 
ignorant of ihe deep-laid scheme to dissolve the Union ? 
If they are not ignorant of the 'infernal' plot, and 
know it to exist, can it be possible that they will be* 
come accomplices in a work which, if accomplished, 
will damn them politically, ruin them financially, and 
annihilate their social existence ? Is it possible that 
they are such consummate fools as not to be able to see 
the results? and, if they see them, can they be so wicked 
and reckless as to persist in a course which must in- 
evitably end in death, and the common ruin of us all, 
and the ruin of our whole country? 

''Look at it, will you? If the cotton States are so 
blind and infatuated as to believe it would be to their 
financial interest to dissolve ih,e Union and establish a 
Southern Confederacy and reopen the African slave- 
trade, it cannot possibly be to the interest of Virginia, 
So far from it, it would involve her in universal and 
irretrievable bankruptcy. If cotton-planters could 
obtain laboring- hands from Africa for one hundred 
dollars per head, they would never think of paying 
Virginians from five hundred to two thousand dollars 
per head for laborers I Think of that, will you ? Vir- 
ginians have no large cotton, rice, and sugar planta- 
tions to cultivate. What then becomes of her negroes? 
And they increase like rabbits! Where will you send 
them? Nowhere; for there will be no market for 
ihwn. What can you get for them ? CWparatively 
nothing. They shall be sold, and, in iact, no man shall 
buy th^n. The insignificant sum which they would 
command would not be regarded as any price at all. 

''Think, will you? In case of insubordination, re* 
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bellion, and insurrection, what would be tiie result? 
The whole of the cotton States would be flooded with 
transported Africans and native negroes, and there 
would be, in all probability, in many sections fifty, if 
not one hundred, negroes for every white man. Then, 
what? Is the reader so blind as not to see, what? 
'Send for help/ Where? To the North? Think 
you that the North would come to the rescue of the 
South in such emergencies to suppress negro insurrec- 
tions ? No ; there would be no help obtained from any 
of the free States. This is a fixed fact. 'Send to 
Virginia.' The idea is ludicrous! Send to Virginia 
for help, when she is crowded with like enemies and 
subject to like dangers? What man of sense and 
feeling would leave his own wife and children unpro- 
tected to go to the rescue of strangers abroad? Pause 
and think, reader ! This is a terribly fearful subject 
to contemplate ! 

'' Nor is this all. Men living in the same counties 
and adjacent counties would not leave their own 
houses willingly to go to aid others, knowing that 
their own families were unprotected and in danger 
every hour. We are giving no fancy sketch, nor false 
coloring td this subject. We are only stating facts, 
which .will certainly be realized in the event of a dis- 
solution of the Union. 

*' 'But we have the fullest confidence in our negroes.' 
You have! Well, then, we are frank to confess that 
we have not. 'Oh,' say some, 'our negroes are 
loyal: they would die by us and for us.' Yes : think, 
will you ? Jones's negroes would not kill Jones, but 
they despise Smith, and will murder him ; and Smith's 
negroes would not take Smith's life, but ihey despise 
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3*01168, and win mtirder him and Ms fiunily, and ban 
tip his property* Do yoa not see? These horriUi 
tragedies irill be acted oat if the Unioa be dissolwL 

^'But this n all fancy-work.' Dissolve the Unioii^ 
and you will soon see whether it is fancy or reality. 
The &ct is, there is no confidence to be placed in the 
negroes at such times and under sach dreumstanoes. 
And the Bonth, insitead of bringing more sad more 
negix>e8 into her territories, would be yery willing to 
have them all back in Africa under any circumstaacea. 
Eemember this! 

"ll^k, will you? Predsely in pn^rtion to the 
IncreaTO of iiegroes and their decline in value would 
tiie labor of white men decrease. Who would give a 
white man one hundred dollars per annum to work his 
iEum, if he could get a negro man tor fifty dollars per 
annum to do the same work? No one. As theooun- 
try would become glutted with negroes, the laboring 
dass of white men would be Ibrced to sedc iMW homes. 
. ''Again, much reliance seems by many to be placed 
hi laboring white men, in case of danger, who nevw 
fekve been, and who never expect to be, the owners of 
ibves. So &r as tiie fiddity to the South (w to the 
i&stituti<m of slavery) is conceroed ctf this doBS of men, 
we are bold to oonfess that we have but little fidth in 
iheta when it comes to fighting about negroes. They 
wiH be f<ar tiddng care of th^Ensehes^ and will leave 
dave-hold^n to defraid themselves as best they can, in 
the hovat of danger. We have bat little ^n^enoe in 
the great ma}OKity of this dass of the people of the 
South in a war 1^ the perpetuity of slavery and the 
extension of slave terHtory. If en who have neither 
Iflttd nor Mgco^ and are treated and looked^bwu qk 
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wi*li ccmtempt by these lordly cotton, rice, «md BUgair 
pknters, will hardly put their own lives in danger to 
protect those who have never treated them with even 
common respect. Eeader, think, will you? This is a 
practical article. No theory about it. 

*' In view of all these facts, can it be possible that 
there are slave-holders in Virginia, and in our very 
midst, who are working for a dissolution of this Union? 
if they wish such a result, they certainly cannot bo 
sane. If, therefore, Breckinridge men in Virginia are 
disunionists, for God's sake let them openly avow 
tiiemselves. We say nothing against either ihe Bell, 
Doug^, or Breckinridge party, nor shall we, until 
we perceive their ultimate designs. And we would 
advise all our readers not to be too hasty in jumping 
to conclusions and committing themselves too soon in 
this canvass. . 

"Our own c^Huion may be very diflferent to-morrow, 
a week, or a month hence, from what it is to-day. 
We have neither declared ourself for Bell, Douglas, 
Bor for Breckinridge. We have thrown out thesd 
hmi» for the benefit of our readers, who are not blessed 
with the facilities of reading many of the newspapers 
of Ae day. As we have said before, we now repeat, 
that, if we vote at all, we shall cast our vote few Ihe 
man whwn we think most likely to carry the State of 
Virginia, and thus iax defeat the electicm of Mr« 
Lincoln. 

''As to our opinion about linccdn's administratkm 
if elected, we can only say that he may, or he may 
not, discharge the duties c^ his office to the aatisfactioiif 
of the people of the United States, A nation's eyfi 
will be upon him a&d thoroughly eoan his every offidal 
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tiaiL BHrald he dbcharge kis ixMm, nainkin ud 
enlbxce iha Gonstitoiioii, it irill be the chity of aU 
parties to reApect hk admiai^ratioiii altlun^ tibejr 
Biay hftTahut little xespect lor the man. 
. ^' And now, reader, we will doee this artide by ear* 
neatly entreating yoa to ponder thia sabject iht^ 
saughly. Let pcMuon foid prejudice find no reattng* 
place either in yoor nand or heart. Bemember, this is 
K Bids^eot in which yoor happiness and that of oar 
whole ooontry are invcdved. Say not that yoa will 
snpport either Bell, Breckinridge, or Douglas, under 
any and all circumfitanoeB. Bemain open to conric* 
tion until the very day before the election. Iieam all 
yoa can, and, when you cast your Tote, let it be dona 
rationally, conscientiously, patriotically, fearlesely, md 
manly, and then if things do not turn out wdl yos 
will have the peaoeful assurance that you acted as yoa 
tiM>ught &r the b^t. If you are a Douglas or a 
Breckinridge Democrat, and find that neither of these 
m^n can carry the State, and that chances are strong 
lor Bell, then secure his election by easting your vote 
lor him. If, however, you find that chances are strong 
against him, vote for the next strongest man. And 
so we would advise the Union or Bell party« This is 
the course on which we hare determined, and we, 
therefore, advise our fri^ds to do likewise. May 
God bless all the people, and save our country far* 
evOT I" 

It will be observed that the one great ideaand grand 
object with us was the preservation of the Union. 
That being paramount to any and all other considera^ 
tipnSji we thought every thii^ should band and yield ta 
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lluii. AU ik» «kelort «f BiU, Doo^, iwd Breefe 
inridge deooanced LiMoln m a ^bkok-hetfted, «s« 
eompromiBing Abditicmitt," whose ol]j«ct aaiid aim uras, 
if elected, to make war on the institiitiosu of theSoQth,-*** 
&at his kmg-eh^dshed object waa to abolish Blarery in 
the Soadu Hence oar nnoompromising <^^06itio& im 
his eledioiu The dknnionists of wm^ of the Soatiien 
States, particolarly Soath GaroHsa, had airowed th^ 
determination to secede from the Unk» ia the eif^eai 
of the election of Mr. Lincoln. This the Dooglss and 
Bell parties seemed perfectly to understand, and th^ 
charged this design upon the Brecdcinridge party in 
Virginia daring the Presidential canvses. But the 
i^reckinridge electors rq>riled the chi^ge as a p<flitieal 
slander, gotten up by the other parties out of which td 
make political capitsd. To ns ihe idea seemed sd pf9* 
post^onsly absmrd and nUddcU for Vkginia to secede^ 
that we could not believe that such men as Hunt^ 
Wise, Smith, Sedden, <&c. &o., would lend thmr infln* 
ence to accomplish a work so ruinou», so damnable t6 
Virginia and every interest whidi she h^ ryde^ and 
dear on earth. Hence we asked, ** Oan it be possiUe 
that such men as Oovemor Wke, Oovem<»r Smi&'^ 
Hunter, Sedden, and a host of others whom we cduUi 
name, aare ignorant of the deep-laid scheme to dosolve 
the ITnion ? If tiiey are not ignorant <^ the 'infemAi' 
pl<^, and know it to exist, can it be possible that they 
will become accomi^ices in a work which, if aocom^ 
plished, will damn them poliiiealh/, rvin them Jman^ 
ei&il!^, eiioA annikUaU ih^ Isitpoe- 

(rible that they are sudi concnimmate fools as not te 
be able to see the results? And, if they see them, can 
they be so I7i<^edand reckless a£^ to pexsist in a coarse 
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run of US all, and that of our whole eoontry ?" 

Subeeqomit deyolofmieixts convince ua t^t all the 
leadang politicians oi the foeckinridge party at the 
Sonth w^ore j^Yy to the ^' inlemal'' plot oi oMspiraogr 
•gainrt the BepuUie, and had lea^aed together to 
break v^ the Governmait in the event that they vere 
4i^»^^ed in the de(^C9i of Breckinridge. Had Bred&- 
ian^e-been elected, and they remained in office, whick 
thfiy certainly vonld, then would there hare been no 
•eo^Eeian, no r&volnl^k)^, aod no civil war at the pnaeni 
time, Th^ inotto was, Mule or r^uk 

Wh«kt ohje^ had Floyd in view when aendiog eook 
"mat qoantitiea of mnnitkma c^ war all ibiOQgk the 
Soiri^j^ States ? Was he not preparing the Soath Sor 
war in the event of '^ certain contingenoiet'' ? And 
were not the leading politicians of ike £reakinridg§ 
party at the South pcivj to the objed aoi designs of 
iua actions ? Had Floyd no advisers^ aidem, nor aheb* 
tors in this vast and responsiUe undertiydng ? Did 
he asf^une the whole reqpmaibility himself, lumng np 
tpec^io object in view but sunplyto scatter iN^oadceat 
tb9 munitions of war all over the South ? Who caft 
Mdm-t ^ax idea so supremriy absurd ? 

The ''infernal'' i^t of treason againirt the Bq^mUk 
Has long jneditated, makiraly digested^ sy et e matin al ly 
plamiedy ingeniously infused into the nuads and hearts 
of the pe<^^ and samultaneoosly. acted out by tha 
aix^^eaders of the Gulf States. We look hack upm 
the past, and analyze this whole subject, with loathing 
and disgust. Oh, the depth of wickedness developed 
in this ittfismal plot of treason againat the Bq[>uhlic 1 
o ^rai^ as it may aeem- to the readeri bectu»e.o£o«r 
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deroticm to &aIJiu<»i we were already manJbei bjgome 
as being a timitor to oar own native^ our own hdoved 
Sontii. Because of our devotion to the South, and the 
undjring loye we had for Virginia, the State of our 
adoption, we so earnestly and constantly opposed dis- 
union, and the damnable political heresy, seceBtion. 
We knew that to destroy tiie whole was to destroy all 
its parts. The South was a part, and, with us^ a very 
jnat^iid part, of the Union ; and we knew that to de-- 
stroy the whole Union was to destroy our part of tie 
Union* And hence it was that we so earnestly and ocm- 
stantly plead against the destruction of the Union. If 
lo oppose traitors, and ^q)0se treason against our be- 
loved country, constitute one a traitor to the Soutb, 
then we plead guilty to the char^. It is useless to 
say that our devotion to the Union, and our untiling 
eflforts to save the South, and especially Virginia, firom 
ruin, ooat its mash. Patronage went from us like 
drifted snow beneath the rays of a vertical sun. Beit 
we heeded it not. We felt willing to sacrifice every 
thing, and life itself, if necessary, so that our country 
might be saved. And, so help us God, we had rather 
be areftigee, aa we now are, &om every looal interest 
on ecurth, with all the odium of traitors heiq)ed upon 
ais, &sa to be Jeff Davis, with all the laurels ^t 
shsU flFvw wreath his brow, and all the wealth of the 
whole B(mthem Confederacy.. We love our country, 
0ar whole country, and the Bo^Ui in particular ; and 
lor our country, and our particular part of it, we are 
now writing. 

'' Much reliance seems by many to be placed in la^ 
boring white men, in ease of dang^, who nemr have 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



t^tn aad Mvw«ipe<A to be ike owners 0^ 8# 

fnr ts the fldriity to tlie South (or tke inetitotion oi 
»larftery) h oonoersed^ of tlus date of men, we Are YxM 
4o ooi^Bmb that we haye bat little fidth in them when it 
^x»&e0 to fighting abont negroes. They will be for 
iakng care of themselvee, and will leave dftve^lders 
to ^efhnA theuftBelTee as best tiiej can, in the hour oi 
dangor. We have but little confideooe in die gneat 
majority ci this diaae of the people of the Sooth in a 
war for the perpetuity of slavery and the extension e£ 
slave territory. Men who have neither land Mr no* 
groes, and are treated and lodged down on with oo&-;> 
tempi by tiiese lordly cotton, rice, and sngar pkntevi, 
will faanlly put their own lives in danger to proleet 
ihooa who have never treated them with even ocmason 
rei^peot. 

We deem it necessary to make a few rsmarfcs in 
explanation of the above, lest oar views shodd be mis- 
oonstroed by the reader. We have never qnestioned 
the h^rahy and patrk^sm of the poor dass of white 
men in tiie SoiHh, nor their devotbn to liieir ssetioii 
of conntry. That they are as true patriots, and are as 
madk devoted to their country, as the richer okss at 
eitiseiis, we siippose none will deny« &it to fight and 
dieior one^ eoontry, is one tiling ; and to fij^ and die 
ibr.tks institntion of African davery, is qoite anodisr 
Adng, and especially wiih those who have but Httk or 
no interesi in its perpetuity, or the extension of its 
territory. 

In our calculations, above stated, we were not mis* 
taken. 

** Bow is ib, then, that so many poor men are in tbe 
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Southern army?" ThooBands oi tham ajre sot ikfire 
of dK)ice. In the txmxmeQcement of the making up <^ 
and the organising of the Southern army, men were 
told that their services would only be required for a 
few months; that, in fact, there would be no war^ 
and, to make the most of it, it would be nothing more 
than a holiday-frolic. Others were organized as E<Hne*- 
Goards, wiUi assurances given to them that they should 
never leave their own neighborhoods or counties, and, 
in the event of war in reality, they would not be 
pressed into service, being already members of com* 
pames for home-{»:otection. Thousands had no employ^* 
nifflit, and, as a matter of necessity, were forced into 
the army to keep from starvation. Others weire told 
that, if they had to leave their homes at all, it would 
only be for a short period; that they should not go out 
of their States, and that they should have the privi- 
lege of vimting their homes every few weeks, and tiiat 
the travel would be at Government expense and would 
ooat tiiem no^iing. 

At length, when the appearances of war in the 
q>ring ci 1861 became more and more palpable, and 
^e militia were ordered out in Virginia, thousands 
were persuaded to volunteer to escape being drafted ; 
as volunteers stood higher, w^e better treated and 
better paid than the militia. Every sort of meaae 
were resorted to in order to induce and foroe n^n to 
volunteer. Whenever Grovernment wanted to raise 
troops, *' Drafting I drafting! drafting !" was the cry. 
" The militia are called out !" "The militia are called 
out r* And men everywhere were frightened, for fear 
they would be drafted. Fredericksburg was one of the 
important places of rendezvous for the militia. There 
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^b&i xDtt^ and remained for more tiian & W8ik, early in 
tbe summer of 1861. We heard the men talk, learned 
ikmr views, and knew that they did not go willingly 
into the Borvicey notwithstanding they volunteered. Of 
two great evils — to be drafted or volunteer — they 
dhoee, as they thought, the least, m^ volunteered* 
Matters w6rked-*-or rather droffged^-^-on in this wi^ 
until the G(m$erijpl Act was passed by the Confederate 
Ccmgrees, and then th^re was no redress — no esc8^ 
All had to go. Did they go willingly? Ask their 
suffering wives and starving duldren. Ask the sooata 
who hunted ti^m up and hurried ibem away from their 
h(N»e8 M all hours of the night. And when this var 
shall have ended, and these poor men return home, — 
]£ they shall be so fortunate as to do soy — they will 
answ^ £>r theoHielvea, and will tell stories of woe and 
rafilarings that will ahnost chill the blood of the lis*- 
ten^ra. And, finally, liquor had much to do in making up 
oompanies &r tbe war. When sober, men would swear 
they would never join the army, but, so sooia as they 
wero ^t under the influence of liquor, th^ would 
''enlist." And all this for what? To aid a set of 
traitors in establishing sn infernal negro oligarchy down 
in theOulf States, who would have no more respect nor 
regard fof the poo^* soldiers who had suffered and fought 
their battles for them, than they would for their negroea 
in their cotton, rice, and cane plantations. • 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THS SLEOTIOH OF ABRAHAM LIKCOLH NO JtTSt CAUSE 
70B THE SEOBOSION OF AlfT SXATl, XTO. 

In tha number of the '^ ChristiaA Bftsn^" <rf Oo^ 
bar 11, 1860j we wr<^ tbe following paragraph, m 
answer to oorrespondents requesting us to giro our 
opinion as to the result of the Presidential election :-^ 

''We are asked bow we think Virginia will go in the 
Presidential election. Of course, we cannot telL Oor 
Ofmiion, however, is, that the contest lies betiween 
Breckinridge and Bell, uid that Breckinridge wiU 
oarrj the State. This is our hcmest conyiction, from 
the facts now before us. 

''As to the final result of the Presidential eleetiott, 
th^re is but little doubt in our mind, but that Lincoln 
will be the next President of these United States. If 
he should be, we again say to our reculers, prepare to 
dis<Aarge your duties as loyal citizens to your country, 
and firmly supporting the Constitution of the Federal 
Government. 

" The election of Abraham Lincoln, by the people of 
these United States, to the Presidency, is no just caose 
for the secession of any State or States. If Lincob 
should be elected, we hope the Southern people will act 
with that prudence and discretion which shall secure to 
our country as much peace and quietness as poesiUe. 
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That this is to ibdr interest, and to the interest of our 
oommon country, all smisible men must allow. We 
make these remarks because we feel it to be our duty 
to prepare the minds of our readers for the worst that 
may come. Should Lincoln act wdl his pe^, and the 
peq>le act well their part, all will be welL" 

Because we constantly advocated the Union and the 
strict observance of the Constitution of the Federal 
Government, wid wrote in the oonciliatoi^ style which 
we tmifonnly did, it was an easy matta: to associate 
our name and principles, and those of Union men gene* 
mllyy wiA ''Old Abe Lincoln and the Black Republi- 
cans" of the North. This inftanously slanderous work 
our enemies engaged in ai^i executed with- a zeal and 
aicbr worthy a better cause. To all their indignities, 
liowever, We submkted i[>r the sake of our common 
ooiuitry. 



CHAPTER X. 



POLITICAL PAETIES IN NORTH CABOLINA — ^THE STATE FOR 
THE UNION — CERTAINTY AND HORRORS OP CIVIL WAR 
WtEniCTED, ETO. ETC. 

Ih the month of Octob^, 1860, we w«re sent as a 
delegate to the Grwd Council of the Union Baptist 
denomination of Christians, whidi met atBethid meet* 
iag-house, Lenoir county. North Carolina, seme ten or 
twelve miles east of Kinston. In our editorial corre* 
sixmdeace from that }daoe, we wroteiin th4 ^'OuriAiaiir 
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Banner" erf November 1, 1860, the following remarks, 
under the head of "Random Thoughts Shot at a 
Venture:"— 

''The Greatest Study of Mankind is Man.^* 
"The country here is in a state of general excite- 
ment. Fairs, pole-raisings, barbecues, political meet- 
ings, and religious meetings, all help to keep up the 
whirl, and roll on the tide of general excitement. 

'*Here they have the Douglas party, the Bell party, 
and the Breckinridge party, just as the people have 
them in the Old Dominion. The Douglas party is 
comparatively small in this State; but the Bell party 
hope it will be sufficiently large to defeat Breckinridge, 
and thus give the State to Bell. The facts in the case, 
however, will soon be demonstrated. As yet, we have 
heard no one express himself as being a disunionist. 
Our opinion is, that the State is conservative, and will go 
fca: protecting and saving the Union even if Lincoln 
should be elected. God save our country I should bo 
the wish, fervent and constant prayer, of every Ameri- 
can citizen. Without the blessings of our God and our 
country, we are all just nothing and nobody. Think 
of that, wiU you ? 

"Be the result what it may, before God; we feel that 
we have constantly and faithfully discharged our d«ty 
to our readers. We have earnestly urged a union of 
tiie Bell, Breckinridge, and Douglas parties, and have 
feebly and imperfectly foreshadowed the awful evils 
which must inevitably result and befall our country if 
precipitated into a revolution. The horrors of such an 
event will be far more indescribable than were the joys 
ef tiie third heavra by ike venerable apostle of Qod. 
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Hark ibis, read^; Mid vhen it actually oomaB to 
pass, th^i say if we predicted falsely 1 

''The Southern and border States will be the stt^e 
on which tiie most tragical scenes will be acted out, 
while the whole civiliaed world will realize the terribly 
paralyzing effects of the awful convulsion. Aspiring 
would-be despots may now think that they will rise and 
shine on petty thrones, and sway infernal sceptres over 
a crushed and ruined people; but, in the stead of thia^ 
they will sink i^ deep into the whirlpool of political, 
national, and eternal infamy, that the long and strong 
arm of Omnipotence can never, never reach them more; 
while the woes and wails (tf the dead and dying, and a 
nation's curse, will follow their anathematized ghosts to 
the lowest depths of the profoondest hell, there to haunt 
them as long as God ehall be and eternity shall roll her 
ample sweep, 

" Is there^—can there be — ^any redemption or salva- 
tion for him who, to effect his own demoniacal, ambi* 
tious aspirations, would establish his throne on the blood 
and bones and ashes of his fellow-dtizens, and the 
downfall and eternal ruin of his whole country ? Think, 
reader I God bless you, think of the awfully terrible 
results which will follow secession and a dissolution of 
the Union r. 

In the number of the "Christian Banner" of Novem- 
ber 16, we wrote the following paragraphs. They 
were written and sent to the publisher before the Pre- 
sidential election, but were not published until after 
the election : — 

"Since writing our last article, we have conversed 
wHk a gwtleman,--a Qitiiea of NorUi Carofaift^ w1m» 
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lam just rettiraed from a yisii to SoutH Caroliiuu Be 
was in C<dambia> 8.C., and Btkjs that the ^people there 
are unanimously fcnr Breckinridge, and are in &yor of 
veooflncm. His testimony can be relied on, for he ia 
himself a Breckinridge man and an avowed disunion- 
lat^ But, reader, before this article goes to press, the 
destiny c^ our nation will be seeded. 

''We still hope that^ in the providence of God, LiUf- 
coin will not be elected. But, in the event that he is^ 
we would candidly advise our readers to act with 
the i^ofoundest deliberation and the greatest prudence. 
The present and future happiness of us all is involved 
in this matter. • Don't act rashly. Theory and prac- 
tice are widely different. To talk of war smd fighting 
is one thing; actual war and hard fighting is quite 
Mother thing. If possiUe, let us ward off the evil ; 
but if nothing else will do, and war must come, then 
let every one prepare for the very worst." 

We learned during our visit to North Carolina that, 
while the South Carolinians were for Breckinridge uid 
in &vor of seoessi<m, they actually wanted Lincoln to 
be elected. This may appear strange to one who does 
not understaad the " infernal" plot of treason laid by 
these arch-traitors to destroy the Bepublic The lead- 
ers of this treasonable plot wanted some pretext to 
justify them in their worse than hellish work in the 
eyes c^ the people and of the world. They wanted 
something to tiioroughly " fire up the Southern heart," 
and to prepare the masses of the people in the slave 
States to fall into their ''infernal" plot to destroy 
tike Bepublic and effectually and forever break up 
the (^bvenuneut. The el^olioo of Mr. Lifto^ lihtiy 
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mippo86d would do this. The Breckinridge ekctcm 
tliroughout the South had been careful to {nrepare 
the minds and hearts of that party, by teadiing them 
what to do and how to act in the event erf "certaift 
. conting^cies;" that is to say, ''if Abe Lincoln ii 
elected, we, the Breckinridge party, will secede firom 
the Union, and will drag all the slave States along 
wiA us." *' We will rah if we can, but ruin if we 
eaunot." 

That the whole plot was preconceived and predeter^ 
mined by the leaders needs no stronger evidenoe 
than the simultaneous action erf the whole party, 
turning, as they did, right over to the danmetide doo- 
taine of secession immediately afber the election of 
Mr. Lincoln. 

Li less than one mcmth from the day of the Prau- 
dential election, the contemptible ''seoesh" flag was 
floating from the top of a tall pole in the town of 
Goldsboro', North Carolina. We saw it there early in 
the month of December, 1860, even before South Caro« 
Una had seceded. This we were told by a citdaeQ waa 
the work of the Breckinridge party* Our heart 
pained us as we gazed upon what we then oonaidered 
and remarked at the time to our frieod to be the 
abomination of the desolation erf our own ni^ive, 
dearly-bdoved South. 

In returning to Fredericksburg early ist the month 
of December, 1860, from North Carolina, we learned 
in Richmond that the doctrine of secession was be- 
coming popular, and men everywhere were avowing 
disunion sentiments. On entering the cars in Eich- 
mond city, we fell in with an acquaintance — an able 
member of the bar — who immediately i&trodaoed to 
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TO the question of secession, snA, Breckinridge lawyOT*- 
Uke, warmly and most enthusiastically argued to con- 
▼inoe us of the correctness of his disunion sentiments; 
We reasoned the subject with him, and, finally, in a 
summary manner, summed up a few of the many hor- 
rible results of liis principles, if carried into effect, at 
all of which he seemed to be perfectly astonished. We 
dosed our remarks to him in the presence of others 
by simply remarking, " Time will prove who is correct 
on this subject." Subsequent facts spe^k for them- 
•elyes. Gome and see. 

On our arrival in Fredericksburg we were utterly 
surprised to learn that the subject of uncompromising, 
unocmditional secession was advocated by many, mostly, 
however, by men of the Breckinridge party. One of 
our dtit^is had gone so &r as to put a star on his hat, 
determined that all who saw him might know him to 
be a disunionist, — ^a rampant, hot-headed, brainless 
South Carolina secessionist. We began to tremble for 
the fate not only of the Ghilf States, but also for good 
old Virginia. We say uncompromising, unconditional 
secession, because the leaders of the secession party 
had determined to accept of no compromise whatever. 
They were unconditional secessionists, — disunionistsfor 
the sake of disunion. 
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CHAPTER XL 

fHK "BAHIHEE's" FIDILTTY TO THE SOtJTH Alfl) TH« 
tnnOH — UCPOBTAKCE OF PKEBEBTIHO THB XTHIOIT, ETC. 

1m tlie number of the ''Christian B«in^" of No- 
vember 29, 1860, under the head of ''Bandom 
Tbcm^tB Shot at a Venture/' we wrote and published 
the fidbwing:' — 

''Dear reader, this number cloeee the twelfth volume 
of the ' Christian Banner/ While we reflect on the 
tips and downs, the trials and afflictions, the crosses 
and loMies, the incidents and accidents, the sorrows and 
troubles, the privations ai^ pleasures^ of the last 
twelve years of our eventfiEil life, ike emotions of our 
heart are indescribable. We can't crush back the 
rising tear of mournful sadness. Our feelings are in- 
expressible,*— kno¥m to none but God, our heav^j 
Father* The waters ot affliction run deep, and roll 
heavily over our troubled Weast. We trust in God^ 
promisee. 

"Dear read^, permit us to say in this chaptw of 
' Bandom Thoughts' that, in our editorial of the first 
number of the 'Christian Banner,* which was pub- 
lished the 4th of December, a.d. 1848, we distinctly 
and most emphatically stated that we were with the 
South first, Isflt, and forever. That by the South, and 
with the SouA, we'd stand or fall, sink or swim, lire 
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or liie. That with her destiny our ovn ia inseparably 
connected. Come weal or woe, peace or war, £umne 
or plenty, victory or death, it shall be our pride and 
boast while living, and oar honor «id glory when 
dying, to yield up to Qod the Ueesed, Southern, vital 
air which we first breathed when we came into this 
grand, glorious, and sublime world. 

''We love the South, and we can't he^ it| and we 
don't want to help it, and we shall not try to hdp it. 
The further we get into the South, ihe more and more 
we £Bel like staying in the South. We totre bom and 
cradled in the South, we w^re eduecsUd in the Son^ 
embrcioed Christianity in the South, were crdamsd to 
preaeh the gospel of Jesus Christ in the South, mar- 
Hod in the South, setded in the South, hmot iived 9l\ 
cor life in the South, and intend to e2i« in the Sooth. 

''Thec(»npanion of our early manhood, the idcdof our 
heart, three of our children, our parents and anoesk^n, 
are buried and sleeping beneath the sacred soil of the 
South. If we must fight, and nothing will do but fi^t, 
let us fight where our noble ancestors fought, and Ued, 
and died, — eo that, when the fight is over, should we 
fiftll on the battle-field, and have no friends lefb to lay 
us low in the ground by the side of our ancestors, com- 
panion, children, and relatives, — ^we may at least be 
blessed and honored with the divine privilege to lie 
and rqpose on the sur&ce of Southern soil over their 
nacreA graves. 

*' Were we to turn traitor to the South, the v«ry ghosts 
of our ancestors would haunt us llirough all time; and 
our sainted parents, companion, and children wxMild 
never meet and welcome us to the heav^i and homko of 
the redeemed. WhatI wake up in \!km general resurreo- 
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tk)« axacmg Bki^ Bepal^caaifil No, n^mr, neter, 
^nmiftl Our pr&y«r to Gk)d is, tl»t, whra wo wake up 
in the general judgment, we m&y appear there a whito 
tnan, an hon&ft man, a ^en^femon, and a Chruticm* 
This Black Eepublicans do not bdieve can be poesiUe^ 
l&r they ^ da not fdSmMihip dave^holders or thdr apclo- 
guts as ChrisOcms.* We hope that in eternity our 
Individuality will be retained, and that we shall be oar 
identical getfj and nothing more nor less. 
" ^'Beader, you begin to think, p^hape, that we have 
turned disunionist, secessionist; but we have not We 
ore deddedb/, oomtan^, and whoUy opposed to a die* 
solutkm of tihe Union, ii it oan by OTiy posMU, honors 
die means be avoided. 

^ 'But how can we defend il^ South by staying tn the 
X!m<m?' Ay, that's the question, — the problem to be 
solved I How, we answer, can we the better defend the 
South by going out of the Union? 

** We will fight for the South, but we will fight for her 
t9t the Union; then, if we gain the victory, we shall 
liave preserved both the South and the Union, for the 
Bou& can only be saved by r^oaaining in the Union; 
then, if we gain the victory, we shall retain a prue 
worthy the battle, however kng, hard, and bloody that 
i>attie may be» 

''If we go out of the Union, whom shall wefight? Black 
Bepublieans? They are the only ones of whcmi fears 
seem to be entertained. What! voluntarily surrender 
.the Union, the boon of our ancestors, which cost them 
ti^eir fcartunes, tbeir bk)od and lives» into the hands of 
our sworn enemies, and then wage war upon them s^d 
try to whip them because we have yielded up to them 
Ibe FechNml Oommmjmt ? 
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''LeiuBBtayintheUnion^ andfi^tfor our rights tn 
the Union, and, if we cannot get our rights by fighting 
BlsLck Eepublicans in the Union, let us drive them out 
of the Union, and have things our own way, and the 
right and constitutional way. 

"Do we not virtually acknowledge our inability to 
contend against the Black Republicans by going volun- 
tarily out of the Union and giving up all into their 
hands ? If we are not able to contend with them in 
the Union, how shall we be able to do it out of the 
Union? If they can whip us while we are in the Union, 
they can whip us after we get out of the Union; so tha^ 
we shall be no safer out of the Union than we are m 
the Union. 

"Again, while we remain in the Union we shall have 
Ihe aid and influence of all conservative, constitutional, 
and law-abiding citizens at the North on our side; but 
if we go out of the Union, by force of cirGumstanGee th^ 
will be compelled to yidd to the Black Eepublicans, 
and must, consequently, finally become enemies, or at 
least inefficient friends, to the South. So that, by going 
oat of the Union, it seems to us that the South haa 
every thing to lose and nothing to gain : hence, in ad- 
vocating tiie perpetuity of the Union, we feel that we 
are advocating the peace, prosperity, and future glory 
of the South. 

a ^ffQ yff^j>Q opposed to any sectional man being brought 
out as a candidate for the Presidency of these United 
Staples. The result is just what we fearfully anticipated* 
But, seeing that a sectional President is about to be 
forced upon us, let us by every possible means inflnenoe 
him to do his duty, and crush out sectionalism, anni- 
hilate Black Bepublicanism, and thus restore peeov 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TBM WCFTM ftAClI9fOE9t» Vm 

good order, and liarmony once more to the idKde ooon- 
tarj. If he shall fail to carry out in good fiuth the pro*- 
visions embraced in the Federal Constitution, and hi* 
JSlack BepnUican constituents should sustain him in 
the violation of the Federal Oonstitation and his solemn 
oath, then let all constitutional and Union*loving citi* 
zens in the United fitatee rise up in all Uie strength of 
their aw&l majesty and level all their united forcaa 
i^ainst him and his wicked accomplices in crime, and 
make a full, clean, and clear sweep of the whole party* 

*^ We heartily repudiate the summary manner of indi- 
viduals, little communities, countiee, and States running 
out ci the Union by themselves before the time coinesi 
mnd before the word is authoritatively and o£Glcially 
given, by dragging down the glorious )Za^ of the Union 
and running up little 'one-star' banners, to be gazed 
at by the prudent, the wise and patriotic citizens of 
otu: once happy country. No such demonstrations 
should be made over the down&il o[ our gbriout 
Republic 

''The 'American flag' has been the pride and boost 
of every true-hearted American citizen. It has been 
tilie safeguard of all our rights at home and abroad, on 
land, and on the waters of the deep, blue seas. In the 
{protection of <Hir persons, our wives, our sons and daug^-^ 
ters, our property, our political, social, and religiocui 
priiolegeSy we have always looked to the American 
flag; nor have we looked in vain. Should we not now 
nxmni to see it traiimg in the dust, — ^the sport, and 
pkylhmg of the raah, the unwise, l^e imprudent, the 
prc^ane, the wicked traitors of our country ? 

''Had any ene dared to perpetrate an act so sacrile* 
lihM*«ix smiths ago, be would -have been regiurdftd a« 
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being either a traitor or a madman, and would either 
have been hung for treason, or else sent to a lunatic 
asylum. 

" Great God ! Is the Republic lost I Canst thou not, 
Lord, raise up another Washington to save the 
sinking Republic? A Jackson? A Webster? A Clay? 
Is our country ruined, — the mother of so many thou- 
sand sainted followers of the Adorable Redeemer, — the 
nursing mother and home of the Church, the Word, 
and the Truth of the living God, and of the gospel 
of the Lord Jesus Christ? Is our country gone, lost, 
and ruined, and has her glory departed forever? Save, 
Lord, by thine own almighty power, and save now! 

*' Reader, think, will you? This is no time to crimi- 
nate and recriminate. Evil has fallen upon us. De- 
struction is at our very door. We cannot shun the 
consequences. To ask who has done the wrong — ^who 
has done the evil — will do no good now. The house 
is on fire. It is nonsense to stop to ask who set it on 
fire. Take it for granted that an incendiary did it, 
and let us go to work and try and extinguish the 
flames before the building is entirely consumed. If we 
cannot save the whole, let us be united in saving all 
we possibly can. If we fail in saving the whole Union, 
let us save every inch we can. Let there be a united 
South. Let us plant our standards all along Mason 
and Dixon's line, and say to every Black Republican, 
Hitherto shalt thou come, and no further, and here shall 
thy insolent march be stayed; and let every Black Re- 
publican who may dare to set his foot south of that 
line, to wage an unprovoked war upon the South and 
her institutions, pay the penalty by the loss of his 
head. The safety of the South now depends on tlt« 
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unity of die South. If tiie secession of any two, three, 
or fbur of the cotton States takes place, then let the 
whole scope of territory south of Mason and Dixon's 
line roll off in one united body, and leave the Black 
Bepublicans to fight it out, and to take care of ihem^ 
selves, away over on the other side. This seems to us to 
be the best course to pursue to secure present and future 
safety to the South, and to prevent war and bloodshed. 
Let us be calm, cool, collected, deliberate, and deter- 
mined, and when the word is officially given, and the 
time comes to act, if action must be taken, let the 
mighty blow be given as if made by one man. Then 
will it produce the desired effect, and in no other way, 
nor at any other time. 

"Let us wait patiently, until we learn the result of the 
deliberations of all the Southern Legislatures and Con- 
ventions, and trust that God, in his wisdom and mercy, 
may yet devise a remedy for the salvation of the Union. 
We trust our Legislators, Congressmen, Senators, and 
President will all act wisely and prudently. This is the 
time when all should invoke the aid of an all- wise, all- 
merciful, and all-powerful Arm to save. Every one 
should think and act promptly. Let there be no di- 
vision in the South. If there should be, there is fearful 
danger that the South and the Union will both be inevi- 
tably ruined. Reader, think, will you? May God grant 
OS wisdom to do right, and to act in conformity to hit 
will in all things." 

Convinced, as we were, and as events have proven, that 
the South could only be saved by remaining in the 
Union, and all our sympathies, ties, and interests being 
in ike SouUi, it waa uimatoral and impossible that we 
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ooold be any thing oiher than a Southern man with 
Southern principles and sympathies. From the reading 
of the Abolition journals of the North, we feared that 
their object was, under the Administration of Mr. 
Lincoln, to make war on the South for the avowed pur- 
pose of abolishing African slavery in the South; and, 
from the character given Mr. Lincoln, during the Presi- 
dential canvass, by all the Breckinridge, Bell, and 
Douglas electors, we feared that when he came into 
power he would aid and abet the Abolitionists in carry- 
ing out their purposes and plans against the South. 
The only way, therefore, that we saw, by which the 
South could save herself, in the event of any of the States 
seceding, was for the whole of the slave States to unite 
tor the purpose of repelling the threatened invasion of 
the Northern Abolitionists. 

Subsequent developments, however, convinced us 
that the Soutii was not, and never could be, a unit. 
The Breckinridge party — ^the leaders, we mean — were 
as bitter in their denunciations of tiie Union men of the 
South as they were against the most ultra Abolitionists 
of the North, and, if any thing, more so. The degrading 
epithets which were constantly heaped upon the Union 
men of the South, by the leading Breckinridge or 
secession journals and orators, were only calculated, 
and that continually, to alienate the parties more 
and more. And, instead of becoming united, we saw 
that they never could and never would coalesce atd 
harmonize, and that, if the rebellion were to succeed. 
Union men, by force of circumstances, would be crushed 
to earth. A man might just as well make a lumping 
business of it, and give a biU of sale of himself tf 
the devil at once, as to have the iron yoke of sacessioo 
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unconditionally placed upon his neck. But ire shall 
notice this subject more particularly in a subsequent 
chapter. 

There is one consideration that has always been a 
source of deep mortification to our feelings. It is this : 
our friends and fellow-citizens either cannot, or will not, 
comprehend and understand our true position. With 
the most of them, every man who opposes secession 
is an enemy to the South and a friend to the Aboli- 
tionists of the North,— when, in fact, it is exactly the 
contrary. Every secessionist is an acttuxl, practical 
enemy to the South, and to the institutions and inte- 
rests of the South, whether he knows it and believes it, 
or not. This requires no argument : jEew^ts which are 
now constantly being developed prove it true beyond 
Knj and all contradiction. Secessionists are the traitors 
and enemies to the South and to all her long and 
warmly cherished institutions, as well as traitors to 
their whole country and to all the free, high, and 
holy privileges and institutions of this great Republic, 
— tills grand and glorious country^ Because of our 
heart-felt devotion to the South, our own dear South, 
and because we loved the people of the South, we op- 
posed secession. And because of our continued devo- 
tion to the South, we are now a refugee^ homeless, and 
almost penniless, among strangers. But, we glory in it, 
we love the South, and shall until we die,— but we love 
the Union more. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



74 THX G0K8FIBAGT WVmLED^ 



CHAPTER XII. 

0HALL THB FOBMEB OLOBIES OF A KATION^S GBEATNES8 
BE ANNIHILATED ?— DISSOLUTION OF THE UNION CAN- 
NOT BETTEB THB CONDITION OF THB OOUNTBT — PEO* 
PBBTT DBPRECIATINa— CONFIDENCE DESTROYED, ETC. ETC. 

^ In the number of the " Christian Banner " of Decern* 
ber 18, 1860, we wrote and published the following 
article under the head of " Bandom Thoughts Shot ai 
a Venture :" — 

" Great Ood ! Beader, has the fia^ hour oome ? 
Has the golden age of peace, happiness, safety, plenty^ 
and liberty, fled forever? Has the 'Iron Age,' the 
reign of terror, commenced? Is the problem, 'Is 
man capable of self-government?' solved? Has the 
experiment been made, and has the result proved an 
awfally-sublime failure ? 

''Shall the 'Stars and Stripes' of this once honored 
and revered Bepublic — ^the token of Amencaxifreedomf 
the pledge of security at home and abroad, by land 
and by sea — thenceforth and forever trail in Ae dust, 
and become a prov^b, a by-w(^d, and a hissing among 
all the despotic nations of the earth ? 

" Shall theAmerican Flag of Liberty stand out through 
all coming time as a {esrfolbeacon, to which all future 
despots will point, warning all future adventurers of 
liberty of the fearful and &tal American experiment? 
8haU this signal fsdlure bear down and sweep into t^ 
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Tortez of deep tad dark oblhioii all iiitare attempli 
Hot national liberty ? 

" Shall the greatnees, the honor, the glory, and th« 
freedom of this grand and sublime Bepublic be tram* 
pled into dnst beneath the unhallowed feet of traitors, 
tyrants, demagogues, despots, and demcms ? 
. '' Shall the names of Washington, of FrankliQ, and of 
the fsbihers of American Independence be honored and 
revered no more forever? Shall future generatiians, 
Ofur children and our children's children, never learn to 
lisp their names and talk of ti&eir moral greatness? 
Shall there be no heart, in all coming time, to lova 
them ? Shall their statues be brob^ down and erum* 
bled into dust, and their graves desecrated? Shall a 
tyrant's sceptre wave over their ashes ? 
, ''Shall all the ^orious memories which duster araond 
tiie Fourth of July be forever forgotten ? In a word, 
ahall ihe American people — ^American greatness, 
American glory and honor, American liberty, and 
proud, happy ^merioo^^-oS, aU be crushed^ — erushed^ 
r— 26«^ and last forever t 

''Header, thinkl God bless you, thinkl Oem th« 
ocmdition of the American pec^le be bettered in any 
wiae by a dissolution of the Union ? Let us suppose^ 
what is absdutely impossible, that the Union will be 
peaceably dissolved. Then what? Will produce be 
any higW ? Will the prices of negroes be higher than 
they have been and now are ? Will the people gene- 
rally be more prosperous and happy than they have 
been for years pai^ ? If so, how? And why? Answer 
us, will you ? 

" Twelve months ago, there was ccmfidence between aU 
the oommexoial interests of America and of the oUier 
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SAtioQS of iha dviliaed world* There was eommercnl 
confidence between all the States of the Union. Theiw 
was commercial confidence between the North and 
South. There was confidence am<H^ our fellow-^itizttis 
generally. Ftoduce of all kinds was bringing fine prioes» 
Beal estate was constantly advancing eyerywhere. 
Kegroes commanded enormously high prices. Within 
tite memory of our oldest citiaaui, the .country was 
never in a more prosperous and happy condition. He* 
ligkm seemed to be shedding and spreading its benign 
influence all over our happy country. But hark^ 
reader I 

. *' Within the last, six weeks the small oajm have shot 
up above the lofty mountains, portending the distant, 
gathering storm, and men everywhere are b^inning 
to prepare against the desolation of ihe whirlwind, 
whidi threatens universal ruin« Already the ominous 
rumbling of the awful thunder is heard in the feur di»t 
tance, and the hearts of the bravest men are beginning 
to quail as the heavens gather with blackness and 
darkness, the tempest and the st<»rm. Men are sob^^ 
into thoughtfulness. They look serious, solemn, and 
care-worn. They think, and wonder where, and how^ 
and when the scene will end. A nation stands treok* 
bling on the thin surface beneath which the fimous 
volcano bums! 

"The final results of this awfuUy-alarming state oi 
things are too deep and obscure to be £ath(»ned by the 
profoundest intellects of the nation. The President^ 
Senators, Congressmen, Legislators, and pe(^le are ell 
shorn of their intellectual strength, and are brought 
to ahnost a perfect stand-siill point How to shun 
the fearful consequenoea, all seem, to be at a lQ8a» 
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tn &e meaa iime/ coniSdenbe is eTerywh^ <yn tli6 
wane. Produce has fidlen; negroes have depreciated 
in value at least thirty-three and a third per cent; 
real estate has also diminished in value to an alarming 
^d?ent, and still the tendency is downward. 

''13ie general commotion and the awfbl tnaaciai 
pressure are being felt by all classes throughout th« 
whole Unioii. NdxAj knows where to go, what to do, 
or how to act. Universal bankruptcy threatens our 
whole country. This-^es, all this — is but the fitfol 
(Simmering, the deep-toned whispering, of the horid 
li^nings and awful thunders which shall soon play 
at our feety and roll in terrible grandeur over our 
heads, while the miyestic storm is raging on. Wffl 
the peofde submit to be engulfed in one oommoa 
rtun by demagogues ? 

" As yet, we say, a& is peace. The Union is not yet 
officially dissolved. The first blow has not yet been 
givm. The American soil is yet unstained Iqr ^ 
blood of her citizens spilt in civil war. If su<^ be 
the effects at the first appearance of the gathering 
atorm before the Union is officially dissolved, to what 
port shall we be drifted when the dreadful storm shall 
have passed away ? For God's sake, think ! Dissdve 
tiie Union, and tiien what? 

" Universal anarchy, for a time at least, will reign 
rampant everywhere. Divide the country! By whom? 
Where sladl the dividing-line be fixed? Who shaH 
decide? Divide the property of the Federal Qovem-^ 
m^^t! By whom shall the division be made? And 
how? i ppoint standing armies all along thebord^ 
^es for the safe protection of the slaveStatee? Where 
arealltheaoldiecBtooome&om? AndbywlmaaM 

7« 
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ihey to be equipped, fed, doi^d, and paid? Thej 
will all have to be taken out of the slave States to pro^ 
tect slavery, and will have to be equipped; fed, clothed, 
and paid by this prospective Southern Confederate 
Government. Money must be raised, and onerous 
taxation must fall upon the pec^le, to 8upp(»t this 
newly-constructed Southern Confederacy! What next? 

"Prepare the Constitution for the Southern Con- 
federacy I By whom shall this important document be 
prepar^? And how shall it be presented to the 
people of the several States who are to ratify it? Audi 
who are to form the Constitution of this Southern Con^ 
federacy? When prepared and presented to the people 
of the. several States, suppose some States will not 
endorse certain articles contained in it? As South 
Carolina is to prepare the document, suppose that when 
it is presented to North Carolina she rejects one point, 
Virginia objects to another clause, Maryland to a third,' 
Delaware to a fourth, Kentucky to a fifth, and so on ? 
That which may be greatly to the interest of oomQ 
States may be wholly ruinous to others. Then what? 
Try it oviar again ? Why, there will have to be more 
concessions and compromises to complete the Constitu- 
tion and permanent organization of this Southern Con- 
federacy than now exist under the Federal Govern- 
ment, or the Government of these United States ! 

"But what States will concede, yield,or compromifle? 
Some of these Southern States will have it all their 
own way and to their own interest, or they won't have 
it JEtt all. What then becomes of tiiis anticipated 
strong Southern Confederacy? South Carolina, 
Georgia, Alabama, Florida, &c. Ac., may confederate^ 
becanae their intei^ts, for the meet part, are l^e «asm; 
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Vot is it c^rtaiti that idl tiie slave States can oonfede^ 
rate and move on httrmonioasly together ? l^is is a 
fearfiil experiment, yet to be made, — a dark and mys- 
teadous problem to be solved. 

" What a deplorable and hnmiliating condition, we 
fear, awaits onr happy ccmntry in the faturel Before 
the Federal Gbremment is entirely and eternally 
Ixroken np, we think it jiist and due to each and every 
citizen in the Southern States to have the chance of 
either voting themselves out of the Union or to remain 
in it. If we are to go out of the Union, we want to 
go out of our own acoord, and not be thrust out against 
oar wishes. 

'^ If the cotton States have determined to go out, thi4 
JM no reason why the border States shall be forced out. 
And, before we coiwent to go out of the Union, we 
wi^t to know where we can and shall go after we get 
out Before we take ourself from under the protection 
of the Federal Government, we wish to know some- 
thing about the government and laws by which we 
dall be governed in our new relaticwi. This the people- 
have like right to demand, and it is their imperativer 
duty to demand it, before they madly and blindly rush 
into irretrievable ruin. This is no trifling subject. 
Oar political and rdigious liberties are at stake. Our 
peace, our happinon, our fortunes, and that of our 
ftmilifw, — ^in a word, every thing, — all, all is at stake. 
Shall, we th^refwe rudi on, in our madness and blind- 
ness, to universal and eternal ruin? Think, will you? 

. ^' War-pxeparations are being made in all directions. 
Whdan are we going to fight ? For what are we going 
tcfi^t? How are we going to fight? Where are we 
gjmg tafigkt? Whea are we going to fight ? When 
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tlie Federal Qovemm^t is brdeen np, who can oi&cufiy 
»nd authoritatiyely issue a war-i»rodamation? B^uhar, 
for God's sake, think! Surely blindness and darkrvMi 
and madness have seized the people ! To destroy the 
purest and best form of goyemment the worid hia 
ever known, — a Gov^nment formed by the dbazesi 
heads and purest hearts our country «ver produced, 
or perhaps ever will again, and rear up a new order 
of things in a few days, weeks, months, or even yearsl 
How preposterous the ideal The wisest sagea and 
purest patriots would become paralyzed at the threshold, 
and shrink from sacril^ so great. 

" Reader, we urge you to stop and think, Ckmsider 
well before you unconditionaJly resolve to take the 
fearful leap into the awfully mysterious fiitxire. Onca^ 
gone, all is gcmel — lost! lost! forev^ lost! Do jnot 
aUow piwsiiHi to drive you to ruin. Let us noi act tw 
l^tily in so momentous a cause as the present one« 
One false step may destroy every thing. 

''Let us force our enemies to do their duty. Let 
every friend to God and his country frown th^a into 
obedience. Withhold from them your influence ioid 
patronage; perish them into the path of duty, or 
starve them out of the Union and out of the world* 
This can be done, and it ought to be done. Alter ait' 
is said and done, however, that cMi be said and dons' 
to reclaim them, if they then take up the swctfd (d 
rebellion, let the South and the conemrvative element 
of the North slay than, hip and thigh^ one and all, 
good and forever. Save the Uni<Mi,^«ave the Con- 
stitution, — save our country, — ^at all hazards* Our duty 
is, to save our country. This we can do, and this we* 
Qfight to dp; and every true l»art should exclpte^' 
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'^Bjr tlit CM of our &therB, <^ t(^ mS ^. — 9%t 
ADttT^ry «AaS &e mwed.' Think, re^er, think! And 
mmj X3od order your thonghtB in the right direction." 

While AboUtiomsmiras culminating in the Kortii, 
fieonsbnkin was colminating in the Souths and, these 
two extremes meeting, the work ci rain is completed. 
And we now say that upon the souls of the leading 
AiK)litio9QiBts of the North and the leading secessionists 
of the South reets the whol^ responsibility of oS tlw 
horrors and bloodshed of this awful civil war. The 
Abolitionists were constantly goading and irritating the 
passions of the Southern people by meddling with the 
institutions of the South, eq>ecially that of African 
Blavery, — an instiUition which they neither understood, 
Bor in which they were in any wise interested, nor for 
whidt they were hdd responsible either before tibe 
tribunal of God or man, of heaven or earth, — an insti- 
tution which was recognized and protected by the 
(Constitution of the United States. 

The disunionists of the South eagerly seized upon the 
meddling and intermeddling of Abolitionists as a fit 
and justifiable excuse and cause for dissolving the 
Union. Every little aggression of Abolitionists was 
magnified into a mountain, while the strongest appeals 
W^e made to the passions of the people to ''fire up their 
hearts,'' and to pr^are and fit them for the perpetrating 
cf the most unchristian acts upon strangers travelling 
through the South and upon citizens who had emi- 
grated to the South from the North. Hence almost 
every man who was not a blatant disunionist was eyed 
with suspicion : some w^e fined and imprisoned, others 
,w^e tied to posts and whipped, others were tarred 
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uid/eaAerec2 and ridden on fence-rails,— ^liile othanr, 
again, were actually hung; and in one case a man was 
fastened up in a hogshead and rolled down a deep pr^ 
eipice into the Mississippi Eiver. In a word, it had 
beoome both difficult and dangerous for strangers to 
travel through the South unless they had recommenda- 
tions from the very highest authorities of slave-holding 
States. Spiritualism had already by law been sup- 
pressed in some of the Southern States; and all teachers, 
male and female, from the North, were becoming more 
and more suspected, and many of them had be^i dis- 
charged and ordered to leave the South,— ^all which 
was calculated to irritate and stir up the worst passions 
of the people of the North. 

The leading editors and orators of the Abolitionists 
of the North, and the leading editors aaid orators of the 
secession, disunion "fire-eaters" of the South, seemed to 
vie with each other as to who should be the most suc- 
cessful in effectually and speedily breaking up the Federal 
Government. Hence we rq)eat that all the hi^rors 
<^ this horrible civil war rest on their guilty souls; 
and they will have to atone for their abominable blade- 
hearted wickedness through all time and eternity, and 
to the people of these United States, and to God, the 
Judge of all. This may be considered by the very 
lanctimcmious religionists, Abolitionists, and Secesston- 
ists, as rather severe language to be applied to TTUMsJb- 
phUanihropisU and traitors, or to Aboiitwnistd and 
Secessionists; but if, according to the teadiings of the 
Bible, no liar nor murderer can enter into life ever^ 
lasting, in the name of Heaven, what must be the 
punishment in eternity of men who have been instru- 
mental in bringing about a state of affiiirs by whiidi a 
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jpai&m o£ men, nomen^ and cliiMwm have ben nrar« 
dered aiid mined? We have no apologj to offer for, 
nothing to retract in the opinion advanced above. 

In the number of the "Christian Banner" of Deceob- 
b^ 13, I860, we wrote the following : — 

"In this hoar of oui* country's gloom and deep dis- 
tress, where is the peace conservative spirit of the Chris- 
tian Qiarches? Ay, reader 1 there has been a deep, 
dark, snccessfol, ecclesiastical under-current at work, 
of which the great body of the people have remained 
in darkness. 

, "The ecdeeiastical parties that have agitated tha 
metitution which has brought our country to the pre^ 
sent fearful crisis should feel responsibilities resting on 
their sinful souls, weighty and lasting as eternity. 
BeiDon (A them; for within the folda of the white robes 
of the Church lie hid the keys of entire and an iron 
soepfare. 

" Why do not ike minkters and regions editors who 
have worked long and hard to bring about the rum of 
our country now ho^ ecdesiastical conv^itions, and 
resolve to act as peace-makers between the antagonistio 
parties? Why fold their arms, close their eyes, and 
remain as dumb as death, when sudden destruction is 
at our very do(»rs? Because the work of ruin and 
death is going on too finely to be obskncted now I 

" They may think to offer up their long prayers and 
foci the people into ihe belief that God will listen to 
their folly I Know, reader, that, if our country is saved, 
it will not be in consideration of the prayers of men 
who have helped to do the mischief. Trust nc^ to the 
pray«r« of vain and fixdiidi men, neither to the scheme^ 
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and intrigues of ambitious politicians. Let thepeople^^ 
all the people — put their trust in Gbd, — take their 
country's cause into their own hands, — and the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the Gbd of Washington, the 
God of our lathers, will stretch out his strong arm bf 
deliverance, and our country shall be saved. Lord, 
help, or we perish ! 

"Think, reader! The atheist takes from us all the 
consolations of the gospel, — ^all hope of future being and 
future bliss, — and for the hope of immortality and eternal 
Kfe offers the boon of eternal annihilation ! 

*' Destroy the Constitution of this happy country, this 
grand Bepublic, and what boon is promised to us for 
the relinquishment of all we hold so dear, so sacred? 
Bankruptcy, anarchy, civil war, starvation, death, and 
national annihilation I Header, we stand on the brink 
6f an awful chasm, deep, dark, and terrible 1 Let us 
think before we take the &tal leap !" 

' It will be remembered that, for many years past, 
there have been a number of professed gospel ministers 
at the South who have toiled with as much untiring 
teal to infuse the spirit of rebellion into the hearts of 
the Southern people, and to prepare them for the ter- 
rible work of dissolving the Union, as ever did the 
fUira Abolitionists of the North. To this heaven- 
daring, God-forsaken, traitorous, ignorant, ambitious 
class of preachers we allude, who offer up long, loud, 
and hypocritical prayers for Qoi to save the South, — 
that is, the institution of African slavery/ For, 
with this unhallowed class of white-washed devils^ 
negroism is the South, and the South is negroism. WUh 
this set of demons, (and their name is legion,) negroisnk 
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and trecuon constitute the standard of respectability, 
and give to traitors office, respectability, and position 
in sodety. But we shall spea^ more of this dass of 
scoundrels in a future chapter. The reader who has 
never felt nor realized the severities of secession may 
l^k we use strong language. But when history, in 
coming time, shall unfdd the horrors of this unneces* 
sary and ungodly war, and the stories of suffering mil- 
lions shall be rehearsed among themselves, men will be 
astonished at the mildness of the language and terms 
used by us. It is not necessary in order to murder a 
man to pierce a bayonet to his heart: to be continually 
persecuted, threatened, goaded, slandered, ostraci2sed, to 
be treated with continual contempt by old and young, by 
males and females, at home and abroad, by day and by 
night, at all times, in all places, and under all circum- 
stances, is a death to die which no feeling, sensitive 
man will ever covet but once. To live in a community, 
and be watched uid suspected, and to have one's house 
saves-drojq>ed by traitors and traitoresses, is a living 
hdl on earth, to be more dreaded and shunned by all 
honest men, gentlemen, and true patriotft than Home's 
JM of ioe and fire. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

HOREOBS OP A DISSOLUTION OP THE UNION — SOUTH CAEO- 
LINA PASSES AN OEDINANCE OF SECESSION — THE SECES- 
. SIONISTS JUBILANT — GENERAL REMAEKS, ETC.. ETC. 

In the number of the " Christian Banner" of December 
20, 1860, under the head of " Random Thoughts Shot 
at a Venture," we wrote the following, — ^which was the 
last article we wrote during the year 1860. At the 
time we wrote it, we had not learned of the passage of 
an ordinance of secession by the Convention of South 
Carolina. 

" Thank God, reader, this is the last chapter of 
* Random Thoughts' which we shall write in the ever- 
memorable and eventful year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty. This will ever be memora- 
ble in the history of America as a year of resolutioofl, 
legislatures, conventions, resignations, seoessions, and 
of the breaking up and the downfall and utter ruin of 
this great American Republic. 

'' The seeds of national ruin are sown, and the germ 
lives, grows, and thrives. The leaven of discord is 
doing its mighty work with unparalleled swiftness and 
accuracy. We have acted the part of a faithful senti- 
nel ever since we assumed the high responsibilities of 
the editorial chair. Some have mocked, others have 
become o£fended, while others, again, have professed 
to admire the bold^ fearless, and independent coarse of 
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tlie ' Banner/ Fools may mock and langli at the Yciob 
of wisdom now; but at the last they ¥rillweep over 
their own folly, and cry for mercy when it will be too 
late forever. 

" We have from time to time expressed oar views rela- 
tive to the present crisis of our common countary. We 
conid write vctones, if it would do any good or sars 
onr country. We fear, however, that the cKe « eoH, 
and can only now warn our fellow-citisens to prepare 
for one of the most awful and terribly-sublime revdu* 
tions to be found in the world's history, — ^the re- 
sult of all which, we fear, will be a miHtary detpotr 
ism. Let us not close our eyes to the.fearftd dangers 
which surround us on every side. Let us be watchful, 
|Hrayerful, looking unto, and constantly trusting in, the 
mercy and goodness of God to save us and our country 
from one conmK>n ruin. 

*^ To our female readers of the ^ Btmner' we would 
oay. Be calm. Be not unnecessarily alarmed* The 
Ood who has always protected his people csm protect 
them still. Look to tiie Bible, the cross, and up to the 
ikrene of your Father in heaven. Remember, a spar- 
row falls not to the ground without his notice, and that 
even the hairs of our head are all numbered. The reins 
of universal empire are in his almighty hand, and the 
rise and downfall of kingdoms, empires, and republics 
are all at his a»amand. 

''Nations, as well as individuals, have repented and 
<d}tained fergiveness from him. As a pe(^le, we have 
grown great and proud; and, although nominally 
Ohristiiuis, we have been unmindful of God our creator, 
and neglectful of our duties. If, therefore, our kind 
Father is about to lay on us tiie diastening 
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red, lot' us neither 'murmur nor repmis* It may all be 
lor our eternal good. Bemember, also, that yod ^ill 
be constantly watched and cared for by every brave 
8on of this declining Eepublic. Be strong, tiwrefore, 
jmd fear not. 

. ^ Never have we fdit moire 060I, calm, collected, and 
determined. We have passed through many storms 
of infinitely more importance to oursdf, individually, 
than a great naticmal revolution can be, so far as the 
dangers of simply passing through a revolution are 
concerned. The after-consequences are more to be 
dreaded than Uie revolution itself. To dieia a smcdl 
matter, provided the w(»rk of death be qtdckly executed; 
but the idea of becoming the vasacd of a pe% deqxyt 
is intolerable. 

"Remember what we say; — If this Republic be 
broken up, in process of time, we doubt not, every 
State in the Union will become a separate, inde- 
pendent sovereignty, with a contemptible despot at 
its head, and that church and state v^ coalesce. In 
each little monarchy the religious party that is most 
popul^, wealthy, and influential will be protected and 
supported by Government, to the neglect of all others; 
Reader, you may laugh now ; but you, your children^ 
and your grandchildren may weep and lament when 
too late. 

" Some even yet talk of a peaceable diisoluticm of. 
tiie Union. What wild and strange infetuationi Do 
South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, North 
Carolina, and Virginia think there will be a peaeeabte 
dissolution ? Why, then, are they arming themselves 
and making such heavy outlays in preparing for w^: ? 
What mean these ' Minute*Men' at the Soutih «aA 
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' Widd*Awake8' at the Koorth^ if there be do danger 
of war? 'Tis fcdly, abeord, downright madneee, to 
think of revolution without war* The thing is impoe* 
8ible« 

''We think it is an outrage for the Union to be 
broken up by extreme sectionaliBteu Let the 8outh 
ami the conservative men at the North resolve that the 
XJnicm shall not be destroyed. Annihilate the oham- 
fion Abolition leaders at the North and the leading 
aeoession tmtors at the South, first. If they oannot 
be conquered in the Union and by the Union, how in 
the name of Heaven can they be after the whole South 
goes out of the Union ? Let us have our rights, and 
have them where^ we ou^t to have them, — in the 
Unioui not cmt of the Union. Let us never be driven 
out of the ' big house into the kitohen/ or (should we 
not rather say?) out-of-doors into the wide world, when 
all our rights are in the ' big house/ — and that, too, by 
a set of fanatical Black BqmblieaBa and seosoBioo 
deiaagogues I Think of that, will you ? 

" We are for the preservation of the Union, thou^ 
American soil should be 9teqped in the blood of her 
brave, warm-hearted, patriotic sons. This will be the 
result if we go out of the Union. Therefore, before 
we would voluntarily surrender up the Federal Qoyem* 
ment to Black Bepublicans, and go out of the Union, 
we would fight th^n and secession leaders, the arch- 
traitors in this rebellion, until the judgment of the 
great day, and run ail risks of servile insurrections. We 
would either conquer them, or they should conquer us. 
Never, for God's sake, for Jionor's sake, for our coun- 
try's sake, for our children's sake, for humanity's sake, 
%ad for liberty's sake, never, never let ub act the 

8* 
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oowatdly and dastardly part of acknowledging our- 
selves whipped before we fight, and Burrendering all i» 
our enemies before we make an effort to save alL 
Caesar did not act in this way, nor did our forefaUiers, 
nor will we. Never surrender. Cling on to the 
Union. Cleave to the 'Stars and Stripes/ come weal or 
woe, victory or death. This is the way in which brave^ 
patriotic Americans should talk and act. Stand up for 
your rights, fellow-dtizens ; and nothing less than thid 
Federal Grovernment, this blessed Union, are our 
rights." 

In the same number of the " Christian Banner" we 
wrote the following brief paragraph : — 

" The South Carolina Secession Convention organized 
in Columbia on the 17th inst., and were driven by a 
small-pox panics to Charleston, where they arrived on 
the 18th instant. They had not entirely passed the 
Secession Ordinance when last heard from. But, in 
all probability, they will be out of the Union befwre 
this paragraph meets the reader's eye; rather a bad 
start" 

Before our paper went to press, we received the fol* 
lowing news from Charleston, which we published Ibl 
the same number of the " Banner :" — 

'' The Union dissolved 1 Late and important from 
South Carolina I Fourth day's proceedings. Secession 
Ordinance passed unanimously! Great exdtement 
throughout Charleston 1 The news received all over 
the city with loud cheers. 

" Chableston^ Dec 30.— The Convention was opened 
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yrith prayer to-day, after whidi the roll was called and 
the jouma] read. 

"A resolution waa offered inviting the Mayor of 
Charleston to a seat on the floor of the Convention. It 
was amended by including the (Jovernor of the State, 
the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the 
House. In this form it was passed. 

''The chair announced the appointment of a committee 
to draw up a sunmiary of the causes for the secession 
of South Carolina, and also for standing committees. 

" Mr. Khett offered a resolution lor the appointment 
of a committee of thirteen for the purpose of providing 
for the assemblage of a convention of the seceding 
States, and to form a Constitution. Ad<^ted« 

" Mr. Inglis made a report from the committee to prer 
pare and draft an ordinance proper to be adopted by 
the Convention. The ordinance is as follows : — 

'''An ordinance to dissolve the union between the 
State of South Carolina and the other States united 
Irith her under the compact entitled *'The Coostitutioft 
of the United States of America." 

" * We, the peojJe of the State of South Carolina, in 
Convention assembled, do declare and ordain, and it is 
hereby declared and ordained, that the ordinance 
adopted by us in convention, on the 23d day of -May, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-eight, whereby the Constitution of the United 
States of America was ratified, and also all acts and 
parts of acts of rtie General Assembly of this State and 
amendments of the said Constitution, are hereby re^ 
pealed, and that the union now subsisting between South 
Ccurolina and the other States, under the name of the 
Vtiited tBtates of America, is her^y diesolred.' 
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"passage of the ORDINAlfCE. 

'' The ordinance was taken up and passed by a unani- 
mous Tote of 169, — all the members voting. 

" Ths paaeage took place at predsdy a quarUr-pau^ 
one o'clock^ p.m. 

" The news spreads over the city* Great cheering. 

'' As soon as the passage of the ordinance was known 
outside the doors of the Convention, the tidings spread 
rapidly all oVer the city, and a great crowd collected 
in the vicinity of Secession HalL Immense cheering 
ensued. 

'' Mr. Miles moved that the clerk telegraph to mem- 
bers of Congress at Washington that the (ordinance 
had passed, and the motion was unanimously carried. 

" Mr. Dessausue offered the following : — 

'' ' Besoh^ed^ That the Secession Ordinance be en-* 
grossed on parchment, under the directi<^ of the At- 
torirey-General, and signed by the President and mem-» 
bera, tiiis evening, at Institute Hall, and that it be 
placed among the archives of the State.' 

'' Half-past six o'clock was agreed upon as the hour 
to proceed to Institute Hall for the purpose of signing 
the document*" 

The reader will bear in mind that "at predsely a 
quarter-past one o'clock, p.m., on the 20th day of 
December, one thousand eight hundred and sixty, 
South Carolina committed the suiddai act, which 
action influenced all the other seceding States to per- 
petrate the same acts of self-destruction. Notwitli- 
standing we had long anticipated the course which 
South Carolina would take, yet when the intelligence 
was received that the ordimMKie of Secesmoa was 
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actually passed, sod tliat SoQtli CWroli&a, our native 
State, liad declared herself dissolved from all conneo- 
tioa with the United States of America, the news fell 
upon oar ear like the deafening thunder of heaven at 
uoouday from a clear sky. To us it sounded like the 
death-knell of a nation's glory. The cheering and 
dancing of ungrateful, wicked children over the grave (rf 
of a kind and affectionate mother would have seemed no- 
more unnatural to us than did the great cheering of the 
citizens of Charleston over the downfall of their State 
atid country. Oh, what blindness ! What madness I 

South Carolina had suffered less fr(»n the aggre6si<m8 
of Northern Abolitionists than any other State, per- 
haps, in the Union. Her geographical position effec- 
tually secured her slaves frx>m the aggressions of the 
Abolitionists of the North. But she was not satisfied. 
Secession and the reopening of the African slave-trade 
tod free trade were long-chmshed idola and hapea of 
South Carolina. Charleston was to be a London, or 
Liverpool, and the leaders in this rebellion were to be 
despots and tyrants over thousands of the suffering, 
benighted sons and daughters of Africa's unhappy race. 

We venture the aesertion that Virginia alone had 
lost more negroes up to the time of this rebellion than 
all the Grulf States together; and yet Virginia was 
willing and anxious to remain in the Union, while the 
Sulf States, witli scarcely the pretext of the shade of. 
& shadow of cause for their rash act, thrust themselvea 
out of the Union, and declared they would drag the 
border Statea with them. We have often said, and it 
has ever been the honest conviction of our mind and 
heart, that if South Carolina had been geographically 
located as Virginia is, she would never have seceded. 
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But Virginia waa made a " cat's paw" for South Caro- 
lina and the other cotton States, and she has paid but 
too dearly for her credulity and imbecility. However 
much we detested the course pursued by Northern 
Abolitionists, the rash act of South Carolina in seceding 
from the " United States of America" was far more 
reprehensible than any thing the Abolitionists had ever 
done. 

It may be well to remark here, for the satisfaction of 
the reader, that the impression was made upon the 
minds of the people of the South that the fixed pur- 
pose of the Black Republican party, of which Mr. 
Lincoln was represented as being the head, was to 
make war upon the South, for the purpose of abolish- 
ing slavery, and that they intended to stir up the 
negro population to servile insurrections, to murder the 
whites indiscriminately, and turn loose all the negroes 
upon the whole South to do as they pleased. In a 
word, that there was to be a general "John Brown 
raid" upon a magnificent scale, which, with all the aids 
and Government facilities, would secure almost certain 
success. Hence it was that the whole South was con- 
sidered a unit to drive back any such diabolical, ag- 
gressive party. The Abolition journals of the North 
went very far to confirm the minds of the Southern 
people in this belief. But South Carolina was too fi»t 
for the Abolitionists, even if their purpose was as 
above suggested. The honor, the imperishable glory ^ 
of secession and inaugurating civil war was reserved 
for South Carolina! Shame on the State, and kafemy 
on the leaders I 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

^ Is tbe number of the " CSuriBtian Baiuer" of January 
3, 1861, we wrote the following paragn^hs : — 

*' JSeia Year. — ^We enter upon the New Year with 
feelings quite different from any in the past history of 
our eventfol life. This is the last New Year's day we 
ever expect to be worthy of being aocounted a citizen 
of the United States of America. We have resdved 
to take all things calmly and coolly, and wait the final 
result, whatever that result may be. 

** Before the next New Year our country will either 
be flooded with blood and carnage, or else settled down' 
upcm terms which will secure peace and harmony for 
generations yet to come. 'Tis awful to be Jield in a 
state of everlasting suspense. U war is to come, and 
come it will, we care not how soon. The sooner this 
question is settled the better it will be for the whole 
coantry. We fear nothing, so far as we are individu** 
ally concerned. All we care for is the thought that our 
happy country is to be broken up ; that the 'Stars and 
Stripes' of this glorious Union are to trail in the dust; 
t^At so many lives of our fellow-citisens are to be sacari^ 
fioed; that our whole country for the time being is ta 
beoQsne bankrupt; that all our social, political, and 
rdigious blessings, for the time being at least, are to 
become paralyzed. When, however, the storm shall 
have passed away, and this question is forever and per^ 
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maneailj settled, we may blees Qod that we passed 
throagh the storm to the end, that we and our children 
may forever thereafter enjoy the calm and the sunshine. 

" Our readers must pardon us for writing no more 
editorials. Our opinions now are not what the ezdted 
people want. They want to know what is going on. 
They want facts, not opinions; and these we will con* 
tinue to give until the battles are all fought and the 
victory won. 

"We say to the South, for Gkni's sake, for one an- 
oth^ 8 sake, for the sake of our country, let us all at 
the South be a unit As long as there was any hope, 
of the Union, we were for it, but, now that aU hope ia 
gone, we earnestly urge the necessity that the wholo* 
South stand shoulder to shoulder; come weal or 
woe, let us all live or die together. We coi^dently^ 
say to all our readers that they need not be surprised 
at any moment to hear that vrar has commenced. We 
read the pi^)ers from all sections of the country, and 
have a fair opportunity of forming tolerably oorreot 
opinions upon t^e future result of afSedrs. 

" In the event of civil war, the North has decidedly, 
ihe advantage over the South. The Kordiern peo{^ 
have war-implements, and all necessary fsK^ilittee for. 
manufacturing them. They outnumber the people of 
the South by thousands and millions. When they 
leave their feUnilies and property to march to the 
battle-field, they leave all safo b^ind them* Th^ 
have provisions and means to carry on and ke^ up a 
war of extermination. All these things should be well 
consideiiad by the Southern people. And it should be 
remembered, likewise, that the Northern p60{^ are 
fighting at home, as well as the Sonthem feapk. Tho 
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^1 Bevolationary War and the Revolution of Fnmce 
Will not be a comparison to the scenes which will be 
acted out daring the American internecine war. 

''We should not be surprised at any moment to hear 
of a collision between the secessionists and the troops 
of the Federal Gbvemment. That a peaceable secee* 
sion is impossible, and that civil war is inevitable, are 
facts which we suppose no sensible man will for a mo* 
ment question. We have again and again warned our 
Mlow-citizens of the fearful and terrible results of 
secession, and the breaking up of this great and glo- 
rious €k)vemment. Men will now be forced to fight 
and defend their rights, whether they wish to do so or 
Bot. Think of tiiat, will you? 

** If Virginia secedes firom the Union, she will, by the 
j^orce of circumstances, be a free State in lees than a 
quarter of a century ; and, as soon as she secedes, her 
slave property will become comparatively valueless. 
The actual depreciation of the value of servants in the 
dave States since the election of Mr. Lincoln is more 
than every negro in the State of South Carolina would 
sell for, at the enormous prices they would have 
bx>ught twelve months ago. This is <mly one of the 
smaJl blessings of blessed eecasion. Think of that, 
willyonr 

At the time of writing the above, there was but little 
to hope for. South Carolina had abready seceded, and 
the Oovemor of that State had been tendered the 
services of troops from Georgia, Alabama, and different 
portions of South Carolina. A committee had been 
sent from Wilmington, North Carolina, to consult 
With Qoremor Ellis npoai tiie propriety of taking 
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F(Mrt JdboBon, a Bevolationary fortresS; situated on 
Cape Fear River, about two miles from its mouth, and 
near the town of Smithville. Governor Ellis did not 
advise the taking possesion of the fort, but the com- 
mittee returned home resolved upon taking care of the 
entire Cape Fear section, — ^which clearly and fiilly de- 
monstrated the fact that Governor Ellis would not 
oppose die action of the committee, thus tacitly con- 
senting to the capturing of the fort. 

The Cabinet of the Congress of the United States at 
Washington was divided, and in a state of the most 
deplorable and ridiculous disorder and confusion, in 
relation to the course to be pursued in reference 
to Major Anderson, — ^the commissioners from South 
Carolina peremptorily demanding that he should be 
ordered back to Fort Moultrie. Messrs. Floyd, Thomas, 
and Thompson were in favor of his being wdered 
back, wKile Messrs. Holt, Black, and Stanton opposed 
it. Toucey and the President were non-committaL 
The commissioneirs from South Carolina affirmed that 
unless Major Anderson was dealt with according to 
tiieir demands, they should consider a nonrcompli- 
aace on the part of the Administration an act of 
<joercion, which the State of South Carolina would not 
tolerate. Senator Wigfall, of Texas, and Senator 
Davis, of Mississippi, urged President Buchanan to 
send Anderson back to Fort Moultrie inmiediately, as 
the only way of preventing a collision between the 
United States troops and those of South Caroliiuk 
It was stated that Buchanan determined to shidk th# 
responsibility of ordering Major Anderson back, and 
throw it on scnne one else. 

At this time/ also, great war-preparations were being 
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made at the Kiurth. It waa said that Mttachqaette 
waa ready to respond promptly to aay demaod made 
upon her for tnx^ to auatain the Union and the 
laws; that seven thousand troops could be. pat in 
marching order at twenty-four hours' notice; that one 
hundred and forty-five thousand were enrolled in the 
militia of the State^ and of that number twenty thou- 
sand could be easily mustered. If the reader is at all 
acquainted with the history of the proceedings of our 
country from the meeting of Congress in 1860 up to 
the time that it adjourned in 1861^ he will not be at 
aU surprised that men should have despaired of all 
hope of any amicable settlement of our national diffi- 
cvdtieB. Soudi Carolina in arms at the one extreme, 
and Massachusetts in arms at the other extreme, what 
w^re men in the border States to expect, but to be 
overwhelmed, annihilated, in the common ruin? 

Wesawno poBsible chanceof avoiding collision between 
ihe United States troops and those of South Carolim^ 
unless Virginia could st^ in between the two bellige- 
.rent parties as a pacificator ^ and devise some compror 
xnise by which to reccmcile them. Of this, however, 
we had but little hope, owing to the fact that all the 
secession journals and orators of Virginia were moving 
heaven and earth, as it were, to force secession upon 
the people of Virginia. Already had the secession 
party b^n openly and boldly, ajid, we may add, im- 
pudently and insolently^ to upbraid Union meui making 
all s(»rts of insinuations and applying all kinds of epi- 
thets to them, such as "Union-shriekers," "submia- 
sionists to old Abe Lincoln," "Black Bepublicans," 
" Abolitionists," " Traitors to Virginia and the South." 
All this and a thousand other tJiings were said and 
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done to ermh and damn the influence oi the Union 
men, and to scare and force them into submission to 
the i'nfemal demon secession,- — ^into the accursed re- 
bellion. 



CHAPTER XV. 



In the number of the " Christian Banner" of January 
10, 1861, we vrrote the following: — 

"THE CRISIS. 

"The crisis is on us ! Yes, reader, we are in the 
midst of a grand revoluti<Mi. The Rubicon is passed, 
and henceforth our country shall roll on to glory or to 
ruin, — ^which, God only knows. 

" Washington City is quite too small a place to hold 
all the towering minds of this great nation. The 
geographical boundaries of this vast country are too 
circumscribed to contain in peace and harmony so 
many millions of intellectual beings. The people want 
more elbow-room. They do not die fiist enough to 
make room for one another and for posterity. Nature 
is too slow in the execution of her duty. Artificial 
means, the sword and bayonet, must be used to expedite 
her work of death and destruction. It takes space 
and territory for mind and matter. The people want 
more territory for their physical organizations, and 
more space in which their towering minds can revel. 
They want more latitude, more liberty, more freedom. 
Mind is progressing and improving. The institutions 
of God and our &thers are not suffidently latitudinous 
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.&c the people of IUb geneistion. Ihete is a great up- 
heaving of miud, and the laws of God and man 
must be overthrown and the fragments scattered to 
the winds. Old things are passing away, and a new 
order of all things is being introduced. 

''Politically, the people profess to be governed by a 
rqfmbliean fbrm of government; and yet they axe 
gulled, duped, and led on to ruin by a class of unprin- 
cipled, aspiring demagogues, — a set of frothy, sophistir 
cal, school-boy orators, who rant and foam and talk 
about the sacred rights of the dear people, the hard- 
working yeomanry, the backbone and sinew of the 
country. This is beautiful I eloquent! sublime! logi- 
cal! ad captandum / 

" The dear people are thrown into raptures of political 
ecstasy by their party leaders, and swear they'll follow 
them if they land in perdition. Party zeal, political 
blindness, gross ignorance, religious &naticism, bigotry, 
and: intolerance have all conspired to produce the pre- 
sent revolution, and to involve our whole country in 
civil war and one common ruin. The fountain of the 
great pditical deep is broken up, and the desolating 
torrents are bound to flow on, and on, and on, until 
the question which has so long agitated thiis whole 
nation shall be permaniontly and finally settled. Tes, 
this question must and wfll be settled, before, peabe, 
happiness, prosperity, tranquillity, safety, and order 
can ever be restored to our country. It is bound to 
be done! Therei is no help for it. Must the sword 
decide ihe ciqntest? Must civil war, with all its con- 
comitant train of horrors, be forced upon us? Yes, 
civil war is already at our very door. Men say bytheir 
actions that it shcSl come, that they will haye war, that 
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tiie iBWord miist and shall eetiUe the question. W^^ Ui 
the sword decide the contest, let civil war once begin, 
and by the time the victory is won, and war ends, 
thousands who make so much blaster and foss about 
fighting will have it to their entire satisfaction. The 
work of death once begun, the warfare will be one 
general rnSlSe, fix)m the terrific character' of which tho 
mind turns away in disgust, while the heart sickeus 
and sinks into sadness. 

''A kingdom divided against itself cannot stand. 
Where is the civilirattion, where is the Christianity, of 
the nation ? Brothers going to war with brothers; 
&thers wil^ sons, and sons with fathers! This is 
civilization, this is Christianity, this is the spirit d 
the gospel, is it? Where are the preachers who 
preach the gospel of peace and bring glad tidings al 
good things to our ears ? 

"We regard any class of preachers and pretended 
Christians who will calmly and deliberately, in their 
religious deliberative bodies, vote for the breaking up 
of one of the best Governments the world has ever 
known, as being no better than whitewashed infidels, 
traitors to Goi and their country, and abominable 
hypocrites, justly meriting the severest censures luid 
warmest execrations of the wise and patriotic every- 
K^re. God save our country from the damning in- 
fluence of all such sects and parties." 

In the same number of the " Christian Banner" we 
published the following prayer, with a brief remark:— 

"MiLrcAET Pbatbr. — ^The Secession Conventioii sk 
Charleston, S.O., was opened on last Monday week by 
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ibe Ber. T* B. Ibij^, wlio prtyed to Ood, Mylng^ 
'If, in thine inacrutaUo providence, we should be 
called upon to encoimter the perils of war, may our 
arms, in the day of batUe, be under thy shield and 
Iux>tection. May oar wives, oar daughters and sisters, 
freely give up their husbands, brothers, and s(ms, and 
in the day of battle may they encourage them tostand 
firmly in their places in the assertion and vindication 
of their rights.' 

''The conflicting parties, if it were possible, would 
place the All-Wiae Buler of the Universe in as awk- 
ward a predicament as they have got the President of 
the United States* If he answer the prayers of the 
secessionists, he must disregard and offend Ihe people 
or 4he North ; and if he r^ard the prayers of ^e 
Northern people, he will offend the secessionists. So, 
what is he to do? He will certainly make no compro- 
mise with sin nor sinna?8, but will do right. There- 
fore, he cannot consistently answer the prayers of both 
parties. ISar do we int^id any irreverence in this 

It will be xeocdlected that about this time the Bepre- 
seirtatives in the Oongress of the United States from 
iheGhilf &ate8 manifested the most morbid indiffuence 
as to what was being done in Congress, some of them 
declaring that they felt no interest there, as their 
States were in convention imd would soon pass ordi- 
BanceB of secession, and they were only waiting the 
action ci their ^ates. A correspondent from Washp 
ington, writing under date of January 6, 1861, 
says,— 
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. "The Alabama and Misaissippi delegatidns held a 
caucus last night, and afterwards telegraphed to the 
conventions of their respective States, advising them 
to secede immediately, saying that there is no proq)ecfc 
of any satisfactory adjustment of difficulties. They 
resolved to remain here, however, and await the action 
of their States," 

These Representatives were sent by the citizens of 
.their respective States to transact the business of the 
.Federal Government, and to guard the interests of the 
whole country, as well as the special interests of tioA 
people of the States which they represented. They were 
sworn to observe the Constitution of the United States, 
and were receiving pay from the Government for every 
hour they held their seats in Congress. In palpable vioi- 
lation of their solemn oaths, in violation of the high 
and responsible obligations they were under to their 
constituents and to the whole country, instead of 
discharging their duties as statesmen and patriots^ 
they were constantly engaged in holding caucus-meet- 
ings and plotting treason against the Eepublic, while 
the troops at home were taking the arsenals and forts 
that belonged to the Federal Government. A cor- 
respondent writing from Mobile, under date of January 
4, 1861, says,— 

" The United States arsenal and forts at this place 
were taken on yesterday at daylight by the Ak>hMna 
troops. They contained 78,000 stand of arms, 1500 
boxes of powder, 30,000 rounds of musket-cartridges, 
and other munitions of war. Fort Morgan, situated 
eight miles below Mobile, was taken this (Friday) 
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mormng by the Mobile troops, and garrisoned by twD 
bondred men." 

Wbat constitutional right had the State authorities 
of Alabama, or any other State, to seize and take vio- 
lent possesedon of tiie '' United States arsenals and 
forts/' or any other property belonging to the United 
States ? Was this not a most wicked usurpation of 
power, and that, too, while these very States were 
represented in the Congress of the United States? 
The resolution declaring the right and duty of Florida 
to secede passed the Convention on the 7th of January, 
1861, by a vote of sixty-two ayes to four nays. A 
-committee of thirteen was appointed on secession, and 
their ordinance for secession was adopted; and at 
this very time the Bepresentatives from Florida occu- 
pied their seats in the Congress of the United States. 
J)etermined, as they were, prior to the meeting of 
Congress, to secede, why did they take their seats at 
all ? Only the better to enable them to carry out their 
diaboliciJ plot of breaking up the Federal Government. 
Hey had determined to accept of no compromise, how- 
ever satisfactory to the border States "that compromise 
might be. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

In the number of th^ ''Christian Banner" of 
January 24, 1861, we wrote and published the fol- 
lowing : — 

"Look to youe interest. — ^An appeal to the 
PEOPliE, ETC. Eia— At a time like the present, no man 
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irho has a bead, a heart, and soul/ can lock on in&. 
morbid indiflference upon the probable destiny of hifi 
country. Our God first, and our country next. 
Without God we could have no country; and with- 
out a country we could have no existence, — here, 
at ledat* When liberty of thought, consdence, speedi, 
and press are taken from us, we don't wish to re- 
main a citizen of this lower world any longer. 
And if we are proscribed, it matters little whether it 
is by popular opinion or the sword: the results are the 
same. 

" At a time like the present, every citizen should 
think calmly, rationally, and act deliberately and de- 
cidedly. This is no time for child's play. Every thing 
ihat freemen hold near and dear this side of heaven 
is at stake. The question is, shall we remain passive 
in the hands of corrupt, ignorant politicians, or shall 
we, as freemen, take our own rights into our own hands, 
and defend and protect our rights in our own way and 
upon our own responsibility ? 

" Five States have declared to the world that tixey 
are out of the Union. These five States are now all 
in a universal warlike commotion. War, war, war I 
fight, fight, fight ! is the perfect order of the times. 
Have the people counted the cost ? Are they prepared 
to shoulder the enormous expense, the awful taxation, 
which war must inevitably produce ? The seceding 
States may be prepared for all this. But is Virginia 
prepared for it ? What produciB has she by which to 
raise millions of surplus money at this time to carry on 
a civil war ? Already in debt as she is, and all her 
citizens involved head-and-heeb, more or less, in debt, 
how are thousands and millions of money to be raised 
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war? 

'' la it neoeesary that war nksil ooxne ? No : tiiera 
is no necessity for it at all. Oar national dijfficalttea 
can be settled, and tiiey ought to be settled, without 
war^ Why is this great hurry to precipitate all the 
ala^e States out of the Union befiure lincc^ ia inaugu- 
rated ? Can he free the negroes ? No. Oan he n»>Ytt 
the forts and arsenals out of the South ? Na Oan 
he force Bouthem men to act and fight against their 
own intereets ? No. Well, then, what can he do ? If 
Aire States can secede in opposition to the wishes of 
President Buchanan, why cannot ten secede in opposi- 
tion to the will and wishes of Mr. Lincdn ? He can- 
not prevent them from seceding after he comes into 
power. And if he and his party were to make war on 
them lor seceding after he gets into power, he and his 
purty would be more apt to make war on them for 
seceding before he came into power. So that there is. 
iM>ihing poesibte to be gained by madly rushing out of 
the Union, and every thing to be lost. Let us, there* 
fore, not be too hasty in this matter. 

'' The South will be forced to come to some understsmd* 
ii^ with the North in relation to the national property, 
Qjommerce, &c. &c. This the slave States can do better 
while under the Federal Gov^^nnrant and in the IJnk>n 
than alter they take themsdlves out of the Union and 
from under the protection of the Federal Government; 

''Let the border States stand firm, and demand their 
r^hts; and, if they fail to obtain them, then let them 
all act in harm(Hiy, and go together. It will be time 
for them to act when they have used and exhausted all 
loeapftfcr gedress aadfafled to otoaia it 
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" The election of m^nb^rs to the VirginiA State Oon-* 
vention comes off the 4th of February, and we would 
again caution our readers to be careful for whom they 
cast their votes; and, when they shall have the actioa 
of the Convention referred back to them for their final 
decision, let tiiem thoroughly understand the subject, 
and then act with as much deliberation as if their 
eternal salvation depended on the result of their action. 
If the border States do not secede, we think there is 
yet hope that all our national difficulties will be settled 
without war; but, if they secede, we firmly believe that 
the result will be a general war between the whole of 
the free and of the slave States, — ^which will result 
^ther in the subjugation of the South by the North, or 
of the North by the South. 

*' We are firm and decided in the stand which we first 
took, — namely: we are for saving the Union, if pos- 
sible ; but, if this eamK^ be done in justice to the South, 
then we are ibr the SoutL But, because others shotdd 
wish to rush hastily into ruin, this is no reason why 
we shalL Let conservative men deliberate and act 
with firmness, and the Bepublic may yet be saved." 

''Five States have declared to the world that they 
are out of the Union." It will be recollected that 
South Carolina seceded in December, I860. In a Con- 
gressional correeqpondence, dated Washington, January 
21, 1861, the reporter says, — 

''Mr. Hunter, upon request, was excused from serv- 
ing any longer as chairman of the Committee of 
Finance, — stating, as the reason of his request, tiiat 
his State was about to change har political positioiL 
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[How did Mr. Hunter knov, tiiree mcmtlu in adyance, 

that his State was going to aeeede ?] 

" Mr. Folk presoited a memoriisd, with aignatores 
oorering fifteen quires of paper, all wrapped in the 
'American &g/ praying the aiobption of theOrittendea 
reeolntiosis as amendments to the Ckmstitntion. 

"Mr, ^dell moved to take up hk reeointion^ in 
efect oensoring the President for not earlier sendiBg im 
the nomination of Mr. Holt as Secretary of War. 

"Mr. Yalee anneunoed the receipt of official intelli- 
gSQce that his State [Florida] had seceded; and said 
that he and his colleagues were no longer Senators of 
the United States. He read a yaledictory , in which he 
gave the reasons whi<di induced Florida to secede. 
Mallory — Yulee's colleague— ^^also delivered a vale- 
dii^ory. 

" Mr. Olay, of Alabama, in bdialf oi himself and Mr* 
Fita^atrick, £^o withdrew from the S^mte, in conse* 
quaace of official intelligence of the secession of Ala* 
hama. 

''Mr. Davis announced the seoesskm of Misaissipi^, 
and made a speech, after which ihe seceding Senators 
all rose and left the hall, — ^first taking leave of their 
old asBocis^^." 

A telegraphic despatch, dated Milledgeville, January 
19, 1861, ^ys, "The Conv«rtion, at 2 10 f.m. to- 
day, passed the ordinance of secession by a vote of 206 
to 89." 

Another despatch, dated Augusta, January 19, 
1861, sa3r8, "Our city is illuminated with fireworbs, 
and cannints are firing, in honor (d the secession of the 
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BtiAB. Bdls are ringing, afiud grat enttmsiMm toA 
rejoicing. Georgia is finfto." 

While matters wex» thos progressing at the Soath, 
tiie ocmservative men at the North were hdding meet* 
ings, and passing series of resolutions, in r^er^ioe to the 
course which should be pursued towards the seceding 
States of the South. As a specimen of some of these 
resdutions, we give the Mowing, adop^»d at a large 
and enthusiastic meeting held in the city of New York 
by the working-men of ths^ cHj: — 

^'BeBdved, That we regard the present movement of 
several of the Southern States, in resuming the powers 
they delegated to l^e General Government, as im eS&ei 
to preserve our Constitution from being overthrowa 
by Abraham Lincoln, as his party-platform requires 
and demands him to do. 

^'Hesoived, That we are for the Union, — ^the Union of 
our fathers ; for the Constitution, — ^the glonous charter 
of our liberties, — as expounded by the recognized au- 
thority, upon the basis of equal justice, liberty, and 
immunities to all the citizens of all the States." 

^^Resohedf l^t, believing that the pec^le of the 
Southern States are, and have ever been, oontent ta 
remain in this Union under the Constitution as origin- 
ally designed, we deeply sympathise with th^n in 
their unwilling resistance to an incoming Administra- 
tion, which, by a perverted and unauthori^ oonstruo^ 
tion of the Constitution, tends to destroy thdr peac^ 
welfare, and happiness. * 

^^Resched^ That we are firmly and unaltconably <^ 
posed to any and every attempt on the part of tba 
Government or the peoj^ of the North to coerce tiie 
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Soathfflm States, or any one of tiiem, iato sobmiasioii to 
the will of the majority of the people of the North, whea 
that will has bem authoritatively declared by the Sa- 
premeGourt to be in oppoeition to the true ccmstmctioa 
of the Comtitutiou of ^e United States. 

^^JBesolved, That we will, by all proper and legitimate 
means, of^xxse, discountenance, and prevent the I^pub* 
Ucan party from making any aggressive attempt, undw 
the plea of 'enforcing the laws' and 'preserving the 
Union,' upon the rights of the Southern States, be- 
lieving, as we do, that any such attempt can only result 
in a protracted and destructive civil war, to attain an 
end which tiiat party can really and peaceably accom- 
plish by abandoning their hostility to the South, and 
declaring their willingness to abide by the Constitutiom 
jts interpreted by the Supreme Court and accepted bj 
all conservative men of the counby. 

*^JBesolvedf That we r^;ard the Bepublican party, 
^hich, to use the language of Jeffiorson, * has wriggled 
itself into power under auspices of morality,' as em- 
bodying the policy that Great Britain has pursued for 
tk quarter of a century in endeavoring to equalize the 
races on this continent, — ^to reduce white men to a for- 
bidden level with negroes, and thus overthrow not 
<mlj the Unicm, but destroy the glorious free institu- 
tions whidi, seveniy-siz years ago, our fekthers extorted 
from an unwilling despot; and, if any additional evi- 
dence be needed to show the alliance of the so-called 
Bepublican party with the monarchists of Great Bri- 
tain to dissolve this Union, regardless of its fearful 
oonsequ^ices, it can be found in the fact that its recog- 
nized leaders in Congress have deliberately rejected 
flensftar Gritteaden's Compromise, although it is w^ 
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known that it does not grant the South her full, just, 
and equal rights under the Constitution. 

^^ Resolved^ That we demand that our representatives 
and servants, (and not our rulers, as some ignorantly 
style them,) both in our national and State Legisla- 
tures, shall at once initiate movements for a peaceable 
solution of our difficulties, so that civil war may be 
avoided, and the wheels of business may again begin 
to move, and remunerating labor return to thousands 
now out of employment and suflfering from the stubborn 
refusal of the Eepublican party to grant the South her 
just rights under the Constitution. 

" Beaolvedf That the State Legislature be respectfully 
requested to convene the people of this State in con- 
vention, for the purpose of securing an expression of 
public sentiment upon the new and startling issues 
which a few weeks have so rapidly evolved; and the 
Chair is directed to appoint a committee of five gen- 
tlemen to present these resolutions and this request to 
the Legislature." 

We give the above resolutions in full, that the reader 
may understand that the secessionists of the South had 
assurances which were satisfectory to them that, under 
any and all circumstances, they would receive an over^ 
whelming abundance of assistance from the North in 
the event that the "incoming Administration" should 
attempt to "enforce the laws" under the pretence of 
preserving the Constitution and saving the Union. 
The conservative men at the North were as ignorant 
of the real spirit and determination of the secessionists 
of the South as were the Black Eepublicans of the real 
and true condition of the slaves of the South; while 
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ihe saoeesioitistB (d the South were equally ignoraat of 
the spirit and determination of the conservative men 
of the North. We presume that the conservative men 
at the North had never anticipated an attack on the 
flag of the Union by secessionists. 

The secessionists had determined to accept of no 
com^omiae which might be offered. This they de- 
clared in the outset. Hence, with the leaders of the 
recession party, any and all compromise was a/ore- 
gone conclusion. Hie conservative men at the North 
1JK>ught, or affected to think, that these leaders actually 
wanted a compromise, the Constitution respected, and 
the Union saved; whereas they had determined on im- 
inediate, complete, and eternal separation from the 
"old Union." Presuming, in part, at least, on the aid 
and assistance of the conservative men of the North, 
and the aid and assistance of "fifty thousand Knights of 
the Qolden Circle,'' said to have been organized in the 
free States, they struck the fittal blow. Terrible was 
the disappointment, — ^but just what every sensible man, 
under the circumstances, might have expected. 

We believe that the conservative men at the North 
were honest and sincere in their assertions of friend- 
ship for and sympathy with the South. And, had the 
Southern States remained in the Union, and observed 
on their part the Constitution inviolate, and Ms. 
Lincohi had waged an aggressive war upon the South, 
for the ostensible purpose of liberating the slaves of the 
Soutii, we honestly believe that hundreds of thousands 
of men in the free States would have risen up as one 
man and united with the South and annihilated the 
Black Bepublican party. But when the Soutiiem 
States seceded, and first struck a blow at the iocred 

10* 
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flag of oar country, this was in<»re than the cchi- 
aervative element of the North had expected; and, 
seeing that the secessionists were the aggressors, 
the inaugorators of civil war, they, by force of circum- 
stances, if not from princi[de and patriotism, became 
united, and resolved to protect and defend the time- 
honored flag of their country, preserve the Constitu- 
tion, and, if possible, save the Union. 

The intelligent reader cannot fail to observe, like- 
wise, .that the expressed and published opinions of the 
conservative men of the North in relation to the fixed 
purpose of ihe Black B^ublican party in waging war 
upon the South in order to free the negroes were well 
calculated to rouse the suspicions and indignation of 
the Southern people. 

That the leaders of the Black Eepublican party, 
prcj>er, wanted the Union dissolved, to the end tha^ 
they might more speedily and effectually accomplish 
their unholy purpose in abolishing slavery in the South, 
they did not pretend to conceal. Knowing the ter- 
rible results that would necessarily- follow in the eveoft 
of breaking up the Government, we opposed it until 
we rendered ourself odious with the secession party^ 
Mid wellnigh lost all our patronage before we discon^ 
tinued the publication of the '' Banner.'' 
. The following chapter will show how fully and 
clearly we portrayed the horrors that would certainly 
befall Virginia in tiie event of hOT seceding. For all 
which faithful warning we axe a refugee among 
strangers. Thank God, we have a clear consdence. 
We intended good to our country, even if we did 
wrcmg. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Ih the number (rf the ''Christian Banner'' <d tiki 
Slat of Janoary, 1861, under the head of '* Bandom 
Thooghts Shot at a Venture/' we wrote and published 
the following six short clusters, which have since the 
wiq: b^an been denominated the '* Predietiont of the 
' Chrigtian Bcamer^ " how justly we leave the reader 
to decide: — 

"Chap. L—Bead, Think, Deterrmne, and Aetl—Oax 
soul is di^ustedy our heart sickened, at the school-boy 
bombast and politician eloquence of the day. This is no 
time for tropes, figures, and rhetorically turned periods* 
Political stumpHspeaking has infused deadly poison into 
the heart of the whole body politia War, pestilence, 
destruction, and death are at our very door, staring us 
full in the face, and yet upstart poUiioiana, would-be 
statesmen, and leaders of the people dare to discuss 
and harangue the people on abstractions which the 
speakers themsdves never can comprehend, and stop 
to read long sentences and paragraphs about the 
opinions of men who are dead ajii gone and have no 
part nor lot in the awful tragedies which are now being 
acted out all over our country. 

** Were the pree^it political aspirants and seekers* 

to-be-leaders of the people influenoed by the wisdom 

: and patriotism oi the immortal statesm^ and patriots 

whose opinions they affect bo ardently to admire, but 
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which they are incapable of appreciating, then our 
country would not be lacerated, rent, and torn into 
fragments, as she now is. 'Tis all a sham, a hypo- 
critical show, an empty bubble, a false pretension of 
patriotism, honor, virtue, truth, and justice. 

" Political tricksters and ecclesiastical knaves, urged 
and driven on by cupidity fDr wealth, position, and 
power, have reduced our country to the shameful state of 
degradation in which she is now held up to the asto- 
nished gaze and inexpressible derision of all the civilized 
nations of the world. And still freemen must acquiesce, 
must dose their mouths, hold their peace, stifle their 
consciences, pander to the cupidity and yield to the 
will and implicitly obey the dictations of caucusing, 
intriguing, wire-wcMrfring, life-absorbing, blood-sucking, 
political aspirants, or else be persecuted, prosoibed, 
Oitradzedl 

<' Never, while we have brains to think, a heart to 
feel, a tongue to speak, a hand to write, and a soul to 
save, will we become the dupe of fools, cowards, knaves, 
and traitors, nor tamely i^d meanly submit to the 
gag-law of any political or ecclesiastical associations, 
eonfederationa, or parties of men this side of eternity. 
Cowards, traitors, loungers, spongers, and loafi^s may 
shift, twist, turn, and change their political positions and 
religious relations with every popular tide that drifbs the 
scurf and scum of all political degeneracy and ecde- 
siastical depravity to the surfeu^ and for the sake of 
their bread and butter, grog and cigars, petty ofEices, 
and a little mushroom notoriety, succumb to the bid- 
dings and behests of their impudently-presumptuous, 
tyrannical leaders, while honest men, freemen, brave 
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men, and patriots, look on with pity Bopremd, sad torn 
away with loathing and disgust inexpressible I 

" * Liberty or death I ' should be the watchword <rf every 
American citizen. Liberty of consciaice, liberty of 
speech, liberty of action, and liberty of the press, 
should be the uncompromising demand of all freemen, 
and they should submit to nothing less." 

" Chap. IL — ^It is argued that secession is constitu- 
tionally right. Grant it. But is it expedient? That 
is the question. Many things may be lawful which are 
by no means expedient. Secession or revolution, under 
<»rtain circumstances, would not only be constitution- 
ally right, but absolutely necessary. Is this the case 
now ? Has the time actually come, and do the circum- 
^stances absolutely demand the secession of any one or 
of all the slave States ? If it be unconditionally neces- 
sary for one to secede, does the same necessity demand 
thsA all shall secede? Has the work of secession and 
revolution commenced and progressed in a way to 
prove it expedient and to commend itself to the world? 

''The ostensible causes of secession are: first, to 
save the South from further Abolition aggressions; and, 
secondly, to free the country from the continual agita- 
tion of the slave question. The objects sought to be 
gained by secession are: first, to pehnanentb/ establish 
the institution of African slavery; secondly, to extend 
slave territory; and, thirdly, to reduce the pric* of 
slave labor. Will secession accomplish all this? Some 
seem to think so. They are woefully mistaken. 

"Never will the vexed question of African slavery 
cease to be agitated so Itmg as there are AboUtionists 
in the Ncoih and slaves in the South. The fixed de- 
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terinittstica and settled prindples of Abditiobista are, 
never, never to give up the conflict until African elavery 
is exterminated. This is Uieir object, their design, 
tiieir work. Tl^y do not pretend to disgaise the &ct 
80 that nothing can ever be gained by secession on this 
joore. 

^^ Will secessirm save the 8<mth from farther Abcdttiolk 
agressions? If so, how? Secessionists say, 'We 
will form treaties and enter into leagues with tiie Abo* 
litionists after we secede, and, for the sake of our tra^, 
they will spare our slaves.' Have they said so? Havla 
they promised to do this? No: they have not, and 
they never wHL Are they not bound by leagues and 
treaties now under the Constitution? and do they ob- 
serve them? If they violate treaties and break Ic^tgues 
under the Constitution and while tiiey are in the 
Union, what assuranoes have we that they will make 
leagues and tireaties and c^serve them inviolate aftor 
they get out of the Union and are free from all constitu- 
tional restraints and obligations? If they perpet^rata 
d^redations in the Union and under the influence ol 
the Constitution, they will do it much more abundantly 
after the Federal (Government is broken up. They will 
never enter into any treaties nor form any leagues 
with the South, on which the continuance and perpe- 
tuity of African slavery sure contemplated. This is a 
fixed fact. 

• Dissolve the Union, break up the Federal Gtovent- 
ment, and will not the same proximity still exist b^ 
tween the dave and free States that exists now? 

"Divide the Union, and the same morbid moral 
sentiment will r^nain in the heists of Abcditionists that 
drivea them on to daring deeds of madness now*. 
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'' IHfidte die Union, and a thooaaiid new cuaet <tf hate 
f^d eternal animoeity will opiing tq[> among all partiea. 

'' Divide the Union, break up the Federal Gorenunent 
in advanoe of terms and treaties of separation between 
the North and South, and ike door for any subsequent 
equitable separation is forever dosed, and the key lost 
Ui the depths of et^nity. 

''Divide the Union, and the floodgate is hoisted 
through which a concentration of curses will flow that 
baffles all human thought to conceive. 

" Divide the Union, break up the Federal Qovemmenty 
and civil war begins, which will only end in the domi- 
naticm of ibB South over the North, or (tf the North 
over the Scmtiu 

'' Dissolve the Union, and military and ecdesiasticaL 
despotism, or absolute monardbies, will suj^ant the 
tree of liberty and all the blessings of freedom. 

"Dtesolve the Union, break up the Federal Qovam- 
me^t, and the liberty of conscience, the liberty of speech, 
tiie liberty of action, the liberty of the press, and ^ 
liberty of a cmce free, independent, prosperous, and 
hi^py people, are gone, and gone forever^ 

*' Dissolve the Fed^al Qovemment, wd the reign (^ 
terror begins. 

"Dissolve the Union, and an era more to be dreaded 
than the dark ages commences. 

''Dissolve the Union, ai^d the guiUotine will take ihe 
place of the 'St^-Spangled Banner;' and whpever 
dares to speak a w<»rd against deqpots and tynmts, ^ 
will gohk head. 

"Dissolve the Union, and the TTUtny, the dear people, 
the hard-working yeomcmiryt will all become the viasala 
of the/«o. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ISO TBM 00MVIB40V VMiVMUMIK 

^ DiBSolTd ike Unions and all ike poor will become 
tiie veriefit menials of the lords and rtefervof tbe peopled 

*' Are Virginians prepared for all these things ? If so, 
dissolTe tiie Union, break up the Fedend Goremment^ 
and the work of death and desolation is done I 

*' If the slave States oonqner the free States, then the 
institution of African slavery ??iay -continue for the next 
half^century; then will slave labor be reduced to an 
insignificant prioe; then may slave territory be ex- 
tended. But, before all this is gained, our country will 
be drenched in blood : most of those now living will 
nevOT live to see slave t^ritory expanded; they wiH 
never realize t^e glories of cheap slave- labor; they 
will never need itl Even should the Soutii succeed, 
will the spoils be worth the fight, the crown, the sacri* 
fice? Answer us, mothers, you who have sons and love' 
them I Answer us, wives, you who have husbands and 
look up to and rely on them for protection I Against 
a fcnreign enemy every citizen should lift his hand, and 
riA his life, cuad sacrifice all things for his country and 
his country's glory ! It is not so in the present case. 
They are bone of our bone, flesh of our flesh, our' 
brethren, our fellow-citisens. How, then, dare we, 
being brethren, as we are, go to war with one an* 
oAer? 

'' But suppose the^ree States should conqu^ the slave 
States? Then African slavery is exterminated ! Never 
would the victorious North enter into any lareaty wH^ 
the subdued Sout^ in which the continuance of African' 
slavery were contemplated. The idea is supr^nely 
prspostepons. If, HierelcH-e, the Federal Gbvonment 
be broken up, and civil war follow,— which it oertcdniy 
will, — and ih/Q free States acdbjngate the^ala^ States^ 
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*hesB African skvwy, slave territory, and slave labor 
are all at an eaud. Ezt^reme AboUtioiiitts want the 
Federal Government broken up? because this, they say, 
will hasten the abolition of slavery. 1^ present pro« 
oess is too slow for ihem. They want to accomplish 
the work at once. 

, "Chap. III. — What can Virginia gain by ieee^ 
non ? — Suppose it were possible for a peaceable sepa» 
ration of the Union to be consummated, and that a 
Soathem Confederacy of all the slave States were formed: 
what would Virginia gain by the operation? How can 
8ihe be benefited in the least conceivable degree by uniting 
h^ destiny with a cotton or Soathem Confederacy ? The 
cotton States say they don't want to sell negroes, — they 
want to buy them at the lowest possible prices. Their 
income is from cotton and sugar produced by slave 
labor : therefore they want negroes to raise cotton and 
sugar. Hence it is to their interest to get negroes ai 
dieap as possible. We «ay ' their interest,' because they 
are going in for tixmr mon interest in doUare and cenie* 
This no one will deny who understands the subject. 
Hence the process by which the cotton and sugur States 
are to be bmlt up and ewriched, should they succeed, is 
the very process by which Virginia is to be pulled 
down, impoveridied, and degraded. 

"For example, a Virgmia £irmer owes a cotton* 
pkat^ Ufa thousand dollars, and has no means by 
which to luise the money, except from the sale of eithei? 
his land or his negroes. He dislikes to give up his home, 
and if he were to propose to sell it to the pl^mter, 'No,' 
says the planter, ^I don't want your land: itisof no use 
teoie: I^aimat transport it taSouth Chuwlina, Ckcwya^ 

u 
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Florida, &c. Ac. ; but I will take negroes at fair valua- 
iion to the amount of my claim, otherwise you must 
pay me the cash.' 

" ' What is a fair valuation?' asks the Virginia debtor. 

"'I can buy first-rate cotton-field hands/ says the 
cotton-planter, 'for $250 per head; but as you owe me, 
and are in a ' tight place,' in order to favor you I will 
allow you $300 per head for good field-hands, but not 
a cent more.* 

" So the rich cotton-planter, to satisfy the insignificant 
claim of ten thousand dollars, drives off thirty-three ne- 
groes, good field-hands, who to him are as valuable as if 
he had paid one thousand dollars per head for them. 

"Can Virginia afford to raise negroes at $300 per 
head? No; she cannot. Hence it will be observed 
that precisely in the same ratio as negroes depreciate 
in value, Virginia is impoverished, aad the cotton 
and sugar States are built up and enriched. We have 
never yet heard the first good reason given by any 
one why Virginia should secede ; nor can any one 
point out a single blessing that will be received by 
her in the event of her seceding, unless the abolitk>a 
of slavery from her territory be a blessing. 
. " Look at the present state of things in Virginia and 
in the South. Large slave-holders in Virginia, who, 
twelve months ago,, were supposed to be worth one 
hundred thousand dollars, are now not worth more than 
two-thirds of that amount ; and the day that Virginia 
passes the ordinance of secession, negro property in 
Virginia will become comparatively valueless. The 
cotton and sugar States are not at all affected by the 
depreciation in the value of negroes in Virginia, b^ 
cause, if there iihould be a decUoA in cotton aiid trngajr. 
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tk& pdcein labor is so much cheacp^ that they Can 
need only raise more produce to make up for the lost is 
prices. 

" Virginians action of secemon is virtually Virgima's 
Miohfor the abolition of aU her slave property. Se- 
cession is vvrtmUy abdUiorUsm. Secession is sxibnns* 
sion. We are no abolitiomst ; we are no suiynUssionist; 
and, ther^fiyre, we are no secessionist If this be treason^ 
our head is ready fo^ the guillotine I But who is the 
executioner V* 

" Chap. IV. What wHl Virginia lose by secession ?— 
If Virginia secede from the Federal Government, shd 
will certainly lose all her negro property, 

'' She will lose thousands of her noblest sons and fiedr- 
est daughters. 

*' She will lose h^ money and credit, and wind up in 
baokixiptcy and ruin. 

" She wUl lose her horses, com, meat, silver-ware, and 
valuable household-furniture by midnight assassins^ 
plunderers, and highway-robbers ; banditti will f^rowl 
and swarm through the country worse than Egyptian 
locusts. 

'* She will lose many of her fine residences, beautiful 
villages, and thriving towns, 

^' She will lose all her peade, quiet, and happiness 
during the whole period of a kmg-protracted civil 
war. 

" She will lose, many of her sanctuaries, and the regu* 
lar, undisturbed public worship of Almighty Gbd. 

" She will lose the kind feeling, friendship, affectkm, 
and love which now exist among friends, ne^hbors, 
tiHtem, azul xalatiTes. 
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^ She will lose her schools, academies, and cdleges, 
and all facilities of educating her youth. 

"She will lose all she has gained in agricultural im- 
provements, all her prosperity and thriffe. 

" Her territory will become a common battle-field, and 
her soil be saturated with the blood of the wounded, 
dead, and dying. 

" In a word, she will lose all that she now holds near, 
dear, and sacred, and her history, honor, and glory 
will end in seas of blood, when the din and strife of the 
battle-field and the thunders of civil war shall have 
passed away. 

" Is Virginia prepared for all these things ? If she 
be, then let her secede, and the sooner the better." 

" Chap. V. Has every possible effort been made to save 
the Union? — Has every possible efibrt been made to save 
the Union that statesmen and patriots ought to have 
made ? Why did not Southern Senators and Congressmen 
take their stand in the Senate-Chamber and Congress 
halls, with the Constitution in one hand, and, if neces- 
sity demanded it, a bayonet in the other, and swear by 
the God of their fathers that the Federal Government 
should be honored and maintained, and that the South 
should have her rights in the Union, or that their own 
lives should be sacrificed on the altar of liberty, on the 
altar of their country? Then all patriots' hearts 
would have beaten in unison, and Abolitionists would 
have quailed before the influence of the united band 
of American patriots, and peace and prosperity would 
have continued. 

" Did not most of the Representatives from the cott(Hi 
and sugar-growing States manifest a spirit of morbid 
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indiflbrence to ike iatereate of tli9 Federal G6veni«* 
menty from the beginning of the preeeat eessioa ct 
Congress up to the time they resigned their seats? 
Why was this? Because, prior to the session of 
Congress, they had determined to secede from the 
Union, and, therefore, felt no interest in the weliiaxe of 
the Union, and did nothing to save it, but every tixing 
they could do to break it up« Have not their leading 
men said that neither the ^lactment of the ' Personal 
Liberty Bills,' 'nor the election of Abraham Lincoln' 
to the Presidency of these United States, was the cause 
of their secession, for that they had desired for *up* 
wards of thirty years' to separate th^nselves from 
the Union? 

"And, finally, when Virginia officially sends her mee- 
saiger, Judge Eobertson, to advise and consult with them 
in this extreme hour of peril. South Csurolina officially 
spurns him, and resolves to enter into no consultation 
with him for the sake of the puUic good. And now 
we are told that if the seceding States will return 
4o the Union, Yirginia will not secede; but> unlesB 
they do, Virgiiiia mwt aececfe,— she must go with her 
Southern sister States. Gentlemen tell us that it is a 
disgrace, a degradation, to submit to and live under the 
Adminifitration of Mr. Lincoln; Then the idea is simi^y 
this : if the cotton States will submit to the infamy 
of serving under the incoming Administration, Vir- 
ginia will ! This is cool impudence, is it not? If it 
be no disgrace to serve und^ the incoming Admi- 
nistration vnih the cotton States, it is no disgrace to 
fierve under it without the cotton States. And, on the 
other hand, if it be a dishiHior to serve under the in- 
xxHning A^mmistration without the cotton States, it is 

11* 
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a dishonor to serve under it with the cotton Statea, 
Why, then, do gentlemen tell ns that unless the cotton 
States return into the Union, Virginia ought to go and 
must go out of the Union ? Are they serious when they 
talk to us in this way? Do they wish the cotton States 
to come back into the Union and thus disgrace them- 
selves and cause Virginia to be dishonored? Why, 
then, place the secession of Virginia on any such ridicu- 
lous condition? The fact is, gentlemen who argue ia 
this style want no compromise, and they are de- 
termined to accept no compromise, however acceptable 
and satisfactory it might be to the people. 

"Why did not the cotton States and the whole South 
secede in the winter of 1859 and 1860, immediately 
after the 'John Brown raid'? Were not these obnox- 
ious laws about which so much complaint is now made 
on the statute-books of the Northern States then? 
Why was not the Federal Grovernment broken up then? 
Have any new developments come to light since? 
Why, then, this upheaving of heaven and earth to pre- 
cipitate all the Southern States out of the Union b^ore 
the commencement of the incoming Administration? 
Are Virginians to be scared and driven headlong and 
blindly into ruin ? Will freemen be forced into mea- 
sures ? No, never, never, while God reigns, and 
truth, justice, patriotism, and liberty remain among 
mortals! We repel a threat, whether it comes from 
men or demons^ from earth or perdition 1 

"We claim rights, and are determined to have our 
rights; and if Virginia and all the border States will 
stand firm, shoulder to shoulder, we confidently believe 
that we can yet obtain all our rights in the Union 
and under the Federal Qovemment, It will be at* 
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tcn^d with much leas expense and haiard for {he States 
which have already seceded to return to the Federal 
Government, than for all the border States to follow 
in the wake of the seceding States. And if they shall 
never wish to return, let them remain in peace. Let 
no blood be spilt." 

" Chap. VL — ^The cotton States have made their elec- 
tion, and are rejoicing at it. They all claim to be 
sovereign, independent republics. They boast of their 
i^siMty to protect themselves, but, should they need 
help, they are loc4dng to England and France. Strange 
alliance this! But England and France want 'King 
Cotton,' and the cotton States want cheap labor, — ^that 
is, negroes for about $150 per head. 

" The cotton States, in making their election, con- 
sulted neither the wishes nor the interest of Virginia, 
nor those of any of the border States. They have acted 
with reference to their own secular interests and indi- 
vidual safety, and that only. Is Virginia, therefore^ 
under any obligation whatever to follow these States out 
of the Union? STo; and if she should, she will act with 
mare imbecility than we had supposed h^ capable of. 
Virginia and ^e border States have now to look to 
their own safety and interest, and in doing that they 
may, if they will, save the whcde country from desola- 
tion and ruin. Let them r^nain in the Unicm and 
avail themselves of the provisions of the Federal GFo- 
venuna^t, and demand iheir constitutional rights, and 
if they &il to obtain them, and after all are forced to 
fi^t, let them fight with the 'Stars and Stripes' 
floating over the battle-ground. But if Virginia and 
the other horAer States remain firm, we confidently 
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'belieye that the whole difficulty will at last be dettlei 
amicably, and that no Uood will be spilt. The Stfi^et 
that have already gone out of the Union, or any otiiers 
that may hereafter go, let them go and remain in peaoe* 
The idea of instituting civil war to force them to corn* 
back into the Union is ludicrous ! 

"Take time, and let the people, North and South, 
fully understand the subject and weigh all the conse- 
quences, and, upon reflection, we believe that the conc^i* 
trated good sense, patriotism, and influence of the ixmr 
servative element within the Federal Government, 
North and South, will save the country from war and 
bloodshed r 

ANNOTATIONS ON THE ABOVE CHAPTEES. 

, Chap. I. ^^Sehocl-bcy bombast'' — ^It will be rem^n- 
bered that, at the time the above chapters were written, 
little politicians and small lawyers were making flow* 
ery speeches on the positive beauties and anticipated 
glories of seoession, which were well calculated to tickle 
the ear and please the fuicy of superficial thinkers, 
or rather of those who were not capable of think-^ 
ing and of reasoning lexically on any subject. These 
bombastic stump-speakers, by trying to make a show 
of learning, eloquence, and deep research into the mys- 
tical and abstruse subjects which were agitating the 
whole nation, played upon the passions and presumed 
upon the ignorance and credulity of their hearers, and, 
we are sorry to say, with too serious efiect. 

" Upstart politicians^* — ^During the reign of the 
*' Order of the Sons of Temperance" in Virginia, hun- 
dreds of orators were manu&etured out of all aorta oi 
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material, whicli but for that order would never baveliad 
even a mushroom notoriety, but would have remained 
quietly in their even and unbroken line of obscurity 
until the general resurrection. In like manner, seces- 
sion became all of a sudden the great manufacturing 
machine for orators, and fathers became astounded at 
the latent powers of eloquence and the deep unfathom- 
able fountain of political wisdom, patriotism, and chi- 
valry which burst forth from the preoocums boys. 
These new orators and wee politiciana never failed to 
have a crowd of brainless hearers, who were always 
9urcharged with gas, cocked and primed, ready to hu2eat 
huzza ! huzza ! whenever the orators spoke of the ^* blue- 
necked, white-livered Yankees," the "old black-hearted 
Abolitionist, Abe Lincoln." And when they would 
speak, as they always did, of the "Unionnshriekers," 
the "followers and admirers of old Abe Lincoln," the 
" traitors of the South," " men unworthy to be called 
the sons of Virginia, and who ought to leave the South, 
because they left the sli/me behind them as they walked 
the streets of Fredericksburg," the huzzcti were abso- 
lutely deafening. These Were some of the ignoble, un* 
manly, unfair, lying, and rascally means resorted to by 
secessionists to "fire up the Southern heart" and to 
force Virginia out of the Union. 

" Froscribedy — ostracized" — ^It is needless to inform 
the reader that the " Banner" had become odious with all 
secessionists, not only in the cotton and sugar States, 
but even in Virginia ; and while we were writing and 
publishing our articles in favor of the Union, and op- 
posing the secession of Virginia, we were receiving from 
five to twenty discontinuances to our paper almost 
every day. We saw that the unalterable determiiiar 
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tion of seoessionists was either to coerce every ma& 
of influence into secession, or crush him into annihila- 
tion, damn him, his business and his influence. 

" Change their political positions,'' It was truly 
astonishing to witness the rapidity with which men 
wheeled into the secession ranks, — and men, too, who 
had been as violently opposed to the loeqfoco party — 
which was the Breckinridge secession party — ^as they 
were to Lincoln and the Black Kepublican party. Some 
men had told us during the Presidential canvass that 
they had rather see Lincoln elected than Breckinridge; 
ftnd, strange to say, these were among the first men to 
change their political status as soon as secession was 
openly advocated and began to be popular; because it 
was boldly proclaimed by orators and editors of the 
secession fraternity that Union men who longer opposed 
the South — that is, secession — would not be counte- 
nanced nor trusted with any post of honor or office of 
profit, either in the civil or military departments of the 
Southern Confederacy. And it is a well-known fact in 
Virginia that the secession papers in Kichmond opposed 
the promotion of any and all men who were not ori- 
ginal secessionists. Why did the " Richmond Examiner/' 
for example, so virulently oppose the Hon. Alexander 
Hamilton Stephens's being a candidate for the Vice- 
Presidency of the Southern Confederacy, in the spring 
of 1862? Simply because of his "antecedents," — ^his 
strongXJnion proclivities. Mr. Stephens was originally 
an uncompromising Union man, and this with the "-Ex- 
aminer" was a crime sufficient to damn him, politically, 
in all coming time. As the secession road grew wider 
and wider, or as secession became more and more popu- 
lar, thousands upon thousands pressed togetJier and 
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miked themn to iheir own destruction and the Hurt and 
rain of all others. ^' There ia a way/' sayB Holy Writ» 
" that seemeth good onto a man, but the end thereof is 
^ath." If eecesaion be not the direct and onmistaka^ 
Ue road to political and national death, that seemed 
good nnto 8ece88i<mi8tB, then th^e is no reliance to be 
^acedia facts. 

CttAP. n* "Is tiiu the caae now ?" — ^We had never 
SKpposed that Virginia had been oppressed to such a 
A^ee by the Federal Government as to justify her in 
revolting against that Grovernment. Having been a 
citizen of theState of Virginia for more than twenty-five 
yesmi^ daring a considsraJble portico of which time we 
have been both a free-holder and the owner of slaves, 
we claim to have some knowledge of the condition of 
9&df& in that State ; and our honest conviction is that . 
Virginia was neva: in a more prosperous condition than 
die was in at the titne of Mr. Lincoln's election* iNor do 
we believe that there was any just reason why the tide 
ci prosperity that was flowing over her whole territory 
should have been retarded or interrupted by the election 
of Mr. Lincoln. We presume that, by the present 
time, thousands of Virginians think as we do* 

"TAe ostensible causes ofseoemon.'* — One grand and 
neverrfailing argument, employed and urged with ^reai 
ydkemence by the advocates of secession to force Virginia 
out of the Union, was that it would save the Qonik 
from further Abolition aggressions, and free the State and 
country &om the continual agitation of the (^ve question. 
Has secession accomplished this? Let facts speak for 
themselves. We told Virginians that they would bring 
CbjMda. to iheir very doors if they voted. the Sts^onl 
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of the Unioiu They laughed at our folly; mocked at 
our kind admouitiona and warnings, and branded ua as 
"a traitor to the South," "an enemy to Virginia," "a 
Bubmissionist to old Abe Lincoln," and an "Abolition- 
ist." We bore it all with patience, and were willing to 
endure a thousand times more, if we could have saved 
our happy, beloved country. But judicial blindneas 
had seized the people; they were demented. 

^^The objects sought to be gained.*' — ^The Virginia ad- 
vocates of secession argued that secession would per- 
manently establish the institution of slavery, and extend 
slave territory over millions of acres of land, thus 
opening a great and eflfectual door to make slavery 
more valuable in Virginia than it had ever been; 
whereas, unless Virginia did secede, an Abolition cordon 
was being established, by winch negroes in the State 
would soon become valueless either for sale or hire, — and 
then what would become of men, and whole families, who 
were dependent on the sale and hire of their negroes 
for support? This would be a terrible calamity on 
Virginia, — ^that is to say, a terrible calamity upon the 
proud, broken-down, mushroom aristocrats and Jir$t 
famUiea of Virginia! God knows, there are more 
would-be aristocrats and would-be aristocratic femilies 
in Virginia than can be found anywhere on the same 
area of territory this side of either heaven or hell. To 
this class of citizens, the idea of negroes becomii^ 
valueless was terrible, — ^yea, more terrible by fiar thaa 
civil war with all its concomitant horrors 1 

While secessionists in Virginia were anxious to fwros 
the State out of the Union for the purpose of perma- 
nently establishing the institution of slavery and ad- 
TAiKang the value of slave property and slave labor^ 
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the Gulf States wifilied to secede for otie prominent 
foaeony among others, tiiat they might reopen, inA 
impunity, the AMcan slave-trade, for the purpose of 
eeeuring cheap slave labor. Such were some of the 
unhallowed motives by whidi the ambitious and ungodly 
iNbdera in this infemai rebellion were influenced to 
hsesk up the Oovemment of the United States, and 
introduce and establish an order of things more in 
aoec^rdance wiUi their own proud, ungodly, and ambi- 
tbos aspirations. Have their sanguine hopes been 
r^dized ? Let facts cmswer the question. 
■ "2%cy vrill never enter into any treaties" — ^We be- 
Ueve that African slavery, especially in Virginia, will 
virtually wind up with this war. When the war ends, 
thare will be but few negroes in the State, and they will 
be c£ but little vdue. Secession was the death-blow to 
African slavery, not only in Virginia, but in the whole 
South, as is now ponstantly being demonstrated. Nor 
cb^ we believe that any treaties will ever be made by the 
Federal Oovemment and the South which will give 
any guarantee to the latter fer the safety and perpetuity 
of the institution of African slavery. 

" Vassals of the few:'— It the Gulf States could have 
•ooceeded, and the African slave-trade been reopened, 
the fate of poor white men in the South would have 
been forever sealed. And if the Scmthem Confederacy 
had her independaioe now, and a negro-oligarchy were 
ettablii^d, what wotdd be &e condition of '' poor white 
pec^e" in that Confederacy? Every sensible man oi 
(d^servation in the South and in the slave States can 
readily answer this question. 

^^Dimde the Unions — ^Does not the same proximity 
exist bdnmw tbe slave and free StateSi with . the addi« 
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tlonal fact tliat Virginia is wdlnigli abo&tioiiieed ? 
Does not the same morbid moral sentiment still remaiff 
in the hearts of AbcditionistSy with the additional fact 
that it becomes more and more intense? Have not a 
thousand new causes of hate and animoeity sprung up 
among all parties ? Is not the door for any sabseqo^it 
equitable separation forever dosed, and the key lost in 
the depths of eternity ? Has not the flood-gate beea 
hoisted through which a concentration of curses ^ows^ 
that baffles all human thought to conoeive? Has sol; 
civil war begun, which will only end in the dominatioa 
of the South over the North, or of the North over the 
South ? Has not a military despotism supplanted Hie 
tree of lib^iy and all the blessings of freedom? Ar9 
not the liberty of conscience, of speech, of action, of th0 
press, and the liberty of a once free, indepiendent, pros- 
perous, and happy people, gone forever? Has not the 
reign of terror commenced, and is it not pro^-esslng ? 
Has not an era more to be dreaded than the dark ages 
commenced? Is not every one who dares to speak a word 
against despots and tyrants proscribed,— og^ooi^ed/ 
Have not the mariA/, the d&ir people, the hard-working 
yeomanry, become the vassals of the few f If they 
have not, why are they forced from their homes and 
driven off like sheep, at the point of the baycmet, to 
gratify the hellish ambition and to try to carry out the 
plans of a few leaders? Answer xu^ will jou? If 
such be the state dT things in this early period of the 
rebellkm, what will it be before it ^ids? — and, dboukl 
a permanent dissolution be effected, what would the 
poor whites do in slave States ? 

Chap. IY. "" What tvia Virginia Im by sKemcmf' 
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^— Has A.^ 9^ already lost nearly cma-kalf of ker 
negro popolation ? Has she fyoi loat thousands of her 
moblest souq and fairest daughters, her money and 
credit? Is edie not already bankrupt and ruined? 
Has she not lost her horses and stock, com and meat^ 
ffilyer-ware and yaluaUe household-furniture? — ^many 
of her fine residences, beautiful villages, and thriving 
towns? — ^her peace, quiet, and hs^pineas? — ^her sano- 
^uar^, and tiie regular, undisturbed worship of Al--^ 
pughty (jod? — ^the kind feeling, friendship, affection, 
pstd love which existed among friends, neighbors, 
futizens, and relatives? — ^her schools, academies, coI« 
leges, and all facilities of educating her youth? — all 
|he has gained in agricultural improvements, her pros^ 
perity and thrift ? Her territory has become a com* 
mem battle-field, and her soil is sa.turated with the 
Uood of the wounded^ dead, and dying. She is losing 
all ibs^ she holds near, dear, and sacred, and her 
lustory, honor, and glory are being ended in seas of 
blood,, and will thus end, when the din and strife of the 
battle-field and the thunders of civil war shall have 
passed away. All these things has Virginia already 
lost; and the half can never be told, and the end is not 
yet, 

. Chap. V. " Virginia offidaUy sends her oomnrn^ 
doner*' — In pi^pof of the correctness of our remarks 
relative to the course pursued towards Judge Robert- 
son, who was officially sent from Virginia to consult 
^ith . the authorities of South Carolina, we here give a 
series of resolutions which were unanimously adopted 
by the Legislature of South Carolina, in referenqp to 
^!^d|^,^bert8on and the character of his mission*: — 
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' ''Ohaklestok, Jon. S8« — ^llkeL^latQrehaB adopted 
the fdlowing resolutions : — 

**Be96lved, unanimously, That the General Assembly 
of South Carolina tenders to the Le^lature of Vir^ 
ginia ihdr adcnowledgment of the friendly motives 
whidi inspired tiie mission intrusted to Judge Robert- 
son, her commissioner. 

** Resolved^ unanimously, That candor which is due 
to the long-continued sympathy and respect which has 
long subsisted between Virginia and South Carolina 
induces the Assembly to declare, with frankness, that 
tiiey do not deem it advisable to initiate negotiations 
when they have no desire or intention to promote the 
ultimate object in view. That object is declared in the 
resolution of the Virginia Legislature to be the pro- 
curement of amendments to, or new guarantees in, tiie 
Constitution of the United States. 

"Resolved, unanimously. That the 8^>aration of 
South Carolina frx»n the Federal Union is final, and 
she has no further interest in the Constitution (A the 
United States, and that the only aj^ropriate negotia- 
tions between her and the Federal Government are as 
to their mutual relations as foreign States. 

'^Reaohed, unanimously, That this Assembly further 
owes it to her friendly relations to the State erf Vir- 
ginia to declare that they have no confidence in the 
Federal Government of the United States; that tlw 
most sdemn pledges of that Government have been dis- 
regarded; that, under pretence of preserving property, 
hostile troops have been attempted to be introduced 
into one of the fortresses of this State, ccmcealed in the 
hold of a vessel of commerce, with a view to subjugate 
the people of South Carolina; and that even since the 
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fttrtliofitiM at Washington have bean informed o£ 
the present mediation of Virginia, a vessel of war has 
been sent to iske South, and troops and munitions of 
war concentrated on the soil of Virginia. 
* *' JSeaolved, unanimously, That, under these circom- 
stances, this Assembly, in the renewed assurances of 
cordial respect and esteem for the people of Virginia^ 
and high consideration for her commissioner, decline 
storing into the negotiations proposed." 

The Legislature, or General Assembly, declared '' that 
{be ^paiuticln of South Carolina from the Federal 
Union is final,'* and the aecessicm orators of Virginia 
declared that they would never "nibrmt to the Ad« 
ministralion of Abe Lincoln;" that before they would 
do this they would leave Virginia and locate some^ 
where "within the bounds of the anticipated Soutiiem 
Confederacy;' that they waaited no compromise, — £^ 
they wanted was a final and eternal separation from 
the "old Union," which had now become to them 
odious; that it was a degradation, a dishonor, to 
Virginia, the Old Dominion^ the "Mother of States 
and of Statesmen," to submit to Black Bepublican rule; 
and then they would argue that unless some oompro- 
mise was adopted, that would bring back the seceded 
States into the Union, Virginia must secede. Hence 
we asked, "Are gentlemen Iwnest, are they sincere, 
when th^ talk to us thus ?" 

The fact is, ihe original leaders in this oacwned 
rebeUion never intended to accept of any compromise 
that might be offered ; and all their temporising about 
conventions and this, that, and the other measure was 
0nly to gain time and opportunity to prepare the^pcw- 
noTtd of the peo{4e for secession, and to swindle thnn 
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out of tlieir rights and drive them into the sahie abya$ 
erf treason with themselves. 

^* Immediately after the John Brown raid."— Why 
did not Virginia and the whole South secede imme- 
diately after the John Brown raid? Because the 
Southern heart had not been sufficiently fired up. The 
leaders had not made all the necessary preparations. 
Floyd had not sent all the munitions of war belongings 
to the Federal Government down South. The heo-foco 
party had not been defeated; they were living and 
fering sumptuously on the spoils of the "hateful old 
Union ;" they were afraid then to talk openly before 
the dear people about breaking up the Federal Govern- 
ment, — the old Union. And during the Presidential 
canvass even the Breckinridge party denied the charge 
of being disunionists, and of intending to secede: 
Newton and Yancey were isolated exceptions. They 
kept the people in the dark as to the true and real 
policy they intended to pursue. The party was de- 
feated, and so soon as defeat came, and they could no 
longer rule the Government, they determined to ruin 
the country; and they have proved but too successful. 
But, thank God, in ruining the innocent and in trying 
to upset and overthrow the Government, they them- 
selves, or at least some of them, will get upset, over- 
thrown, and ruined forever. This is one of the games 
in which the actors, as well as tiiose acted upon, may 
receive a hurt, a deadly wound. And we predict that, 
by the time this war is fully ended, but few of the 
leaders in the rebellion will be found living in thd 
United States to enjoy the spoils. 

^^Let no blood be spUt" — ^We had played and 
hoped that some compromise might be made by which 
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to keep the Ik^^ States in the Union, in wKicli event 
we trusted that the few States which had already 
seceded might be brought, in process of time, to see 
their error and come back again into the Union. And 
we still believe that if the border States had all taken 
a firm, decided stand in the Union and for the Union, 
the whole difficulties could, and ultimately would, have 
been settled without the shedding of so much blood. 
The preceding chapters, it will be remembered, were 
written during the time that conventions were being 
held all over the country for the purpose of compro- 
BQsing the national difficulties. Men, from force of 
(^icumstances, w^e constantly changing, — ^hopeful to- 
day, but doubting again tormorrow. After having 
written the leading editorials of the 31st of -January, 
1861, we find the following paragraph immediately fol- 
lowing in the last column containing our editorials. 
Intelligence received from Charleston, South Carolina, 
induced us to write it, 

"We fear, from all that we can learn, that, before the 
Commissioners at Washington shall be able to meet and 
effect any thing for the permanent adjustment of our 
national difficulties, the seceding States will plunge 
ttie country into civil wiSir,, There is but little doubt 
that an attack will be made on Fort Sumter in a 
very shwi; time. South Carolina seems bent and de- 
termined at every hazard to break up the Federal Gh>v- 
emment. Her reckless course is destined to bring 
down upon her the unqualified condemnation of all 
sensible men and true patriots." 

The great mystery to secessionists has always seemed 
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to be how we can so bitterly oppose secession and still 
be a friend to the South. We think that the scenes 
now being acted out before the eyes of all are a sufficient 
solution of the problem. There never was a man bom 
on Southern soil who was, or is, or can be more de* 
voted to the South than we are, and, as we have (rfben 
said, our uncompromising devotion to the South causeg 
us to utterly detest secession, because secession has 
ruined the South. We love the South and the people 
of the South, but the leaders of secession we aldion 
And all true friends of liberty and republican gov- 
ernment will abhor and detest them in aD coming 
time. It is because of our devotion to the South that 
we are a refugee to-night. We love the South, but w# 
love the Union more. 



CHAPTEE XVIIL 

THEEE*S HOPE FOR THE UNION — UNION CANDIDATES 
ELECTED TO THE STATE CONVENTION BY A LARGE 
MAJORITY — GENERAL REMARKS, ETC. ETC. 

In the ''Christian Banner" under date of February 
7, 1861, we wrote and published the following editorial| 
under the head of ''Eandom Thoughts Shot at a Ven- 
ture:"— 

"In the far-oflf distance light appears, the clouds 
begin to dissipate, hope revives, and quiet, peace, and 
happiness may yet be restored to the bosom of our 
lacerated country. 
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' '' VirgiBia, like a toweri&g colostus^ standi snfalimelj 
grand in all her dignity, looking down with sympathy 
and ec»npa88k)n at the waywardness, recklessness, uid 
•tubbomness ot her less influential sisters. 

'' Neither the terrible thunders of the North, nor the 
kushing, furious billows of the South, though roUing 
mountain-high, caa move her from her firm, dignified, 
independent position* Well may her sons feel proud 
of their birthplace, and her fur daughters boast that 
ikxeff were bom on her ssksred soil. 

"We confidently trust that the action of Virginia 
is the harbinger of our political salvation and that of 
our whole country. The destiny of more than thirty 
millions of souls— may we not rather say a nation's 
destiny? — depends upon Virginia's action. She will 
submit to no wrong; she will compromise her honor 
with no people; she will demand nothing but what is 
just and &ir, — ^her equal rights. And thtH she will 
have. 

" If, after Congress has failed, and every compromise 
hitherto presented to restore peace to our country has 
proved fdtile, Virginia should now, in the very last 
hour of peril, work out the salvation of the nation, 
even Washington in heaven may have cause for deeper 
joy and increased happiness, and boast among angels 
that his was the honor of being born on Virginia soil, — 
that his was the honor of saving that soil from the 
curse of British tyranny, — ^and that Virginia has, or can 
have, the imperishable honor of driving back to their 
kirking-holes the hateful Black Bepublicanism and 
fematicism of the North, and of quelling, harmonizing, 
axMi cahning down the wild and wicked insurgents of 
ibeSmth. 
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' *' From the election-returns of candidates to the Vir- 
ginia Convention, we discover that the State ia con- 
servative, by an overwhelming majority, and, also, that 
a large majority- vote is given to refer the action of the 
convention to the people, either for their rejection or 
approval and ratification. This is as it should be. The 
sovereign power is lodged in the people. If they wish 
to go out of the Union, let them vote themselves out, 
and then they will have no one to blame. This will 
give the people time to think on the subject, and will 
enable them to vote more intelligently and safely. 

''Let the kindest fraternal feelings exist among U8 
all, remembering that we are all brethren. We are far 
from believing that the Union or conservative members 
of the convention will in the least degree compromise 
the rights and honor of Vii^ia. Should they fail> 
however, to obtain sufficient guarantees for her safety 
and the protection of her rights under the Federal 
Government, then they will act as one man in defojdr 
ing her safety and securing her rights in every honor- 
able way, with firmness and promptness. This is all 
we ask; it is all we can expect; it is all we wish. 

"Whatever securities Virginia may be willing to 
accept will, we think, be satisfactory to all the bordec 
States, and should be so to aU the slave States. Con- 
servative men will yield no sooner to the aggressions 
of the North than will secessionists. It is the wish 
of conservative men to exhaust all possible means and 
make every honorable eSort to restore peace and har* 
mony; but, if they fail at last, then they will all 
strike together, — strike a blow that will be t^nible in 
its results. Let Black Bepublicans remember Uiis* 
Secessionists, as we imderstand them, think that aU 
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tfdrtt han^ been nuide, Md, living givea upm dfiepeir 
<tf ever recondling difficnltieSy are in fsror of imm»« 
dktei unconditional seoeesiony at the dread haeard of 
midl war and all the terrible conBeqoenoee resulting 
tber^rom* We oppoee raeh and hasty actbn, whea 
all we hare and all we are u at stake." 

'' Cherwhdming majority J' — ^The majority of Tote« 
cast for Union candidates to the Virginia Conventioo 
waa upwards of sixty thousand. With this majority 
in feivor of tl^ Uniony we could hardly suppose it po&» 
•ible tiiat Viiginia could be dragged out c£ the Union* 
But we were deceived in our calculation so far as the 
acticm of the convention was concerned ; but, so txt 
as regards the voluntary action of the people of the 
StaAe <A Virginia we were not mistaken. Virginia was 
Had, ntindied, Biid forced out of the Union, as the 
sequd, of this work will prove. Nev^ was there a 
system of greater, . c2amnai2« political villany and 
downright rascality imposed on any people sinoe Qod 
made the world, than that which was imposed on the 
people of Virginia by the leading secessionists of the 
State and by the members of the State C!onventi<m, aa 
we shall show in a subsequent chapter. At the dose 
of the above editorial of February 7, 1861, we wrote 
ih& two short paragrc^)hs following : — 



A thousand guns for the ' Old Dominion' on 
the result of the late election for candidates to the Vir-t 
ginia Convention! Now, if she saves the Federal 
Qovernmrat imd causes the ^ Stars and Stripes' to con^ 
tinue floating ov^ our homes, she shall be entitled to 
tan thousand guns from every prominent t<^m a^ 
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city in tlie Btaim, and glory, koiK»:, and 8alTatio& Uyhest 
■aored soil ibrevor/' i 

. " tSt^ When we bear lirilowa boastiBg of tlmfi 
Wayery, and expressing sadi great anxiety to i^l 
fight 1 fight 1 we think to ooraelf, 'Poor boysl.whea 
the poetry and glory of fighting shall haye passed, 
away, and stem realities eome, many of you will wi^ 
yourselves at home holding on to your mammas' apiron- 
strings.'" 

**JS6pe rmvat/'— Virginia had given a swe^ingXTnum 
majority vote. The Border States Conventum was ia 
session at Washington City, and a telegri^hic deapatdi 
from Washington stated that '' Ex-Preudent Tyler, (m. 
taking the chair to*day, [the 5th of February, 1861,} 
delivered an address wUch was ^ilogized by those pre^ 
sent as highly patriotic and conciliatory." Oeneral 
Scott had thrown troops into Washingtcm City for its 
defence, and considered the city, a safe place of re* 
sidenoe on the 4th of the approaching March. Mary- 
land had not seceded, and seined to stand firm fcHC 
the Union, — as she still ccmtinues to do. Things 
seemed to be brightening up ; and Union men in Vir- 
ginia began to feel hopeful that the border States 
would all remain in the Union, and thus save the 
country from one common ruin. True, there were 
many disheartening circumstances when we took an 
impartial view of things on the other side. Secession- 
ists in Virginia were moving every power and strain- 
ing every nerve to carry Virginia out of the Union. 
The seceding States were seudng Oov^nment property 
everywhere within their territory, thas prov<^ing a 
ooUisioB^ if. pOBsiUe, with the Federal GovenuMBt* 
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Moftt of tiM foreign minkters at WMkingtofi (Mf 
had 8«it off despatdies to their r6q)ectiTe QoTem-* 
m^itSy stating that the Government of the United 
States wad praeticaliy diseolved. Lieotenant James 
Jewett, United States Navy, had been arrested at Pea- 
«u3ola by the State authorities of Florida, who would 
not permit him to depart unless upon his parole of 
honor that he would never take up arms agaiiHst tho 
State of Florida. S«iator Crittenden, of Kentucky, upon 
hearing of this outrage being perpetrated upon a gal- 
lant son of his own State, became indignant^ mA advised 
Lieatenant Jewett to proceed at once to the Secretary 
of the Navy and report the fiwts, which he did. War- 
lil» preparations continued to progress at Oiarleston, 
South Garolina, and an attack on Fort Sumter was 
daily expected. The times were indeed trying to the* 
hearts and fedings of all true patriots. 



CHAPTER ynr^ 



In the number of the "Christian Banner" of Feb- 
mary 14, 1861, under the head of *' Eandom Thoughts 
6bot at a Venture/' we wrote and published the follow- 
ip|; leading editorial| and several shorts paragraphs :<—*. 

"SUNBBIEH. 

^ We haira always scorned to dabble in the mtiddy 
waters of^Utieal strife. Having fixed {Mdnciples as m 
<atae% w» have «var ttied to ^eerva thm^ For 

u 
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Ad last twelve montbe, lK>w6y6r, we have written m6iie 
or lees almost everj week on the fearful caiamitifw 
which threaten oar glorious country. 

'* We saw the perilous condition of the BepuUic, nski 
in our seal, we have written to try to help save ik 
We knew that, if our country were bn^n up and 
civil war should begin, there would be an end of all 
ear liberties and blessings^ politicali social, and reli-^ 
gpous. We have written our views freelyi fearlessly, 
and independently. If any have taken exceptions, we 
^aa't h^p it. We think, however, that the time wili 
oome wh^i our course will be commended by all sober-t 
thinking, patriotic citizens. 

" So soon as the political storm which is now agi* 
tating and convulsing our country shall have passed 
sway, we intaid to pursue a different course from that 
which has occupied our attention far the last year* 
We begin to hope that the storm will pass over with- 
out civil war, — ^that the Federal Government will con- 
tinue, — that confidence will be restored, — ^that peace 
and tranquillity will once more dwell in our midst, — 
that business will become active, and that all things 
will go on prosperously. 

" If Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Kentudcy, 
Tennessee, &c. &c., remain firm and steadfast, and a 
oompromise c^ our Federal relations shall be ad<^ted 
which will prove satis&ctory to these States, we con- 
fidentiy believe that someif not all of the seceded States 
will ultimately return to the Union. If they should 
not, however, let them have their own Canfederaet^, 
and ei^oy in peaoe and tranquillity all the blesaingp 
and privilc^ges of which they are ciqpable. 
. 'Mf wy of the New £n«^d States, <h: any ol. ibe 
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Mftm aboiition States, wish to Mb aS, let them go md 
do the best for themselvee that they can. It will not 
he many years, in our humble opinion, until all the 
fiooeded States will be anxious to return to the old 
Union of their fathers. So tlmt, after all, the present 
national excitement may result in infinite good to the 
whole country. If, however, the seoeded States, and 
those, if any, which may hereafter secede, shall never 
return to the ITni<m, all sections can go on and govern 
their own aflEEurs without detriment to each othmr^ 
and the whole country may continue in peace and 
pro^)eri1y. 

*' If the ' Peace Conference' now in session in Wash* 
ington C&ty shall adjustaplan satisfisctory to the border 
States, this is all we can expect or hope for at the 
present critical crisis. And we again r^)eat, and wooU 
impress it upon the minds of our readers, that if the 
States which have already seceded tdU not come back 
ifUo the Union, this is no reason why the border States 
AaH go out of the Union. There is a principle or law 
in natural philos<^hy that supposes the smsJkr bodies 
to be attracted by tho lai^er. But in the present case 
the smaller bodies, or seoeded States, seek to force the 
larger bodies, or non-seceding States, and bring them 
mider their influence^ 

''We would again say to our readers, be ashopefiil as 
to the future, under all the trying cif cumstanceg, as 
possible; and, as cold winter is passing away, alid 
sprii^time, with all its glories, is approaching, be 
ciieerfol, and go to wori: in good earnest, luid make 
large {^reparations fcur abundant crops. , The Lord 
reigneth : let the earth rejoice, Sixxd the children of m^ 
be glad! Surely our country cannot be broken upi liud 
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iraete, and mined as easily and as quicklj as BCfsoB 
people suppoee." 

^' Who could have supposed; twelve months ago^ thai 
the question of Union or no Union -would have been 
brought out squarely before the people^ claiming their 
votes so soon ? As strange tilings as ihia will happen 
in less than ten years. Kemember what we say/' 

** If the hearts of many of the odious politicians of 
tike day were half as soft as their heads, then would 
our country be free firom danger." 

" How are ministers of the gospel now to obey the 
great commission of their divine Lawgiver, 'Gb ye ihto 
all the world and preadi the g08^ to every creature' ? 
Korthem Abolition fEuiatics can't go South and preach 
with impunity, near can Southern fire-eaters go North 
and preach with any good effect. A pretty state of 
things, truly !" 

From the following brief article the reader can iorok 
Bome idea of the persecution to which Unic»^ men had 
to submit in the to¥m of Fredericksburg as eaxiy as 
the 14th of February, 1861, the date of its puWi- 
cation:— 

^' Why is it that secessionists talk of ocmipromise 
with derision ? Why is it that th^ wish to precipitate 
Virginia out of the Union ? Why is it that they call 
conservative or Union men * Sxdmtiasionists/ *£laek 
JRepublicans,* * Abolitionists,* * Traitors and enemies to 
the South/ &c. &c. ? Are secessionists more intel- 
lectual than Union men ? In what have they displajred 
it f Are they more patriotic? What proofii ham tbqr 
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ghren <rf die fact? Are they more brave? Wky the« 
did they vacate their seatB in the Senate and Congress 
halls of the United States, thus virtually surrendering 
all their rights into the hands of their enemies ? Why, 
in the hour of their country's peril, did they retreat 
into the Qulf States, having as a safeguard the Atlan* 
tic Ooean on the one side, and the border States be- 
tween ihem and danger on the other side ? There is 
no submission in all this, is there? Very brave, is it? 
In what have Union men compromised ^eir honor or 
dignity? It is not honorable, not dignified, £Dr a man 
to stand his ground and fight for his rights on his own 
soil, and sacredly maintAin the trust the people have 
confided in him I But it is very honorable, quite dig- 
nified, for a man to throw down his legal weapcHts of 
defence and run away, and belt on the sword, and swear 
if the enemy comes to him he'll thrash him out I This 
is very brave, is it ? 

''What rights have secessionists to protect that 
Union men have not ? Have Union men no civil, re* 
ligious, and domestic rights to protect ? We think it 
bad policy for secessionists who would break up the 
peace and harmony c^ the GrOvemment, and plunge the 
whole country into civil war, to be accusing thw fellow- 
citizens, who are trying to pour oil upon the troubled 
waters and are making all possible efforts to bring 
about peace and harmony, of being * SubmissionistSf 
*Bladc JRepubUoans* ^AboliUonists/ and ' Traitars* and 
^Enemies to the South:" 

The above are specimens of some of the milder op* 
probrious epithets which secessionists applied to Union 
by way of convicting them of true patriotism, and 

13* 
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converting them to treason and all the damthahU hor- 
rors and curses resulting from it. The efforts used to 
browbeat, eow, and force men into the ranks of seces- 
sion beggar all description. And while Senators Hunter 
and Mason and others at "Washington City were doing 
any thing else than *' pouring oil on the troubled waters,** 
secesh understrappers, politicians, and fifteen-shilling 
lawyers were haranguing the people through the countey 
and stirring up all the baser and vindictive passions of 
the ignorant and credulous classes of the people. They 
sneered at the idea of any compromise. None but " Trai- 
tors to the South," "Submissionists," *' Black Republi- 
cans," "Abolitionists," "Old Lincolnites," "Union-shriek- 
ers," and "Cowards" wanted to compromise with blue- 
nedkedfWhite-UveredYsLTikeeal To listen to the stentorian 
and verbose orations of many of these hopeful politicians 
and statesmen, one would be induced to suppose that 
iheir lungs were made of brass, and that they had 
ransacked the vocabularies of earth and hell to gather 
epithets sufficiently strong and damnable to apply to 
Umonmeri, to the old Union, to the old Federal Govenv- 
ment, to old Abe Lineoln, to the old Flag of the Vnicn, 
to btaoh-hearted sttbndasumUta, to Umonrshrid:er$, to 
Abolitionists, to traitors to Virginia and the South, 
to Southern Yankees, ^c. 4'<^. Our heart, even now, 
saddens at the painful recollection, and we turn away 
from the subject in disgust. Poor fellows 1 If they 
have not already done so, they will see, and feel too, 
the full effects of their folly before this war shall haore 
closed. May God in mercy save them I 
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CHAPTER XX. 

HOPE FOB THB fJKlOV ITANEfiH^JElT DAYI8*8 8FBE0H 19 
MOKSeOMBBY — SBNBBAL BBMABKS, ETO. BTO. 

In the number of the *' Christian Banner" of Feb* 
ruary 21, 1861, under the head of "Random Thoughts/' 
we wrote and published the following: — 

" TKs folly to try to hope longer for an amicable 
adfustmentt^ our Federal or national difficulties. The 
star of hope has gone down beneath the hill of despair. 
To talk longer of cwnpromise is sublime noosensej— 
superlatively ludicrous. No compromise would at the 
present time bring back the seceded States. Mr, 
Davis, in his Inaugural Address, says, — 

*' 'I enter upon the duties of the office for which I 
have been chosen with the hope that the beginmng of 
our career as a confederal may not be obstructed by 
iKXitile opposition to the enjoyment of the separate and 
independent existence whidi we have assorted, and 
whidi, with the blessing of Providence, we intend to 
mdintcdn. We have entered upon our career of inde- 
pendence, and it must be inflexibly pursued. If a just 
perception of mutual interest shall permit us peaceaUy 
to pursue our sq)arate political career, my most earnest 
desire will have been falfilled. But, if this be denied 
us, and the integrity and junsdiction of our territcnry 
be assailed, it will but remain for us, with a firm re- 
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Bolve, to appeal to arms, and invoke the blessings of 
Providence upon a just cause/ 

" In his address at the depot, on arriving in Mont- 
gomery, Mr. Davis said, — 

" 'We are now determined to maintain our position, 
and make all who oppose us smell Southern powder 
and feel Southern steel, if coercion be persisted in. 
"We will maintain our rights and our government at 
all hazards. We ask nothing, want nothing, and will 
have no complication. If other States join our con- 
federation, they can freely come on our terms. Our 
separation from the old Union is complete. No com- 
promise, no thought of reconstruction, will now be wi- 
tertained.' 

"If President Davis be a correct exponent of the 
views of the people of the six seceded States, then the 
Hubicon is forever passed. Why, then, talk about 
compromise any longer? The border States must be 
forced to join the Southern Confederacy on just such 
terms as she may be pleased to receive them. 'They 
can freely come on our terms.' Hence they have no 
voice in the matter at all. Are freemen to be menaced 
aod talked to in this way? So the border States at 
last have to yield to the dictates of the seceded 
States! 

"A provisional Government! Remember that tiid 
laws of this provisional Government are only to con- 
tinue for the term of one year, until permanent laws 
are enacted and a permanent constitution adopted. 
Will the laws of this anticipated firm confederacy h% 
favorable to the interests of Virginia and the other 
border States ? Who can tell ? Who can believe^ 
that ikey will ? What guarantees have Virginia and 
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4b6 Ixffder States that liiiB new confechrMy wiQ not 
^re<^>M the African slav^trade ? None whateirer t If 
-fte African slave-trade is not reopened, then the sp- 
eeded States will be foroed to purchase slaves item 
Virginia. One thing is certain : they are going to get 
Hmr negroes just where they can purchase them 
dieapest. This is a fixed fact. We have not a doubt 
tiiat thousands and tens <^ thousands of African ne- 
groes will be smuggled into the cotton States and sold 
into bondage, in defiance of all laws to the ccmtrary. 
We are afraid of the wooden hone! There are deep 
groans within I 

'* It now behooves Vii^nia to d^nand such guaran- 
tees as will secure her own property and safety, without 
having any reference to the seceded States, And if 
Virginia is satisfied that her property will be protected, 
she ought to be contented and remain in the Union, 
and then business will become active, owifidence will 
be restored, and prosperity will follow/' 

«*AN01iALT. 

"The history of the wcorld cannot furnish another 
instance of such an anomaly as is now presented to the 
mind of the student in these tJnited States, or, rath^, 
in these disrupted States. Within ninety days OtB 
greatest repuMic the world has ever known has bem 
broken up; two separate and distinct ccmfederacies 
^dst; two antagonistic Congresses are in session; two 
IVesidents are ruling; universal preparations for 
war are being made by both confederacies; confidence 
is everywhere destroyed; all kinds of business are 
stagnated; all descriptions of property are depref- 
ciatfai^ in value to insignificance ; people areevtfywhiM 
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emailed bcMftth ike keavj ImUlities il^estilig tipM 
them; bankruptcy is tiureatening the^hole oooit^; 
millions of dcdlara are being levied to porcbaise mm^ 
tions of wsx; L^slatures, conferences, and ccmv^»^ 
tions are being constantly held ; money nmst be raised 
to pay all these expenses; the people mnst be taxed to 
stanration to pay all this wicked expenditure of money; 
and, think; not as yet has a single battle be» fought, 
a single gun fired, — ezcept at the ' Star of the West/— 
nor a singfe life lost. 

"Positively, the scries now being acted out beggar 
all belief. And yet the people tamely submit I Yes, 
submit to be gulled, duped, and led about by ambitious, 
designing politicians, just as if they were cattle, to be 
muzzled, yoked, and driven wherever the owners wish. 
Do freemen sttbrwUf Will freemen submit to tiie 
galling yoke of despotism being placed upon their nedcs 
by petty tyrants, who are only scrambling for publio 
spoils, position, and power? Will they suffiw: thedr 
pockets to be drained of the last farthing, starve their 
suffering wives and destitute families, to support, up- 
hold, and continue in office, power, and position, a set 
of w(»ihle68 public mendicants? Are freemen dSrsid. 
to speak out tiieir s^timents ? Are they afraid to 
act the part of free-born citizens? Are they afraid to 
/say that they have souls and are determined to save 
them ? It would seem so I 

" Fellow-citizens, think ! Out of your hard earnings 
tb^members composing the present extra sesdon of the 
Virginia Legislature have to be paid ! What are ihfff 
doing there for the good of the country ? What have 
they done? They, have called a convention. Yes, 
Mud yojor hard earning must foot every bill of every 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



tax aouTB BMmnncsD. IfiS 



jsidml)^ of tliat (xmveDtionI They lu»re sent < 
sioBers to confer with the seceded States. For what? 
Did they not know before the commissioners were sent 
that the seceded States would accept of no compromise? 
Why, then, send them ? If they have business to do as 
a legislative body, why do Hotej not aocomplish it 
at once, and save the country from the expense of 
paying them to remain in Eichmond, drinking, feast*, 
ing, and frolicking at the expense of the Common-^ 
wealth ? Eome burns, and Nero sits on his tower, 
ringing on his lyre tiie destruction of Troyl 

'' We are tired and disgusted with hearing about plana 
and compromises, seeing that secessionists are det^« 
mined to accept of no compromise whatever. And we 
now urge the people, independently of politicians, to 
adopt some compromise which shall be satis&otory to- 
the people, and let the whole North and South vote, 
upon it; and, if the people are safe and satisfied, let 
politicians *go by the board.' 

" The children of Israel, for a number of years, were- 
governed 1^ a theocracy; but they were not satisfied. 
Gbd could not govern them to their liking. They 
waated a king, and God permitted them to have a king; 
and the result is well known to all Bible readers* 
The An^rican pec^le were once free and happy ; but we 
fear they will never rest until they are reduced to kingly 
tyranny and despotic oppression. 

''Objections are made toMr. Lincoln as the chief ma-, 
gistrateof tiieee United States, because he is a sectiopd 
President! Who dected President Davis? Was he 
elected by the popular vote of the six seceded States ? 
Was. the popular vote of these States taken at all ? 
Bid ^y State or States in the Union, Bxoqpt ih* 
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Moeded States, have any wice in hie election? Jjo(AL 
at it, will you ? And now we are urged and most be 
forced to fly for refoge to this newly ddf-isreaied Coo- 
federacy of six States, without having any voice or 
r^>res«itatk)n either in Congress or as to the Pred- 
dency I Thank Gk)d 1 all freemen are n<^ sold yety and 
there still live men who know their rights and are not 
afraid to defend them. Nor do we believe that the do- 
qu^Mse of Mr. Preston nor that of all the commkiBioDers 
from the seceded States will be able to move Virginia 
from her dignified, patriotic positicm. Should the 
hearts of the members of the c(Hiventi(m, however, 
become fired up, and they, in an unguarded moment, 
pass an ordinance of secession, we ardently trost 
that the people of Virginia have the good sense still 
remaining to veto the act, until we know that sufficient 
guarantees will not be given to secure the sai^ and 
protection of the border States. 

'' Two confederacies I Two Presidents and Vice-Presi- 
dents 1 Two separate and independent Gbvemmemts in 
the 'United States of America'! Great God! who 
can realize the Isu^ 1 Truly we have fallen on evil 
times. How can a collision be avoided? Well, let 
us wait and see. The knowing ones may call us a 
fool and traitor now, and say that we have no sense; 
but, if the friture does not reveal the folly of the foob, 
Hnm we shall be perfectly willing to be set down as a 
fool by the learned and knowing ones of the day» May 
the Ltnrd pity the folfy oifooU, and save our country 
from ruin I" 

**BU%8mgB of Prooidenoe.*' — Jeff Davis, in the very 
beginning of his cadres, tried to imprese upon Uie 
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miods of the people that Qod Almighty was particeps 
erimims in his dam/noble plot of treason against the 
Oovermnent of the United States of America. He 
preadied up to Hhe people a God of battles, blood, and 
tiiimd^, powder, imd steel. '* We are now determined/' 
he says, '^to maintain our position, and make all who 
O|)pose ns smell Southern jxywder and feel JSknUhem 
9teel, if a)er(^n is persisted in.'' To what extent Ju- 
pttar and Neptune, or the Gkxl of battles, of Southern 
powder and Southern steel, have aided the cause of this 
tuurper of authority, is well known to the reader and 
to the American people. But, if Mr. Davis thus ar- 
dently repudiated coer<u<m when applied to himself and 
his wicked rebellion, why did he himself afterwards 
persist in trying to coerce individuals, communities, 
and States into his Confederacy ? But mOre of this in 
a fatmre diapter; and a dark chapter it is,— one which 
will astonish the reader. 

" Virginia Legidature.** — ^The members of this extra 
Bes8i<m of the Virginia Legislature were all members 
who had be^i elected to the Assembly of Virginia be- 
fi>re ^e question of secession was ever sprung upon the 
people. This was a Breckinridge-Democratic Legisla- 
ture, composed of men who were determined, if possi- 
Ue, to dissolve the Union, or to aid in its dissolution to 
the utmost ext^t of their influence. They had no 
State constitutional authority to order a convention 
without flrst taking the vote of the people of the State 
m to whether there should be a convention c»r not. 
They knew, or believed, that if the questicwa of a con- 
vention or no convention for the purpose of taking into 
oonsideratk)n the expediency or inexpediency of dis- 
aolvix^ the Unkm were squarely and fairly brou^t 

u 
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before the people, there -wotild be no conventi<m. !Biit 
witii that Legislature the secession of Virginia was a 
foregone conclusion; and they ururped the authority 
oi calling a convention, and then remained in session 
during the session of the convention to act as an out* 
side pressure upon that convention to force Virginia 
oat of the Union, ThU, fects abundantly prove, and 
we shall say more on the subject he^eaft^. 

" TTAy, Iken^ send them ?**-* Why were commissionerB 
being sent to and from Virginia, to and from, the 
Southern Confederacy, for the purpose of comjaromising 
difficulties, when Mr. Davis openly said, "We ask no- 
thing, want nothing, and will have no complication. Our 
separation from the old Union is complete. No com* 
promise, no thought of reconstruction, will now be 
entertained" ? Strange as it may now appear to the 
intelligent reader, the leaders of disunion, the orators 
erf the secession party, stiU urged upoii the pec^le 
tiiat unless some compromise was devised and adopted, 
which would bring back the seceded States into the 
Union, Virginia must secede. It was all a deep^ dam- 
nahle plot of treason, — a trap set to catch Virginia aaid 
force her out of the Union, — a political swindle, a trick 
and cheat, imposed upon her, for which she will hold 
the guilty culprits responsible after this war shall have 
ended, — ^if they are then living ; and, if not, her wrafli 
and fiery indignation will be hurled upon their guilty 
souls throughout the undying ages of eternity- The 
souls of the thousands slain on Virginia's soil will rise 
up in the day of judgment, and condemn the guilty 
leaders in this wicked rebellion, because by it tiiey 
were unexpectedly forced into battle, and consequently 
hurried unprepared into eternity and before the faardf 
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ike K^teous Judge of all tlie earth. Woel woel 
woe I be uuto the leaders of this rebellion, both in time 
ajid in eternity! And when this war^hall have dosed, - 
there will be a fearful reckoning with the people. 

A special despatch to the "Petersburg Express," 
dated Eichmond, February 27, 10^ P.M., announced t^ 
following intelligence: — 

''A member of the Virginia Legislature has just re- 
ceived the following despatch from Washington: — 

" 'The Peace Congress have agreed upon a plan of 
adjustment, which, it is hoped, will prove satisfiwjtory 
to all parties. The object was consummated to-day. 

" * The Peace Convention have adjourned and reported 
to Congress. 

" * We fire a salute of one hundred guns in the morn- 
ing, in honor of the great event, by order of theCrovem- 
ment/ * 

"It is said that Ex-Governor Wise remarked, when 
he heard the above read, Ihat one hundred were quite 
enough. 

" The secessionists here do not at all relish the news 
from Washington. Several prominent members of the 
State Convention left here to-night for Washington." 

Why did not the secessionists at Richmond " at all 
relish the news from Washington"? And why did 
*' several prominent members of the State Convention" 
leave Richmond "post-haste" for Washington as soon as 
they learned the result of the Peace Conference? Does 
not the reader fully comprehend the whole design? 
Secessionists relished nothing that had the slightest 
and most remote semblance to "a plan of adjustment" 
which might "prove satisfactory to all parties^" 
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A Waahington correspondent of the "Richmond Dis- 
patch," in a letter to that paper after the inauguration 
of Mr. Lincoln, explains the whole matter. The cor- 
respondent says, — 

"Lincoln threatens war because he knows his hands 
are tied. War is not the thing we ought to fear. Peace 
is our destruction; war our salvation." 

The "Alexandria Gazette," in commenting on the 
above, said, — 

"Is not this significant? Is it not 'rule or ruin'? 
WiU not the people of Virginia mark this? Will they 
yield themselves to those who hold and express such 
sentiments, — sentiments destructive to their best and 
dearest interests and utterly subversive of their highest 
hopes? We are to desire war, civil war, bloodshed, 
every thing calculated to ruin us, so that secession 
may be carried out here and protected elsewhere I 
Never 1" 

While secessionists at the South were working the 
wires of intrigue to consummate their "infernal plot'* 
of treason against the Government, evolving every 
approachable and available element by which to over- 
turn the Republic and dissolve the Union, the con- 
servative element of the North was doing every thing 
possible to save the Union and keep the Republic from 
wreck and ruin. 

The Working-Men's National Convention, which as- 
sembled in Philadelphia in March, 1861, passed the 
following resolutions: — 

^* Resolved, That we, the working-men of the United 
States, without distinction of party, believe that, as a 
consequence of the sectional controversy now agitating 
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our country, we are How aj^roaching ike verge of 
national, social, and financial ruin ; that oar material 
prosperity, our hopes of happiness, and fature security 
depend upon the preservation of the Union. 

*' 2. That in the mere abstract questions which have 
been used to distract and divide the honest masses the 
working-men have no real interest. As we can hardly 
hope for a safe solution of pending diflSculties through 
the politicians of the country, we therefore exhort our 
bretiiren to lay aside all their feeUngs, surrender for* 
ever the ties that have boxmd them to favorite leaders, 
pnd unite in one solid column for a single purpose, th^ 
preservation of the Federal Union. 

"3. That the Territorial question ought to be settled 
tm a constitutional basis; [and the resolutions then go 
on to endorse the Cfrittenden compromise.] 

^*4. That the Union must and shall be preserved, and 
the co-operation of our brethren is invoked to 'hurl 
with speedy hands the accursed traitors who have 
wil^ impunity desecrated the inmost sanctuary' of 
freedom. 

" 5. [This resolution denounces all attempts made by 
partisans or public papers to promote disunion, ahd 
that the ship of state has been too long confided to men 
who are unworthy of the trust, and who have per- 
mitted her to run upon the quicksands of sectional strife 7 
we will, therefore, vote against aspiring demagogues, 
and vote for firm and patriotic men.] 

"6. [This resolution denies the right of any Stat§ 
to secede, but deprecates the use of coercive power 
by the Greneral Government, as the Government rests 
upon the will of the people, the source of all political 
^ower.] 
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'' 7. [This resolution deprecates the election ci Ukj 
man to any public txust who has by any means en- 
dearored to prevent a just settlement of the pres^ait 
difficulties.] 

" 8. [The Legislatures of .the different States are 
requested to repeal all personal liberty bills that may 
violate any constitutional joinciples of the people of the 
United States.] 

''9. [The working-men of the thirty-four States are 
recommended to form associations pledging themselves 
to lay upon the altar of their country all party predi* 
lections, and to maintain the Union of all these States, 
*one and inseparable, now and forever/]" 

If the secessionists of Virginia and the other border 
States had wished or desired a compromise which might 
have proved satisfactory to all parties, why did they 
not co-operate with the Union men of the border States 
and with the conservative men at the North? Ko: 
they asked for no compromise; they wanted no com- 
promise ; and they determined to accept of no compro- 
mise; and, therefore, the sin of all the evils which have 
befallen Virginia and the whole South rests upon the 
guilty souls of these leading arch-traitors, who, by lying, 
intrigue, and raacsiity generally, forced Virginia out erf 
the Union. 

While secessionists in Virginia were eflfocting the 
secession of the State, the Southern Confederacy was 
enlisting troops to be hurried into Virginia as soon as 
the ordinance of secession was passed by the conven- 
tion ; so that, on the day of election, when the action 
of the convention was to be voted on by the people of 
Virginia, they would have to vote for secession at the 
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point of the bayonet This is no false coloring to the 
subject^ as subsequent events proved, and as we shall 
be able to show before we are done with this accursed 
plot of treason against our blessed country. 



CHAPTER XXI, 



SECESH CAUCUS CLIQUES--GBEAT SECESH ICEETINO AND 
UinON MEETIKG IK FBEDEEICKSBUBG — ^IMPOSITION 07 
SECESH O&ATOBS — SECESH BEMAUKS, ETC. ETC. 

Oh the first Monday in March, 1861, at Spottsyl* 
vania Oourt-House, that being county-court day, a 
digue of secessionists met then and there, and passed a 
set of resolutions, among which was one instructing 
the representative from the county of Spottsylvania 
and the town of Fredericksburg to the Virginia Con- 
vention, which was then being held in the city of Eich* 
mond, to urge the immediate passage of an ordinance 
of secession, the representative from this county having 
been elected a member of the convention as a Union 
man by an overwhelming majority. These resolutions 
were hurried off to Bichmond to influence the repre- 
sentative in his future course of action, and published 
in the public newspapers as being the wish of the 
voters of the county. Thus was the representative 
imposed upon, as were also the voters and people of 
the county. Be it remembered that ffteen-shiUing 
lawyers and mb-editors, or some worthless office-hunters. 
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were generally at the liead of all these treasonable 
cliques. 

On the following Friday night this same party called 
a town-meeting for the purpose of imposing Sindf6rcing 
the same set of resolutions upon the voters and citizens 
of Fredericksburg. This meeting was largely attended 
and ably represented by those who had respectively 
advocated the interests of Bell, Breckinridge, and 
Douglas during the Presidential campaign of 1860. 
Eight consecutive disunion speeches were delivered by 
eight lawyers. The speakers who had advocated the 
cause of Bell and Douglas during the Presidential 
canvass declared themselves wholly converted, head 
and heels, soul and body, to the inexpressible beauties, 
undying excellencies, and transcendently sublime glories 
of secession, and most unmercifully and vindictively 
denounced all as Abolitionists, traitors, suhmissionists, 
and Lincolnites, who would any longer stand up for the 
old Union, or the flag of the old United States. On 
this occasion the stentorian style was admirably imi- 
tated by all the speakers. They seemed to try to 
what an astonishing height they could raise their voices, 
and to what an extent they could be heard ; they were 
verbose, vehement, denunciatory, dogmatic, impudent, 
insolent, disgusting, and highly insulting ; but as for 
common sense, good logic, sound argument^ and mathe- 
matical demonstration, there was none of it, — except 
that they demonstrated their own folly and final ruin 
by their own treasonable course of conduct. That tbid 
would prove to be the result of their action was clearly 
demonstrated to our own mind at least. 

rf Virginia did not secede immediately, one was going 
ftway out west of the Mississippi Kiver, the Pathw of 
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Waters^ and leave his ^'beautifal &rm which you"' 
(the audience) ''gee every day; and if Virginia did not 
Beoede, and if lie, the speaker, did not leave Virginia^ 
his ''wife is going any way, as she has determined not 
to live under old Abe's Administration." Another was 
going to root up rooU out of the ground and make his 
wife and children do the same for a living, before he 
and they should become the subjects of old Lincoln's 
tyranny and despotic rule. Another was going to face 
the cannon — ^yes, walk right square up to the cannon's 
mouth and wade in blood up to his neck — ^before he 
would ever submit to the despotism of a Black Bepub- 
Ucan Abolition Administration. It was a great time 
with secessionists. The rapping and clapping and 
loud huzzas were frequent, long, and deafening. Oh, 
they were a merry, jubilant set of fellows that night I 
If it had been an old-fashioned Methodist camp-meetr 
ing, and a thousand sinners had beccmie converted to 
God, the enthusiasm and extravagance could not have 
been surpassed. 

Stxange as it may appear to the reader, not one of 
the pugnacious orators who were going to turn the 
world upside down and play the devil generally on that 
ever-memorable night has ever yet faced the mouth of 
a roaring cannon, or waded in blood up to his neck^ 
or even been in a battle, so far as we know. One of 
the most popular and prominent of all who spoke on 
that occasion subsequently off^ed for the Congress of 
the Southern Confederacy, but, getting shamefully de- 
feated, he afterwards became attached to the staff of 
one of the Ccoifederate generals, with the title of major 
annexed. This man was a prominent Breckinridge 
Demoorai, a great admirer of Jeff Davis, a thorou^^ 
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BeoeBskmiAt, a despifior of tbe old Union, and a ncome^t 
of the "Stars and Stripee." He was rich, and with his 
party, before the war b^an, influential; but since tho 
war conuoenced his negroes have left, his " beautiful'' 
residence and splendid fsixm have become the headr 
quarters of the generals of the Federal army, and hia 
farm a common camping-fldd. He is now oomparar 
tively poor, and, except wiUi original secessionists, hia 
influence is g(me, and gone forever. 

Another one of the doqueTU orators on that occasion 
was a Breckinridge Democrat; but during the reign of 
Know-NoUiingism he was a great Know-Nothingist^ 
and, if we are not mistaken, he is emphatically a Knon?^ 
NoihinffUt yet, having learned nothing since, — a mno^ 
shilling lawyer, a worshipper of Jeff Davis, a despiser 
of the old Union, a scomer of the " detestable flag of th^ 
Federal Government," but a devoted friend, a sincere 
lover, of the one thing which most traitors admir^ 
whitikcy* This man was for a short time a lieutenant 
in a company when the rebellion first broke out, but^ 
wh^i the "tug of war" actually came, fearing, as was 
supposed, that he might get into a fight and by soma 
unforeseen accident might "get hurt," resigned his office; 
and when the conscript law took effect, and scoutingT 
parties were hunting out and picking up fighting-meu 
in, around, and about Fredericksburg, we und^rataqd 
that this poor fellow, this would-be hero in time of 
peace, when there was no danger of "getting hurt," 
was slipping and sliding, dodging, running, and hidii^g; 
from place to place, to keep from being caught an4 
forced into the conscript army to fight against "nt^ 
miaiioniaU and the dieeipUa of old Abe XinoohiL"! 
He had declined all idea of fi|^ting "old Abe Linr 
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ooht'^ and ^'t&e bkLe-ne<^oed, white-Uikred Tankees/* 
He foxmd it was mach easier to make trea80iMii)le 
secesh epeeclies, and be huzzaed by brainless knaves 
and fo^h boys, than to fight the "vs^dals of the 
North," and consequently, like "Jerry Sneak, he 
tamed edge-ways and became invisiUe," or, like tiie 
retem on a constable's warrant, rum est inveniue. 
• But to return to the meeting. All"the orators of the 
Bight and of the occasion having delivered themsrives 
d the eloquence which was pent up within them, 
and the thunders of the loud huzzas having died away, 
Ihe resolutions were read and the vote taken, and pro- 
Bounced by the chair to be unanimous, with but one 
solitary exception. One poor, thoughdess £b11ow in the 
vast assembly said no to the resolutions, — ^when a simul- 
iaineous shout like deafening thunder arose, "Pi^ him 
out! put him out! put him out !" whereupon one of the 
tmder^earted lawyers, (and th^ all have tender hearts, 
vstAer,) who had just delivered himself of a treasonable 
^)eech, and seeing unoonditional glcary, honor, and im- 
mortality ahead, «aid, "iVb, no, no: don't put him out; 
he is evidently intoxicated." The inference, therefore, 
to be &irly drawn was that none but a drunken mtan 
^uld dare to vote against the resolutions; while tiie 
aetual fact in the case was, that this poor fellow's car- 
cass only escaped being kidced out of the public court- 
kxue into the streets on the pleaof his being drunk. 

Hie meeting having adjourned, we left tlw oourt- 
bmise, seriously cogitating upon the lam^itable soeneB 
whidi had just been acted out, and the awfully alarming 
state of public affiedrs generally, and, like the old pro- 
phet of whom we read in the Bible> from the depth of 
oiir soul we exdedmed, ''Lord, they have IdUed iky 
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prophetS; digged down thine altars, and I am 1^ al<»ie, 
and they seek my life." Like the old prophet, howev«P, 
we were mistaken; for in that very assembly there were 
many who had never bowed the knee to the image of 
Baal, and who in their hearts despised the demon 
aeeession, as subsequent events proved. 

Besolutions which were passed by these seceeh 
caucus-meetings, which were everywhere being held 
through the country, were hurried off to Eichmond to 
the representatives in the State Convention, as we 
have already said, to force and influence them to vote 
for the immediate secession of Virginia; otherwise, on 
their rcrt;um home they would be held accountable to 
their constituents for not having obeyed instructi<MMi. 
These resolutions were also published in the public 
newspapers, and largely commented on by editors, to 
influence and force the people into secession, jmd to 
prepare their minds and hearts for action at the 
election that was to take place relative to ratifying or 
rejecting the final action of the Virginia Convention. 

Many of the meetings which were held and at which 
were passed resolutions instructing representatives in 
the convention to vote for immediate secession were com- 
posed of but few individuab, and they, for the most part, 
original secessionists of the baser sort, while the resolu- 
tions professed to be a fair representation of the senti- 
ments of whole cities, counties, and communities. The 
intelligent reader cannot fail to see that in this way, if 
tiie members of the convention, in consequence of. their 
superior advantages, were not imposed on, the pei^e 
tiirough the State were^ 

To counteract the false impressions produced hj 
these resolutions so far as. the town ajid atijEens of 
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Fradazsoksfaorg wtre oooeearMcl, the XJnkm ibmi of 
Fred^eksbarg determdned to hold a UnioD meelmg in 
did ooart-hanse aa the feUowing Monday night alfc«r 
the seoeeh had held theirs* On Sunday morning w^ 
were waited <m by Union gentlemen to know if we 
would ddiver an addreea on the foUowing nighty pro- 
vided th^ could ^gei up" a meeting. Por reaBons 
•atisfiictory to ourself^ we told th^n we would. We 
had writtai fbr our eountry, were willing to speak for 
our ooun1^7 and, if necessary, would die for our oomntry. 
The notice being short, and for a Union meeting, and 
thsre bdng nochanee to announce it in any of the, town 
pi^rs, as there was no daily paper in town, and no 
p^>er pubUfifaed on Momiay, we calculated <m quite a 
smiBtll attendance. 

Kb sooner, however, had it become known that tiiere 
was to be a Union meeting than the secessicxiists went 
to work to devise ways and means by iriuch either to 
turn tiie Unicoi meeting into a seossh meeting, or, if 
they foaled in that, to create a ''row,'' and Imak up 
Ihe meeting entirely. Facts subsequmitly devdoped 
proved this to have been the determination of the <^ 
position party. At Htb head of this plot there w^^ 
mm who should have blushed to engage in such mean- 
ness. JBuitO'Uihatdqahi of criansandmeomf^ 
w>ttr€ai(m$toopt 

- On mitmng the oQurt^house <m Monday night, we 
found it peifoctly mied. Ignorant <tf the plot <tf ^ 
seeee^onisteeitiier to turn the meetiog into a seo^ 
mesiing of attempt to annihilate it, we were surinriesd 
to witness so large an attendance; for never had we 
ifoaii the coort^otMe mo» thracoughly czowdiri than 
on that ever^nemorable night, the 11th of Maceh^ 186L 

u 
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Inmedifttdy «fi»r ^ maetis^ irts ovgftm»d^ and 

the committee appointed to prq)«re resdutions lor tbi 
meetiog had retiredi the dmr, in the name <^ the 
iMeeting, expreseed a desire to hear an aidresa. la- 
ataaily the seoeaaicmiatB called out for a certam lawyer^ 
who had been a Douglas diector during the President 
tial canvBsa, and one of the men who had spcksa. 
on the preyiottB Friday ni^t At tibe ean^ time tba 
Unicm men were calling on us to take the stand. Being 
aeated in the crowd, before we had time to rise a&d get 
fairly cm the way to the speaker's stand, the seoeeh 
lawyer waa on the stand and had coms^eaced hia speedu 
We returned to our seat until he had finished Qe 
f put it on thick and heavy" to the Urmnf^ahriekers^, ««6* 
fnissioniata, AboUtUmUts^ 4^ ifc We looked at him, 
and wondered all the time, thinking to oursel^ ^* Bk)W 
cban^^I how fallenl" We had listened to him on the 
preyioos Friday night; we had heard him when advo* 
eating die oa«se of Douglas, the Union, the Gonstita* 
tion, and enforcement of the laws. Thexk he was manly, 
4^ified, eloquent, l<^cal, and patriotic As a friend, 
we loved him; as a dtisen, we respected him; as a 
patriot, we admix^ him. ITow, as a traitor to kia 
CQuatryi we pitied him; for his treason, we soomed 
km. Scarcely had he finished his last treasonable 
sentenoe when a shout was raised for another seoed& 
i^ieak^ to take the stand. They called on this ooea- 
sion for their ablest ai^l sftost popular speakers. Again 
tibe Unian n^n called on us to take the stand. Fedisg 
ifider obligaticm to our friends, bat infinitely mate to 
ev oMQtry, we walked upcm the stand, where, to ous 
smpriie, we found the last secish cmAot who hsd 
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best ettttad out wm standuig and trying to giitt tlio 
bearing of the Midienoe. 

Here followed a scene that beggars all desoriptioo. 
^or upwards of fifteen minutes the tumult was like the 
continues roaring of many waters,— eadi party caU» 
ing on their speaker to ^ on, ^o on, go on, wd eadi 
swelling ihat the wp^ik&roi the other party should not 
speak.. It was a rich sc^e for civilised, patriotici 
Chriatian men! But it was a struggle between pa*- 
triotism and treason, Sk struggle for our country and 
all the blessings of freedom. Finally, however, the 
hoQse was brought to order, and we addressed ^ 
meeting ic^ abcmt an hour and a half, amidst the 
huffias and hisses of that vast assembly. During the 
ttme we were spesJsmg, some cowardly, u&principM 
aoo&ndrel, a sinner agunst God, and a traitor to his 
joountry, threw an egg at us from the extreme partof 
ihe hora»; but, losing its force before it reacW us, ik 
struck a young man idio was seated directly in front 
of us, cm the back of the head. Why did ^is oudcm 
lorfaig eggs with him to a public me^dng, unless he had 
anticipated a mcb on the occasion? Had he no pre* 
eonceived design in ddng tibis? Had he no acconv* 
^iices committed to aid in creating a mob and breaking 
x^ the meeting ? Why was he not instantly rebuked, 
arrested, and committed to jail for so outrageous an 
act? Because the leaders of the secession party in 
tiMit house, on that occasion, sanctioned the infernal aot, 
and would have joined in a general mob, but that Oxef 
Jtnmd the Union party much stronger than they 1^ 
expected. Why were the secesh orators, and the vmry 
men, too, who had ddivered speeches on the previous 
Friday night to the same people and in the same house^ 
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ton ibe samestand^ — ^why, we say, was an attempt msAt 
hf their party to force them upon tiie meeti^? And 
why did tbeee speakers so promptly take the- staad 
and try to impose themselves on tiie meeting? Ay^ 
reader, the dcmnabU prinoipks ef the tj^anny, anai^^ 
ehy , and mob-despotism of seoescion were as folly deve* 
Ic^ed on that occasion on a small scale, as th^ lure 
in the army of Jeff DaTis on a large scale. We, 
however, told them many things, on that occaiEaon, 
t^ch will be remembered by some nntil th^ die. 

At the dose (d our address, a simoltaneons shout 
was raised for a certain secei^ orator to take the stand 
and make a speedu Instuitly he was on the stand, 
overcoat c^ and about to begin, when the Usioci 
10^ objected to his speaking, inasmuch as it was a 
Union meetiing, and already one of the seoesh oratora 
\md made a long disonion i^)eech, and, to the TJmaa 
men, a very insulting and abusive one. The seeesBionr 
iits swore he should speak, and many of the ITnkm 
nen swore he should not speak; and, amidst hissesy 
hosasiB, dapping of hands, stamping of &et, beaming 
ai seats and stoves with walking^<»aes, &e. &o^ ikm 
Union men proceeded to extinguish the lights, as they 
liad a right to do, having paid for than, wfacm an in- 
stenty general ^* skedaddling'' took place, foar lenr '' aome^ 
body'' might " get hurt." 

Thus, reader, ended the last Union medang we ever 
attended in the town of Fredericksburg, Ya. We give 
liiis case and the £u)ts conneoted with it, as a specimen of 
the trickery, villany, and de^, damnable rascali^ 
resorted to by secessionists to force Virginia (»&t of the 
Union. We had no vindictive feelings towards onr M* 
low-dtiaens, — none but pity for Hmskf and dec^, pungent 
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MTtow f<Mr tlid f^proaohhig dlDwnfell of our Ueeding 
cmmtry. And, remember, aU this happened mofe thaa 
one month before the cs^tore of Fort Sumter. 

It may not be amiss to state, in closing this article, 
tiM^ two of tl^ prominent speaJcers on the Friday ni(^ 
of the great seoesh meeting of which we h«76 spcdcen 
were daring the reign of Know«NotJiingitm the 
strongest advocates of that cause to be found in all the 
country. One, of whom we have made menticm above, 
was a sort of editor in Western Virginia at that 
time; and the other, deddedly the ablest member 
of the Frederidcsburg bar, ably advocated the canto 
of Know-Nothingism. On one ocoasioii, in the oour^ 
house in Fredericksburg, and on the same stand where 
he delivered his speech of treason agdnst the Fede- 
ral Gk)vemment, we list^oied to him ^peek for torn 
hours at a single stretch, wb^ all the powers and 
eloqufflice of his soul and tongue were employed in 
vindicating l^e ''Union, the Constitution, and raforoe- 
•m^t of the laws." What a leap from the soblime to 
tixe ridiculous, fix»n the hi^est and noblest asfAca- 
tions of patriotism to the deepest and darkest dqp^ 
id treason! How the sworn advocates of the ''Coorti- 
tution, the Union, and enforcement of the laws" oodd 
thus ea»ly wheel into the ranks of traitors and eiEqpoiiae 
the cause of treason, was, and is still, to us a mystery, 
an inexplicsjide enigma, a problem to be solved. 
. The "Virginia (Fredericksbui|f) Herald," in no- 
ticring tile meeting of tiie secessionists cm the Friday 
<night of which we have spc^ten, says, — 

'^ There has been a reaction, just as we have always 
said theore would be; and it hae come like a gioimd* 
swell in old Fredmcksburg." 

15» 
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To tiiis, in the number of the **(Biri8tian Banner^ 
of Mneh 14^ 1861, we remarked, in ike lollowing bii^ 
paragraph,-^ 

'^How long has the ^Herald' * always said tiiere 
irould be a reactk»i/ and an upheaving, 'like a groinK$- 
•well/ thzowing off the scurf and scum, ^ Union men, 
or refolutioniets, the allies of !l^ack Kepublicans, Abo- 
litionists, and traitors,' who ' leave their dime behind 
them as they walk the streets of Fredericksburg'? 
How long will it be before another 'reaction, a ground- 
swdl in old Fredericksburg,' tiAes place, throwing 
tiff seoessicmists and those who would precipitt^ out 
happy country into a civil war ?" 

Strange as it may appear to the intelligent reader, 
-the "Virginia Herald" had always be«i, from the 
time c^ our |KX][uaintanoe with it, (and that was for 
mcore than fiftem years,) an uncompromising Whig 
journal, the oi^gan of that party in Fredericksburg, 
and the gentleman who was the e<titor at the time of 
which we are writing had been an uncompromising 
•Wlug^ and one of the strongest supporters <rf Bdl and 
Everett to be found in all Virginia, — a man in whose 
-Mstrils the loe(hfoco or Democratic party stTwnk. Hfe 
dinounoed the Bredcinridge party as disunionists 
! during the whole ZVesidential campaign of 1860, and 
plaoed at the head of his paper, as a motto, ^ The 
Union, the Constitution, and enforcement of the laws." 
-And early in the month of March, 1881, a little over 
three .numths from ^ election of Mr. Lincoln, he un- 
furls the contemptible secei^on &tg, and declares to 
the wcnid c^nly and publicly in his paper that 
''there haa bam a reactk>n, just as we have always 
said there would be; and it has come lilie a ground* 
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iirall hi old iWlerkdoaibcirg/' Alway9, wiih th« 
H«:»ldy is about sixty days, and, at tiie fortlieet, noi 
inore than ninety days f 

In tke notice the '^Virginia Herald" gave of th« 
XTnion meeting on Monday ni^t, it sayBy — 

^Thd vote was taken, Mid, trom the sound, we 
suppose firom twenty^five to fifty were in faror ci 
them," (the resolutions.) '^Thid noes predcHninated 
largely." 

To which we repKed, in the number of th^ "Chrisi* 
tian Bflumer" of March 14, 1861, as follows: — 

''Is it podsifole that <mr Adghb(»r of the 'Herald* 
can 'suppose,' 'from the sound' of the vote taken on 
Monday night, that tiiere w^re only 'from twenty*fiv6 
to fifty' Unicm votes gnren? He mftkias a long jvmp, 
from twenty-^ve to fifty. Why did he not aay from 
twenty-five to (me htUi<fred and fifty? How cotlld h^ 
leap to &e positive conclusion that 'the noes pre^ 
dominated largely' ? We are informed, by a gentler- 
man who was in the crowd, that one man 'yelled' out 
no, mntf times. Our honest c6nviction is that a 
majority ot the voters; and espedally of the ptopertj^ 
hcMers, in the town of Fredericksburg are oj^xJsed td 
innnediate secession. Time, however, wiH prove afl 
things. 

The "Virginia Herald" said,— 

"Itr. Bowe toc^ the stand, smd advocated imme- 
fiate secession." 

Why did not the "Herald" state the ridiculotts and 
unfair circumstanoes under which Mr. Rowe took the 
stand? And why did hd hot give a public rebuke to 
the wretek who threw the egg at us while we were 
speaking? He knew that all these things would not 
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•dd my tbiiig to the <diaracter luid inAaenet (tf tlw 
iooesBioii party abroad. 

The " Fredericksburg News," in a short notice of the 
meeting on Monday night, — another Whig journal, a 
i^xong advocate of Bell and Everett, — said, — 

" Q. H. 0. Eowe imd James W. Hunnioutt addressed 
the meting in lieivor of ' revolution and fitting, not 
secession and retreat.* Anarchy seems to be upcm ua." 

To this we replied, in the same number of the '^BaiH 
n^/' namdy, the 14th of March, J861, — 

"The reader will pwceive that the * Herald* and 
*News* differ widely as to the position of Mr. Rowe. 
The 'H^ndd' states Mr. Bowe's position correctly* 
' Mr. Bowe advocated immediate seoeeaion.' Oar poa*^ 
tkm is ' revolution and fighting' if neoessaiy , a^d * not 
aeoession and retreat.' Let ub demand our righta, figkt 
lor our rights, and maintain our rights to the deatb, 
aad, if we fi^ in the fight, let us fight bravely and di^ 
honorably. Never fly from our rights and ignobly 
yield them up into the hands of our enemies. 

"Judging from the proceedings of last Monday 
ni^t, it would se^n that the reign of anarchy and 
'terror is inaugurated. But free men and brave meat 
will never yidd to the dictations pi tyrants and dem»- 
g(^es." 

We have given the above extracts to show to the 
reader that the secession party resorted to every con* 
ceivable means to crush out and annihilate the Union 
men of Virginia. Their orators lied, and slandered the 
Union party. Their public newspapers lied, and slan- 
.dered the Union men of Vii^nia. And just as soon 
as the leaders of the Bell and Douglas, parties became 
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ecmvBTted to secession and were baptized into the caol-* 
dron oontaining the hellish liquid of Southern trea$(m^ 
they were as vituperative and vindictive in their de- 
nunciations of Union men as the original secessionists. 
The reader who was not a witness to the scenes which 
wero acted, out in. Virginia during the year 1861 can 
form no adequate conception of the state of excitement 
which previdled among all classesi sex^s, ages, and con- 
ditions. Hell was spread out miscellaneously among 
the people, and all the discordant passions of the whole 
mass were stirred up, and the devil let loose generally. 
We had already become convinced that the real issue 
between secessioniste and Union mdn was the simple 
q«ei^oa! whether mind and liberty should govern tn^ 
j^to^umt and tyranny ^ or whether inBtUutUmi and 
4nfoium should govern mind and freedom. In other 
words, whether three hundred and fifty thousand slavor 
holdem should rule and govern thirty millions of 
Ammoan dtiMns, or whether thirty millions of Amerir 
can dtiaeaui shoiQd rule three hundred and fifty thoa*^ 
wmii 8lave4u2lders. Are thirty millions of men cs^abla 
bf sell'goveamnient ? Three hundred and fifty thousand 
Bigro-^aristocrats respond, /' No^ they are rtot; and w# 
wiH enga^ to rule andgovem them." The prooeedin^i 
of the two meetings of which we have written in tlm 
chapter more fully than ever convinced us of the cor- 
Toetness of our former conchision. The reign of terror 
«id dfiq>ot]8m had begun. Beason and liberty wen 
aoocned and sought to bo tnunpled into the dust. 
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CHAPTEB XXIL 

In the number of the "Christian Banner" of 
March 21, 1861, we wrote and published the follow- 
ing:— 

"PEOVIDENCE— CAUSE AND EFFECT— COMMON SENSE, 
ETC. ETC. 

'^ It is often said that 'Providence will overrule all 
things for the best/ We have great fedth ia Pram«> 
d^ice ; but Providence does not destaroy causa and tSddb^ 
unless when the laws of nature are reversed and miiar 
cles are performed, 

** To every law of nature there is a penalty annexed, 
and every infraction of law calls for Ihe enfixrceDient 
of the penalty. A man Ijirusts his hand into Ihefizec 
the natural and lawful result is, he gets his hand bur&t. 
Why did he not trust to Providence, and thus prevent 
his hand from being burnt? A man drinks and eate 
to excess : why does he not trust to Providenoe to pr^ 
vent drunkenness and sickness, the natural effeets of 
intemperance ? A man on the top of a lofty stee^ 
sajrs, * I'll jump down, and trust to Providence to Jkeq^ 
my neck from being broken by the leap:' what as- 
surance has he that Providence will save him from 
danger and death ? None whatever. 

" Eve, when she violated the law of God, might 
have said, 'I'll trust to Providence/ But what was tiie 
result ? Death, The children of Israel determined to 
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rid tb^mMlves of t&eoerocy, and demaaded a king, and 
God permitted them to have a king ; and the Bubee- 
qnent results are known to all Biblical students. 

" Froyidence permitted our ancestors to emigrate to 
this delightful country ; and when the yoke of British 
tyranny was laid upon their necks, Providence per* 
mitted them to throw it off and to establish a rq)ublican 
form of government. Providence has permitted tar 
natics to spring up by thousands, and traitors by 
hundreds, who are now constantly and earnestly en« 
deavoring to overturn this glorious republic And 
while they are engaged in this work of national ruin, 
the eSoctM of which will be, if accomplished, the anni« 
hilation of our political and religious liberties, naticmal 
aad im^vidual bankruptcy, war, pestilence, £sunine, and 
dea^ still there are those who constantly say, ' Well, 
we must trust to Providence : Providence will overrule 
all for the best.' 

" We say, let the people trust to their own good 
B&ute in this mess, and go to work like men and patriots, 
rdyijog on the mercy and power of God, discarding 
ambilioaB, tmprincipled politicians, and all may yet be 
saMd. If, however, the people yield their destinies 
into the hands of these political harpies, their ruin is 
inevit^e. Gtod may permit the overthrow of our 
Qoffieniment, and the whole country to be drenched in 
blood, aad the yoke erf miUtxiry degqpotism to be placed 
on our nedks ; but when the work of ruin is accom- 
plidiedy ii will be horrid bhsphemy to say, * Providence 
overruled all for the best.' This would be an infamous 
libel <m Providence. 

" God permitted the Jews to be carried into cap* 
tivity, tiie laad of Jodea to be bud wiurte, Jerusalem 
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and the holy temple to be demolished, his pec^le, the 
JewS| to be scattered to the four corners of the ^arth. 
He permitted his only-begotten son Jesus to be crad- 
fiedy his disciples to be persecuted, impris^med, and 
put to death, the churches to become corrupt. He 
permitted the supremacy of the Pope to be a(^ow- 
ledged throughout the Eastern and Western ChurcbeB, 
true Christianity for a time to become almost extinct, 
and the Boman hierarchy to sweep, like a desolating 
avalanche, over all Christendom. He permitted Boman 
Catholics to guillotine Protestants by thousands, and 
Protestants, in their turn, to decapitate Catholics. Qod 
permits men now to work their own ruin, and ihe ruin 
of those who become their dupes. ' If the blind lead 
the blind, both aka^ fall into the ditch' tc^ther. It is 
fpUy for men to say they trust in Qod and rely on 
Providence to overrule aH things for the best, vfhea 
they neglect to do their duty. 

: " Providence would permit our present Legklature to 
iremain in session until the expenses would bankr^t ti» 
whole State of Virginia, unless they should eat and 
drink themselves to death. Providence permits oimto* 
meal demagogues to fire up and turn the hearts and 
h$ads of the people of one section against the peopla 
of another seoticm of our country ; to spend millioBi 
of money for munitions of war; to go to fig^ittng, nmi 
](ill one another like wild beasts of the fbretk All 
these things Providence permits, but doe? not mlL 

''And now, if the pec^le would be bs^py and pros* 
perous, and avoid ruin and death, let them exerciie te 
good common sense which they have, and drop poUti- 
cians, and ^un them as the carrion-vuliurm of aooiety, 
vhQ are seeking their own pcomotion and itttervte Afe 
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tke expense of the good of the people and the salvatioii 
of ihm^ couiiky. 

" If the people imU, our country can yet be saved. 
Its destiny is with them. We believe tiiat the hearts 
of the people, for the most part, are right and honest, 
but their heads are turned wrong by corrupt poli- 
ticians. Some of these country-destroyiilg dema- 
g(^;ties have thdr eye on the Presidential chair, others 
are lo<^ing to the S^ate and Congress halls, while 
c^ers, again, have an eye on foreign missions or home- 
promotions, to gain which they would move heaven 
and earth, and sink ^ur country in ruin, and blast the 
prosperity and hairiness of the common people forever. 

^' Every American citizen has an interest at stake 
in this matter, — ^the interest of his soul and body,— 
tiie interest of his family, his wife and children, and 
every interest that he holds near and dear on earth. 
The interest, yea, the salvation, of the whole country, 
and the interest of every man in it, are now at stake, 
except politidans, and those who are interested in the 
downfall and ruin of bH others, so they may gain pro- 
motion. 

" Fdlow-dtizens, speak the life-preserving word, 
and save your country I Snatch her from the hands 
of corrupt politicians as a brand from the everlasting 
horning, and God will bless you, and posterity will 
bkss you, and your fame shall go down to latest pos- 
terity^ when the names of corrupt politicians shall have 
been swaUowed up in the deep vortex of eternal ob- 
livion. 

. "Think, reader I Twelve months ago we would as socm 
h«ve thought that Christians would say, 'Down with 
t]ie l^UeJ down with the Cross of Christ!' a§ that thpee ^ 

16 
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professing to be patriots should now say, ' Down with 
the Constitution! down with the accursed Stars and 
Stripes ! down with the infernal Star-Spangled Ban- 
ner I' God, have mercy upon us !" 

«« FIGHTING IN THE UNION. 

• " By fighting in the Union we simply mean revolu- 
tion. If at any time ^ Government becomes oppressive, 
and one part of the people, whether a majority or a 
minority, fail to obtain their constitutional rights, it 
then becomes their duty to throw off the yoke of op^ 
pression by revolution. The Constitution of the United 
States belongs equally to each and every one of these . 
several States, and guarantees equal rights to all. 

"The 'Stars and Stripes' are the guarantee to every 
citizen for the protection of his person, property, and 
reputation: if, therefore, any portion of the people of 
these United States shall attempt to deprive any other 
portion of the people of these States of their constitu* 
tionai rights, the oppressed are justifiable in repelling 
any and all such aggressions at the point of the sword 
and bayonet, if they cannot otherwise obtain redress. 

"If, therefore, as is said, the people of the North 
have oppressed and made aggressions on the rights of 
the people of the South, it becomes the duty of the 
people of the South to state their grievances to the 
people of the North and demand their . rights, and, if 
they fail to obtain them peaceably, then commence 
revolution, and by force of arms obtain their rights, 
and repel, put down, and crush out the lawless and 
of)pressors. In this case, the law-abiding and oonsti- 
tution-loving men of the North would unite their 
influenee and efforts with the oppressed and outraged 
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.pefi{)Ie of tke BquHx, and fEmaticism wbold be croaked 
cut, a&d peace and harmony restored to onr country. 
The Oonstitutioii, the ' Stars and Stripes,' the Federal 
city, and this whole country, belong to all the people 
of theee United States; a&d we say, let us keep all, or 
loae aU, and our. liyes into, the bai^gain. This ia fighJb- 
in^ w tJie Union, and for the Union.*' — Ckruiian 
£mmerf2lBt March, 1861. 

^ ''What is Ihe Virginia Legislature doing? . What 
has it done? Why do not ihe people hold primary 
me^dngs, and call iJie rebeU home ? Eemember, fSellow* 
,:€atizen8, we the dear peopU have to foot all the bills, 
'Tis a shame, — an outn^ upon the citizens of Virginia, 
t *' The purpose of the Legislature was, and is, to cott- 
tinue in session during the session of the convention, 
Bnd bring all tiieir outdde pressure to bear on the con* 
venjLioax, to force that body to pass an ordinance of 
seeession. Time is rolling on, and will drift the present 
|)oUticians of the day into the shades of peaceful 
retirement, where they*ll live unknown and forgotten 
txA die unlamented. The people should begin to think 
and to act for themselves. Politicians are looking aft^ 
iheir own interests, not caring a farthing for the inte* 
rei^ oi the people, and, unless the people look to thdr 
own interests, politicians will reduce them and the 
whole country to one common ruin." — Christian Ban* 
ner^ 2Ut March, 1861. 

: ^'GxS the rebds home.'' — ^This body of Virginia 
I^egisUtc^a voted l^emselves the jSifa^, in that they 
xsalled a State convention, without consulting the wiabeg 
of the poc^lo of the State, knowing, as they well did| 
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tlu^if tlie simple qusBtioii, eoTwmtion air nocMfimitiQfig 
for the purpose of deciding wheiher Virginia shcmld se- 
joede or w>t, had been presented, the people of the State 
"would have ignored a oonvention by at least s^t j 
thousand majority. They %mi'q)ed the power, assumed 
ihe heavy and .terrible responsibility, and called tl^ 
oonvention, — thus placing upon the neck$ of the dear 
people the iron heel of usurped legidative despatmn^ 
involving the State in debt, and forcing her out of the 
Union, and thus securing the downfall and utter rtiin " 
vi Virgima. The unmitigaied curses of Virginians 
and of the whole country will, in all coming tim^ be 
iieaped upon the nest of legislative traitors who, in the 
.winter and spring of 1861, fwrced Virginia out of the 
•Union, and effected her final and eternal ruin, so £aa* as 
ihe happiness and well-being of the t^en peculation 
of the State and of their diildren are concerned. 
They were a set of unprincipled, ambitious, aspiring 
njourpers of the rights of the people, violators of the 
jConstitution of the State of Virginia, and poured 
scoundrels i^ainst the Oovemment of the United 
States, because, in taking their oath of <^ce, they 
Bwore they would observe and protect the Constitutioii 
xA the State of Virginia, and the Constitution and laws 
<^f the United States, when, in fact, they went there 
%ith but one olDject in view, and that was to break up 
the Government, as their whole course of action and 
the results of their actions have subsequently proved. 
They were reicfo, traitors to God, to the people of 
Virginia, to Virginia herself, to the Constitution and 
Government of the United Statee, and to the whole 
counUy. We saw plainly what they were doing, and 
^hat they had determined to do, and, tlia^ore, im 
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warned the people of Virginia against them. They 
onght not only to have been called home, but tried and 
pxmished for treason after getting home. All these 
things, however, may be warnings to others in ages to 
OMne, and in this wiay be productive of good. 

The reader will not be surprised when we inform 
iim that our pataronage was constantly diminishing, 
and we saw plainly that we should be forced to discon- 
tinue the publication of our paper. We had a large 
amount of money due us; but this was scattered all 
over the Southern States, and men, for the most part, 
iad declined' paying us, as money-matters had become 
exceedingly stringent in Virginia, and the stay-law was 
producing its desired effect, and times were looking 
squally ahead. We received many very discouraging 
letters, containing ihr&xU and making insinuatibns 
whidi, sustaining thfe relation we did to our churches,-^ 
all of which were in the slave States, — ^tended to disturt 
what Kttle of peace and happiness we might other- 
wise have enjoyed. The ^' Banner" had already become 
offensive to some eVeii who were members of our 
ehurches, in consequence of the decided stsAd we had 
taken for the Union and against secession. 

All the personal ties and interests we had on earth 
■werei in the slave States, and most of them south ol 
the Potomac Eiver. In looking into the terribly awful 
future, we saw nothing but sorrow, tribulation, priva^ 
tion, and distress before us. The distress of mind and 
deep anguish of heart which we suffered, none but God 
could know. 



!«• 
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CSHAPTBR XXIII. 

gAIlinr PAUL A V0 THE GO0PSL, AK0 TSl BSV. DE. «U>aGn W« 
GA&TXE Ain) BECESSIOH— ▲ OONTAAAT. 

In the number of the ''Christian Banner" of Mardi 
28, 1861, we wrote and published the following artida^ 
We give it entire and complete, juat as it appeared 
in the "Banner." 

"THE GOSPEL. 

" Gospel signifies good new$, glad tidinj^, from the 
Ghreek euaggdizoa^ to bring ghxd tidingi, to €tnnoune6 
Oi glad tidings ^ to dedare oi matter of joy. 
. " At the winding up of the Jewish dispesisation, fAssn 
the weftre was about to depart £rom the hand of Judafa, 
•nd the last lawgiver from between his feet, ShilcA 
comes, — ^the dawning of the Sun of righteousness 
appears in the east, — ^the darkness of the Jewish dis^ 
pensation is being diasipated, — an angel from heaven 
iB despatched, and comes fljring down to earth to 
annoonce to the fearful, sorrowing diildren of men 
the everlasting and universal good will to all men. 
' Behold,' said the angel, ' I bring you good tidings 
oi great joy, which shall be to all people; for imto 
you is bom this day, in the city of David, a Saviour^ 
which is Christ the Lord,' 

*^ No sooner does the angel proclaim Messiah's birdi 
to the shepherds who watched their flocks by night, 
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Urnsi immedlatafy a midtitiide of the heftyenl j host join 
the angel, and, tiieir voioee commin^ng, swell the aa- 
them of praise, ' Glory to Ood in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will towards men/ This was a 
song befitting' the angel of God and the multitude of 
the heavenly host. It was good news from God to all 
men, — through all time. This is the gospel. 

*^ Said Christ to his disciples, afber his resurreetion 
from the dead, ' Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature.' The angel of God annoxmced 
Messiah's birth. The grand discovery that God is 
reconciled to man must be proclaimed by men to men. 
jEence says the Apostle Paul, 'For when we were yet 
without strength, in due time Christ died for the 
ungodly ; f<^ scarcely for a righteous [a legally just] 
man will <»ie die; yet peradventure [pertupps] for a 
good [benevolent] man some would even dare to die ; 
but Grod commendeth his love to us, in that, while we 
w^ra yei sinners, Christ died for us. For if when we 
were enemies we were reconciled to God by the 
death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we 
sball be saved by his life.' 

''The manifestation of the Father's love is the cause 
oi the sinner's reconciliation to God. Saint Paul says, 
'All thiags are of Gbd, who hath reconciled us to him- 
self by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry 
of reconciliation; to wit, that God was in Christ 
reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing thdr 
trespasses unto them, imd hath committed unto us the 
word of reconciliatkm.' 

" From tins it will be observed that God is reoon* 
died to man ; but the difficulty is in getting sinners to 
•become reconciled to God. 
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• "Hence oontinues flie same a{)ostle, ''Now, tihwi; 
we are ambassadors for Christ, as thougli God did be^ 
eeedi you by us ; we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye 
reooncifed to OtoAJ 

''Is not this plain? Ootdd Heavoi make it more 
so? Qod unconditionally loved the world. Hedeve* 
loped that love by unconditionally sending his Son into 
the worM to die fi»r all men. Christ developed his own 
tove, in that he died unconditionally for all men. 
Christ died a voluntary death : — ' Therefore dolii my 
Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I 
might take it again. No man taketh it from me, but 
I lay it down of myself; I have power to lay it dowii^ 
and I have power to take it a^in.' . 

"Christ died a vicarious death. He, the inno* 
cent, holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from 
sinners, died in the stead of sinners, that they might 
live. * For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, thd 
just for [or in the stead] of the unjust, that he might 
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but 
quickened by the S{»rit.' The two great gospel facts 
are these: — ^First, Christ died for our sins, according 
to the old Jewish Scriptures : secondly, he rose again 
from the dead, according to the Jewish Scriptures* 
This is the pith of the glad tidings sent down from 
heaven to earth, — from Glod to man,— to all men. So 
says the Apostle Paul in his first letter to the Oorin^ 
thian church: — 

" 'Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel 
which I preached unto you, -v^hidi also ye have re- 
ceived, and wherein ye stakd; by which [gospel] also 
ye are saved, if ye keep in memtory what I preached 
unto you, unless ye have beBeved in vain. For I de- 
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Ihrered unto /on first of all that which I also received, 
how that Oirist died for cor sins, aocording to the 
Scriptures; and that he was buried, and that he rose 
again the third day, aooording to the Scriptures.' 

** This was the apostle's tiieme at all times, in aE 
places, and under all circumstances: — 'For I deta> 
mined/ says he, 'not to know any thing among you, 
save Jesus Christ and him crucified' 

. "After his conversion, Paul preached in the synagogues 
of the Jews, and declared that Christ was the Son of 
Cbd. In the midst of infuriate mobs, — ^in the councib 
trf the Jews, — ^at the tribunals of governors and kings,— 
he boldly preached Christ and the resurrection, basing 
•the truth and certainly of the resurrection of all men 
from the dead upon tha fact that Christ rose from the 
dead. ' But if there be no resurrection of the dead^ 
ihen is Christ not naen; and if Christ be not riseo^ 
then ta our preaching vain, and your fedth is also vain* 
Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God ; because 
we have testified of Grod that he raised up Christ, whoa 
he raised not up, if the dead rise not/ 

''Now, let us place in juxtaposition the ribaldry of 
these learned doctors of divimly, who are itinerating 
through the countary trying to destroy the purest Gov- 
ernment on earth, and bringing our country to bankr 
ruptcy and ruin, with the preadiing and teaching 
of tt^ holy iqpostles of Jesus Christ. Take, as a spe^ 
x^en, extracts from the great speech of the Bev« Br. 
Oeoi^e W. Carter, delivered at Phoenix Hall, as re- 
ported by the Petersburg (Va.) '£3q>ress.' Bead the 
following : — 
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PHCBNIX HALL, . ^, 

"Dr. Carter proceeded to state and vindioate tiM 
Tiews and policy of those who held- Ijiat the tme 
•Temedy for th^ troubles was in secession. £k argued 
;ihat secession was €xpediewt,'^rea[Li^ei so by the wbs- 
fiiendly purposes 6f the Northern people, their eJeixure 
of power OT^r ns, their deep, radical differ»ice'in 
moral sentiment, which rendiered concord hopeless ^oki 
made iYkem the abiding foes of our forms of sdeml 
organization. [Applause]. Secession, so hs: &om being 
a destructiye process, was eminently conservative ia 
its effects. He used ihe term conservative in its poi^ 
liticalr— not in its party— nsense. In Texas, Im-ooiurtrf, 
when a man had neither the wit to perceive'nor tfas 
courage to maintain his rights, he g^ieraUy (eH hsA 
xm that last refuge of imbecility, and called himself 
^a eonservoHveJ Secessioli was consetrv a iive in tiie 
true sense. It preserved our rights and institutiara 
by rejecting the control that sought to destroy thenu 
■[Great applause]. 

• '* ' Our Government,' continued the i^)eaker, 'had left 
local interests to local manag^nent, and introstod only 
the conmion interests to common management. Thfa 
ipras its grand idea, its inspiration. This, hovwrer^ 
the Northern people do not seem to understand. They 
aeek to regulate our local institutions aocor<£ng to their 
ideas, — ^to put the order of things as edtabiished anumg 
us "in a course of extinction," and to make our four 
millions of negroes the equals of liie white man. IBae 
end at which they aim would ruin us. Th^oi^eans by 
whidi they would accomplish it revolutioniM the Qm* 

4 
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«rnment. We can submit to neitiier. Seodssioik is 
absolutdy necessary, ba&;to sdoure oar rights, and to 
maiBtaiH the local au&eiily which is their guaira&tee.' " 

* ^Take Ute following as a specimen of the reverend 
ddctor'e logic, by which he arrives at the culminating- 
pcttnt,--HseceB©ion.---iSiK^or Chriatiofa Manner. 

- "The <ioBe of. the l^igthy and able address of I^, 
Garter was fired with frequent bursts of fervid elo- 
queikce. He earnestly c^^^pealed to Virginians to ndly 
st once to the side of their brethren of the South, and 
^asskt tb^ in laying the foundation of an einpire which 
^(^d out such un^Lampled {Hromise^of prospmty and 
happiness.^ *^The Bouthern people,' said hC) 'are your 
eWldrwi^— hone of y<mr bone, and flesh erf your fle^, — 
your desoendante. They love you, long fiw: you, wait 
fer you, desire ywi- as their leader. They know you ' 
wiilcwae and must come) but they are anxious for 
you to come immediately* -For themselves, their course 
is taken. "VjQth you, or without you, they will main- 
tain their ]|A^. They are able to do i^ and, by the 
llessittgc^^Py^eywilldoit.' [Tremendous aiq)lause.] 
^ ^ -SomeSP^i,' B9AA the speaker, 'talk of "fighting 
in tiie Unicm." 'He scarcely knew, whieh to admire 
mosti— the wisdom or the pluck of such a position. 
For one, he could fight on ©o sudi platform,. In the 
first place, we did:not ck«iie to whip the North. If 
^ South conquered them, they would not know what 
to do with them. Like iAie b^i^^f, after they were 
oaa^t'tbey could not be hdd. . [Greefct laughter.]- If 
he could choose to receive a halter on his neck before 
he jifodd d^Hnand' U&nghto| be woidd then okim tb# 
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poor privikge ol aeaUng hia lips aad bowing .withoai^ 
murmur or reeistance to the yoke. 

''The speaker would say in all kindness to these gen- 
tlemen, that, when they thus talked about 'fighting/ 
they were mistaken. They were not going to fight* 
They might think t^ey would, but they wouldn't. The 
anecdote related by the English satirist was peculiarly 
illustrative of the class of Unionists to which the 
speaker had just referred. The henpecked husband 
was ordered under the bed. On one occasicm a large 
number of the neighboring dames had congregated, aa 
usual, to gossip. The poor husband, becoming some- 
what excited, peepec^ out. Hia wife gave him a sig* 
uificant look, and he withdrew his head. The gossinp 
becoming more and more exciting, the poor husband 
again protruded lus head. The wife again shook her 
finger, but it did not have the desired effect. Becoming, 
enraged, she seized a broomstick and proceeded to force 
bfu)k the objectionable head. The courageous husband 
succumbed, and again tucked his head under the bed, 
but protested his courage by declaring th^t so long aa 
he had the spirit of a man he would ^eep. \ [Immode* 
rate laughter.] 'So,' said the speaker, ' with Ihose who 
wiU fight in the Union. Mr. Lincoln-^ jpnforciag 
your forts, filling your post-offices with men of his own 
selection, and gradually binding you hand and footi. 
By-and-by he will get you under the Black Bepub* 
lican bed. You may then desire to pe^ out; but Mr. 
X^incoln will beat you back with the Federal broom* 
stick.' [Benewed laughter.] 

" The speaker had prepared himself for this great work 
amid much trial and trouble. He had prayed on his 
bended knees £or the U^ion, but, when he ascertained, 
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AeA It was hopelessly and irretrievably gone, Le te- 
solved to do his duty to Grod and his country." 

" Contrast the call of Dr. Carter to itinerate to preach 
ieoesdcmism, with the call of Saul to preadi the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. Here's the call, as related by the doctor, 
and reported by the 'Petersburg Express.' — Editor of 
the Christian Banner, 

** An affecting incident was related. One day, while 
in sad meditation, by his own fireside, upon the condi- 
tion of the country, and the propriety of addressing his 
feUow-citizens on these great questions, at their earnest 
solicitations, his wife observed his sadness, and bade 
him go forwaird fi^d never mind what the world said. 
'I will pray for you,' she added. His little boy of 
eight years, who must have obtained his knowledge of 
piliblic affairs from the papers, said, 'Pa, if all the South 
will go out, I don't think we'll have a fight; but I 
think we had better go, fight or no fight.' And then 
his Ktile daughter, still younger than her brother, — ^his 
own dear little Daisy, who was as gentle as the flower 
from which she derived her name, — said, * Yes, pa ; you 
wd Mr. W. [a member of the faaoaily] can help to 
fight^ and God and brother Jimmy will take care of 
me.' "lUbB mBkik would be worse than eraven/ said the 
Speiier, ' who, under such circumstances, could feil in 
his duty to his family and his country.' [Tremendous 
i^plause.]" 

The following is the comment on the above which 
we made and puUished in the "Christian Banner" at 
&e time we published the above speech ^*— 

IT 
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"This was a powerful calL 'His wife bade him go 
forward and never mind what the world said.' * I will 
pray for you/ she added. He receives his commission 
from his wife, who promises him her prayers for his 
success in breaking up tiie Grovemment and in destroying 
the country. His little boy of eight years says, 'Pa, 
if all the South will go out, I don't think we'll have a 
fight; but I think we had better. go, fight or no fight' 
An intelligent, 'spunky' little boy, that ! And then his 
little daughter, still younger than her brother, said, 
'Yes, pa; you and Mr. W. can help to fight, and God 
and brother Jimmy will take care of me.' Surely *hia 
own dear little Daisy, who was as gentle as the ft)wer 
from which she derived her name,' would be safe in Hie 
bands of God, with little Jimmy ^ eight years old, to 
help him take care of her. Intelligent little Dabyl 
Worthy to be taken care of! 

" Who could resist such a call as this to go forth 
into all the world and preadi secession to every crea- 
ture? He that believes secession and runs shail be 
saved; but he who stays at home and defends his rights, 
bravely meeting the foe and driving him back, shall 
be beaten with the broomstick or be damned. May 
Heaven preserve us! The whole 'affecting incad^it' 
well befitted the speaker, the subject, ajid the occasioiu 
K secession and Abolition doctors of divinity meet 
together in the next world, they'll either kick up a row 
and secede, or else get kicked out themselves.. Alas for 
Christianity! Alas for the Bible! Aljia for ihei 
pulpit I Alas for our country ! 

Sudi w^e the brief remarks we made on the grent 
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fl^peeok of Mr, Oart^, at the time we pubUahed it in the 
"(SiriBtian Banner." 

ANNOTATIONS ON THE ABOVE CHAPTER. 

Doctors of IHvinify. — Of these tided dimnea, George 
W. Carter is a doctor of Southern Methodist divinity, 
as well as of Southern Methodist treason. That he has 
acted well his part in effecting the eternal and temporal 
destruction of his fellow-men to the full extent of his 
influ^ice and abilities, we doubt not. The evidences 
before us are ftdl and direct to the point. 

Does he not profess, according to the discipline of his 
Church, to be "called and s^it of God to preach," and 
to be "anointed with the unction of the Holy Ghost,** 
to enable him faithfully to perform the work of an 
evangelical minister of the gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ ? To resist his authority and teaching, there- 
fore, is to virtually resist the authority of God and the 
teachings of the Holy Glwwt. If this be not a fair de- 
duction from the premises assumed by the reverend 
gentleman, that he is "called and sent of God to 
preach," then he comes before the people with a lie in 
his mouth, saying that he is called of God to preach, 
wh^i God has not called him to any such work, and 
tlmt he is anointed of the Holy Ghost, when the Holy 
Ghost has had nothing to do with him more than with 
other hardened reprobates. 

For the sake of argument, however, let us suppose 
that God has "called and sent him to preach." To 
preach what ? To preach the disruption and downfall 
of the greatest, happiest, and most prosperous nation 
on the earth, and the overthrow of the purest and best 
form of human government the world has ever known. 
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To preacli the inauguration of civil war, death to ma- 
told thousands, and all the afflictions, sorrows, and 
woes that earth can inflict upon thirty millions of un- 
dying souls. To preach aeceasion, the disintegration ol 
the American Republic, the annihilation of liberty and 
all the blessings of freedom, as absolutely necessary to 
secure the rights and perpetuity of our local institvr 
tions, — that is, the perpetual bondage of oitrfour mil- 
lions of negroes, and their future increase forever. To 
preach persecution, imprisonment, proscription, and 
death by hanging, and all the terrors of a Southern 
Methodist orthodox hell, to all. Union men, suhmis- 
sionists, and Abolitionists* To preach and send true 
patriots and loyal citizens to perdition, by tapping 
them on the head with an old woman's broomstick, be- 
cause they won't wheel into the line of divinity traitors 
and be baptized in the pool of Southern treason. To 
preach, at all times, in all places, under all circum- 
stances, and at every hazard, the perpetual bondage of 
African slavery. In a word, God has " called and sent," 
and the ''Holy Ghost has anointed," these reverend 
divines to preach negroism first, negroism last, and 
NEGKOISM forever ! This is the work and the character 
of preaching in which these Southern Methodist doctors 
of divinity have been engaged for the last twenty-five 
or thirty years at least. 

What gave rise to the severance of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in the city of New York in 1844, 
which was the entering wedge to the disruption of the 
Federal Union? Negroism/ What was the popular 
topic discussed by the reverend doctors of divinity, 
Messrs. Wm. A. Smith, Leroy M. Lee, Eev. Mr. Eosser, 
and a host of other underling divines, when they were 
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Mmvqnx^ die State of Virginia in 1849, *50,.'51, Ac^ 
wben all the divine eloquence of their souls was throwa 
ixito the subject, and they were delivering speeches 
mine hoiu^ long, — as in the case of Mr.Kosser, — ^to fire 
4ip the Southern heart, and stir up vindictive feelings 
i^ainst the people of the North? Negroisml The 
Southern Methodist pulpit has been prostituted for the 
lafit twenty or tiiirty years by the preaching of negrth 
i$m to the peojde, instead of preaching the gospel 
pf the Lord Jesus Christ, — ^peace on earth, and good 
will toward all men! These doctors of divinity, and 
their little, inflated understrappers, have performed 
their Ml share of treasonable work in breaking 
tip the (jovernment of these United States. ''The 
Mediodist i^iscopal Church, South," was based upon 
negroism; and it waa this circumstance, more than 
all others combined, that gained it popularity in the 
Boutlu The Southern clergy pandered to the cupidity, 
pride, and vanity of slave-holders, because they 
wanted their salaries, parsonages, sectarian schools, 
acad^nies, colleges, fine meeting-houses, <&c., for all of 
which they were dependent, to a very great extent, on 
large slave-holders, cotton and tobacco, rice and sugar 
plsmters, &c Eternity alone can develop the incalcu* 
lable amount of mischief the Southern pulpit has efiidcted 
towards introducing the cruel war which is now raging 
among the American people. The withering and blight- 
ing influence of their teachings and preaching was Mi 
in all States, counties, cities, towns, villages, neighbor- 
hoods, communities, and families in the whole SoutL 
The clergy were, everywhere^ and among all class^, 
scattering the seeds of discord and strife all over the 
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conntry. Take, for ex^nple, the case of the " Rev. Div 
G©Drge W. Carter." 

"/n Texas, his country.'' — Why did not the reverend 
gentleman remain in Texas, his own country? Be- 
cause " his wife bade him go forward" into Old Vir- 
ginia and preach secession to every creature. Virginia 
was slow to understand, and hard to believe, all that 
was promised by secession orators and written by 
secession editors, and her delay was about to prove 
ruinous to the cause of the Southern Confederacy, and, 
to urge her to take the suicidal step, the learned Dn 
Carter came on a holy mission from Texas, his own 
country, to say to Virginia, " The Southern people are 
your children, — ' bone of your bone and flesh of your 
flesh/ — ^your descendants. They love you, long for 
you, wait for you, desire you as their leader. They 
know you will come, and must come, but they are 
anxious for you to come immediately." He visited 
Petersburg, Eichmond, Alexandria, Lynchburg, <fec.; 
and everywhere the great burden of his important 
mission was, Virginia will come, must come, but we 
"are anxious" for her "to come immediately." He 
came to strike the death-knell of Old Virginia and all 
her greatness, glory, honor, prosperity, and happiness. 
He came to urge "Virginians to rally at once to the 
side of their brethren of the South, to assist them in 
laying the foundations of an empire which held out 
such unexampled promise of prosperity and happiness.'* 
He came, however, in fact, to robe "Virginians" in their 
winding-sheets, and leave them on the battle-fields to 
slumber until God shall bid them rise. Can the doctor, 
with all his " fervid eloquence," undo the awful work 
of ruin and death, which he aided to the extent of his 
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abiKtieB in accomplishing? Can he restore, by his 
"fervid eloquence," to their parents, wives, and children, 
the thonsands of sleeping dead who lie on the battle- 
fields at Yorktown, Williamsburg, Richmond, Manassas, 
Cedar Mountain? — ^in a word, the unknown thousands 
who have fallen in battle and now lie sleeping in death 
on Virginia's sacred soil? Can he soothe and bind up 
the aching hearts of aged fathers and mothers, of sor- 
rowing widows and suflFering children? What word of 
consolation could he whisper in their ears? Would he 
tell them he came from " Texas, his country," to argue 
that secession was expedient, — that secession was con- 
servative, — that "secession was absolutely necessary 
to secure our rights" and to enable us . to hold on to 
our four TniUions of negroes f Great Gbdl reader, 
look at the picture. Think of the man, — ^this learned 
dod^r of divinity, — ^who was evidently either a fool 
or a hnavej — and then think that there were thousands 
On thousands all over the South, of the same dericai 
and doetor-of-^ivinity order, who were engaged in the 
ssfftte hellish work of dissolving the Union and pre- 
ciptating-the country into revolution and civil war. 
To say that Gk)d Almighty ever called and sent such 
fools or knaves — ^for either the one or the other they 
must be — to preach the gospel of his Son Jesiis Christ, 
is a Kbel on the wisdom, goodness, justice, and cha- 
racter of Jehovah; and none but fooh can believe it. 

And hete we must be allowed to say— and we say it 
because we know it to be true — ^that the clergy of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and the clergy of 
t^e South generally, are worldly-minded, money-loving, 
money-making, and money-saving men, hard masters, 
severe n^ro-drivers, and absolute petty tyrants. They 
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are proud, vain, pompous, self-important, Belf-conceited, 
dictatorial, intolerant, and proscriptive. And such are 
the " called and sent of Qod to preach the gospel of 
Jesus Christ." Grood Lord, deliver us from such a set 
of theological hucksters, who deal out adulterated truili 
by the small, for a pecuniary consideration, to (jod'e 
children, who are hungering and thirsting affe^ right- 
eousness ! 

*'Our four millions of negroes.'* — ^The reader cannot 
fail to observe that to fasten the chains of perpetual 
bondage on " our four millions of negroes" and their 
future increase was paramount to any and all other 
considerations with Dr. Carter and with the whole firar- 
ternal band of leading conspirators of the South. Let 
our sons be butchered upon the battle-field ; let ten 
thousand hospitals be filled with the wounded, the sick, 
the dying, and the dead; but let us hold on to *'our 
four millions of negroes" ! Let thousands of women be 
made widows, millions of children be made orphans ; 
let one long, loud, universal cry of sorrow, lamentatioa, 
and woe go up to heaven ; but let us hold on to " our four 
millions of negroes" I Eobe a nation of thirty millk>i» 
of souls in the winding-sheet, and let angels weep, and 
all the hosts of heaven stand appalled, aad devijbs 
damned be jubilant, at the wickedness of mortals, and 
at the downfall of the greatest, most civilized, and mo^ 
thoroughly Christianized nation in all the world, but 
let us hold on to " our four millions of negroes" ! 

** Their leader" — ^This was a favorite argument with 

seeesh orators. Virginia was to be the leader in the 

Southern Confederacy. On this they poured out toj* 

. rents of " fervid eloquence." Virginia was to be the 

great leader in this vast " empire which held out ewh 
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imetzan^Ied promise of proeperity and happinieas.'* Oh, 
the trickery, the villany, the deep, black, damnable roi- 
eaUty, that was employed to coax, swindle, and force 
T/lrginia ont of the Union, and to consequent min, by 
these derical demom and wicked, aspiring politicians I 
Let them come and take a wide survey of Virginia's 
greatness, pro^rity, and happiness now, and say if her 
leadership is enviable I Ay, reader, ** beneath the fcdds 
of the white robes of the Church lie hid the keys of 
em^re and an iron sceptre." 

*' Tucked kis head under the bed'* — This, reader, is a 
epecimeai of the ridiculous stories and anecdotes that 
w«rec(»»tantly narrated in the public speeches of these 
^derical and political seceih orators, to stir up and ezdte 
the baser passions of their audiences to vindictiveness 
against the whole peojde of the North. We speak what 
we do know, and testify what we have seen and heard. 

"Affecting incident" — ^Without questioning the truth 
<3£ the affecting inddent as narrated by the learned 
doctor, was it not a shamefal reason to urge upon an 
intelligent audience, that a ''man would be worse than 
4!raven who, under such circumstances, could fail in his 
duty to his family and his country" ? That is to say, 
who would fail in his duty to introduce sorrow, afflio^ 
tion, hunger, nakedness, famine, and death into his 
iunily, by disrupting his country and precipitating revo- 
lution and civil war, with all their accompanpng train 
of evils and horrors. But " his little boy of eight 
years said, ' Pa, if all the South will go out, I don't 
think we'll have a fight; but I think we had better 
go, fight or no fight/ And then his little daughter, 
still younger than her brother, — ^his own dear little 
Daisy, — said, 'Yes, pa; you and Mr. W. can help 
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to figM, and God and brother Jimmy will take care of 
me I" Precocious infants these! There's the storjr, 
reader : you can think of it as you please. But why 
was the story told by the doctor? To stir up the 
sympathies of his hearers, and to enlist the feelings 
of men, women and children, old men aaid old womeo, 
little boys and girls, to influence them to raise the cla- 
mor and force Virginia out of the Union. Surely the 
doctor must have thought that he was at a Southern 
Methodist revival, as such stories are generally em- 
ployed on those occasions to force people to the 
*' mourners' bench, to get religion I" Such, intelligent 
reader, were the means to which these Southern orato- 
rical traitors resorted to stir up the vile passions and 
tender sympathies of all classes to influence them to 
force Virginia out of the Union* 

We have extended our remarks and entered thus 
largely into the details of the " Great Speech of the 
Hev. Dr. George W. Carter" and the circumstanoea 
connected with it, not because it is an isolated case, 
but as a tolerably fair specimen of the trickery used by 
the Southern secesh clergy generally, and by political 
secesh orators, to precipitate Virginia into secessioii 
and ultimate ruin. How effectually they succeeded vsl 
their work of destruction her subsequent history will 
ahow. 

In c(mnection witii this -subject, we will just sttde 
that one of the strongest reasons why the females of 
the South were, and still are, so bitter and vindictive in 
their feelings towards the "old Union," the "Stars and 
Stripes," and Union men generally, and the Union men 
of the South particularly, is owing to the great influenot 
the.clergy exercise over their minds. Hence it waa wr- 
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giMcl that aocesaioii mart be right, ''because the 'WOomh 
and children believdd and aaid it waa right." They be- 
Uered and said it wae right because th^ preachers tohl 
thtfxi that thet/ believed it was right. And it would 
x^yer do to call in question the oimiions and di4sta of 
mm '' Gelled and sent of God'' to preach treason, though 
Uad^as helL 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

In the number of the "Christian Banner" of March 
28, 1861, we wrote and published the following : — 

^SMM or THE GBXAT UPHBAYINQ IN THE SECSDID 

STATES. 

"When, a boy, we witnessed the great NuUifica- 
Hon ^tcitement, as it was called, in the State of South 
Garolina. Then there were NuUifiera and UnioniiUf 
and the contention was as hot between those two par-> 
ties as has ever been the contention betwe^i the Ncnrdi 
and South. And we now believe that, if the ques* 
iam had then been left to the vote of tixepeopk^ a large 
mssijority would have been for the Union. Knowing 
iAoB to have been the case, we have all the time had 
our doubts as to whether the people generoJOy in the 
saeeded States went understandingly 9xA heartily into 
the act of secession. 

"Had it eoen been 1^ to the vote of the people, how 
(xmld they, in little over five weeks, have informed 
tiieir minds on so grave asubjeot soas to be able to cast 
tibiir votes understandingly? What! enlighten the 
people of a whole State in the shcnrt period. of some 
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five or six weeks on subjects whUk many reading hmd 
do not profess to understand? This seems to hsro 
been taken for granted by the leaders: hence tiiey 
ignored the intdUgencey %dH1, custion, voice, and power 
of the people. And just look at it. 

'' The people of the Southern Confederacy, thus being 
ignored by their leaders, are now to be r^arded em 
traitors and submissionists, and to be trodden down 
and crushed out, if they enter a disclaimer against the 
usurpation of power exercised by their leaders. 

"A reaction is bound to take place as soon as the 
people fully understand the political trap in which they 
have been caught. A free and independent people do^ 
not like to be led as sheep to the slaughter; and, when 
they CHice understand the trick which has been imposed 
upon them, and begin to feel the burden uncondition- 
ally placed on their shoulders, there will be a ground-' 
9well that will astonish the leaders in this fearful 
drama, and a revolution which we fear will be terrible 
in its character. We think it vitally important, there- 
fore, that our readers should understand this sulject, 
and understand it well, as our very being d^^ida xxfoa 
its final results. Bead, in proof of the truth and cor- 
rectness of the foregoing remarks, the following extract, 
from Southern newspapers. They speak for them- 
selves. The Tuscumbia 'North Alabamian,' in its 
issue of the 22d instant, remarking upon the course c^ 
Congress at Montgomery, says, — 

'' However our people in this section of the State 
may have differed with a majority of the convention 
touching the policy of that majority on the subject of 
immediate secession, there should be no division among 
^s in support of the declaration that 'we will sustain 
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the honor and dignity <^ Alabama, whether aseaolted 
by fiuiatics North or South.' There has been, however, 
a ZDanifest distrust or disregard of the popular senti- 
ment by the leading politicians of Alabama, in with- 
holding the secession ordinance from a vote of the 
people; and the tendency stiU is, if we are not mis- 
taken in the movements of the political chess-board of 
those leaders, to remove still further all power from the 
immediate action of the people. "What voice had they 
in electing members to the Congress now in session at 
Montgomery ? And what voice, kind reader, do you 
think you will have in ratifying the constitution which 
liiat Congress has adopted ? By what authority have 
a President and Vioe-President been elected to the Con- 
federate States of America? When you elected your 
members to a State Convention, did you authorize a 
bare majority of that body to elect members to 
a Congress,^ to form a new Gbvernment, and to 
authorize still further the members of that conven- 
tion to elect a President, a Vice-President, and 
other officials ? These are questions for your serious 
consideration." 

The New Orleans "Picayune" complains, in the fol- 
lowing strain, of " the exercise by the State Convention 
of a power which has resulted in the assemblage of a 
Congress at Montgomery composed of citizens in whose 
election the people had no direct voice, whose action is 
devoid of any direct responsibility to the people, and 
whose assumed power was unlimited when assembled j 
the imposition by the Congress upon the people of the 
Confederacy of a President and Vice-President in whose 
election the people had no direct share ; and the putting 
into operation of a constitution without it being subjected 
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to the customary ordeal of ratificatic^t or rejection at 
the ballot-box." 

The Tuscalooea (Alabama) "Monitor" thus sume up 
its objections to the proceedings of the Alabama 
State Convention and the Southern Congress at Mont- 
gomery : — 

''We holdy first, that the ordinance of secession 
should have been submitted to the people for their rati- 
fication or rejection. Secondly, that the ordinance 
passed by the convention should have awaited the issue 
of this decision. Thirdly, that the people had the right, 
and it should have been given them, to have chosen the 
delegates to a Congress which was to have frcimed for 
ihem a Government for weal or woe. And we now de* 
mand that, the Government formed, its President, Vice- 
President, and officers should be submitted to the 
people for their approval or disapjaroval. If it is not, 
we shall, come weal or woe, attempt to fire the people's 
heart, to educate the people's mind, to know their rights 
and to dare maintain them. We are no submissionist; 
but right is right, and wrong is wrong, and we will not 
betray our trust. We assert that the 'people had a right 
to be heard, and, being heard, to be obeyed. And we 
intend to keep them posted in what we consider to be 
an infiringement of their rights and of their privileges, 
let the worst come to the worst. If it be treasca 
against the new Confederacy, make the most of it. We 
know we are right, and, untramm^ed and unawed, we 
will defend the right." 

The Lagrange (Georgia) '' Beporter" alludes in the 
following terms to a ^irit of intolerance betrayed by 
certain representatives of the disunion press of tbd 
South. The "Beporter" says,— 
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'^ We regret to see a spirit of intol^nuioe maniieeted 
by a portion of the disunion papers erf this State, They 
mem to have arrogated to themselves the office of 
eemor. Every thing political that does not conform to 
their ideas of right they denounce as treasonable, and 
se^n to insinuate that any thing but their own views 
will not be tolerated in the Southern Confederacy. 
Has the reign of terror begun ? Are we in the hands 
of red republicans ? If it has come to this, then we 
are certainly undone. We are as ready as any man to 
offer up our life, if need be, in defence of the rights 
of the South ; and we hold that we are no less true to 
those rights than these Hotspurs when we express our 
love for the old Union of our fathers. If it is treason 
for a citizen of the Southern Confederacy to expresB 
his dissatisfaction with the present Union, was it not 
equally as great a crime to denounce the old Union ? 
Treason has the same definition in the new as it hadin 
the old Constitution. We hold ourselves to be loyal to 
the Southern Confederacy, and we greatly deprecate 
the disposition to inaugurate terrorism in our midst by 
professed friendsT 

The Selma (Alabama) "Weekly Issue," a leading 
secession paper, reasons as follows upon the policy of 
receiving the border slave-holding States into the 
Southern Confederacy. The " Issue" says, — 

" We do not want such elements in our new Con- 
federacy. We desire no assodation with unwilling 
States, who, forgetful of every obligation of political 
consanguinity, and governed only by a cancerous selfish- 
ness, come to us for shelter when they can go nowhere 
oke, — ^who seek association with their erring sisters only 
when exiled from the companionship of what they are 
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pleised to regard as tlieir more rq)utable Northern rel»- 
tives. No. We have two potent reasons for eeteemii^ 
the acceBBion of the border States to onr ranks a serioos 
Axisfortone under existing circumstances. Firsts ihey 
would be continually hankering 'after the flesh-pots of 
Egypt/ and impeding our advance by propositions to 
return. ' Beconstruction/ in a thousand insidious formS; 
would creep into our councils and entwine itself around 
every effort at permanent organization, — ^would para- 
lyze every strug^e for progress, and make the history 
of our Confederacy an endless alternation of imbecile 
djmasties. At every session of Congress this subject 
would be renewed. Our people would be divided, and 
the collision of parties upon ihis issue become as fierce 
and rancorous as it ever was upon slavery between the 
South and North." 

GENEBAL EEMARKS ON THE FOREGOINO CHAPTEB. 

We have already stated that we witnessed the great 
Nullification excitement which raged in the State 
of South Carolina in the years 1830^1 and 1832. 
Then there were two great antagonistic parties, the 
Nullifiers and the Unionists, and the contention be- 
tween them was as violent as had ever been the con- 
trition between the North and the South. 

John C. Calhoun was the champion and idol of the 
Nullification party, his followers regarding him as being 
the embodiment of all political orthodoxy; but, not- 
withstanding his great moral virtues, his immense 
wealth, his high order of intellect, and his superi(Mr 
accomplishments, he was unable to convert the whde 
State to his cherished principles of nullification and 
disunion. 
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• Afl we have just stated, there were two vehem^it 
-parties desperately arrayed the one against the other. 
Men quarrelled and fought, women quarrelled and 
fought, boys quarrelled and fought, and mothers with 
infimt children who for want of physical strength 
and a knowle<^ of language were unable to quarrel 
and fight, stuck bhte-ribboiv coekadea on their little 
caps and hats, to let the Unionists know how and what 
tiiey would do if they were only able. Ministers of all 
denominations took sides, and nullification and politics 
supplanted the gospel of Jesus Christ in the pulpits; 
and the same unholy, infuriate, vindictive spirit jwid 
passions were developed then as were manifested be- 
tween the secessionists and Union parties at the out- 
burst of the present ungodly rebellion; and to what a 
deplorable extent matters might then have been car- 
ried, had it not been for the strong nerve, the moral 
courage, the iron will and whole-souled patriotic spirit 
of GeuOTal Jackson, Gbd only knows. 

The same spirit of nullification and rebellion which 
was then at work in the hearts of the children of dis- 
obedience, and which has been growing, increasing, 
and strengthening ever since, r^u^hed the culminating- 
point in December, 1860, in the passage of an ordi- 
nance of secession at Charleston, South Carolina, and 
subsequently by an attadk being made on the glorious 
"flag" of our country, and the inauguration of civil 
war. 

When, in the month of December, 1860, at Pleasant 
Grove Meeting-House, in Green county, North Caro- 
lina, we saw, for the first time since the days of South 
C&roHna nullification, a contemptible Hue cockade^ the 
sure and unerring emblem of damnable treason, stick- 
is* 
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idg on the hat of a Bhallow-headed Breddiiridge De- 
mocrat, in a moment our mind was carried back to 
the days of blue-ribbon cockades axid South Carolina 
nullification; and, looking into the dark mysteriouB 
foture, we trembled as we meditated on the sure and 
certain consequences. Then it was a dark and sad 
picture to contemplate; now we are suffering the stem 
realities. 

Why were the leaders in this rebellion afraid to 
submit the question to the people whether these con« 
ventions should be held at all or not ? And why were 
they a£raid to submit their ordinances of secession to a 
vote of the people of the several States in which th^ 
were passed? Simply because they feared that the v(^ 
of the people would thwart their nefetrious design to 
overthrow the Governm^it. This is the only In- 
timate reason that can be given why Ihe wiUj action, 
and power of the people were ignored by these political 
Jesuits. When these Democratic leaders were before 
the people begging for popular su&age, they boasted 
that all power was lodged m the people; but as soon as 
the convenient period, the appointed hour, the set time, 
arrived to overthrow the Gbvwnment which the people 
themselves had created, the stream rose above the 
fountain, and the creaiure became superior to the creakyr^ 
and all power and authority were wrested from the 
people, and usurped by a set of tyrants for the purpose 
of establishing a despotism over the dear people, and an 
accursed negro-oligarchy on the ruins of Uberts/ and 
the rights of freemeru These are historical fetcts, 
which, black, infamous, and damning as th^ are, 
the ever*rolling stream of time will carry down to 
the latest posterity. And this is Democracy, — boasted 
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Bemocracy, — ^Breckinridge Democracy, which was to 
save the country ! Oh, the beauties, the excellencies, 
ike glories, the loveliness of Breckinridge Democracy 1 
Eeadw, it is nothing more nor less than demonoeraey, — 
the power and government of devils I Look at the work 
it has done. 

Ditches and pits have been filled with slaughtered 
men, hills and valleys have been bleached with the 
hones of our dear sons, fathers, brothers, neighbors, 
friends, and fellow-citizens, thousands of hospitals filled 
with the wounded, sick, and dying, loathsome prisons 
and dungeons filled with harmless, worthy, patriotic 
citizens, deprived of all the blessings and comforts of 
home and friends, and made to lie and pine away and 
die, without a friend to administer to their extreme 
wants while living or to drop a tear of love and sym- 
pathy over them when dying and dead, and all because 
Ihey loved their country and were suspicioned by traitors. 
It has made mouniacB of thousands of men and women. 
Look, also, at the maimed, the lame, the halt, and the 
blind : thousands of poor soldiers have their arms or 
legs shot off; others, again, have their mouths, noses, 
ears, or eyes shot off or cut up with scimeters, swords, 
(nr bayonets, * and are otherwise disabled and made 
infirm for life. Look at the desolated farms, the 
empty com and meat houses, the dreary mansions and 
lonely cottages, all over the country, filled only with 
destitute women, weeping widows, and poor little 
orphan children in rags and tatters, starving and 
crying for meat and bread, the very necessaries of 
actual existence, and no hand to extend to them reliet 
Look at the finest country Gk>d ever gave to man, laid 
waste and made desolate by men and beasts employed 
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in the awful work of fi^tricidal slaugliter. Look st a 
whole nation robed in mourning. Listen to the groans 
and wails of the sick, the wounded, and the dying. Listen 
to the melting strains, the weeping, wailing, deep, and 
loud lamentations of fathers, niotiers, wives, sisters, 
children, brothers, friends, and neighbors. Think of 
the millions of sorrowful, throbbing, aching hearts, — 
the floods of tears which have flowed. Think of the 
unknown thousands of refugees, driven from their once 
quiet and peaceful homes, thrown among strangers, 
destitute of the means of support, many of them sepa- 
rated from their wives and children, deprived of aU the 
blessings and comforts of home, sweet home! In a 
word, tiiink of a whole nation immersed in sorrow and 
woe, and then tell us, reader, that this is not the wcark 
oi devils ! 

The leaders, fearing to let the people know their in- 
fernal design to overthrow the Government, lest they 
might be defeated by the popular vote at the ballot- 
box, usurped the whole power, and have completed tii« 
work of ruin, and the whole responsibility now rests 
on them; and to God, the Judge of all the earth, and 
to the people, they are held responsible for all the 
horrors, bloodshed, and national and. in^vidual evils 
which have been and are now being produced by this 
wicked and cruel war. Oh, what a weighty, what a 
terrible retribution awaits the leaders in this awM 
dramal 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

In the number of the " Ohriatian Banner" of March 
28, 1861, we wrote and published the following edito- 
rials: — 

"WHEN SHALL THE MILLENNIUM COME? 

" When shall the wilderness and the solitary place 
be glad for them? When shall the desert rejoice and 
blossom as the rose? When shall the weak hands be 
gferengthened, and the feeble knees confirmed? When 
shall the fearful in heart feel strong, and fear not? 
When shall the eyes of the blind be opened, and the 
ears of the deaf be unstopped ? When shall the lame 
man leap as a hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing 
ior joy ? When shall waters break out in the wilder- 
ness, and streams in the desert? When shall all these 
things come to pass ? 

"When soft-headed, aspiring politicians shall be put 
to silence by the good sense of the people. When polir 
tical tricksters and clerical knaves shall combine in 
infamous caucuses and secret councils to overthrow the 
Government and the country, and none but fools shall 
regard them. When sensible men and true patriots 
shall combine at every hazard to save the country, 
and knaves, traitors, fanatics, and treason shall be 
driven back to their native hell. When sensation 
speeches, false telegrams, mock compromises, extra 
legislative sessions, treasonable conventions, shall cease. 
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and fools shall be disregarded by wise, common-sense 
men, and all shall be forced to attend to their own 
business, and every one compelled to get his bread by 
the sweat of his brow. When men shall learn to 
think and act for themselves, and cease to become the 
dupes of knavish priests and wicked politicans. When 
all shall become so thoroughly educated and enlight- 
ened as to refuse to let priests and demagogues lead 
them by the nose whithersoever they will. When the 
public mind shall have taken the second sober thought, 
and shall find by actual experience that secession, 
taxation, war, blood, death, and ruin are not the things 
they were represented to be, and shall detennirie to 
stand by the Constitution of our fathers and cause the 
' Stars and Stripes' to wave over all our happy land 
forever. 

" Then shall the waters of prosperity break out in the 
wilderness, and streams in all our deserts. Then they 
shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their 
spears into pruning-hooks. Nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any 
more. The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and 
the lion shall eat straw like the bullock. 



« <No more shall nation against nation rise, 
Nor ardent warriors meet with hateful eyes. 
Nor fields with gleaming steel be ooyer'd o'er, 
The brazen trumpets kindle rage no more 
But useless lances into scythes shall blend, 
And the broad falchion in a ploughshare end; 
The lambs with wolves shall graze the yerdant mead. 
And boys in flowery bands the tiger lead; 
The steer and lion at one crib shall meet, 
And harmless serpents lick the pilgrim's feet.' 

POPB." 
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" We have no confidence in the final resulta of the 
many sensation meetings which are now being gotten 
up tlirough the State of Virginia, and the immediate- 
secession resolutions which are being passed, and the 
instructions which are being sent to the members of 
the convention now in session to force them to vote 
tor immediate secession^ There are more things in 
heaven and earth than are dreamed of in the philo- 
sophy of wire-working, office-seeking politicians."— 
Christian Banner, March 28, 1861. 

At the time of writing the foregoing editorials, the 
whole country was kept in a continual state of feverish 
excitement. Sensation meetings were held all over the 
State, and especially all through the eastern part of 
Virginia. The speakers always had some secesh 
" cock-and-bull story," to create a tremendous sensa- 
tion. Sometimes the news would come direct that 
England and France had already acknowledged the 
independence of the Southern Confederacy, — were 
sending thousands on thousands of munitions of war to 
the South, — ^were going to send over their whole 
navies to crush out the Federal Government at once. 
Again, thousands from the North were on their way to 
join the South; the States of New York, Pennsyl- 
vania, Rhode Island, Delaware, and Maryland were all 
on the eve of joining the Southern Confederacy. Such 
were the means to which secessionists resorted to force 
Virginia out of the Union. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

In the number of the Chriatian Banner of April 4, 
1861, we wrote and published the following editorials:— 

^' Position defined. — A new poUiveal move. — The 
Christian' 9 Bible, and the American Constitution. — 
Startling developments. — But there is no Union now. — 
Immediate, absolute, and eternal secession. — Sow is 
it f — Important consideration. 

" 'Tis somewhat provoking, when one is conscious <rf 
the honesty and integrity of his own heart and pur- 
pose of life, to be misrepresented and slandered as 
being a traitor and an enemy to his country, and 
ihat, too, by his own familiar friends. Nothing is 
more common now than to hear those men who have 
been true to their country, and have maintained con- 
sistency throughout the whole political struggle 
through which our country has thus far passed, called, 
by those who please to dissent from them, by the op- 
probrious epithets of 'Alx^itiordsts, submiseionists to 
old Abe lAsicoln, submdssiorUsts to Black Bepubliecm 
nde, the vassals of the tail end of the Northern Oon^ 
federacy,* &c. Ac. 

"Let us impartially examine the facts in the case. 
During the last Presidential canvaas there were four 
candidates in the field. The Bell-and-Everett electors 
took for their platform 'The Union, the Constitution, 
and enforcement of the laws.' To this platform the 
Douglas electors did not object. It was by both paxties 
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taught to be Bufficiently Boond and strong far them to 
stand on; and hence there seemed to be bat litUe or 
no material difference, and certainly no important 
issue, between these two parties, and during the wiido 
canvass, for the most part^ they stood shoulder to 
shoulder. Each one of these parties accused the 
Breckinridge party of a premeditated design of break* 
ing up the Grovemment in the event of a defsat This 
ike Breckinridge party denied; aad when the ultraism 
of Newton and Yancey was introduced as evidence, the 
Breckinridge dectors maintained that these men were 
not the 'proper exponents of the party, and that they 
did not reflect the true and correct sentiments of their 
party. All were opposed to* the breaking up of the 
XJnioa. The Bell and Douglas parties contended ihak 
Lincoln's dlection, would not be suffici^it cause for a 
dissdkition of the Union. The idea ot disunion and 
aecession was denounced in Hie most unqualified terms 
by ike Bell and Douglas parties. 

''The election came off, and Lincoln was dected* 
All at cmce the country is thrown into a state ci con* 
atemation; business becomes paral]nEed, confidence is 
dsBtroyed, general bankruptcy and universal anarchy 
threaten the -^ole country. What had happened? 
^Lincoln was eldcted President!' Well, whi^ of it? 
Why all this national terror, disorder, and confusion 
because of the election of a single man to office? 
What oould Linccdn do? Nothing, — positively no- 
tliingl The conservative men had the power in 1x^ 
houses of Oongress, and oould have defeated any 
measure whidi might have been detrimental to the 
interests of the country or c£ any portion or sec^flOf 

of the country. 

It 
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. "CoDgresa meets; and what is the result? Why, 
the Kepresentatives from the Gulf States said ihsA 
they felt no interest in the Federal Government, — ^that 
their States were going to secede, and that they were 
only waiting the action of their States. Well, their 
States seceded, and they vacated their seats in Con- 
gress, and left the border States and the whole Federal 
Government in the hands and at the mercy of their 
^lemies. The Eepresentatives of the slave States are 
now in the minority, and the 'Black Eepublicans' can 
run over us and rule us at will and pleasure. What 
shall be done ? This was the q^uestion which stared 
the border States full in the face. 

V All at once the doctrine of secession is advocated 
in our midst, and disunion is sprung upon the people, 
auid becomes popular and Si, petted thing. South Caro- 
lina is gone, and of necessity all the other slave States 
must go with her. 'This is our only remedy.' Yes, 
secession and disunion, which twelve months ago were 
execrated everywhere, and openly advocated by none — 
no, not one — in our whole community, now become abso* 
lutely necessary, as the only remedy by which we caa 
maintain our honor and get owr riffhts; and unless we 
'back out' and ignobly submit all our rights yield up 
the whole reins of the Federal Government into the 
hands of Black Eepublicans, we must be branded with 
the odious epithets of 'Abolitionists, svhmissionists to 
old Abe Lincoln/ &c. &c. To tamely yield our rights 
into the hands of our aiemies for fear we shall not be 
able to retain them if we were to maintain our ground, 
and contend for them, is, in our opinion, submission,^** 
yes, mean, cowardly submisdon, — a dastardly sub*. 
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imsBion, to whidi we will never willingly yield or 
assent! 

"That the remedy for the evils which threaten the 
South is to be found in seceesion and disunion is what 
've do not believe, and what yet remains to be proved. 
Great inducements are held out to us if we will join 
the 'Southern Confederacy.' The glories arising from 
the joining of this 'new Southern Confederacy' are 
all in the distant future; we know nothing of them, 
and, like Mohammed's heaven of wine and women, they 
exist only in the sickly imaginati(ms of ambitious, dia* 
appointed politicians. We doubt whether one of 
Mohammed's followers has ever attained to that heaven 
even unto tiiis day, and we equally doubt whether any 
one will ever reaUze the promised glories of this 'new 
Southern Confederacy,' until after the great general 
judgment-day of Almighty God. 

^ All the dave States are interested in the final and 
equitable adjustment of the slavery question. The 
border Stat^, however, are mudi more deeply inte- 
rested than the Gulf States, because they are and 
alwajrs have been the greater sufferers. It became, 
therefore, the duty of all these States jointly to d^ 
mand such securitiee and guarantees for the protection 
of their rights as they might wish, or think neces- 
sary. This was tile duty of all the slave States 
jointly. Had this been done, and had their t^ft^• 
mcxtumheen rejected by the North, then, and in that 
ease, they would have been justifiable in commencing 
revolution, provided the causes of their grievances were 
<rf sufficient magnitude to warrant revolution. Then 
all the fifteen slave States, with the conservative ela*- 
ment belonging to the free States, could have forced 
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their claima, and would liave obtained their constitn- 
tional rights, despite the fiEmatical hosts of Black Be- 
publicans. 

'*But this was not done. Seven States seceded, and 
now, for fear the Black Kepublicans will overrun the 
border States, we are urged *to go with our sister 
States,' For what? 'To keep from being bound with 
Lincoln's chain/ 'He is after us, and haa his heel of 
iron, brass, and day nearly on our necks,' and we must 
run, or be subdued. 'Run,' eh? 'Run,' reader 1 
This word is not in the chapter, nor this chapter in 
our book. To run is no part of our programme. We 
don't run from our enemies. We don't submit and 
yield up our rights to our enemies without a manly 
effort to defend them. We are not afraid of President 
Lincoln; and, if we were, we think it would be bad 
policy to let him know it, — especially if he meditate 
harm against us. What ! confess we are scared, and 
run away even before the battle begins? No I never I 
never I A scared man is half whipped, to say the least 
of it. 

"A desperate eflfort was made to precipitate civil war, 
and, consequently, to precipitate the border States out 
of the Union. The constant cry was. War ! war I war I 
The whole country expected war. War was in the 
minds, in the hearts, in the feelings, in the mouths, and 
on the tongues, of all. In parlors, dining-rooms, 
kitchens, hotels, livery-stables, barber-shops, cars, 
steamboats, on the highways, by-ways, in the hedges^ 
in pulpits, on rostrums, by day and by night, at home 
and abroad, at all times, in all places, everywhere, and 
under all circumstances, the constant theme was warl 
war! warl Well, war hasn't come yet. LincolB 
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JuMBn't caoght Miy one yet! The Black Bepublicaa 
armies haven't come down like 'Hessians' npon ub 
yet, nor do we now believe that there is any danger 
of an attempjt being made to do it. Should the attempt 
be made, however, we are willing to pledge our life 
that the Union men of Virginia will be among the 
first and foremost to meet and give them battle and 
repel and ^rive them back to their hiding-holes. 

"The Union m^n of Virginia are trile to the Con- 
stitution as it was left to them by their fathers. They 
are true to the 'Stars and Stripes;' they are true to 
their whole country. But, if revolution must come, 
an4 civil war cannot be honorably avoided, then they 
will fight for their rights, and, with the ' Stars and 
Stripes' proudly waving over their heads, they will 
fight bravely, and die, covered with glory and honor 
imperishable, on old Virginia's soil, and, as their nameB 
shall be handed down to posterity, their children and 
children's children shall rise up and call ihem blessed*" 

"A NEW POLITICAL MOVE." 

"The 'Bichmond Whig' publishes the following cir- 
cular, copies of which, it states, have been sent in large 
numbers to the country, and asks, 'What does it 
mean?' 

«BiOHMOin>, Va., 1861. 

"Your presence is particularly requested at Bich- 

mond, on the day of , to consult with the 

friends of Southern Bights as to the course which Vir- 
gmia should pursue in the present emergency. Please 
bring with you, or send, a full delegation of true and 

i»» 
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ntiaUa men from your own county; and, if ocmyement^ 
aid the same object in the sorroondin^ countiee. 
''On arriTing at Bichmond, report yourself and 

companions immediatdy to , at . 

["Signed] 

**8AinTBL Woods, of Barbour. 
JoHH R Chamblibs, of Greenyille. 
Chables F. Collibb, of Petersburg. 
JoHK A. Hakmak, of Auguata. 
H. A. Wise, erf Princess Anne. 
John T. Ardebson, of Botetourt. 
Wm. p. Qobdon, of Albemarle. 
Thos. Jeffebsoh Bakbolph, of Albemarle. 
Jakes W. Shbffby, oi Smythe. 

''Bather suspici<Mis! We fear the Trojan hearse I 
Why not let all the sovereign people know what this 
great gathering in the city of Bichmond means? Why 
call tor 'a full delegation of true and reliable men 
from your own county'? Por what are all ihese full 
and reliable delegatl<Mis wanted? Why rendezvoua at 
Bichmond, and that, too, during the session of the 
iOonvention? What kind of aid is to be extended to 
thQ surrounding counties? And who are the false and 
unreliable men at home? 'True and reliable men' 
are called for, — ^which necessarily supposes that the con- 
eocters of this drculiso: think that there are men who 
lure not 'true and reliable.' ' Tirue' as to what? ' Be- 
liable' as to what? Buch circulars, at such times as 
the present, augur no good, we fear to our country. 
Lookatitl Think of it!" 
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THE CHBISTIAirS BIBLE AND THE AMEBICAN CONSTI- 
TtJTION. 

** Infidels have scorned the Bible, and thousands now 
treat it witii oontonpt; but what harm has it ever 
done them? Suppose they should gain the ascendency: 
would it be safe, would it be wise, for Christians, 
although in a mipority, to dedaim against the Bible, 
and cry, ' Down with it! down with it! down with the 
accursed bookT simply because infidels are in the 
majority? What Christian will say so? 

" The Bible is understood and interpreted difierenily, 
in many parts, by eyery religious denomination in 
Christendom. What then? Shall the pedobi^tist 
say, 'Because the Baptists do not understand and 
interpret the Bible as we do, and seeing that they do 
not regard us as being their equals as constituted 
m^nbers of the Church of Jesus Christ, not regard- 
ing us as being worthy to participate with them in 
the hdy communion of the Lord's Si^)per, therefore 
we will dissolve every religious, social, and political 
tie which, has hitherte bound us together, and separate 
Ourselves entirely and forever from them, and aheuidon 
iim old Bible, about the true and correct interpretation 
of which there has he&tx so much contention, and we 
will fix up a £%ble of our own, and go to heaven in our 
own way, and let the Baptists and the old Bible all go 
to perdition'? Would such a course of conduct be 
wke? Would it be safe? Would it be politic? No, 
it would not; and no ChriMian would say it would 
he. Because Baptists say that pedobaptisto are not 
iheir equals, does that make them inferior te tho 
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Baptists in any respect? By no means; and no man 
of s^se believes that it does. 

" Every religious denomination of professing Chris- 
tians interpret the Bible according to their professed 
imderstanding of the doctrines and principles which it 
contains. They all admit, however, that it is a good 
and great book, — a book of divine origin, the book 
of God's revealed will to man, — ^that it will direct all 
true believers in the Lord Jesus Christ to the kingdom 
of endless felicity. No sensible man, much less a 
Christian, will reject the Bible because others do not 
understand it precisely as he does himself. 

"In regard to the Constitution of the United States. 
What harm has it ever done any American citizen? 
What true patriot can find fault with it, or fed in hia 
heart a wish, a fixed desire, to jmnihilate it? Has it 
not proved a blessing to us all, and to the whole 
nation? Who can produce a better? Where can a 
better be found? 'But there are those who give it 
misconstructions, and are not willing that all the 
citizens of these United States shall receive ai^d enjoy 
the protection which it guarantees.' Grant it. But 
whose fault is this? The fault is not in the Consti- 
tution. The Con3titution remains the same pure and 
holy document as ever. The fault rests with fanatics 
and traitors, who wish to pervert the Constitution and 
wrest it from its true meaning, because it thwartd 
them in their wicked aspirations. 

"What shall be done? Shall we abandon the Consti- 
tution, cut loose from the salutary restraints of all 
law and government, and launch out upon the broad 
ocean of political strife and uncertainty, without chart 
or compass? How shall we shun the dangers of the 
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»ea? And, if we escape total wreck and ruin from 
the dangers of the voyage, to what harbor ^hall we 
be drifted? Shall we abandon a knoion, tried, post- 
Hoe good, and enter upon the wild career of Utopian 
experiments, when our all is at stake? Who but mad- 
men can act so rashly? Shall we join in the cry with 
those who say, ' Down with the Constitution I down with 
the Constitution 1 Down, down with the accursed doou- 
roBat V No, this is not the remedy. The cry should 
be, *Down with the violators, down with the dese- 
crators, of the Constitution!' Had this course been 
pursued with wild fsinatics and black-hearted traitors 
thirty or forty years ago, our country would not now 
be cursed with the agitation of the slavery question, 
disunion, revolution, and dvil war, as it is and cer- 
tainly will be. And, having borne with the insults of 
fanatics and traitors so long and so patiently, shall we 
now abandon the good old Constitution and the ' Stars 
and Stripes,' and passively yield up all our rights and 
institutions into their hands? Never! Never! We 
BOW have the Constitution which our ancestors be- 
queathed unto us: let us cleave unto it until we posi- 
tively know that we have or can obtain a better. We 
«till have a country, in which we have all lived pros- 
perously and happy, and may continue to do so through 
life, if we will only do our duty. The ' Star-Spangled 
Banner,* the embl^n oi untold blessings, social, poli- 
tical, and religious, still waves over our cmce happy 
country. As yet, all are permitted to worship Gt)d 
under their own vine and fig-tree, while none dare to 
molest or make them afraid. Long may those blessings 
be p^^etuated unto us and unto our children* ' Long 
UvetheBepublicI'" 
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"STABTUNG CONSIDERATION. 

''The latent causes which can influence Amerieim 
dtiaens to rejoice at the trailing in the dust of Ito 
'American Flag^ is a mystery we caniwt £5kthom,-Hk 
problem we cannot solve. The ' flag' of our country, 
which was the pride and boast of our &therBy and 
which in the na^tional horizon was a sign to th^Diy and 
to us their childreui of security and protection not o^ 
at home, but abroad, on every sea and in every land,-^ 
that men can rejoice at its down&ll and exult in its 
desecration is to us a startling consideration ! To us it 
iq[>p6ars unnatural, ungrateful, unpatriotic, unchrisliaQ, 
unmanly, and wi(^ed in tiie extreme. To exult over 
a &llen foe is unmanly and cowardly; but to exult 
over the dead body of a fsdlen parent is so unnatordi 
that he who would be guilty of such an act would, by 
general acclsonation, d^erve to be branded with Ha 
blackest and basest ingratitude. 

*' What harm has the ' AmerioEui Flag' ever done to 
any American dtizen ? Who has ever been injured by 
it ? Where is the American citizen living, who can ky 
his hand on his heart, in life, in death, or at the bar of 
his God, and say that the 'American Flag,' the 'Stars 
and Stripes,' have ever done him harm ? Sooner would 
we desecrate a mother's grave than we would desecrate 
tiie ' Stars and Stripes,' which protected that mother 
from insult and injury whije living, and still watcl^ 
over her grave^ to drive back the approaching enemy 
and preserve her sacred ashes from the desecrating 
tread of the wicked and profane ! Long may the ' Stars 
and Stripes' proudly wave over all our happy lan^l" 
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"BUT THERE IS NO UNION NOW. 

**It IB said by some that 'there is no Union now/ 
'Tfee Fe(ieral Government is broken up, and why talk 
any longer of the Union?' The fact that seven mem- 
bers oi a large family, containing thirty-three members, 
may feel tiiat they have been badly treated by other 
members of the family, and resolve on quitting the 
fiaaity, and should actually leave, does not by any means 
pirove that the family does not still exist. The family, 
in fact, still exists, miivus, however, seven of its ori- 
ginsd thirty-three members. It, therefore, becomes the 
duty of the remaining members of the family, who re- 
gard the rights of the seven absented members, and 
who feel /or and sympathize yyUh them, to fwroe the un- 
ruly and refractory members still remaining in the 
fiflOftily into subjection and obedittice to the rules, regu- 
litioi^, said government of the family, or drive them 
out of the family altogether, and afterwards use their 
i^uenee to get the absent, injured members to return 
aiid all live as one great^ harmonious fEunily again. If, 
however, tie members who had previously left the fiunily 
circle find it to their interest to remain separate and 
independent to themselves, without serious detriment 
to the interests of the great original family, let them 
continue in peace and quietness. Use no arbitrary 
means to force them back again. 

"The American people inhabiting the thirty-three 
States of this Union constituted one great fsimily. Ftf- 
teen States of this great national family feel and com- 
plain that they have been badly treated by other mem- 
bers qpmposing this great famify, and seven have se-- 
• ceded. Now let the good law-abiding members of the. 
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twenty-six States still remaining say to these refrac- 
tory members of the great national family, You must in 
all coming time behave yourselves, and submit to the 
constituted authorities of this great American fwnily, 
or, otherwise, we will inflict the penalties annexed to 
the laws of the Federal Government upon you; and, if 
this will not answer, you shall not live with us; we will 
expatriate you : we are not going to leave the family 
ourselves, nor will we allow it to be broken up by you ; 
therefore you must give us satisfactory guarantees for 
your good behavior in all time to come. This being 
done, then let the twenty-six members of the family 
affectionately invite the absent or seceded members to 
return to the embraces of the common brotherhood, 
and all become members again of the one great AmericdJOL 
family. If, however, the seceded members think th^ 
can live more happily and do better to remain by them* 
selves, and refuse to return, give them the portion of 
the public inheritance which belongs to them, and let 
them remain in peace. All this can and ought to be 
done without war or the shedding of one drop of fra- 
ternal blood. 

"IMMEDUTE, ABSOLUTE, AND ETERNAL SECESSION. 

''If immediate, absolute, and eternal secession be 
the policy of those gentlemen who are candidates for 
office under the Federal Government, how, in the event 
of their election, can they consistently, honestly, and 
conscientiously take the oath to support the laws o£ 
the Federal Gt)vernment, which will be administered 
to them on entering into office ? It does seem to us that 
this is a grave question, and one which should be duly 
considered both by candidates and voters before they 
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Yip<m the Holy Bible that they will observe, reBpect, and 
protect tbe laws and Oonstitation of tlte Federal Grov- 
ermaent, when at the same time they are committed and 
]^edged, if possible, to break np the Federal Gbvem* 
ment? No mental reservation, gentlemen, when you 
are called ap to the Holy Bible I Think of this, 

"HOW IS IT? 

"Men from the North come to Virginia, and some 
of them become so thoroughly ^?ro-8lavery and anti- 
Union that they become rampant, red-hot, immediate, 
absolute, unconditional, and eternal secessionists. This 
being the case, who can say that 'the whole North is 
hopelessly abandoned to niggerism ?' 

" Many of our "Virginia citizens have near and dear 
relations in the North. Some have fethers, mothers, 
brothers, sisters, sons, and daughters in the North. 
Now, let aU those rampant, hot-headed secessionists 
who are emigrants from the North set to work and 
see if they cannot enlighten their benighted Northern 
relatives and friends on the subject of African slavery." 

"IMPOBTANT CONSIDERATIOir. 

"Suppose that what is now called the ' Southern Con- 
federacy' should succeed by a meagre majority in getting 
their ' Permanent Constitution' ratified by the people 
of the several Confederate States : would there not be 
a fearful danger of rebellion in this new Confederacy, 
on the part of the large minority, at any time when 
they might feel themselves sufficiently strong to throw 

20 
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off the yoke of oppression, and thus prodaoe revolution 
and civil war among themselves ? We think so. 

" This is a question of the gravest importance, and one 
which is worth the serious consideration of all those 
political leaders who are moving heaven and earth in 
order to precipitate Virginia out of the Union. Mi- 
norities have rights as well as majorities; and those 
rights should be respected; and if majorities refuse to 
do so, the minorities, as soon as they feel the weight 
of oppression, and find, or believe, that they are able 
to Ihrow <^ the yoke of tyranny which msgorities 
have forced upon their necks, will rise up in rebellion 
mid assert and defend their rights. 

"If, therefore, Virginia shdl ultimately secede, the 
people of the State should have ample time to consider 
the matter well and thoroughly understand the prin- 
ciples on which they secede, and the reasons why they 
secede, and all act in harmony ; otherwise, terrible re- 
sults may grow out of a too hasty flight out of the 
Union. Recent observations convince us how easy it 
is for a people, led on by ambitious, unprincipled poli- 
ticians, to repudiate to-day, the acts of yesterday, and 
the acts of to-day they will as readily repudiate to- 
morrow. To-day they will exalt a man to heaven, 
and to-morrow they will doom him to infamy, with- 
out being able to assign a justifiable reason for either 
act. The work of breaking up and overturning one 
system of government to establish another, for the ex- 
press purpose of accommodating and installing poli- 
ticians in office, is a serious business. The results will 
be fearful, — ^the consequences terrible. Bemember what 
we say." 
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REMARKS ON THE FOREGOING- 
**lfew pcHHiocd move" — ^We have Bomeimp(»rtant fiicti 
to state, and some interesting circumstances to lay be- 
fore our readers, in connection with the " new poUtical 
move/' and the ^'circulars" already noticed in the 
above; which, however, we shall reserve iot a subs^ 
qu^it chapter. We hope the reader will, in the mean 
time, analyze i^e ''circular'' and our remarks on the 
same, that he may be the better pr^Muned for future de- 
velopments which will be unfolded in the progress of 
HiVA work. 

"SemarisJ' — ^It was constantly affirmed by seoessioor 
ists that old Abe Lincoln, Scott & Co. were ooming 
down upon us with their Black Republican armies, hav« 
iog a huge ''diain," to bind us, hand and foot, and, if 
not to cast us into otUer darkness, to make slaves of ufl 
and of our children forever. On all occasions, the cry 
was, ''The Hessians are ooming 1" ''The Hessians are 
ooming!" "The vandals of the North will soon be 
upon us 1" "The hordes of old Lincoln are ooming to 
ravage the whole South, and especially Virgimal" 
T\ias the country was kept in a state of continual 
excitement, and terror seized the people, and espe- 
cially the females, all over the country. We had 
come to the conclusion, however, that secessionists 
would commence the war before President Linccdui 
and thus save him the trouble, and the Government 
the mortification, of inaugurating civil war. Li this 
we were not deceived. 

''Gandidatesfor office.'* — Jn alluding to candidates for 
office under the Pederal Government, we had reference 
to the candidates in Virginia for the Congress of the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



23fe THE OONSPIBAOY tJKVEIiaiD. ^ 

United States, and the State Senate. Virginia had not 
seceded, and yet these candidates said that if they were 
elected, they would serve in either Congress; that if 
Virginia seceded and joined the Southern Confederacgr, 
they would serve in the Southern Congress, but, if 
Virginia did not secede, they would serve in the Con- 
gress of the United States. 

Ex-Governor Smith had announced himself a candi- 
date for re-election to Congress, at Spottsylvania Court- 
House, on the first Monday in April, and was on an 
electioneering* tour through the district at the tin» w© 
wrote the following brief paragraph, which appeared 
•in the number of the "Christian Banner" of April 
4,1861:— 

• " Ex-Governor Smith is a candidate for re-election to 
Congress ; and as the ' Virginia (Alexandria) Sentinel' and 
the 'Virginia (Fredericksburg) Herald' have buried the 
political tomahawk, and now stand shoulder to shoulder 
on the riekety platform of immediate secession, Ex- 
Governor Smith will, as a matter of course, receive the 
hearty and cordial support of both these journals ; and 
it may, therefore, be reasonably inferred that his elec- 
tion is sure. Well may it be said that 'Extra Billy is 
hard to beat.' " 

Governor Smith had no opponent more violent in his 
whole district than the 'Virginia Herald,' up to the 
time that that journal turned over to Breckinridge loco- 
foco treason,— amd no friend more devoted to his poli- 
tical interest than the ' Virginia Sentinel,' No two 
journals could have been more antagonistic politically 
than were the ' Herald and Sentinel' before the question 
of secessicHi and the dissolution of the Union became 
popular. 
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We had always been a warm personal and political 
friend of Grovamor Smith, and therefore the more 
deeply xegretted the course he pursued in relation to 
the immediate and uncx)nditional secession of Virginia. 
It will be remembered that Governor Smith was a 
Breckinridge Democrat, — a strong supporter of that 
party, — ^a strenuous advocate for the immediate seces- 
sion of Virginia, and a violent opposer of the present 
Administration. But still, if Virginia did not secede, 
and if he were re-elected, he would serve in the Con- 
gress .of the United States. So, likewise, with all the 
Breckinridge candidates in the State of Virginia. Henca 
the question arose in our mind, "How can gentlemen, 
on entering into office, swear, upon the Holy Bible, that 
they will observe, respect, and protect the laws of the 
Federal Government, when at the same time they are 
conunitted and pledged, if possible, to break up the 
Government ?" To our mind there did appear to be 
some difficulty in this matter^ although to others it 
might, and we suppose did, seem different. 



CHAPTEE XXVII. 

EVERYBODY IN A FOG — STAMPEDE — RAISING SECESSION 
PLAGS — PETITION OF R. THOM, ESQ., FOR POST-OFFICE — 
WHAT THEN? — LET THE NORTH AND SOUTH BE HEARD — 
SECESSION CONVENTION. 

In the number of the "Christian Banner" of April 
11, 1861, we wrote and published the followiP(5 
l^rticles : — 

20* 
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"BVEBTBODY IN A FOG. 

"Yes, everybody is in a fog, and everybody is 
Hkely to remain so. All is rumor, conjecture, surmise, 
predictions. It is said, thought of, talked of, m- 
mored, in certain circles of tiie knowing ones. It is 
now sure, almost certain, confidently believed. No 
doubt war has commenced! will begin, must begin! 
it can't be helped. Charleston has made, will make, 
would make, should make, must make, an attack on 
Fort Sumter. • Fort Sumter is, will be, shall be, might 
be, may be, must be, could be,— positively it is, 
may, can, might, could, would, should, and shall be 
evacuated ! 

" Major Anderson is, has been, or is certainly going 
to be ordered away from Fort Sumter ; now has, or 
has had, or is going to have, all supplies cut off from 
Charleston. Fort Pickens has been, will be, must be, 
shall be reinforced; and then war, blood, and thunder, 
commingled with cannon-shot and lightning, will 
deafen, crimson, and illuminate all the beautiful plains 
of the ' sunny South.' 

" Messrs. Lincoln, Scott, Holt & Co. are gathering 
together millions of Black Eepublicans, and are making 
grand military preparations to march down South to 
take all the 'people's negroes' from them. Already has 
Lincoln placed ' his big broad iron heel of despotism aa 
Virginia's neck,' and has nearly gotten her chained, 
clinched, screwed on tight and fast to bis horrible 
Black Republican, Abolition car. Pictures are now 
being bandied about representing seven States running 
$0(r life, with lightningHspeed, to get out of 'old Abe's 
clutches,' while Virginia is represented standing with 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



• ♦ 

a huge lock-chain thrown around her neck, and ' old 
Abe's' great big paw hoisted over her head ready to 
]>ounce down upon h«r. ' Bun, Virginia I run, Vir- 
ginia, run V like a rat from a cat^ or 'old Abe' will 
harness you I Is this manly, brave, heroio ? Is this 
the kind of reason, argument, and logic to frighten 
fire^men into abject submission ? Has Virginia become 
reduced so low in the scale of degradation as to forget 
and utteriy ignora tdl her former greatness and glory, 
to become frightened with pictorial representations of 
rats running irom cats, and the ludicrous representa- 
tion of the raiding of 'old Abe's' despotic Abolition 
chaiax? C^ a nation of brave men and freemen be 
awed into submission by ludicrous pictures, scares 
erows, raw-heads and bloody-bones? Alas for the 
&llffli greatness and departed glory of a once honored 
$ad powerful nation I 

*' Virginia, to her honor be it said, has not yet taken 
VLpi the line of march. Let her stand firm, and speak 
ont in unmistakable language to President Lincoln, that^ 
if he wants her slaves, he must ^' come and take them' I 
Then every true heart and strong arm of Virginia's 
sons would become a Thermopylae. If Virginia will 
oanly stand firm in this trying crisis, imperishable 
glory will crown her mighty efibrts, and posterity will 
do Iwr homage throng ail coming time. Virginia 
xan drive away the fog and cause the true light once 
more to shine. May she never falter, tire, nor become 
weatry in wdUdoiD^. As yet all is rumor, conjecture, 
and guess-work. No one can rightly divine the imme- 
diate or ultimate destiny of our once prosperoud, 
peaosEol, happy, honored, and glorious country." 
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" STAMPEDE. ♦ 

" Eeader, do you know what this big word * stam- 
pede' means ? You can't find it in any of your little 
dictionaries. It's a big word, and is only found in big 
dictionaries, and belongs to big folks I In Webster's 
big dictionary it has the following meaning : — ' In the 
Western States, a sudden fright, seizing upon large 
bodies of cattle or horses in droves pr encampments on 
prairies, and leading them to rtm for many miles, until 
they often sink down or die under their terrors.' 

" This word has recently been transferred from large 
bodies of cattle and horses to large bodies of negro- 
owners, who, it is said, are threatened with a stampede 
terror, and will actually run away from Virginia and 
never stop in their flight until they sink down awaj 
in the safe, sunny plains of the far distant South, un- 
less Virginia also becomes frightened and secedes and 
runs away down South too: in which event they 
promise to stay in Virginia and all go down South to- 
gether. That will be nice : won't it, now ? 

" What does all this mean but a threat to those citi- 
zens of Virginia who, in the event of danger, are not 
able to enter upon this stampede ? It feimply means 
this : unless those men in Virginia who are now opposed 
to secession, and who have not the means to gather up 
their goods and chattels and remove South, turn seces- 
sionists and force Virginia out of the Union, they will be 
left to the mercy of their ^ Abolition enemies,' to fight 
their own battles and defend their own rights as best 
they can. Does this show that the men who boast 
and threaten stampedes have any fraternal r^ard fi* 
their poorer brethren who may be forced of necessity 
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to remain and fight and cont^id for tlieir rights at 
home on their own native, sacred soil ? No. Is not 
this a daring threat to force men to act contrarj to 
th^ better judgment, consdentioas principles, and 
|)atri0tic iqurit? It is. And does it not argue a 
xxxwardly and submissive spirit in those men who for- 
sake the graves of their ancestors, leave their own 
native soil, and give up their own pleasant homes be- 
cause of an anticipated enemy? Do brave men ^t 
thus ? No. Will freemen be awed by such arguments 
and treats into servile submission to the treasonable 
mil of such men ? We hope not. 

"But suppose they do go. Whatdien? Will the lovely 
hills and vaUeys and beautiful plains of Virginia become 
desolate, filled with thorns, briers, and thistles, and be 
abandoned forever ? And will the beautiful cottages 
and splendid mansions of these stampeders become the 
dwelling-places of wild beasts, bats, and owls? No: 
there is not a word of truth in the whole of it. It 
-Would only hasten the abolition of slavery in Virginia, 
and free labor would take the place of slave labor, and 
Virginia lands would advance two hundred per cent, in 
value. Hence, we argue that men who make such 
tiireats are, in feict, the real Abolitionists and submis- 
sionists of Virginia, whether they mean it or not. 
Political demagogues make these threats to 'fire up the 
Soutiiem heart,' to force Virginia out of the Union. 
What do you tiiink of that, reader ?" 

« RAISING SECESSION FLAGS. 
'' The raising of secession flags, and all the sensation 
speeches, and telegraph-despatches, and abominable 
^caggarattons and frauds which are being practised upon 
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tlie people arenosignsof permanent and general secession 
views entertained by the people. Politicians may rave, 
rant, and try to 'fire up the hearts' of the people, but, 
aa certainly as the sun shines in the heavens, a reaction 
will take place* It can't be otherwise. And then woe 
be unto those who have ambitiously and blindly led 
the people on to.ruin." 

«« PETITION OF EEUBEN THOM, ESQ., FOR THE POST- 
OFFICE. 

"We learn that a petition is being circulated through 
the town of Fredericksburg to obtain signMures to send 
to the President of these United States, requesting 
him to retain in office Reuben Thorn,. Esq., who is now 
postmaster of the Fredericksburg ^post-offioe. We 
have not had the pleasure of either seeing or signing 
the petition, though we may yet have the gratification 
of both seeing and signing it. We sincerely hope that 
Mr. Thom may l>e retained in office : first, because he 
is emphatically a good man ; s^ondly, because he is an 
old man; thirdly, because he is a responsible and a 
reliable man ; fourthly, because he faithfully discharges 
the duties connected with his office. 

*' We are decidedly in favor of his being retained in 
office, because we are a Union manj and desire to see 
the offices of G-ovornment judiciously distributed among 
citizens of different political sentiments. We desire it^ 
because we wish to see President Lincoln rising aupe* 
rior to these little, petty, political prejudices which 
influence little minds, and, in the magnanimity of his 
soul, showing himself superior to party distinctions and 
influences. We hope he will be retained in office, be* 
cause we do not think that any one who would sedc te 
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ffBk Urn out of office woold be worthy the oeiiMenoe«f 
tbe.people of Fredericksbiirg." 

Seeeesionists had sneered at the idea of living under 
the "Lincohi Grovemment," but no sooner is he in- 
stalled into office than secessionists get up petitions to 
be retained in office. ^0 consistency, ihoxk art a 
jeweir 

"WHAT THEN! 

" Suppose that these gentlemen who are candidates 
for the United States Congress should be elected, and 
that subsequently Virginia should secede from the 
Uniom : what then will these gentlemen do ? Of course 
Itey will, vacate their seats in Congress. What then ? 
They will seek an asylum in the 'Southern Confede- 
racy.' But will they not have to be re-elected ? And 
is it certain, if Virginia secede, that she will join 
the 'Southern Confederacy' ? This will have to be left 
to the vote of the sovereign people I In any event, we 
think that these secession candidates, who are trying 
to break up the Union and to destroy the Grovernment, 
are in rather an awkward predicament. Bemember, 
then, gentlemen, that if the convention should pass an 
ordinanoe of secession, this ordinance will be referred 
back to the people for their ratification or rejection. 
St^ose it shall be ratified. The next question is, 
what course will Virginia pursue? Will she join the 
'Southern Confederacy,' or will she 'set up for herself? 
la any event, we insist on it, these gentlemen will 
be in rather a ludicrous fix. In view of all these facts, 
ought not the Union men of Virginia to be active and 
energetic in their efforts to elect Union men to fill all 
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the offices both in the State and the Federal Gbyem- 
ments? Then we will have men on whom we can 
confidently rely. Fellow-citizens, think seriously on 
this question." 

"LET THE PEOPLE, NORTH AND SOUTH, BE HEARD. 

"Let the people, North and South, be heard. Yes, 
let them speak their sentiments fearlessly, honesUy, 
and independently of the influence of designing poli- 
. ticians, and they will tell a story that will send terror 
and consternation to the hearts of those leaders, both 
North and South, who are trying to overturn and an- 
nihilate the best and purest form of government on 
earth. It is a shame and an awful sin for the people 
to allow a few aspiring demagogues and rotten-hearted 
politicians to break up the Government and ruin the 
whole country." 

"SECESSION CONVENTION. 

"What does this secession convention, which is to 
meet in the city of Richmond on the 16th instant, 
mean? Does that convention intend to depose Gov- 
ernor Letcher and force Virginia out of the Union 
whether she will or not? This will be a high-handed 
move, and one which every loyal son of Virginia and 
the South ought to repel at every hazard. The people 
of Virginia are not yet prepared to be run over rough- 
shod by tyrants, without lifting their voice against it" 

Such was the character of the editorials of the 
" Christian Banner" of the 11th of April, 1861, 
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CHAPTEE XXVIIL 

THE CONSPIRACY UNVEILED — ^VIRGINIA SACEIFICED. 

In the present chapter we propose to group facts and 
circumstances together, that the reader may more 
clearly understand some of the influences by which 
Virginia was forced out of the Union. 

On the 11th of April, 1861, at the time we published 
the editorials contained in the last chapter, Virginia 
was undulating on the thin surface which covered an 
iniquitous sink of treason, deep, dark, and black as per- 
dition itself. In fact, she had been driven to the lofty 
STimmit, and stood trembling on the awful precipice of 
ruin, to overlook which maddened the brain and sick- 
ened the heart, while no eye could fathom the terrible 
chasm below, save the omniscient eye of the great God 
of the universe. 

Already had the Virginia Convention been in session 
ibr nearly two months, having organized about the 13th 
of the preceding February, and up to the 11th of April 
had failed to pass an ordinance of secession. Every 
possible outside pressure had been employed to force 
that body to pass an ordinance of secession, but without 
effect. The importance of deposing Governor Letcher 
and of breaking up the convention was boldly advo- 
dCted by the secessionists. They argued that the con- 
vention was too slow in its operations. The people 
(that is, the secessionists) were tired waiting the tardy 
movem^its of the convention. Hence originated the 
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jjto* to tmcrp the power to depose Governor Letdtier, to 
break up the convention, and to put others in their 
plaoes who would do the work at once. Hence, also, 
the call for a new, secret, eecession oonvention, com- 
poBed of true and reliable Southern-Eights men, to 
take into consideration "the course which Virginia 
should pursue in the present emergency.** 

In a former chapter we fidluded to a " new political 
move," and promised to notice it more particularly in 
a future chapter. To save the reader the trouble oi 
referring to the previous chapter ctmtaining the "Cir- 
cular," and our remarks on the same at the time we 
published it, and that he may be the bett^ enabled to 
comprehend the whole scope and design at a single 
glance, we will here give them another insertion. Read 
the "Circular:" it is pregnant with meaning, especially 
when taken in connection with all the circumstances 
attending the passage of a secession ordinance by the 
Virginia Convention, and the overthrow of the Ee- 
public. 

«*A NEW POLITICAL MOVE." 

The "Richmond Whig" publishes the following cir- 
cular, ocq)ies of which, it states, have been sent in large 
numbers to the country, and asks, "What does it 
mean?" 

*<RlOHlfOKD, Va., 1861. 

"Your presence is particularly requested at Rich- 
mond, on the day of -r — , to consult with the 

friends of Southern Rights as to tte course which Vir- 
ginia should pursue in the present emerg^cy. Please 
bring with you, or send, a full delegation of true and 
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reliable men from your own county; andy if oonTenient^ 
aid the same object in the surrounding counties. 

"On arriving at Richmond, report yourself and com- 
panions immediately to , at — — 

** [SIONBIX] 

''Samuel Woods, of Barbour. 
John B. Chambliss, of Ghreenville, 
Chables p. Collier, of Petersburg, 
John A. Harman, of Augusta, 
H. A. Wise, of Princess Anne. 
John T. Anderson, of Botetourt, 
Wm. F. Gordon, of Albemarle. 
Thos. Jefferson Randolph, of Albemarle. 
James W. Sheffey, of Smythe." 

There, reader, is the "Circular;" and to show our 
opinion of it, and our suspicion of the design of the 
concocters of the circular at the time we published it, 
,we will here insert our remarks on the subject, so that 
the whole matter may i^pear in connection : — 

"Rather suspicious I We fear the Trojan horse! 
Why not let all the sovereign people know what this 
great gathering in the city of Richmond means? For 
what are all these full and reliable delegations wanted? 
Why rendezvous at Richmond, and that, too, during 
the session of the convention? What kind of aid is to 
be extended to the surrounding counties? And who 
are the false and unreliable men at home? 'True and 
reliable men* are called for, — ^which necessarily sup- 
poses that the concocters of the circular thought that 
there are men who are not true and reliable. ' True' 
as to what? and 'reliable' as to what? Such 
circulars, at such times as the present, augur no 
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goody we fear, to our country. Look at it I Think 

of itr 

A volume is here unfolded for the serious oontemplar 
tion of the reader, which presents a picture of one of 
the blackest plots of damnable trea^son to be found in 
the records of the world's history! Why were "large 
numbers'' of these infamous circulars sent to the 
country ? 

To what class of persons were they sent? Not to 
" Union-shriekers, submissionists, and traitors," but 
to "true and reliable men," who were sworn, no 
doubt, to exert every influence and power within their 
reach to force Virginia out of the Union, and, conse- 
quently, to effect the overthrow of the Federal Govern- 
ment. 

Why was the time of holding this treasonable con- 
vention left blank ? Were the traitors afraid that there 
would be a ground-swell of Union men then and tkert^ 
who might upset the whole conspiracy ? 

Why were the names of the persons to whom these 
country traitors were to report themselves " and com- 
panions immediately on arriving at Eichmond" left 
blank ? Were they afraid that the " submissionists to 
old Abe Lincoln" might stealthily get into the secrets 
of their infernal machinations, and report them to the 
loyal authorities at Eichmond? 

Why did they leave the place at which these " true 
and reliable men" and their "companions" were to 
rendezvous blank ? Were they afraid that some who 
belonged to the "tail-end of the Northern Confede- 
racy" would linger in disguise about the place at which 
they were to report themselves and "companions," and 
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IfMsa BomMmgot th^ dkbolical plot^ and tiuffi break 
up the conspiracy? 

"Whonx did they meati by "ftiends of Southern 
Bi^is/' but mmonrpwre aeeessionUts, ''true and reli« 
able mflQ/' who had been baptized, head and heels, eoul 
aad body, in the emk-fooL of Breckinridge loccffooo 
Preasonf 

Why Hi thqr wish "to consult as to the coarse 
which Virginia should pursue in the preset emer- 
gency*' ? W^e not the members of the Virginia Con- 
tention, who had be^n elected by the popular vote oi 
ike dtiaens of the State, at that very time in consulta- 
iifin "aa to the course whidi Virginia should pursue in 
ike present em^gency*' ? 

. Why this deep .and earnest, solicitude for full del^;a* 
tions, but to be able to usurp the authority, dq)Oie 
Gknr^nor Letcher, burst up and annihilate the Virginia 
Canvention, orgtmize themselves into a self*created body, 
vote themaekies the State of Virginia, as the Legislik 
ture of Virginia had already set them the example, and 
^ee an (urdinance of secession upon the people of Vir^ 
ginia, in tl^ event that they should fail to force the 
Virginia Convention to do it for them ? 

" Please bring with you, or send, a full delegation.'* 
Under the circumstances, could language be m<Hre sig* 
nificant? At the time these treasonable circulars 
were being sent all through the " country," an over- 
whelming majority of the members of the Virginia Con- 
vention wore Union men. Governor Letcher himself was 
r^K«ted as being a Union man. And there were thou- 
sands of the citizens of Bichmond Union men, and a 
majority of them would have r^inained loyal to Virginia 
a»d to the Federal Government to this day, no doubt^ 

21* 
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had it not be^ ibr this treaaonable aeceBsion conv^ 
tion^ and the circumstances connected with it, all of 
which hurried and forced the Virginia Convention to 
commit the suicidal act. In view of the strong Unioa 
feeling which still burned in the bosoms of the menor 
bers oi the convention and the citizens of EichmoiMly 
it was important and absolutely necessary that fuU 
del^ations "of true and reliable men" should bo 
sent from all the counties in Virginia. As if they had 
paid, " We expect hot work in Eichmond on the blank 
day of the blank month; that is, on the 16th day of 
April, 1861, we shall in all probability meet with 
and have to cont^d against powerful influenoes and 
forces: therefcpre, please bring with you, or send, full 
delegations of true and reliable men from your own 
county, and, if convenient, aid the same object in tho 
surrounding counties." 

We again ask, what kind of aid was to be extended 
to the accomplices in treason "in the surrounding 
counties" to further on the same nefarious object of 
sending traitors to Eichmond ? Were they to be aided 
with clothing, transportation, money to pay their ex* 
penses, and munitions of war to enable th^n effectively 
and effectually to consummate their infernal plot of 
treason against the commonwealth of Virginia, and, 
consequently, against the Government of tixe United 
States? 

Look, also, at the localities, standing, and position 
of the men whose signatures are affixed to these trea*- 
Bonable circulars, which were sent in great numbers all 
through the country I Had not the Hon. Henry A. 
Wise for several months previous been adively «ii» 
gaged in getting up a " legion" of "minute-men," aftav* 
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"wsrim known as the ''Wise legion?" Was it not in 
eont^nplation that these ^'true and reliable men, 
thoroughly armed as they were, should be on hand at 
this great secret secession convention? Who can 
doubt it ? Was not Henry A, Wise the very man to 
head and lead on an army (x mob oi looofooo traitori 
to accomplish the diabolical work of breaking up the 
Gbvemment, to the end that he in his ungodly ambi« 
tion might iLsurp the power and become the great 
leading spirit in the Virginia revolution and the man 
in the new Southern Confederacy? 

And where, too, were the " one hundred and twenty 
thousand members of the order of Knights of the 
Golden Circle"? The NorfiJk "Day-Book," early in 
ibe month of December, 1860, contained the lc41owing 
significant paragri^h : — 

" The K. G. C.'s and the Sulvb-Holding States.-— 
Ckd<»iel V. D. Groner, Knight of the Golden Circle, has 
xatomed to this city. He has been to Texas, and re^ 
turned home via MississippL His mission South and 
Southwest was in connection with the order of Knights 
id the Golden Circle* We learn from Colonel Groner 
that there are one hundred and twenty thousand 
members of the order of Knights of the Gtolden Cirde, 
eacb one of whom is sworn to stand by the Soutlu 
They are fiilly oi^anized, and are ccNoistantly drilling, 
and can be brought into action, if necessary, in two 
n^eeks' time." ' 

Here is a conqpiracy on a grand scide I One hun^ 
dred and twenty thousand men, ^' each one of whom is 
sworn to stand by the South;" these men were ''con- 
sbantly drilling, and could be brought into action m 
two weeks' time." Is it not presumable that these 
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mvom, drilled, and armed men would be on hand at 
this secret secession convention, which was to be ooiii* 
posed of ''true and reliable men" ? And does not this 
clearly explain, also, what the fi^aners of that " (ar- 
cular" meant by "true and reliable men"? Men who 
had been sworn to "stand by the South," or who had 
been ewom to break up the (Jovemment in the event 
that Mr. Lincoln was elected and they themselves were 
defeated ; presuming upon the election of Mr. Lincoln 
as a sufficient reason to justify them in their diabo- 
lical plot to break up the (Governments and inv<dv6 the 
whole country in one common ruin, in the event that 
they could not succeed. In other words, here are one 
hundred and twenty thousand men, who are sworn to 
stand by the "Slave States," or the institution of 
slavery, even if the Eepublic be annihilated, the country 
steeped in blood, and thousands of helpless wom^i 
made widows and millions of children made orphanel 
Gracious Gbd I What a dark volume is here unfolded 
for the contemplation of the reader I 

But, reader, this is not all. As was subsequently 
ascertained, this secession convention was to meet ia 
the dty of Richmond on the 16th day of April, 1861; 
and as soon as we learned the time when this treason- 
able conclave would assemble, we wrote the following 
paragraph, which was published in the number of the 
"Christian Banner" of the 11th of April, 1861, and 
which we republish, that the reader may understand the 
working of this plot, and that it was talked of and 
publicly understood, and by the people of Virginia 
believed to be in contemplation, and of the truth of 
which there can now be no doubt, not even in the 
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iBind of the most sk^caL The foUowmg is the 
paoragraph:— 

"What does this sejcession convention, which is to 
meet in the city of Eichmond on the 16 th instant, mean ? 
Does that convention intend to depose Governor 
Letcher, and force Virginia out of the Union whether 
she will or not ? This will be a high-handed move, and 
one which every loyal son of Virginia and the whole 
South ought to repel, at every hazard. The people 
of Virginia are not yet prepared to be run over 
roughshod by tyrants, without lifting their voice 
ftgainst it.'' 

To effect a collision between the authorities of the 
tJnited States and the " Confederate States of America'* 
had become, about this time, the one great man¥% 
of die leading secessionists of Virginia and of the 
^de South. They said that if a single gun was fired, 
Virginia and all the border States would certainly 
secede, and that immediately. A oorrespondent of 
the "Eichmond Dispatch," writing from Petersburg, 
says, — 

" Petersburg, Apnl 6. — ^The excitement here is very 
great, and the 'war' tidings are discussed at every cor- 
ner. The people say, ' Let it come.' The indignation 
of the people at the course of the convention is at a 
Ugh pitch." 

Why was the *' indignation of the people" (the seces- 
sionists of Petersburg) "at the course of the conven- 
tion at a high pitch" ? Simply because that conven- 
tion had been in session for nearly two months, and 
had fiaUed to pass an ordinance of seoession. For the 
sake of precipitating Virginia out of the Union, the 
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ieceanoni&ts of Petersboi^ saidy ''Lei it (war) coma*'' 
This shows the uncompromising determi&atioii of the 
secessionists of Virginia to secede, at the time of which 
we are writing, 

A correspondent, writing from Goldshoro', Nortli 
Carolina, to the Richmond ''Dispatdi/' under date of 
April 6, says, — 

" QoLDSBOEo', N.O., April 6.— The news of outfitting 
the fleet and army at the North is very exciting, and 
the community wish to hear of an attack on Fort 
Bumter. The military are ready to assist the Southern 
Confederacy." 

Why did the "community" (that is, the secession- 
ists) in the town of Goldaboro' vnsh to hear of an air 
tack cm Fort SumUrt They k'MW that a collision he* 
tween the Federal and Confederate troops would tend 
very much to the precipitating of Virginia out of 
the Union, and then North Carolina would cortainly 
follow. 

A despatch from . Charlestcm, South Carolina, undec 
date of April 6, says, — 

" Chakleston, April 6. — ^We are by no means disap^ 
pointed at the news, and are now ready to reoeive our 
enemies, come as Uiey may. Afi&drs, however, ar» 
culminating. All points have been strengthened, and 
we are now ready for any emergency. The ball will 
probably soon open. If the auUiorities do not soon 
act, the people may take the matter into their own 
hands." 

" Affairs are culminating." They were then ready, 
waiting, and anxious for the command to be given to 
strike a blow at the " flag of the Union," — ^to com-r 
mence the cannonading of Fort. Sumter« The impretr 
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8ion intended to be made by the correspondent, is that 
gnch was the impatience of the people to have the ball 
opened, tibat, unless the authoritit^s of the Confederate 
Government should speedily make an attack on Fort 
Sumter, the people would usurp the authority, assume 
the responsibility, and inat^^wro^ civil war themselves. 
The leaders had already usurped the authority and 
power of the Government, and were determined to in- 
augurate civil war, to force the border States out of the 
Union ; and then libeUed the people, saying that they — 
the people — ^had done it, — ^when, in fact, the people had 
no voice, directly or indirectly, in the whole matter. 
It was, therefore, a libel on the people, from beginning 
to end. The people never usurped the power; they 
never desired to do it ; and the leaders would not have 
allowed them to do it, even if they had wished. The 
leaders in this accursed rebellion usurped all the power 
from the people,, did all the mischief, and then, as a 
sort of panacea for the national, political, social, and 
universal ruin which they inflicted on their country, said, 
to justify themselves, and to make the peojde still think 
that they held the power, "the sovereign people 
did it all/' Yes, the "sovereigns have done it." 
Breckinridge lotxffoooism is the child of the devU, — the 
spawn of hell, — ^the enemy of all righteousness, — ^the 
destroyer of a nation's happiness, — and would, if possi- 
ble, demolish all Governments, human and divine, and 
sink the world in a aea of damnation, to sit on a throne 
ci human skulls and shout hosannas to "King Cot- 
ton" and the eternal nigger. Who would not blush 
to utter a whisper in justification of a monster so hide-^ 
ous, even in the hearing of devils damned ! 
In order to provoke and hasten a collision between 
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the Federal and Confederate troops, the secessionists at 
Richmond despatched the Hon. Roger A, Pryor to 
Charleston, South Carolina, to "fire up the heart" of 
the authorities there to make an attack on Fort Bum* 
ter before the 16th day of April, the time of the meet- 
ing of the secession convention, — ^knowing that, if this 
were done, it would be a much easier matter to force 
the Virginia Convention to pass an ordinance of seces- 
sion. What man in all Virginia was better fitted for 
such a mission than Roger A. Pryor ? 

On arriving in Charleston, he publicly addressed the 
people, and by his frequent "bursts of unsurpassed, 
fervent eloquence," he soon set the city in one universal 
blaze of patriotic enthusiasm; and, the citizens en- 
chained, enraptured, and electrified by his eloquent 
addresses, it became an easy matter to influence them 
to determine to commence the work which he desired, 
above all things, they should do. He told a thrilling 
story, — and he told that story well. Said he, " I have 
been asked my opinion relative to the ultimate acticm 
of the Virginia Convention. I answer,— the final ac- 
tion of the Virginia Convention depends upon a single 
contingency! Do you ask what that contingency is?* 
significantly pointing in the direction: — '^Mre onlbrt 
Sumter, and Virginia is with youT 

The intelligenoe went wfth lightning speed to Jeff 
Davis, at Montgomery, Alabama. ''What shall we 
do ?" was the question. " Fire on Fort Sumter !" was 
the laconic reply. And be it remembered that on Fri- 
day evening, the 12th day of April, 1861, civil war was 
inaugurated at Charleston, South Carolina, by the au- 
thorities of the "Confederate States" firing on the 
''flag" of the United States of America. The cannpn- 
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adiog was resumed on Satordiiy moitiiiig, the ISth of 
April, 1861, and on that ever-memorable day Fort 
Sumter fell, and was surrendered up to the authpritiee 
of the "Confederate States of America." The time- 
honored " flag," — ^the " flag" respected the world over, — 
the " flag" which represented the greatest, most powerful, 
prosperous, and happy nation on earth, — ^was insulted, 
hauled down, and made to trail in the dust, cmd a 
little, contemptible seceshflag, the emblem of treason, 
and the embodiment of all folly, madness, and wicked- 
ness, was run up in its stead. And all this was done 
by the people who had been protected by that flag all 
their lives, and their fathers before them. 

The effect of the downfall of Fort Sumter on the 
citizens of Charleston and the South generally may be 
inferred from the following despatches : — 

«« [Spoeial despatclies to the < Petersburg (Va.) Express.'] 

"bombaedment and capture op port sumter. 

"first despatch. 

" Charleston, AprU 13. — The flag on Port Sumter 
18 down, and a white one displayed in its place. A 
boat with a white flag is now approaching the city. 
Major Anderson has npt fired a gun for four hours. 

"SECOND DESPATCH. 

" Charleston, AprU 13. — A terrific explosion has 
just occurred at Fort Sumter. The fire is stiU raging. 
Anderson has fired only twice in three hours. The 
batteries are pouring it into him. The fleet is still 
lying idle, though plainly in view. They are now 
mounting guns on the battery in the dty. Eoger A. 

22 
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Pryor, in ooBTeTing despatches yesterday in an c^eo 
boat, was fired on twice firom Fort Sumter, but escaped 
injury. He is busy on duty again to-day, 

"third despatch. 

" CHARI4ESTON, April 13. — Fort Sumter is ours, God 
and South Carolina be praised! The surrender is 
unconditional. Engines are now being taken over 
there to extinguish the fire. The bells in the city are 
ringing their joyous peals at the capture of the fort. 
It is said that there is much loss of life at the fort; but. 
I cannot learn the particulars. There has been no loss 
on our side. 

"fourth despatch. 

"Charleston, April 13.— The most reliable reports 
from Fort Sumter represent only five men to have been 
wounded, and that slightly. None were killed. It 
has been, in this respect, an extraordinary battle. 
Lieutenant B. K. Meade is, certainly unhurt. Pre- 
parations have been made to resist the landing of 
troops upon Morris Island, if it should be attempted 
to-night; but, after the cowardly abandonment of 
Major Anderson, no fears are entertained of any such 
movement. The Confederate troops will take posses* 
sion of Fort Sumter to-night. 

<< [To the AisociAied Press.] 

"furthbe particulars. 

" Charlestoh, April 14. — ^Negotiations for the aar- 
render of Fort Sumter were completed last night, aad 
Major Anderson and his command will evacuate it tiiis 
morning. They will embark in the war- vessel now off 
ike Imit. When the fort was in flames^ and Anderson 
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could only fire at long intervals, the men in the Con- 
federate batteries cheered at every shot, but looked 
defiance at the vessels of war which rode outside the 
b€u: without attempting to divert the force of a 
single battery. Two of Anderson's men were slightly 
wounded. 

"second despatch. 

" Charleston, AjyrU 14.— The steamer Isabel will 
take General Beauregard to Fort Sumter, which Major 
Anderson turns over to the Confederate States. An- 
derson and his men, it is reported, will proceed to New 
York in the steamer Isabel. 

."third despatch. 

"Charleston, April 14. — ^Fort Sumter has been 
turned over to General Beauregard, and Major Ander- 
son has been allowed to salute his flag. Fifty guns 
were fired from the parapet and casemates. He is em- 
barking on board the ' Isabel,' and will proceed to New 
York. 

"fourth despatch. 

" Charlbstok, Aprii 14. — ^A boat is just in from 
Fort Sumter, and brings intelligence that during the 
firing of the salute four of Major Anderson's men were 
mortally wounded by the bursting of two of the guns. 

"Charleston, April 14. — Last night a boat from 
one of the vessels outside communicated with General 
Simmons, in command of Morris Island, bringing the 
request that one of the steamers be allowed to enter the 
port for the purpose of taking away Major Anderson 
and his men. An armistice has been agreed upon, to 
continue until nine o'dodc this (Sunday) morning." 
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MAJOR ANBERSOITB OFFICIAL REFOHT. 

" Steamship Baltic, off Sasdt Hooic, 
April 1% 1861, 10.80. A.x., Tm F^T. 

''Having defended Fort Sumter for thirty-fouf 
Hours, until the quarters were entirely burnt, the medn 
gates destroyed by fire, the gorge-walls seriously 
injured, the magazine surrounded by flames and its 
door closed from the eflFects of heat, four biurels and 
three cartridges of powder only being available, fitnd 
no provisions remaining but pork, I accepted terms of 
evacuation ofifered by General Beauregard, — ^being the 
same ofifered by him on the 11th instant, prior to the 
commencement of hostilities, — and marched out of the 
fort on Sunday afternoon, the 14th instant, with colors 
flying and drums beating, bringing away company 
and private property, and saluting my flag with fifty 
guns, 

"EOBERT AnDEESOTT, 

Major let ArtiUery, c(yraT7umdi7ig. 
"Hon. Simon Cameron." 

A correspondent writing from Montgomery, Ala- 
bama, under date of April 13, 1861, says, — 

"MoNTOOMBRY, April 13. — Fort Pickeos was r^- 
fcarced last night. The news of the surrender of Fcwrt 
Sumter has been received with immense cheering. 
The streets are crowded, and the Confederate wid Pal- 
metto flags are flying, cannons firing, bells ringing, and 
great rejoicing." 

Such were the jubilant manifestations of secession- 
ists all over the Southern States at the downfall of the 
American Republic. We might extend our quotationa 
ad infinitum; but it would be useless* How was tbd 
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intelligence of the downfell of Fcart Sumter received by 
the secessionists of Virginia ? It was hailed with accla- 
mations of joy everywhere. Taking the town of Frede- 
ricksburg as a tolerably fair specimen Of the extrava- 
gances and ridiculous conduct of the secession element 
of the State generally, the reader may form a faint 
idea of what transpired there from the following edi- 
torials which we published in ihe number of the 
'' Christian Banner" of the 18th of April, 1861:— 

" On last Saturday evening the news of the surren- 
der of Fort Sumter was received by telegraphic de- 
spatch in Fredericksburg, — since which time the greatest 
excitement has prevailed, and it seems to continue 
unabated. 

." On the receipt of the news on Saturday evening, 
several guns were fired, the soldiers paraded the 
streets, several speeches were delivered, many cheers 
were given, and the doleful 'tiger groans' fell upon our 
ear like the deep mutterings of demons coming up from 
the regions of despair. At night bonfires were kindled, 
as if the actors in the drama were eager for light to 
see the downfall of the Bepublic and the departure of 
a nation's glory I Such is the progress of American 
civilization, such the character of American patriotism, 
soch the character of American Christianity, in Urn 
^ilightened nineteenth century! 

" Thoughtless children in their infancy, childhood, 
and ignorance may laiigh and skip and play while a 
dying mother lingers on the verge of eternity ; but as 
soon as the spirit takes its flight into the deep abyss 
unknown^ and the cold, lifeless body is laid low and 
eov^red up in the deep, dark, silent grave, and the 

22* 
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diilcbren find themadves scattered abroad, homeleaa^ 
pennileBB, and friendlessi thrown upon the cold charity 
of a hearUdBS world, among unfeeling and unaTrnpar* 
thizing strangers, — then they wake up to the sad and 
startling reality that they have lost a mother, a 
moth^'a protectioai, a mother's blessing, and a mother's 
love : no one to feel for and love them aa a mother did* 

'' In like manner men may make merry now, while our 
blessed oountry, the mother of us all, is convulsed and 
agonizing in the last throes of existence ; but as soon 
as she sleeps the sleep which knows no waking, we, her 
ungrateful children, will wake up to the sad and thrill^ 
ing reality that we have no country, tiie common nurs* 
ing-mother of us all, no peaceful, quiet home, no 
legacy, no inheritance to bequeath to our children to 
be handed down to posterity. The downfall of our 
county and the inauguration of civil war seem to us 
like the madness of men walking, aUve, wide awake, 
Into eternity. The thought is terrible beyond concep- 
tion. Angels might weep, and heaven veil herself in 
sackcloth and ashes, at the downfall of a country so 
great and powerful and prosperous as ours. Oould 
our own life be substituted as a sacrifice for the salva- 
tion of our blessed country, freely and quickly should 
the sacrifice be made. We ardently trust in Gtod that 
the knell of our country's ftmeral has not yet been 
sounded. We will still try to hope that she may y^ 
be saved. 

"Men who wijl break up their country, impelled by 
no higher and holier motives than cupidity, ambition, 
lust for honor, office, position, and power, may live in 
history, song, and oratory, but they will live only as 
beacons of infamy to all other treasonaUei wicked 9d* 
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venturers through aU ooming tame. Catiline, lives, and 
ao does Benedict^ Arnold,— but 'tis only in infamy. 
Their names are held in derision, scorn, and contempt 
by all patriots and good men everywhere." 

Let us now return to our investigation of llie inci- 
dental circumstances connected with the passage of the 
ordinance of secession by the Virginia Convention. 
The reader will bear in mind that the attack was made 
en Port Sumter by the authorities of the Confede- 
rate States, at Charleston, South Carolina, on Friday, 
the 12th day of April, 1861. Simultaneously with the 
attack on Port Sumter and the inauguration of civil 
war by the Confederate authorities at Charleston, the 
fi>llowing proclamation was issued by the President of 
the Confederate States of America at Montgomery, 
Alabama : — 

"proclamation by the presidbnt of the con- 
federate STATi;S of AMERICA. 

" Whereas, an extraordinary occasion has occurred, 
rendering it necessary and proper that the Congress 
of the Confederate States shall convene, to receive 
and act upon such communications as maybe made 
to it on the part of the Executive : 

''Kow, therefore, I, Jeflferson Davis, President of the 
Confederate States, do issue this my proclamation con- 
voking the Congress of the Confederate States for the 
transaction of business at the Capitol, in the city of 
Montgomery, on the twenty-ninth day of April, at 
twelve o'clock, noon, of that day, of which all who 
diall at that time be entitled to act as members of that 
h6^ are hereby required to take notice. 
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** Given under my hand and the seal of Ae Con- 
[l. s.] federate States, at Montgomery, this twelfdi 
day of April, Anno Domini 1861. 

"Jefferson Davis. 
"By the President 
"R. Toombs, Sefyretary of State'' 

The question naturally forces itself upon the mind 
of the reader, what 'extraordinary occasion' had 'oc- 
curred rendering it necessary smd proper' that President 
Davis should issue his proclamation on the 12tJi day <rf 
April for the convocation of the Congress of the 
Confederate States on the 29th day of April, 1861? 
Who can &il to discover and detect at a single glance 
the whole scheme devised, and the agendes and means 
to be used, to consumnitate a conspiracy against the 
commonwealth of Virginia and the Federal Govern- 
ment, black and base as hdl f 

President Davis hneWy and he knew well, that im- 
portant communications would be received by him, and 
that to make them valid, and at all popular with the 
people, they would have to receive the sanction of, 
the Confederate Congress. He knew that an ordi- 
nance of secession would be passed, by whifch Vir- 
ginia would be forced out of the Union. He knew 
that delegates, or commissioners, would be sent by the 
authorities at Richmond, whoever these authorities 
might be, to tie Virginia on to the Southern Confede- 
racy before the people of Virginia should have time to 
vote upon the action of the convention. He knew that 
Virginia would be literally filled with armed troops 
before the day of election on which the action of tiie 
Virginia Convention should be ratified or nulfifted hj 
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t&e popokr vote of tibd State. He Jcnew that the 
people of the State would be forced to Tote for the 
ratification of the action of the convention at the 
point o£ the bayonet. He knew that Bichmond would 
be his hsad^quarteray and he was maJdng his prepara- 
tions to remove there. He knew tiiat Virginia would 
be the great battle-field and the common burial-ground 
of this wicked, cruel, and infernal war. Yes, President 
Davis knew all these ikinge before he ifeued hie prth 
tiamatum for the oonvocation of the Congress of the 
Confederate States. 

The coUisicm between the two governmental author- 
ities was consummated 1 The Hon. Eoger A. Fryor 
lubd thoroughly effected the object and design of his 
infernal mission to iOharleston, South Carolina. The 
blow was struck at Fort Sumter on the 12th day of 
Apdl, 1861, and on the 13tii day (rf April, 1861, the 
fort was captured and turned over to General Beaure- 
gard by Major Anderson. On Tuesday, the 16th, after 
the downfall of Fort Sumter on Saturday, the 13th 
day of April, the secession convention met in Bich- 
mond. Eemember the words, "Fire on Fort Sumter, 
and Virginia is with youT' Pryor had told the au- 
thorities at Charleston that unless a collision between 
the troops of the Federal and Confederate Govern- 
ments could be effected, the Virginia Convention would 
never pass an ordinance of secession. We wish the 
reader especially to bear in mind that on Saturday, 
the 13th day of April, 1861, Fort Sumter fell; that 
on Tuesday, the 16th day of April, 1861, the secession 
convention met in the city of Richmond, Virginia ; that 
on Wednesday, the 17th day of April, 1861, the Vir- 
ginia Convention went into secret session; and that on 
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Thursday, the 18th day of April, Anno Domini 1861, 
the Virginia Convention, in secret Bession^ passed and 
forced upon the people of the State of Virginia an 
ordinance of secession, by which the State of Virginia 
was declared out of the Union. Virginia was doomed, 
— sacrificed on the altar of a sfet of ungodly, ambitious 
demagogues and traitors ! 

As further evidence that it was a part of the pro- 
gramme of the traitors of Virginia, in order to fully 
consummate their damnahU plot of treason against the 
State, to invite Jeff Davis and his armed troops into 
the State for the purpose of awing the people on the 
day of election into the ratification of the action of the 
Virginia Convention, we submit the following corres- 
pondence to the Richmond papers. 

"Montgomery, April 16. — General Pillow has just 
arrived with an offer to President Davis of a divisicm 
of Tennessee troops. 

" Everybody is delighted with the encouraging news 
firom Virginia. 

"The Cabinet here will wait for Lincoln's proclama- 
tion before taking further action. 

"Should Virginia unite with us, President Davis 
will vacate his seat at Montgomery, and Stephens will 
assume its duties. Davis will then make Bicfamond his 
head-quarters within ten days. Beauregard will be 
second in command. Bragg can take care of Pen- 
sacola. 

"The Cabinet read Lincoln's proclamation amidst 
bursts of laughter. • 

" The Secretly of War authorizes the statement that 
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ihiriy-two tliaa&and more troops will be called oat to* 
day to meet Linooln'a men." 

Oa the above correspondence we made the following 
remarks, which were published in the number of the 
"Christian Banner*' of April 18, 1861 :— 

''Civil war is inaugurated, and Bichmond is to be 
the head-quarters of President Davis. Why is the 
seat of war transferred from the Qulf States to Vir- 
ginia? Has not Virginia used every effort to avert a 
civil war and to save, if possible, the whole country 
from ruin? Why, then, make Richmond the head- 
qoarters of a long-protracted civil war, and Virginia 
the common battle-ground? Such would be the state 
of universal excitement tiiat business of all kinds, 
in towns and cities, would be brought to a perfect 
stand-still, and all agricultural and &rming operations 
would, of necessity, become to a very alarming extent 
aeglected* A long-protracted civil war would devas- 
tate Virginia and reduce her to a state oi complete 
deacdation. It is horrible to think oi, much less to 
realize. 

" If the people oi Virginia wish to vote themselves 
into a dvil war, into a common ruin, — tiieir territory 
iato a slau^ter^pen of blood and death and all the 
horrors concomitant upcm a civil war, — ^let them go to 
the ballot-box and do it. Does Virginia wish to pre- 
dpitate herself into ihe gulf of irreparable^ ruin ? Xa 
she prepared for 9k catastrophe so awfully horrible and 
revolting ? Surely not I" 

, On the very day the above editorial r^oiarks wera 
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pabli^ed in tlie ^ChiiBtiaa Bsimer/' tiie prcUunoe ci 
secession was paased in the Virginia Convention aiiA 
forced upon the citizens of the State. One undisturbed 
halo of glory had surrounded the seeeisimonistB of 
Fredericksburg from the time they received the n&tm 
of the taking of Fort Sumter up to the time that the 
joyful tidings of the passage of the ordinance of se- 
oession by the Virginia Convention sounded in iheir 
ears ; and then they became absolutely intcderabku The 
reign of terror then commenced in eameit Worthless 
men, and little secesh boys who had hardly doffed their 
infant rags, felt fully authorized, being tolerated by 
pc^ular opinion and legally indemnified hf the ordi- 
nance of the convention, to offer all kinds of insults 
and indignities to Union men. Immediatdy it waa 
proclaimed publidy on the streets that titere waa 
no need of an election by the people ; that Virginia 
had seceded; that the members of the conventicm 
voted unanimously, with the exception of five or siz,— * 
and two or three of these were absent, and would cer*^ 
tainly have voted for the ordinance had they beea 
present; that no man would dare to vote in oppositiodv 
to the ratification of the ordinance; that tar and 
feathen and sharp fence-rails would be liberally ap- 
plied to all Umon-shriekerB, subrnd^ionigU, imd eid 
Li^ifuxlnitei, who might any longer dare to ezj^reu aa 
(pinion favorable to the ''hatful old flag of tiM 
Union" or that the Federal Gbvemment should be sus- 
tained. It is absolutely impossible &r any oae who 
was not an eye and ear witness, and who was not a 
subject of the infernal goadings continually infilictdd 
on Union men by the silent and open insinuations, 
iaaoltSi and indignitiaB of men,, wraien, add chihken, 
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W Harm imy eorrect idea of tiie intolerant wad yia* 
dictive i^rit manifested, £uid the ridiculous eztrava^ 
gances to which secessionists, in their treasonable 
madness, vF&ce driren. It vxu hdl all over, inside and 
eutdde^ 

With secessionists it was a perfect jubilee, a time 
of great imd universal rejoicing, surpassing in extrava- 
gsmt manifestations of joj and gladness those of the 
c^dren of Israel on their return to Jerusalem after a 
captivity and bondage of seventy years in Babylon. 
Exclamations like the following were heard in all 
directions: — -"Thank Gtod, we are free once morel" 
'•' We h^ve thrown off the iron yoke of old Abe lin- 
CdnT' ^' Thank God, we are once more a free and 
independent people I" "God and South Carolina be 
{Hrmsed for tiiB work they have done !" " Thanks be 
to God, we am breathe free and easy now, since we 
have gotten our rights and liberty once more 1'^ " Who 
bat fools, submissionists, and trait<»r8 to the South, 
would refuse to be freemen, and submit to be tied on to 
the tail-^id of a N<»:them Confederacy of black-hearted 
Aboliti<ffiists, and the minions of old Abe Xdncoln?'' 

The vw lawyers, demagogues, and politicians made 
congratulatory speeches: yes, the little orators swelled, 
rp¥ed, ranted, tip-toed, threw back their heads, opened 
their mouths, and at the top of their voices bawled 
out, " EeUow-citLBess I Glorious news from Kichmond ! 
The conv^tion has passed an ordinuice of secession, 
and Virgpjiia once more is free I We have rent the^ 
chains of Black Bepublican despotism, and dashed them 
from ufi forever I" Then the crowds would almost 
ailenpe the artillery of h^ven with tiieir thundering 

2S 
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vociferations of, "Huzza ! huzza ! huzza I for the coa- 
ventionT' "Fellow-citizens, we are now a free and 
independent people ! Virginia has declared her sove- 
reignty, and the Old Dominioriy the 'Mother of States 
and of Statesmen,' is redeemed ! Not old Abe Lin- 
coln, but Jefferson Davis of Mississippi, is our Presi- 
dent! Jefferson Davis henceforth shall be our leader! 
To his standard we will rally, and under his banner we 
will march ! He will lead the Confederate army in 
triumph to Washington City ! to Baltimore ! to Riila- 
delphia! to New York ! to Boston! and will plant the 
Confederate standard and unfurl to the breeze tiie 
Palmetto flag over the Capitol of every State in Ycm- 
keedom/" Then the crowds would shout, "Huzza! 
huzza ! huzza for Jeff Davis !" 

This, reader, is only an imperfect sketch, a feint 
representation, of the ridiculous extravagancies and 
manifestations of despotism over the people perpe- 
trated by secessionists in Eastern Virginia. We were 
an eye and ear witness to the course pursued by th^ar 
in the town of Fredericksburg, and were, moreover, the 
subject of their taunts and ridicule for inore than 
twelve long months. We speak what we do know, 
and testify what we have seen, heard, and /eft. 

While secessionists in Virginia were manading the 
people at home, throwing around them the clmins of 
political and military despotism, preparing to force 
them to vote for the ratification of the OTdinanoe of 
secession when the day of electicai should arrive, what 
were Jeff Davis and his accomplices in tueason doing 
at Montgomery, Alabama? 

Bemember the vxyrds of the oorrespond^it writing 
from Montgomery under date of the 16di of April, the 
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very (lay that the secession oonvention met in Bicb- 
laimd: — " Everybody is delighted wiih the encouraging 
news from Virginia." What news was it from Vir- 
ginia which so much delighted everybody in Mont- 
gc«nery ? The jubilant effect produced upon the iecea- 
sionists of Virginia at the ooUision which had been 
brwight about between the Confederate and Fedend 
troops, and the downfall of Fort Sumter, and the 
certainty that ihe Virginia Oonv^tion would be 
broken up by an armed mob of secessionists unless 
that convention passed an ordinance of (^cession, and 
that a ^'Created body of dcoessumists would pass osi 
ordinance of secession and force Virginia out of the 
Union, In a word, the absolute and unconditional 
c^tainty that Virginia would be forced ovi of the 
JJrUon and tied on io the Southwn Confederacy try a 
set of political swindlers and traitors caused ** every- 
body" in Mon^omery to be delighted with the " en- 
oouraging news from Virginia." Bemember, like- 
wise/ that Greneral Pillow had just arrived with an 
offer to President Davis of a division of Tennessee 
troops; that, should Virginia unite with the Southern 
Confederacy, President Davis would vacate his seat at 
Montgomery, — would then make Bichmond his head- 
qncurters within ten days; Stephens would assume 
the duties of the vacated seat of Davis at Mont- 
gomery; Beauregard would be second in command; 
Bragg would take care of Pensaoda; the Cabinet i^ 
M<Hitgomery had read Lincoln's proclamation amidst 
bur^ of laughter, (quite dignifiea and patriotic for a 
cabinet of statesmen at the downfall £uid overthrow 
of their country!) thirty-two thousand more troc^ 
were to be called out to meet Lincoln's men. H^e 
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•waa the irhole programme laid out and sent to Bh^ 
mond two days in advance of the passage of iihe ordi- 
nance of secession by the Virginia Conventiwi! Was 
ever such villany, trickery, rascality, and damnable 
treason read of^ heard off or thought of, since &od 
made the world f As to the secession of Virginia^ 
there existed not a doubt in the minds of the membero 
of the Cabinet at Montgomery, because they knew ihc^ 
if the Virginia Convention could not be forced to pass 
an ordinance of secession, the called convention, conb- 
posed entirely 6f "true and reliable" secessionists, would 
v>9urp the authority and pass it themselves and l<»ro6 
Virginia out of the Union. 

A correspondent from Montgomery to theEichnicmd 
papers, under date of April SO, says, — 

"MoKTOOMERY, Ala., AprU 30.— fiiite^ thousand 
good troc^ have just started for Virginia. The ques- 
tion, whether the OcMifederate Government will remain 
here or move to Eichmond, is now under earnest con* 
sideration, and still pending. I will not tmdertake t6 
state the probabilities of the decision." 

The reader will bear in mind that the ordinance oi 
secession wob passed in the Virginia Convention <hi the 
18th day of April, 1861 ; and on the 30th day of April, 
1861, twelve days after the ordinance was passed by 
the convention, ''sixteen thousand good troops started** 
from Montgomery, Alabama, " for Virginia ;" and that 
the day of election, on which the citizens of the State 
of Virginia were to vote on the all-important question 
of ratification or no ratification of the action of ti^ 
convention, did not take place until the 23d day of 
May, 1861, being more than one whole month from the 
passage of the ordinance of secession by the ocmvaitian 
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to Hke tiin» when the ydt« was tobe (akenby tIioo£tiMiiB 
of the State ; and this time, too, was given, not that the 
people might coolly and deliberately decide on a qoea- 
tion involying the whole of their worldly ilntereets, and 
perhs^, Hkewiie, their eternal deetinies, bat icx the 
purpose of giving time and opportunity to the au- 
thorities of the , Confederate States to crowd armed 
troops into Virginia, to be ready to awe the dtisens of 
^e State into sithmisdum on the day of election. We 
ask if this was fair play« Was it not a usurpation of 
authority? Was it not wresting the power from the 
people of Virginia, and placing it in tiie hands of a few 
petty tyrants, a few infernal traitors? 

As early as the 5th of May, 1861, the ^* Lynchburg 
Virginian" said, — 

'^Six additional oompanies of the 3d Regiment of 
Alabama Volunteers arrived in this city about five 
o'clock yesterday morning. The entire regiment is 
now here, together with aJl its ofiicers, except Ccdooel 
WiUi^rs. Lieutenant-Colondl Lomax arrived with the 
men yesterday." 

Begiments of troops from Texas, Arkansas, South 
Carolina, Georgia, Mississippi, and NorUi Carolina, ar- 
rived in Fredericksburg early in the month of May, long 
before the day of diection. Why were thousands on thou* 
sands dT armed tnx^ from all ihd eecededSteUea hurried 
into Virginia, and stationed in all the important cities, 
towns, and villages, before the people of the State had 
even voted on the question of ratification or no ratifi- 
cation ? Why were thousands of armed troops staticmed 
at Bichm<md, Petersburg, Lynchburg, Fredericksburg, 
Norfolk^ Portsmouth, Hap^ton, Yorktown, Williams- 
burg, Alexandria, Harper's Ferry, &a &(i. ? Who is 

23* 
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80 blind luid stupid as not to be able to perceive the 
whole design at a single glance? The design was^ to 
awe Virginia at the point of the bayonet into submis- 
sion, on the day of election, to vote for the ratification 
of the ordinance of secession. If five thousand votes 
had not been cast by the citizens of the State, on tiie 
day of election, for the ratification of the ordinance, still 
Virginia would have been forced out of the Union by 
foreign votei and mUitarT/ forces. Who knows, to 
this day, the numb^ of votes polled on the 23d day of 
May, 1861? The official returns, if ever received at 
Richmond, ih» head-quarters of treason, were nev^r pub- 
lished to the world. Virginia was declared out of the 
Union by a large majority of votes vclvantarily given 
by her citizens; which wdSf and w, and wHlforeseT re- 
main a slander and libd blade as hell upon the citizens 
of the State of Virginia. 

When the candidates were elected to the Vir^nia 
Convention, tiiere was a majority of sixty thousand 
votes cast for the Union, and a large portion of tbede 
voters were in favor of the Union on the 23d day of 
May, 1861. Men were made to vote the secession 
ticket by force of circumstances, and influences whidi 
they could not control. Influential secessioniBts told 
th^ neighbors that, unless they voted for secession, 
nether they nor their children could ever commaDd 
any standing or position in the country; that ^taf 
would be brought under the ban of public censure 
and would always be regarded as traitors and torieff 
and would become odious as were the tories and 
traitors of the Revolutionary War ; that their property 
would be confiscated, taken from them and given to tbe 
Southern Confederacy; that the damnsd YanlMf 
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W6i]ld come and take their negroee, if they liad any, 
and, if ihej had none, they would take tbem^ their 
wiTea and children^ and make slayes of them all ; that 
the Yankees would come and insult their wives, out- 
T&gt tiieir daughters, rob them of all their property, 
and play iSie devU generally. If they wished to 
frighten the Yankees, make the Federal Qorennn^ai 
'*back down," and avoid civil war, "go and vote for 
geceesion/' If they wished to stand fair in society, and 
command respectability in the. communities in whi<^ 
they might live, ^'go and vote for secession/' If they 
dkl not wish to be damned U> infarm/ themselves, and 
consign thdr children to the scorn and contempt of sJl 
mankind, "go and vote for the ordinance of secession.'' 
If tiiey wished to keep their 9nug little &rms and com* 
Ibrtable homes, and Aeir little property of whatevw 
kind they had collected around them, "go and vote &r 
secession." If they wished to keep themselves and 
their diildren from becoming slaves to old Abe lincoln, 
'^gb and vote for secession." If they wished to sav« 
th^r wives and daughters from the insults and injuries 
of the vandals of the North, "go and vote for seces* 
sion." If they wished to keep the Yankees from steal- 
ing and tiddng away their negroes, "go and vote for 
secession." If they wished to permanently establish 
the glorious institoticm of African slavery, "go and 
vote for secession." If they wished to get rich, edw- 
eate tiieir children, associate with the first fafkiUa cf 
VtrffiTiia, roll and shine in splendor in the worid, *'go 
mid vote for secession." If they wished to throw off 
the j€kb of serfdom to old Abe Lincoln, and be free* 
man, independent, haj^y, and prosperous, "go and vot* 
Imt seoessiiHt/' If they wished to liye m the Southen 
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Ocmfederacy, und^ the purest, wisest, and best ftwm 
of government in the world and in the greatest country 
on earth, "go and vote for secession." If they wished 
to escape the horrors of civil war, and wanted a peace^ 
able separation, "go and vote for secession." If they 
were true and pure Democrats, and wished Democratia 
doctrines to prevail, — ^and, unless they did prevail, the 
country could not be saved, — "go and vote for seces- 
sion." Unless they had turned traitors to their party, 
and had forsaken the good old DemocrcUic principles 
of their fathers, "go and vote for secession." K they 
wished, or expected, either themselves or their dbildren 
ever to fill any office of wealth or honor, either in the 
civil or military d^artments in the Southern Confede- 
racy, " go and vote for secession." If they were friends 
to good old Virginia and her noble institutions, "go 
wad vote for secession." Unless they intended to turn 
traitors to their native State, the Old Dominion, the 
mother of States and of statesmen, in this her great 
and grand struggle for freedom and independence, "go 
and vote for secession." If they were friends to the 
South and to Southern rights and institutions, "go and 
vote for secession." If they were not traitors, Aboli- 
tionists, and Union-shriekers, "go and vote for see^- 
sion/' If they were not submissionists, and did not wish 
to become the vassals of Lincoln's despotism, " go and 
vote for secession." If they were not old lAneolnites^ 
and did not want to be tied on to the tail-end of thi 
Northern Confederacy, with an old rail-splitter at its 
head, "go and vote for secession." And, finally, if 
they wanted to hold on to all their rights and institu* 
tions, political, religious, social, moral, and d<HneBtiei 
real and imaginary, and especially to the institutions of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MB mutE BAxmincm. 573 

Afriean davefry and Breckmriige loec^ocoism, wliidi 
two institutions embodied all blessings, human and di- 
vine, past, present, and future, for this world and all 
worlds to come, for all time and through all eternity, 
"then go and vote for secession, like men." 

Such, reader, were some of the influences which were 
brought to bear on the action of the people of Virginia 
prior to the day of election; in addition to which, bear 
in mind that at least one hundred and fifty thousand 
armed troops from the seceded States were stationed at 
all the important points in Virginia, prepared to aii^e 
the people into submission. 

And as to the vote in the Virginia Convention, 
we were told that it was unanimous, — there being only 
iSjome five or six members who did not vote for Hie or- 
dinance of secession ; yet when, subsequently, the in- 
junction of secrecy was removed from the acts of that 
convention, it was ascertained that there were about 
forty-seven members of the convention who never did 
vote for the passage of the ordinance at all. And this 
was another damnable swindle, — a downright imposi- 
tion on the people of Virginia. 

No sooner had the convention forced the passage of 
the ordinance of secession than it set to work to tie 
Virginia forcibly on to the Southern Confederacy; to 
accomplish which, commissioners were appointed by the 
convention and hastened off to Montgomery, to make 
sale of Virginia in^ the quickest time and on the best 
terms possible. The Eichmond "Examiner" of aboirt 
May 1, 1861, contained the following editorifid in rela- 
tion to the delegates who were appointed to the Ccm- 
gress of the Confederate States : — 
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"DELEGATES TO CONGRESS. 

"The convention, on Monday, appointed the follow- 
ing gentlemen delegates to the Congress of the Con- 
federate States :■ — 

"E. M. T. Hunter, Tide-Water. 

" Wm. C. Eives, Piedmont. 

"Judge Brockenbrough, Valley. 

" Judge Camden, Northwest. 

" W. E. Staples, Southwest. 
"Two of the State's representatives in the Peace 
Conference were elected, — Rives and Brockenbrough, — 
while Mr. Sedden, one of the wisest heads and the most 
patient hearts that Virginia contains, the third mem- 
ber of the Peace Conference not in the convention, was 
nominated and rejected. So, it seems, were Mr. Jea- 
kins and Abdiel, always ' faithful found,' in the north- 
west of the State, and Mr. Bocock on the other side of 
it In their places the convention chose a Mr. Staples 
and a Mr. Camden. What they are, the convention 
only knows. All we can learn of them is the general 
report that they were microscopic, but very venomous, 
submissionists some time ago. If they now are any 
thing better, we shall be very glad; but at present it 
would appear that this delectable body that contintWB 
to rule over us, and will long rule over us, has chosen 
for Virginia's embassy to the South three enemies and 
two friends of the Confederacy ;- and this will be th© 
fitting finis of a session which should be remembered 
as one of the most remarkable chapters of parlia- 
mentary iniquity ever recorded in history." 

In the number of the " Christian Banner" of May 2, 
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1861, we published the following editorial remarks on 
the above article of the " Examiner" ; — 

" Is it not an alarming usurpation of authority that 
the Virginia Convention should have appointed gentle- 
men to the Congress of the Confederate States at all? 
Was this the purpose for which the convention was 
called ? We did not so understand it. Is it not an 
alarming usurpation of power that the convention 
should unite tiie destinies of the Old Dominion with 
the * Confederate States of America' before the vote of 
the citizens of the State is taken on the question? 
Are a million of freemen to be bartered and sold, and 
handed over to other authorities, without being con- 
sulted, and without their knowledge or consent, by a 
convention of men elected by the people to transact 
other and different matters? If we understand the 
subject, the convention was called together to decide on 
the policy as to the passage of an ordinance of seces-' 
sion or non-secession : after which, the action of the 
convention was to be referred back to the sovereign 
people for their ratification or rejection. The whole 
matter is pre-arranged and virtually fixed, and then 
the people are called on to vote for cdl the questions 
together I If this be the beginning of our new order 
of things, what will the end be?" 

Already had the Virginia Convention not only passed 
tm ordinance of secession and sent delegates to the 
Ocmgress ci the Confederate States, but had actually 

** Resolved f That the President of the Ccmfederate 
States, and the constitutional authorities of the Con* 
federacy, be, and they are hereby, cordially and respect- 
felly invited, whenever in their opinion the pubKc in- 
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^6it or oopTemeoce may require^ i1^ to make the jc^ 
of Bichmond, or some other place in this State, tbo 
seat of the government of the Confederacy." 

The Richmond " Examiner" sard, — 

" The presaice of Jefferson Davis in Richmond wouM 
be worth an army of fifty thoussuid men. He is the 
man for this hour. He would be obeyed. He could 
inspire confidence, and order, and energy everywhere. 
With others our troops will fight, and perhaps win tiie 
battle ; but with him the victory would be sure, and 
chance certain." 

The reader cannot fail to observe the keen thrust the 
*' Examiner" makes at the "very venomoiw submissio©- 
ists," £tfid the "three enemies of the Confederacy," 
as also the thrust it makes at the whole txmventiai 
when it says, " This will be tiie fitting finis of a sessioa 
which should. be remembered as cme of the most re* 
markable chapters of parliamentary iniquity ever re* 
oorded in history." Why this editorial reflection on 
the reputation of Rives, Camden, and Staples ? Simply 
because they were " some time ago very venomous sub* 
missionists," or, in other words, Union men. This, with 
the "Examiner," was sufficient evidence to oonviot 
them as being enemies of the Confederacy, and whidi 
should pditically damn them to infamy. The " Ex- 
aminer" opposed any one holding office in the Souihera 
Confederacy whose antecedents on the question of 
recession were not above suspicion. Hence, also, the 
" Exa9iiner's" reflections on ^e c(Hiventio9, an over* 
whelming majority of the members of which were 
Union men or " venomous submissionists" up to the 
time of the attack on Fort Sumter. The "Examiner" 
had great £aath in Jeff Davis^ because he was an origiQ4 
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itoeeasiteia^ and if he wotkld only come to Eiobmond 
and issue his mandates '' he would be obeyed/' His 
" presence in Richmond would be worth an army of 
fifty thousand men" in subjugating the State of Vir- 
ginia! Well^ Jeff Davis came to Eichmond, and 
brought with him his vast army, and had all his troops 
scattered over the State on the day of election, — ^which, 
however, was no&ing more thc^ a mock-election ; for, 
kmg in advance <^ the day on which the vote of the 
State was to be taken, the Democratic press of the 
South denounced every man who might dare to vote 
for the Union as being a traitor and an Abolitionist, 
who should bei hung or else driven out of the South, 
And if they remained at home on the day of election, 
thus refusing to vote for secession, it would be evidence 
sufficient to convict them of having sympathy for the 
"old detestable Union," and they, too, should be driven 
out of the South, and all their property should be con- 
fiscated. And the Eichmond ''Examiner" declared 
tiiat all who " professed recent conversion to secession 
were hypocrites," and of course ought not to be trusted. 
, Such, kind reader, were the coercive agencies and 
influences employed to force Virginia out of the Union 
and to utter ruin. Nor was this all. Civil war was 
already inaugurated in Virginia. Qosport Navy- Yard, 
at Norfolk, Virginia, was already seized by the Con- 
federate authorities, and the munitions of war were 
secured in great quantities, while thousands of troops 
waere coastantly being sent from the South to Norfolk 
and Portsmouth. Bead the following despatches : — 
. "Norfolk, April 20, 1861. — The navy-yard was 
fired at one o'clock this morning, and the two ship- 
hou«8A. sail and riggina lofts, and the marine-barracks 
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destroyed, togeilier with the sUpe ^TeBxaybnxasi' 
'Columbia,' 'Baritan/ 'Gtermantown/ 'Ddij^in/ aad 
'New York.' 

'' Every cannon was spiked, and all the small-arms 
destroyed. (}oeport is now in flames. The Federal 
troops have escaped in the 'Cumberland' and 'Pawnee.' 
Three naval officers are under arrest in Norfolk." 

*'AprU 21, 1861.— The 'Pawnee' left this mining 
at four o'clock. She is now at Old Point. The ' Cum- 
berland' could not pass the obstructions. Before leav- 
ing, the infamous scamps fired the navy-yard, and the 
' Pennsylvania' is now in a mass of ruins." 
* About this time, also, the following despatch was 
received by Governor Letcher of Virginia, which seemed 
to favor the general impression among the secessionists 
of Virginia that there would be a tiniversal ground^ 
9weU of the secessionists of Maryland, and that she 
would be out of the Union and into the Southern Con* 
federaet/ in the shortest conceivable time, and that the 
insurgents of Maryland and Jeff Davis and his army 
would form a junction in Washington City, depose the 
Government authorities, and take possession of Wash- 
ington. 

" Alexandria, April 22.— Lieutenant- Charles Car* 
roll Simms, late of the U. S. Navy, and attached to the 
Navy-Yard at Washington until one o'clock to-day, has 
just arrived here, and reports that reliable in&rmatkm 
has reached Washington that the 7th Eegimentof Nenr 
York was literally cut to pieees this morning, betweea 
Annapolis and Marlborough, by ihe Maryland troops. 
"C. K Stewam, 

" Cdond 175th Beffimm:' 
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Tke night on wliidi the news was received at tlia 

Fredericksburg Railroad depot of the destruction of 

Go^x)rt Navy- Yard, and that the 7th Regiment erf 

New York waa UteraUy cut to pieces, we were present, 

and listened to two enthusiastic speeches which were 

d^vered to the crowd at the depot hj two rampant^ 

original secession orators^ who had just arrived irom 

Richmond with the ''glad tidings." At the dose of 

the last speech, after the def^ening roar of the loud 

hxtzzas had partially died away, a fiendish shout waa 

raised in the crowd, with the cry, "Where's Major 

Williams?" " Where's Major Williams T " Yes, God 

damn him" was respcmded, "where is he?" "Where 

18 he ?" " Damn him, let's tar-and-feather him and ride 

him on a fence-rail !" Not knowing but that our turn 

would come next, and having left Major Williams in 

our office when we started to the depot to learn the 

Dews, we hastened back to our office, it being on Maia 

Street, only about two squares from the depot, and re^ 

ported to the major what had occurred at the depot. 

Being fearful that they might come to our office in 

search of him, in the event they went to his house and 

could not find him at home, as he frequently visited us, 

which was known by many, we proposed to him to 

spend the night with us, which offer he uxjiesitatingly 

accepted, and, conducting him through a back room 

out of our office and up two flights of stairs, he was 

soon ensconced in a warm bed in our dwelling, and 

thus spent the night. Major Williams was a Union 

man, and was subsequently arrested and confined in 

prison for at least six months, only having received 

his discharge in the month of October, 1862, being 

exdianged £or secession prisoners whom the Federal 
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aaih<»rities arrested in Prederieksburg and lodged ui 
lie Old Capitol at Washington City. The major fre^ 
quently visited us in Washington City after his release, 
during the time we remained there a refugee; and the 
story he relates of the sufferings d Union citizens 
while in priscm is most revolting. We believe his 
report, because we know him to be a man of truth and 
perfectly reliable. 

We state this circumstance that the reader may 
be advised of the violent opposition and vindictive 
feelings which were manifested by secessionists towards 
Union men in Fredericksburg and throughout Virginia 
at least one month in advance of the election for the 
ratification or rejection of the ordinance of secession 
by the citizena of the State. 

In further evidence of the truth of our statements 
in this work, read the following correspondence from 
Lynchburg, Va., which we published in the numbOT 
of the '' Christian Banner" of April 25, 1861 :— 

"ANDY JOHNSON SALUTED IN LYNCHBimG. 

"Lynchburo, Va. — Andy Johnson, late United 
States Senator from Tennessee, passed through h^^ to- 
day on his way from Washington to Tennessee. A large 
crowd assembled and groaned him and offered every 
indignity he deserved, — ^including pulling his nose. 
Every effort was made to take him off the cars. 

" The demonstrations were first suggested by Tennes- 
«eeans. Great difficulty was experienced in restraining 
the populace. Johnson was protected by the con- 
ductor and others, who begged that he mi^t be p«f* 
mitted. to proceed home and 1^ his own people iesi, 
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with him. He denied sending a message asserting 
that Tennessee should famish her quota of m^i." 

From the above the reader will discover that even 
United States Senators who were in favor of the 
Union could not pass through the State of Vir- 
ginia to their homes and families in other States 
without being in danger of crowds of armed mobs 
offering every indignity and insvU to them, including 
the putting of their noses. They groaned him; they 
offered every indignity he deserved, including the 
pulling of his nose; every effort was made to take 
him off the cars. Why did Senator Johnson merii 
all this abuse ? Simply because he was a patriot, 
loyal to his country. Why, or for what purpose, 
did they wish to take him off the cars, but to do 
violence to his person ? Be it remembered that Ten- 
nesseeans were the first to make demonstrations of 
every sort of insult and to offer all kinds of indignities 
to United States Senators on Virginia soil. This was 
one of the great designs the Confederate authorities had 
in view in sending troops from other States into Vir- 
ginia, — ^to make demonstrations of insults and to offer 
indignities to Union men. Why did not the military 
and civil authorities protect Senator Johnson ? Because 
this would, perhaps, have thrown a damper on other 
large crowds, who subsequently m^ht wish to offer 
insults and indignities to Union men. The conductor 
and others begged that he might be permitted to go 
home, and let his own people deal with him. Begged 
that a United States Senator might be permitted/ 
permiUed to go h<yme I Great God ! Was ever such 
inflolence known ? And that, too, in Old Virginia, " the 
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Mother of States and of Statesmen," and in tbe town <rf 
Lynchburg! And all this damnable despotism ww 
acted out in Virginia a month in advance of the vote 
of the people on the action of the convention. 

As we have already said, thousands of armed troopi 
were sent from the seceded ^tes to crush Virgini%^ 
to force her out of the Union, — to establish a military 
despotism over the people, — to awe them into servilesub- 
mission to the infernal conspiracy of Davis aod his baad 
of traitors. This was the freedom, the independeaoe, 
of the people of Virginia and of* the whole Southern 
Confederacy. These were the men who denounced the 
despotism of the " Idnooln Government" and the " ty- 
ranny of the old infernal TJmxmi" These were the men 
who shouted against eoercum, — ^who boasted of tiie 
liberty of the press, the liberty of speech, the Hber^ 
of action, — all of which simply meant that everybody 
had to write, speak, and act precisely in harmony with 
all that the original secessionists wrote, spoke, and did, 
and nothing else ; and this wss freedom I Yes, tiie free- 
dom of slaves, the freedom of serfe, — and the only free- 
dom exercised by the j>e()pZ« with inqaunity within the 
Southern Confederacy since its organizaticm. (Jod 
knows it, and the people in the Southern Confederacy 
know it, and they will tell the thrilling story to lie 
world when the time comes. Talk about the "tjrnuiny 
of the North," the "despotism of the Lincoln Govern- 
ment" I Where is greater despotism to be found tiiis 
side of hell, than that which has been, and now is being, 
exercised over the poor, swindled, down-trodden peopU 
in the Southern Confederacy ? Every vestige of free- 
dom — every right and privilege— have been wrested 
from tiiem, and th^i these God-forsaken, heav^i-dariiig, 
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liell-deservifig traitors preemne to deliver kotores aad 
unite essays to and for the dear pec^le, setting f(»rth 
the horrors of the " despotism of the North/' — " the 
tyranny of the Lincoln Gbvenunent," — " the despotic 
Government of the Old Union" I Absolutely, men 
who have never be^ goaded by the carses of secession 
cannot sympathise with those who have. Secession is 
tmmistakably the broad road and the wide gate which 
lead to destmction; taid thoosfuids there be who go in 
thereat. Secession is the shortest and most direct route 
to hell. 

Positively, secession is the most damnably a^ravating 
eurse by which m<»rtals can be goaded this side of the 
infernal regions. Seoessionfets forced the people by the 
most terrible threats of every evil on earth, and that, too, 
at the point of the bayonet, to go tod vote for the rati- 
fication of the acts of the Virginia Convention, to the 
end that they might " hit them in the teeth with it" in all 
tim^ to come. The l^idws in this rebellion, who forced 
the people to submit to their will and pleasure, and who 
forced Virginia out of the Union, are themselves now 
submitting to the will and pleasure of their own ala/ves, 
and to many other things, of which they had never 
dreawned when,'two years ago, they were anatiiematizing 
Union men and shouting hosannas to Jeff Davis, "King 
Cotton," and the everlasting " nigger." If they shall 
prove successful in ruining all others and the whole 
country, they themselves will be ruined in the end. 
This is right and just in the sight of all heaven. The 
leaders are the ones on whom the whole curse of this 
war should fall, if it were possible. 

A^in, on the 17th day of April, 1861, one day in 
advance of the passage of the ordinance of secession \j 
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the Virginia Convention, Governor Leteher iaaued ihe 
following proclamation : — 



BY THE GOVERNOR OF VIRGINIA— A PROCLAMATION. 

" Whereasy seven of the States formerly composing a 
part of the United States have, by authority of their 
people, solemnly resumed the powers granted by them 
to the United States, and have framed a Constitution and 
organized a Government for themselves, to which the peo- 
ple of those States are yielding willing obedience, and have 
so notified the President of the United States by all the 
formalities incident to such action, and thereby become 
to the United States a separate, independent, and fc^eign 
power; and whereas the Constitution of the United 
States has invested Congress with the sole power " to 
declare war," and, until such declaration is made, the 
President has no authority to call for an extraordinary 
force to wage offensive war against any foreign power; 
and whereas, on the 16th instant, the President of the . 
United States, in plain violation of the Constitution, 
issued a proclamation calling for a force of seventy-five 
thousand men to cause the laws of the United States 
to be duly executed over a people who are no longer a 
part of this Union, and, in said proclamation, threatens 
to exert this unusual force to compel obedience to his 
mandate; and whereas the General Assembly of Virginia^ 
by a majority approaching to entire unanimity, declared, 
at its last session, that the State of Virginia would con- 
sider such an exertion of force as a virtual declaration 
of war, to be resisted by all the power at the commayad 
of Virginia, and, subsequently, the convention now in 
seesion, representing the sovereignty of this State,' has 
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iBiArmed, in substance, the same poHcj^ with almost 
equal unanimity; and whereas the State of Virginia 
deeply sympathizes with the Southern States in the 
wrongs they have suffered and the position they have 
assumed, and having made earnest efforts peaceably 
to comprom»e the differences which have severed the 
Union, and having failed in that attempt, through this 
unwarrsmted act on the part of the President, and it 
is believed that the influences which operated to pro- 
duce this proclamation against the seceded States will 
be brought to bear upon thia commonwealth if die 
should exercise , her undoubted right to resume the 
powers granted by her pec^le, and it is due to the honor 
of Virginia that an improper exercise of force against 
her pec^le should be repelled : 

^* Therefore J I, John Letcher, Governor of the Com« 

monweal^ of Virginia, have thought proper to order 

all volunteer regiments or companies within this State 

forthwith to hold tiiemselves in readiness for immediate 

orders, and, upon the rec^>tion of this proclamation, to 

r^rt to the Adjutant-General of the State their oi^n- 

ization and numbers, and prepare themselves for efficient 

service. Such companies as are not armed and equipped 

will rep<M:t Ihat fact, that they may be properly supplied. 

" In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my 

hand, and caused the seal of the Oommcm- 

[L.S.] wealth to be affixed, this 17th day of April, 

1861, and in the eighty-fifthyear of the Gcun^ 

monwealth. John Lstchee." 

Did the Constitution of Virginia authorize "the 
General Assembly" of that State to "declare at its 
last session, by a majority approaching to entire unani-' 
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mity, that the State of Virginia would consider B^ack 
an exertion of force a virtual declaration of war, to 
be resisted by all the power at the command of Vir- 
ginia? Was this declaration of '*tiie Greneral As- 
sembly" ever brought out squarely and publicly and 
explained to the people of Virginia? Was the vote of 
the sovereign people of the State ever taken on this 
question? And did one- tenth part of the vot«« 
in the State ever understand this declaration, or even 
know that it had ever been made by the Legisla- 
ture? Why did "the General Assembly" of Virginia 
make this declaration so far in advance of the diffi- 
culties which subsequently were so suddenly sprung 
upon the country, if not to forestall and ignore the in- 
telligence, will, and power of the people? Was not this 
dedaration on the part of the General Assembly vir- 
tual secession f And was it not a direct invitation to 
the Gulf States to secede, and to make Virginia and 
the other border States the battle-ground of this un- 
godly war? They say to the rebellious States, Secede,. 
if you wish, and we will stand between you and the 
authority of the United States Government, and, if 
that Government attempts to enforce the laws, we will 
protect you by resisting the enforcement of the laws 
"by all the power at the command of Virginia :" there 
shall be no coercion. Of what use are the laws of the 
Government if they are not to be observed and en- 
forced? The trickery, treachery, and treason of that 
accursed locofoco General Assembly of Virginia were 
damnable! 

And by what authority did " the convention now in 
session, representing the sovereignty of this State, re- 
affirm in substance the same policy with almost equal 
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imanimity"? Was this the obj^t for which the oon^ 
vention was called? No: it was not, nor did th^ 
people so understand it. Was not the reaffirmation 
of the declaration of the "Gtenercd Assembly" by the 
convention virtual secession, and an unqualified invita- 
tion to the Gulf States to secede and make Virginia 
the slaughter-field of tliis shocking rebellicm? The 
convention, in reaffirming the declaration of the "Gene- 
ral Assembly," virtually says to the Gulf States, Secede, 
and we will stand between you and all danger: our 
territory shall become the common battle-ground, and 
we will fight your battles for you. These declarations 
and reaffirmations in time of peace, even had they been 
submitted to the people, would have passed unnoticed 
and uncared-for by the great majority of them, because 
they did not understand them, nor the design for which 
they were thrust upon them. The object and design 
of the leaders, however, were to get the people fully 
committed on all subjects which would aid them in the 
overthrow of the Republic. 

If there were a majority of the people in Virginia 
"approaching to entire unanimity" in favor of resisting 
the enforcement of the laws of the United States Grov- 
emment, why did the electors of the Bell and Douglas 
parties take for their motto during the Presidential 
campaign of 1860, "The Union, the Constitution, and 
enforcement of the laws"? And what did the poli- 
tk^al editors, the advocates of these two parties, mean 
when they headed the columns of their journals with 
the motto, "The Union, the Constitution, and en- 
forcement of the laws"? Did they mean nothing? 

After all, it is evident that the members of these two 
dignified bodies were lamentably deficient either in 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THB CONSPIBACY UNVEIiKD. 

good sense or true patriotism, or both; and to the 
latter opinion we very strongly incline. 

By what authority did Governor Letcher in his pro- 
clamation affirm that "seven of the States formerly 
composing a part of the United States have, by author- 
ity of their people, solemnly resumed the powers 
granted by them to the United States" ? Did he not 
know that tte authority of the people of these States 
had been set aside and totally ignored by the leaders 
of these States? He did. And he knew also that at 
that very time the Legislature and Convention of Vir- 
ginia were trying to wrest all power from the people 
of Virginia. But why elaborate further on this ter- 
ribly black chapter in the political history of Virginia? 
The glory and honor, influence and dignity, power and 
greatness, of the Old Dominion, "the Mother of 
States and of Statesmen,'* is swiftly passing away. 

The conspiracy is unveiled. Virginia and the whole 
South are sacrificed. Awful is the responsibility of 
the leaders in this wholesale work of ruin and death, 
blood and carnage, and terrible is the retribution which 
awaits thenu 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

In the " Banner" of April 26, 1861, we published 
the following edit<Mial : — 

«* DIABOLICAL WICKEDNESS. 

"Having for months past anticipated with almost 
prophetic precision the inevitable results in the event 
of 'certain contingencies/ we are in mind prepared to 
meet the very worst that can befall our country and 
our feilow-citizens. 

"We have for more than twelve months been warn- 
ing our countrymen of the awful dangers ahead. The 
subject has borne with terrible weight upon our mind, 
both by day and by night, at home and abroad, in the 
sacred and secret retirements of life, and in the great 
congregation. Hence we are prepared to meet the 
very worst that can now come; and our constant and 
religious object in writing and conversing on this sub- 
ject as we have done, was, and is, if possible, to so 
influence the actions of our countrymen as to avert 
civil war, and, consequently, all its train of horrors ; 
and that, if we should ultimately fail to accomplish this 
object so devoutly wished, we might prepare the minds 
of our readers to look for the horrible calamities which 
must certainly befall them. 

"Having done all that we could do to secure peace 
to our country, we now feel in our heart that we have 
a clear and honest record before Heaven and earth, 
and, having acted faithfully and honestly, are, there- 

2d 
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fore, ready and willing to meet the issue, be tliat issoe 
what it may. 

" This is a war in which every one is individually 
interested to the extent of his earthly existence. If 
continaed, it will result in a war of extermination, as 
we have always predicted. Can it not yet be arrested? 
Shall a nation of Christians be butditered; to gratiff 
the xmhallowed and unbridled ambition of a few blood- 
thirsty tyrants and despots? Shall innocent females 
and diildren, aged fathers, and the youth, the young 
men, the flower and hope of our country, fall in one 
common ruin? What folly! what madness! what 
dialoUodl wvckedneBS /" 

GENERAL REMARKS. 
The month of April, 1861, will ever be memorable 
in American history as recording the most thrilling 
events which have ever occurred on this great con- 
tinent. In this month thousands of secesh flags were 
"thrown to the breeze", throughout the rebellious 
States; the "Stars and Stripes" were hauled down 
and made to trail in the dust ; civil yar was inaugu- 
rated at Charleston, South Carolina, by the Confederate 
troops firing on the "flag of the Union;" Fort Sumter 
was surrendered to the Confederate authorities by 
Major Anderson ; the Virginia Convention passed an 
ordinance of secession, and sent commissioners to 
the Confederate Congress to tie Virginia on to the 
Southern Confederacy; Grosport Navy- Yard and the 
Arsenal at Harper's Ferry, Va., were burned by the 
United States troops, and afterwards seized by the 
Confederate troopa; Andrew Johnson, a United States 
Senator, had his nose pulled by a mob in the town of 
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IjfBckhxxTgf Ya.; thovnusob of armed soldierB from die 
r^llioxis States were sent into Virginia and statioaed 
at Norfdlk and Portsmouth, Hampton and Yorktown, 
Ljmi^btirg and Frederidcsborg, Richmond and Peten^ 
imi^y Alexandria and Harper's Ferry, Manassas and 
Acquia Creek, &c. i&a, to awe the people of Virginia 
into servile submission to the arbitrary will of despots 
and tyrants; the reign of terror commenced, and the 
ieite of Virginia was sealed, in April, 1861. Thus was 
Virginia environed on the 23d day of May, 1861, when 
the people of the State were called on, at the points of 
a hundred thousand bayonets, to vote for the ratifica* 
tion of the ordinance of secession which was passed by 
the Virginia Convention on the 18th of April, 1861. 
Thus circumstanced, what were Union men to do, and 
what could they do, but humbly and patiently submit 
tod 6uZe their time? 



CHAPTER XXX* 

THE liAST BDITOEIALS OF THE " CHRISTIAN BANNEa" OF 
1861 — OENEEAL AND CLOSING BEMABKS. 

. In the number of the " Christian Banner" of May 9, 
1861, we published the following editorials : — 

«« THE PEOPLE OUGHT TO KNOW. 

" Blow ye the trumpet ! Warn the people of their 
danger I Cry aloud, and spare not ! Becreant is he 
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who, when he sees danger approaching, cries, ' Peace, 
peace and safety,' when there is neither peace nor safety, 
but sudden destruction at the door. If there be no 
danger, why, in the name of all that is sacred and 
humane, has our country been kept in a state of such 
unparalleled excitement for nearly six long months? 
If there be no danger of war, as some affect to believe, 
and if there never has been any danger, as others 
affirm, then we are forced to the conclusion that no age 
or country has ever been cursed with a class of such 
consummate knaves and fools as the political leaders 
in the farcical drama which is now being acted out in 
our wretchedly distracted country. 

"Do the leaders presume upon the ignorance and 
credulity of thirty millions of freemen to effect their 
ambitious schemes to wriggle themselves into office, 
and to hold on to the offices they now fill? — now 
crying out, 'War, war, war!' until they create a sort 
of universal panic, which they keep up sufficiently long 
to accomplish their nefarious designs, and then try- 
ing to allay the excitement and calm the passions of 
the infuriated masses of the people by whispering in 
their ears, 'Peace, peace/ 'There will be no war/ 
'There is no danger of war/ 'We never thought 
there would be any war/ ' All will be settled without 
the shedding of fraternal blood/ ' This is all unneces- 
sary excitement,' &c. &c. 

"Are freemen to be made slaves and brutes, to be 
gulled, duped, and led about by knaves whithersoever 
they wish? If there be no danger of war, then the 
leaders in this national, tragical affair justly merit the 
execrations of all good men on earth and all the hosts 
of heaven above. If, however, there be d§,nger, theii 
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the people ought to know it, and prepare themselveB 
for ^e threatened calamities which are aboat to be&U 
them. 

" If an enemy designed to fire our house or to take 
our life, would we not be thankful to any one to forewarn 
us of the danger ? Then we could prepare to meet it 
and defend oursel£ ' But the people ought not to be 
alarmed. There is no occasion for it/ No, no : 'the 
people ought not to be alarmed : 'tis all nonsense to 
talk about war, and frighten the people for nothing/ 
Ignorance may be bliss when and where there is no 
danger; but it may prove fatal when and where liiere 
is danger. Then we say to all our readers, there is 
danger, — ^imminent and immediate danger, — danger at 
any moment and everywhere. The people both in towns 
and country should be on their ^atch-towers both by 
day and by night, and every hour and every moment 
Tis wicked to act, in such times as the present, like 
silly boys walking in the night, whistling to keep each 
other's spirits up, all the time scared half to death fer 
fear of seeing wandering ghosts from the ' spirit-land.' 

" Danger has been farced upon us, and fliere is no 
concealing the fact any longer ; and it would be un- 
righteous in us, as an editor, to cry, 'Peace and safety/ 
when there is neither peace nor safety. We feel for 
<Hir fri^ids and fellow-citizens ; and, because we do feel 
lor them and love them and wish them well, we warn 
them to prepare themselves for coming danger. We 
have for more than twelve long months, and almost 
every week during that time, warned our readers that^ 
in the event of 'certain contingencies,' ruin, danger, 
and death, await us in the future. These contingencies 
are wellnigh consummated; and we now say to one 



25» 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



294 THE CONSPIRACY UNVEILED. 

and all, prepare for the worst. Be not alarmed to 
madness, but to watchfulness, preparation, decision, smd 
manly action when the time comes." 

" In the hour of danger, when our enemies are said 
to be near at hand, let every man stand firm to his 
post. No cowardly stampedes and sudden flights from 
danger. Cowards are generally great braggarts^ 
making all sorts of 'fuss and splutter' until the 
rumored approach of the enemy, and then they turn 
out to be great runners. For all such dastards we 
have the most supreme contempt. We have heard of 
men being spotted! Ay, well see who the brave 
souls are who merit spots I Brave men never run,— 
cowards, always ! 

"It is an easy niatter for a few leaders to get a 
country into difficulties, but a very hard matter to get 
themselves and the country out of difficulties. A 
child can fire a house, which a whole community of 
men may not be able to rescue from the flames. Such 
is the present deplorable state and wretched fate of our 
now ruined, but once grand and magnificent, country. 
A few ambitious leaders have brought ruin upon us all, 
and the people quietly submit. After all that has been 
said of man, godlike man, what is he, but a compound 
of stupidity, treachery, ignorance, knavery, and cow- 
ardice, which are the principal constituents that com* 
pose the ikeologioal pill of total depravity 1 

"We can scarcely realize the fact that a nation of 
professing Christians are straining every nerve and 
making every possible preparation to cut each other's 
throats and tear out one another's hearts! Shame! 
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dtamA upon the boasted wisdom, philanthropy, patriot- 
am, and Christianity of the American people I 

" Eeason is dethroned, — ^a nation is in oonfdsion,— 
and our whole country is being plunged into anarchy 
and ruin. Truly may it be said that we are at our 
wU* end. Our only trust and h(^ are in Gk)d. Let 
ns look to him, trusting in his almighty power and 
infinite wisdom and mercy to bring salvation out of 
ruin, and order out of ocmfasion. 

"It is madness and folly for Virginia to provoke a 
collision with the Federal Government. Let all this 
bravado be hushed into silence, and let the people act 
with dignity, system, and determination. 

" When we retroq)ect the pleasures of past years 
with warm-hearted Christian friends and brethren, 
the many holy privileges wd have enjoyed, and now 
think of the present condition of things around us, and 
look into the dark, mjnsterious future, at the saddening 
and gloomy prospects ahead, our philosophy is well- 
ni^ overcome, and we feel that we could weep tears 
of Wood, could tears save our country from eternal 
ruin." 

GENERAL REMARKS. 

^Dcunger at <my moment and everywhere." — ^We feared 
servile insurrections more than all the "army of the 
North." And we feel confident that before the close 
of this war, should it continue two or three years 
longer, the most fearful enemy with which the South- 
em pec^le will have to contend will be the colored 
papulation of the South. Scenes, we fear, will be acted 
out which will horrify the souls of the bravest men. 
We tremble at the terrible reflection of what may be 
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the fete of thousands of poor, unprotected females. 
While the country is filled with armed troops, the 
slaves are awed into partial obedience. In communi- 
ties, however, where thousands of them have been 
crowded together for " safe-keeping," and the most of 
the white men gone, and as most of them will either 
be killed, or die in the army with disease, then the 
slaves will seize their opportunity and scowl at the 
commands of their rulers, who for the most part will 
be females, boys, and old men; and then to attempt to 
coerce them into submission will be a fearful and 
hazardous undertaking. And let it be remembered, 
moreover, that the strength of the white men at the 
South is constantly being diminished, while that of the 
black population is constantly on the increase. 

"iVb danger'' — To influence men to enlist for the war, 
secessionists at one time would cry, "War! war! war!" 
and then, again, they would denounce men as " fools" 
and " traitors" who dared to tell them that war was 
inevitable, and that there was danger at (my moment 
and everywhere. They would create a panic and keep 
it up sufficiently long to effect their devilish purposes, 
and then try to calm the terrified feelings of the people 
by affirming to them that there would be no war. To 
justify them in their conclusions and assertions that 
there would be no war, they would advance "argu- 
ments" such as the following : — 

"Virginia has seceded;" "The whole South is a 
unit;" "Every border State will certainly secede;" 
"The old Federal Government will break dovm" 
"Lincoln has already shown the white feather;'^ "The 
Yankee Government will cave in;" " The North will be 
forced to grant whatever the Southern Ocaifederacy 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TH£ SOtJTE SAdUFIOEB. 297 

may demand;" ''AH that is necessary is for men to 
enlist, and let the North see what an array of armed 
troops can be mustered into service, and then the 
North will become panic-stricken and yield to all the 
demands of the South, and the whole difficulty will be 
settled without any, or but very little, war," Ac, Ac. 

The game of deception which was practised upon the 
people of Virginia and the South was deep, dark, and 
iniquitous as hdl itself. We saw this, and knew it to 
be the fact : hence the warning character of our edito- 
rials. We had been admonished for weeks either to 
change the character of our editorials, or to discon- 
tinue the publication of the "Banner." We would fre- 
quently prepare editorials with great care, and give 
them to the compositors, and, after being half in type> 
and sometimes entirely so, news would come and cir- 
cumstances would occur which rendered it prudent, 
and absolutely necessary for our own safety, to sup- 
press whole articles. It was a constant practice to 
write and re-write, to change and re-change and alter 
our editorials, as the young men in our office can 
testify. 

' We saw and felt that the liberty of the press, the 
liberty of speech, and the rights of freemen were all 
wrested from us, and that the withdrawal of patronage 
would ultimately force us to discontinue the publica- 
tion of the "Banner;" and we determined, after the pub- 
li(3ation of the number of May 9, 1861, to close our 
office. We did so, and dismissed all our hands. We 
left our office with a heavy heart, determined never to 
resume the publication of our paper until the glorious 
"Stars and Stripes" should wave over us, which, we 
confidently^oped, would not be a great while. The 
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reader cannot fedl to observe, from the charaK^r of oor 
editorials, that we grazed the brink of ddnmatim as 
near as possible to escape tumbling in. 

AH lie other printing-offices in Fredericfaibui^— 
four in number — <x>ntinued to do an excellent business^ 
as we were informed. On some occasions, as we were 
told, the editors received as much as five hundred dollars 
for one (Jovemment advertisement. Sometimes persons 
would tauntingly say to us, "A'n't you sorry you 
stopped your paper ?" " If you had ccmtinued the ' Ban- 
ner,' you could now make your jack." "What a pity 
you stopped it !" '* Oh, I am so sorry for you 1" &o, &c., — 
when, at the same time, their hearts were as destitute 
of true sympathy for us as a cinder thrown hea^at* 
Jiigh from the bottom of a burning volcano. Oh, what 
an amount of human depravity and dajmnahU hyph 
crisy secession has developed! We could not conscifin*- 
tiously advocate ihe cause of traitors and treason, and 
we preferred being crushed by them rather than to 
join in with them to help crush our blessed country. 
We were entirely broken up in business of all kinds, 
and preferred to suffer rather than to hold any oflfee 
in the Southern Confederacy, even if we could have 
obtained one by making the application. But such, 
however, were our Union proclivities and objectiMi- 
able antecedents in opposing secession that we presume 
we could not have obtained an office ev^n if we had 
asked for one. Thrown out of business, we remained 
an anxious observer of passing events until the arrival 
of the Union troops and the surrender of Fredericks- 
burg, on the 18th of April, 1862. It was just <Mie 
year from the time the Virginia Convention passed the 
ordinance of secession up to the time the civil autiwMi- 
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ties of Fredericksburg surrendered the town to the 
military authorities of the United States. To us it 
was a year of gloom and melancholy, of deep-toned 
sorrow and severe oppression; but it is lost in past 
et^nity and gone forever, and may God in mercy 
grant that we may never again realize mental afflic- 
tions so severe! 

Oh; the horrors of secession! Surely no sane man 
who has ever tasted the bitter finifts of secession will 
advocate an evil so destructive to all the blessings of 
this life and so pernicious to a progress in the divine 
life. Dear reader, if you are the least contaminated 
with the ruinous heresy secession, we entreat you, as 
one who has experienced its blighting effects and who 
is yet suffering its bitter fruits, to renounce it, and 
abfiuidon the accursed thing forever. Oh, the horrors of 
secession! 

The conspiracy 18 unveiled. The South is sacrificed on 
the unhallowed altar of aspiring demagogues and am* 
bitious tyrants, in a death-struggle for the spoils of 
Government and to establish a permanent negro-oli- 
garchy on the downfall of liberty and the ruin of the 
Ammcan Bepublic. But here, reader, we let the curtain 
&1L The conspiracy is unveiled : the South is sacri- 
ficed« 
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PART IL 



In tlie number of the ''Christian Banner" of May 
9, 1862, we mrote the following editoridU, whieh we 
puldi^ as a continuation of the course of the *' Banner/' 
and as a historical record of events which transpired 
during the stay of the Federal army in the town of 
Fredericksburg, all of which will, no doubt, be more or 
less interesting to the reader. We shall make such 
notes of explanation from time to time as we may deem 
p^tinent and prcqper. 

CHAPTER L 

A snKKJLAE coinddenoe in the history of the ''Chris- 
tian Banner" is, that we suspended the publicatien of 
it the 9th of May, 1861, and resumed its publication 
on the 9th of May, 1862. The following is a short 
artida which we published in the first number, after 
the arrival of the Federal troops in Fredericksburg: — 

"CHRISTIAN BANNER. 

"May 9, 1861» is the date of the last number of the 

'Christian Banner' up to the present time. To-day^ 

M toi 
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May 9, 1862,— just one year to a day, — we again anfarl 
its sheet to the breeze. When we closed our ofELce 
twelve months ago, the accession floff — the emblem of 
all foUy — ^was waving over our city. To-day tie 
American Jloff — the '3tars and Stripes,' the proud 
emblem of a nation's greatness,' the flag which our 
fathers won through blood and death, the flag which 
our fethers loved, the 'flag which all nations honor, 
the flag under which we were born and have lived 
forty-five years save one — now floats proudly over hs. 
Long may it wave 'over the land of the free and th^ 
home of the . brave Y May it waye over mt, cf^tr 
ohildren, our grandchildren, apd greatrgrea^gi;aiidT 
children, down to the latest posterity, till Ghibriel'g 
trump shall sound and old Time shall end! Th^i 
good-bye, old time-honored flag ! heaven is a better 
place than America. • 

' **Wq resume the publication of Ui# ^^43hristiaa 
Banner' because we feel it our duty to do aU the po»* 
sible good we can for our country and fellow-citizens. 
If we can only accomplish a single mite of good, our 
reward will be sure. > We resume its publication because 
there is no other papw now published in our town 
nor all the surroundiiig country. Washington CXty 
and Eichmond are the nearest points to us where any 
paper is published.' The commimity needs a paper. 
Whether the people wiH patroniae the ^Banner' or not,' 
we cannot tell. As 'we used to do in olden tioieB, 86 
shaH we continue to do in tiie future j and 4hat », to 
write just as nearly what we please as drcumstanoes 
will allow. One thing is certain and unmistakable; 
and that is, we shall exert our undivided «y%d t^itiring 
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HifiaeiieeatideffisrteiofM oiir feUow*eilite^ to be6b«ib 
reconciled and rd^whi to tfie Union. Thk is otur onfy 
hope of ni^ peace <»r Lappioeee in tii^ fdtare.' 



CHAPTER H. 

"THE CEISIS ON Us!" 

* Poou beldi Dtii noiraensecuad phy tke part of furioin 
bn^garts, Bpurmt^ the admcmitiotis of the wise and 
pradefQt. llie maddening etbrm gathers blackness 
and darknesd, and the deafening thondeirs bunt onrar 
titmr beads, and the Tivid lightnings play at their feeti 
belbre tiiey can see and feel the dai^er, or admit tibe 
propriety or tiecesmty of seeing a place of r^ige and 
secority. l^os it is with thonsands of poor deluded 
Sonls at^ the present time* The storm has been gather- 
ing for more than twelve long months^ and the cry has 
eonetantiy beia, ''There is no danger;" yet, idten mar 
dared to say that danger threatened them in the fdtme^ 
they w^re ^Ued, regarded as traitors, and eyed as mupi»^ 
eiou8^uxTaotere,yiho '' oughtto be r^)ortedtothe military 
anthcorities, arrested, and sent to Bidmiond to be tiied, 
eondemnedy and executed for treason against the SouUu^ 
em Qmfederaei/" The leaders in this terrible revolu^ 
turn have cried, ''Peace and ssfety/' when sudden de- 
struction was at our very doors. If the lead^s in tkki 
awM tragedy have knowingly and willolly deceivod 
the pet^e, then they merit the tmmitigated cmatiumaa 
of aU heaven and earth, tlurou^ all time and eternity; 
if ibey have ^ne it ignorantly, then they ediould be 
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lirid up IS todnleoB olsjeete of pity, Boom, aaid cootemjit, 
to ibe wbole ciyiliMd world, as biasing beacons to all 
stupid, nnpmeipled, pcditieal advoitnrers through all 
0(»ning time. 

Who is so skeptical or stolti^ed as to d^iy any 
longer the &ct that the terribly awful anticipated 
crisis is actually upon us? FoliticianB swindled the 
people out of their rights, made daves of them, and 
then promised to lead them to independence^ freedom, 
proeperUy, glory, honors and national immortality. 
Mam th^ done it f The wide world answers, no I 
Where is our indepeifideMe? freedom? prosperity? 
I^ry? honor? nati<mal immortality? Ay, where aire 
the braire, heroic leaders themselves? Politiciazis 
turned g^^erals, and generals turned cowards, or have 
proven themselves totally incompetent to acoomplish 
the mi^ty work they promised to perform. 

Not a single promise whidi the politicians made to 
ihe peo{de has been met. In the sdence of pc^tical 
BtatMBUvring and swindling they were accomplished 
pzoficients, Imt when they girded on the sword and 
W«at out to battle they proved themselves the veriest 
of doits. With but few ezoeptioiui, what have they 
done ? They have fskllen bock from place to place, and 
made so many surrenders that there are now but few 
more ksportant points in the whole ''Southern Confe- 
deracy" to yield. 

When our army fell back from CentreviUe and Fair* 
iax Court-House to Manassas Junction, this was ''a 
strategic move," indicating great military skill, to draw 
the enemy from his stronghold. And, subsequently, 
when it Mi back from Manassas Junction to Baf^ahan* 
nock Station^ thk was ancrtlur grand device of military 
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strategy. ''Oar generala know what tl^ are doing. 
All is safe in their hands." Again, when our army fell 
back from Eyansport, and from the whole line of the 
Potomac, to Fredericksburg, this was another "brilliant 
move of military strategy." Here a bold stand was to 
be made, and Fredericksburg was to be defended to the 
very last and at all hazards. And, finally, on the ever- 
ttemorable morning of the 18ih d April, 1862, when 
'hf mlMtary authority our brieves were homed, aiMl the 
Tesftda of poor Ma?9ien wwe wra^qped in flames, and tbe 
hrave, keroic ^nemljkdfor kU Ufe, carrying with bin 
his whole army, leaving helpless dtixens, unarmed men, 
-^klinceless women and children, to an unknown iad 
*:imcar6d4(:»- destiny, ihis waa another magmficeatly 
.gfand, niilitary "8t»legic move*" 

Great God 1 Are men to be always deluded in this 
manner, forever following sjiignia-fcd^AUi, to be dragged 
into the vortex of irretrievable ruin, and, as tb^fdunge 
JMadkmg into the black whirlpool cxf destruction unless 
they shout hosasnas to the ^ ckmon phantom whioh 
oa»8ed,tikeir ruin, a thousand voices exdaim, ** Th^ ave 
traitors, madmen, and ought to b^ damned!" 
^ Our generals have fled and carried the army widi 
i^m; and by this act they declare that they could not 
^nx^t^ct us. If they cot^, why did they not rtay Mid 
do it? They have left us to our own &te; and it now 
becomes us as, wise and prudent men, to act the part of 
freemen^ and take care c^ ourselves as best we can. 

26* 
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CHAPTER III. 

HEART-RENDING THOUGHT. 

HuNBREDS of wives and thousands of children, whose 
husbands and fieithers have been forced into the war, 
are left wholly dependent on their own exertions for 
the scanty means of a wretched existence. What must 
be the -mental agonies of those husbands and fei^hen 
when ihey reflect on the hdpless and unknown oondir 
tion of their wives and dear little dbildren, who are Im 
away, and no possible chance of seeing th^n, it may be, 
until the war shidl have ended, aUKl perhi^ never 
again in this life ? And what must be the painful r^ 
flections of these wives and mothers when tixey think 
of their dear husbands, and with sorrowing hearts and 
weeping eyes gaee on their poor little children, the 
whole responsibility of whose subsistence depends upo& 
them ? Wives are left worse than widows, and chil- 
dren wdrse than orphans. Who but fathers and mo* 
thers can feel the deep, heart-felt afflidioim of tkoee 
parents who have sons far from home in the army, and--*- 
poor boys I — ^it may be are actually sufibring for food and 
raiment, and may-be wounded, sick, dying, or dead, 
and no afifectionate hand to administer reli^ in a dying 
hour, and not even a slab to tell the stranger who 
they were^ or where ihey lie f And all this affliction 
and sorrow, pain and death, produced to gratify the 
unhallowed and wicked ambition of unprincipled, aa- 
piring demagogues ! 
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CHAPTER IV. 

SfiOBSSIOK LIKE TfiX DSVIL, 

It is said that the devil was a liar from the begin- 
ning. If he were a liar from the beginning, he was a 
liar in the days of Jesus Christ, is a liar still, and will 
continue to be till the end of time. He lied to 
Eve in. paradise, and she, influenced by his felsdiood, 
sinned, ^nd ruined the world. If the lies were all 
wxitten in a book whicdi the devil has told^ the world 
ii^eH would hardly be able to ccmtain it. To say 
nothing more at present <^ the cdd devil, the father (k 
lies, let us scan a few of the lies of the $$de88ion deviL 

1. That the Federal Government could be broken 
Vip^ the Union dissolved, ihe old United States divided 
and two separate Governments formed out of tham^ 
without war and bloodshed. 

2. That if, by any possible chmce, war should happen, 
it would oommenoe betwe^ the Black Eepublicans and 
eonsarvative men of the North, and would probably 
end there. 

3. That New York, Pennsylvwiia, Rhode Island, 
and Delaware would certainly unite their destinies with 
the South. 

4. That Maryland, Virginia, Kentucky, .Tennessee^ 
and Missouri were all bound to secede, and would cer- 
tainly go with the Gulf States. This was a freed fact 

6. That if, in the event <tf emy possible contingency, 
there should be war, the South had men, mamtion9, 
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and ample means of all kincb to proeecute it to an^ 
cessfdl and gloriotu issue. 

6. That tibe North had neither fighting-men, monej, 
nor means to commence and prosecute a war. 

7. That cotton was king, his throne was in tiie Golf 
States, his empire tiie worid, and that all the UtUc 
kings and queens of the earth were bound to fall dowi 
and worship him. 

8. That the vexed (jaestion of Aftican slavery iwald 
be hushed into eternal silence, and the inslstntiMi of 
slavery settled upon a firm and immovable basis. 

9. That slave territory would be enkrged, and slays 
property would advance one hundred per cent. 

10. That England and France, md conseqnattlyall 
other civilized nations of tiie world, wodd certainly 
acknowledge the independence of the Southern Om* 
federacy. This was, also, a Jlxed febet, bound to bi 
done of necessity. 

11. That England and France would certainly raiie 
^ blockade; their interest would compel th^n to 
do it. 

12. That the Southern Confederacy would be the 
greatest Government in the world, and the oitifi^is the 
soost free, independent) wealthy, prosperous, and hsppf 
people on earth. 

AH these, and many o&ers, were the promises seces- 
sion made to the Southern people. That they are ail 
false, needs no argument : developed facts prove thea 
so. By these fidt pr<»nises the people of the Sondi 
were deceived. They were swincfled out of all ihmr 
rights, as the sequel of this moumfdl faragedy will 
prove. Yes! for less than one mess of p<^tage the 
whole South sold her Mrthright, has become ba&krq)t| 
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wmi ike wh^ pec^la plunged into a 8«A of aontoWi 
affliction, and death, the breadth and deptii of iirhioh 
mxD& bat tbe aU-penetrating eye of Omnisoiaice omi 
OTer fieithom. And yet, becanse we will not ML dowB 
and woarriiip this denum-phantom, we most be spotted, 
mod by ignorant, logoted partisans branded as aa 
enony and traitor to the Soatiu We are no enemy ol 
the South ; we are no traitor to the South. No. We 
lore -tihe South, and always have loved her; and ba» 
cause we love and always have loved the South, Vf€ 
aiwap9 hoBoty and do despise eeeemon. 
. We have always known, and ever maintained, ^t 
^ only security the South and Southern institutk>ns 
had, was contained in the provisi<His oi the Federal 
GoBBtitution. We are no traitor to the Sooth. We 
mdigmantly spurn the base imputation, and pronounoe 
it an unmitigated secession felsehood. 

The traitors and enemies of the South are the seoee* 
mm leaders of the South. Where are the men who 
fired up the Southern heart and precipUaied this once 
glorious, independent, prosperous, and happy country 
into the present terrible revolution ? Yes : where are 
ihey ? Are they in the camp, with their knapsadra on 
their backs and muskets on their shoulders ? Are they 
found Ijring side-by-side with the poor privates on the 
oold, wet ground ? Are they perfotrming the duties of 
poor private soldiers, exposed to all the dangers ol 
camp-life, for the pitiful sum of eleven dollars per 
month ? No. Their patriotism never pointed in that 
direction. With all their boasted patriotism and love 
of the South, they never intended to make such sacri- 
fices to save her. Where are they ? We answer, in 
Senate^ Gongress, and l^islative halls, decreeing con* 
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aeriptMm' acts by whlck to finroe and drsg med ftoa 
iheir homeB, fiom their wives and chiUr^ and drive 
tiiem into camp to fight and die, while they theneisdves 
are living in tnagniioent efd^idor, enjoyii^ all tiie 
Inxnnes of lifr, and wrea<iiing their own brows with 
knrek which Aey vainfy imagine will be as inqoeriab* 
able as tiie reoords of etemify. 
' Thoee men who aifect to despise tndtovB/and are so 
very suspicions of the loyalty of others, take spedal 
good care to secnre to Aemadveg, their Midren, Hietr 
near relations eaii dear friends, all the /ci^ offices and 
honorable positions, both in the State and- in tiie army. 

They are so patriotic, and love 'themsebres so w^ 
that they wish to monopolize the whole, lest in the 
•coffle for the spoils— the loaves and fishes— ^ythers 
should get a part ^Hiis is the inathematk^ meaeiore^ 
ment, the length, breadth, depth, and height, of the pa- 
triotism of thousands who are so vociferous in exclaim- 
ing against the disloyalty of true patriots, gentkriiienp 
and ChrisiMms. 

Unprindpled politicians and ignorant^ &natical re- 
ligionists. North and South, have caused all &e sorrows, 
afflictions, and troubles of war whidi ixm fill the 
country. In the Abolitionists of the North and the 
fire-eaters of the South, extremes have met, and ^e 
work of ruin is done. AhdMowmt and secession 6em* 
lined to effect the overthrow of our Qovemment, ike 
downfall of our country. Great God I what a fewftd 
retribution awaits them in the awfal fhture t 
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CHAPTEB V. . 

WHY DBTHEONB EBASOH? 

: "Wkt as.it ihai men wR suSesr passion atid prejudice 
to detbrone jreasoa? . Let.us consider lor aioomeat our 
proseiit dopkrabla conditioii« Our g^erals and army, 
baye left us to the m%rcy of obaaoe. Cougress h$ifft 
broken 119 in. a state of terrified confusiDn^ «md bava 
gone to seek their own safety hx from the seat of war, 
on their cotton, sugar, and rice plantations; the citi* 
sens of BichuKHid have become panic-stricken, and are 
leaving the city; the military and civil authorities are 
making preparation^ to bum .the tobacco and public 
stores of the army, which have not been and cannot be 
sent away» These 1^ lacts, we presume, which are 
questioned by no one. 

Whj is it that at this important crisis, when the 
lives of our dear sons and so mjmy of our fellow^oiti- 
asens are trembling on the very brink of etemi^, 
ihe very men — tiie leaders in Hiis awftil tragedy — ^fly 
before the advancing en^ny 7 Why do they not stand 
and &ce the danger? Because ccmsci^ce has made 
«owar€b of them. They feel tlie gtiilt,--4hey dread the 
penally, — and fly to save iiMi own worthless oaroaases 
fitxn being capture. And yet our dear ehildren, 
neighbors^ and friends must stay, and fight and die to 
protect the persons and property <tf the guilty loaders 
who kkve fired up tiie Southern heart and inveigled 
them bito ruiiii Are petents^wfllingtoseethAir-awa 
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deur children butchered and alaQghiered likft wild 
beasts of the field, to gratify the unhallowed ambition 
of cowards, tyrants, and traitors? Can and will &ee* 
men submit to such an outrage? No: surely they wiU 
not. Then let us demand our childr^; Ut us call 
ihem home, and let Jeff Davis and his cUgue go to the 
devil, where they ought to have been long ago. 

Clique. — ^By clique we mean the Cabinet and the 
ringleaders who were associated with Jeff Davis in hia 
ooi»9iHraey against the Bepublic. We guess thousands 
will wish he had been at ^e devil long before this war 
oommenoed, both befc^re and after it shall have ended. 



CHAPTEE VI. 

BXFLSOnOKS. 

Sadnisss fills our heart, and tear-drc^ fill our eyes, 
when we loc^ back on the past, scan the preseait, and 
^ke a peep into the dark, mysterious future. Memory 
brings up all the hallowed associations of the past^ and 
forces a contrast with the present, while sorrow fills the 
soul, and we are made to ezdaim, "0 Qod,. what is 
man, that thou shouldst r^ard him, or the stm of inan* 
that thou shouldst vifi^t him?" 

But two years ago, wha^ a hi^py people we wera» in 
the foil ecgoyment of all blessings, earthly and divimv 
that an honest and grateful people could have desired. 
Our fi^ds were everywhere cultivated, and yielded 
abttndsnt harvest. Men were ha^y in the jg^acefiU 
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posse^ioii df tiefr homes, ihmt political, social, citII;^ 
^bA religioiis rights. Freedom of thou^t, freedom ol 
speech, freedom of the press, and freedom of action 
were ttie pride and boast of every American cHiseii. 
Svery mim cooH think whc^ he pleased, qpeak wlmt lie 
pleased, write what he pleased, do what he pleased, g^ 
where he pleased, and C(Hne when he pleased, and no 
0ne dwnd to oiqK>8e, unless he acted in violation of the 
civil laws of his country. 

FamiUes were happy. Husbands and wives, parents 
and children, brothers and sisters, were happy in their 
qwBft, peaorful hcnnes. Homesteads, diurches, and tke 
groves were vocal with the praises of God. The mil** 
^Irauaum, or a thousand years' reign of Christ upon the 
earUi widi the fiuthful, was strongly anticipated by^ 
many. A nation's heart beat with joy and ^adnese 
inexpreonble. We i^^er^ a happy people^ — ^a nation 
blessed Bho^e all the nations oi the earth. No, never, 
since Qod conducted his own Gbxm&n Israd into the land 
ti Canaan, has any people or nation of the whole earth 
been blessed as have been the American pec^le. 

How changed are all things now I Many of onr 
finest feraware uncultivat^— fences are destroyed, 
and the fields are made desolate and have become the 
camping-ground of soldiers. The tap of the drum, 
the martial music of bands, the tents of the warrior, 
now fell iq>on our ear and meet our eye at almost every 
point. Men fly from their homes as from deadly 
poison, leaving all their interests to chance and blind 
fe4»lity. Bolitical, social, civil, and religions rights 
txe no longer respected. Freedcmi of opinion, speech, 
the press, and action is no longer the pride and boast 
ift'ftemaax. Men; are now afraid to edqpress th^ 

27 
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cpinioita^ simply b^caoae tbey are no longer fromnioiv 
'Ike freedom of epeeob, tl^ freedom, of Uie prei% thu 
freedom of action^ are all e«pprei8e4; and mmi idMt 
cooe boasted c^ th^ freedom and bravery now qoail 
sad writhe under the lash of military despotiaiiu How 
are the mighty fsJlen, and the strcmg made to tr^aUel 
This is no fiction. Stera realities stare as fall in the 
it^ce, and we must meet them, whether we widb, to d^ 
BO or not. 

Families ave no Icmger happy. Hnsbaada are t(Srn 
frtnn their wives, fiGtthers from their children, and sona 
fr«m their fitthera, nK>thera, brothers, sietemy aod 
kcHnes* The onoe peaoefdl, quiet, and haijppj homea 
of ihoQflands are either forsaken and left desola^ eK; 
changed into habitationB of weeing, moonui^, 9sbA 
4ftep kmeAtation. The hcoi^ceteads and ehwchee el 
thoiuNmdS; and the groves, are no long^ vooal wkk 
the praises of God. The millenniom, or reigA of 
CSurist a thonsand years with hia people on earth, ia no 
longsr immediately anticipated. A nation's heart m 
made to bleed. 



CHAPTER Vn. 

▲ WOKD OF ADMOiriTION tO THE CmSElfS OF FftlM^ 
BI0H8BTJBG. 

Thx pall c^ death seems toiiave &Uen on oar wMmi 
commnnity, embracing all classes within its eaciin^lpf 
lolda. If the destroying angel had passed o^r ow 
eify and had smitten the first^sorHf.of .every imilj$lf^ 
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mmet glootsy &^)e«nmee ot^bixt^ could hardly ht pr#- 
Mdtod. Places dt bufiineBS, witii few exc^tkms, are 
tv^ywliere <!k»ed np, azid nwi walk alxHit tiie atreste 
as tf m conrtant tixpeoMicm of bearittg tiie last doritt 
note <tf Gi^Mri's awM tnunp. Many pivato tmh 
deooee 9M dmeA and fefoakm, and &miIiaB ha^re da« 
serted &eir qmet, peaoeM homes, to beocmid refegaea 
and sttlfer^s amtrng itrangars in otiier parts of o«r 
country. 

Hortiaultture, to a great extent, is n^ec^ed; while 
lAl are npodag in a stitoof idleness and in^cplicabto 
suspense, wondering ^when^ and vJure, and Jiioip th« 
SG^^o will end. An indescribable panic has seized all 
Ckases of our once brave, happy, industrious, and 
proiq>erous people. What rrmat be the end of all this? 
Th^re can be but one answer to this question if things 
continue thus, and that is^ starvation and deatii will be 
the inevitable result. 

Htttoe we wcmld say to one and aU of our fellow- 
dtixens, go to workl Up and at iti Attend more 
striotly to buaness than ever, beoauae thare k gteaAw 
seed than there has ever be^i at any former period 
of our lives. * What is the use for men to become die* 
heartened, and give up the ghost, and die befnre the 
time ccnnes? If men refuse to work, nothing can be 
{nroduced; and if nothing be produced, people mart 
starve* 

Gasing at soldiers, UirtieniBg to martial music, and 
following the army about will never make the " pol 
koil.'' Ti^ duty and businec» of scidters is one thing, 
and the duty and business of dticens is another thing. 
Soldiers consume, and dtizem produce; ii^ ther^ore, 
Utociliiens neglect to produce, be& dMzens and sc^ 
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HmtB mvift ult.imitoly stenrt. fikMianv humwest^ hmm 
Hm fbotded advantage over dtuBena: tha iarmejt 9m 
hd sad dothed from Hm paUic crib, while tbe Uite 
liav^toloi^aftoilidrown&odaDdrainttit. ArmiM 
nMMt a&d vriU be rapportad, proridfid the prodocs is te 
W Itad, and ckHzaoM can cmly gfA tii» exoaea aftas 
anaiM are aupplied. Thja fert> of iteailj^ ii anfficimit 
to lowe everyone to aetkaiy^iid rtismlate all to da 
their ntmoet Then we would admcmish all, cdd and 
foaag, male and feaude^ hig^ and low, ndi awl poor, 
bond and free, to go to work, aad wock &r. Mil, or 
teaiae and death will be the zeaoltk 



CHAPTEB Yin. 

TH£ COlTFEDEBATfi ABHT LEAVES FaJfil/fiKIOKdBtJafiK 

Ov tiift Btonaag of the IStii of Apnl, 18^, the CioiH 
iidsrato Army evacuated the town of Frederackaborn^ 
leaviag ^ae dtiaana to ahace whsrt^er.£ato might 
ehanoe to be&dl thenu He/ver, perhapB, did any arAf( 
kawt a place with greater eipedition thaoL did oar 
army leeive the venerable old town of Fsederido^oxg. 
Before leaving, however, they set fire to Falnvxillv: 
Soott'a, and the jailroad bndges; alao to the fidlewing 
Teasela:-^ 

Steamer Virpmiaf Oaptain Faiibank; steamer Semi 
JSficholas, Captain Lewis, of tiie CoojEederate Army^ 
adux»ier Mky^ owned by McCoufcey, Pacr & Co«, BaltH 
saore Qity, Md., and iSmty ArmalBrsmg, vateod at 
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^tflOO; iK^oonep Ada, owMd l^ Bnuni €k 3filn» 
6f BftltitBore Citf, Md., v»l«ed «t |8600; «ebMMr 
J^drfftem Lis^, Cafytam Thmnas Pritdh^ Lamutat 
^x>«nt7^ Va., valued M #8000; Msmdeer, Ca{rt«ia Jdi 
Moore, Middlesex county, Va., valued at |1600; Ih» 
eapcUi, €aptaia J<dm EvasiB, Fredanckalmrg^ Ya^ 
v«dtied at fTOO; Mary JPieree^ owined bj i&. W« Adana 
khd L. K Edda&s, FreiimAAxitg, Va., vahml al 
$9600; Sdm, Captain Solottion Philips, Buez ooaoty^ 
Va., Y^JEed at |9900; WUUam T. FoSian^ Oaptais 
B. Geo]^, Lanoastmr ooonty, Va., vahiad at $1500) 
lAnglo^Saaicn^ owned by Sagar <fc ForldBB, Middhaoai 
eounty, Va., valned at $1600; DcazUng Orb, CkipiMin 
A. Jenklne, Fxederickebttrg, Va., vmlved at $600; 
Puieola, owned by A, Williaiaa and B. Walker, Lan- 
caster county, Va., vfiJued at $1600; J(mne$ Hmwy^ 
owned by Captains Mullin and DickiBson, Richmond 
county, Va., valued at $400; /. Wagner, Captain Tole- 
man, Lancaster county, Va., valaad at $8250; As^€^ 
Captain Henry Taylor, Richmond county, Va., valued 
at $2000; 'Sea-Srem^, owned by Milea, of BiUimore^ 
Orabb & Scrimger, of Richmond county, Va., valued 
at ^^000; Mobry MUlm', owned by C. Burgeis, ol 
Northumberland county, Va., and Miller, <A Middle 
sex county, Va., valued at $4000; Jlfimey Sprewdlf 
owned by B. Mann, of NorUi CSarolina^ valued «t 
$2^)0; Luey Perm, owned by Seirs, of Glouc6iitor 
county, Va., valued at $1600; JBitaiwMa, owned by 
Mr. Garland, lUchmond county, Va., valued at $2600; 
sloop ^m^j^^,' Captain Charles Qutridge, Fredericks- 
btff^,Va., valued iit*$600. 

including the value of the steamer Virgimia and 
the 8cmt MfAdas, it will be diacovered that mom 
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than one hundred aad twenty-five tiKMMa&d daUars' 
vorth of vessels was destroyed, to say nothing about 
the vast amount of grain and other property consumed 
in them, all of whidi will, probably, prove in the end 
a total loss to the owners. 

Admitting the &ct that the burning of the bsidgea 
was " a military necessity," — ^which we very much ques- 
tk>n, — we utterly ignore the idea that; the burning oi 
iha vessels was; and, while no good to tl^ Bouthera 
Confederacy, and but little if any injury to the enemyY 
could possibly result from an act so^ outrageously ctud; 
it haa reduced at le^t some of the owneis of the vesMfe 
to a f^te of almost total bankruptcy. Someof theeemea 
have labored and toiled for years, aiid by rigid occnomj 
had suooeed^ in accumulating sufficient amoimto to 
purchase veasels, and their aU of earthly goods waa 
invested in them, and in a single hour they behdd tha 
hard earnings of many years reduced to ashes. What 
ai»ltyl Whatashanel 

In connection with the burning of the bridges and 
veBsela» we would state that £r<xn fifte^i to twenty 
thcmsand dollars' worth oi cotton was also burnt, which 
might have been saved, ]^ not suoh a terrible pan^ 
seised the managers of the ^sars* 

We witnessed the burning of the l^idges and vessels^ 
»i, truly, the scene was one of mdandioly sublimity; 
May we never agi4n witness such reckless, wanton, 
wicked destruction of pn^rty ! On the ISjh day of 
April, 1861, the Virginia Gonventicm passed the o^?di^ 
nance of recession, and on the 18th of April, 186^ the 
Federal authorities took possessicm oi Frederick9burg» 
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CHAPTER IX. 

MSDVSAL TBOO^S TAKE POflSSdBIOK OT nEEDXfttOMBUEG. 

PunsRrAUT to orders of Brigadior-Oeneral Patrick^ 
m Wecbeiday, the 7th of May, 1862, the Southern 
TSm BiSm, 23d Kew York Ydunteers, Colonel H. C. 
Hc^faian commaiidiiig, took up its line of msrdi ftom 
camp near Falmoath, for tiie occupation of Frederidcs* 
borg, arriving in the city at nine o'clock a.m. SiK)h 
i^Bspectfol regard was paid to the sensitivenefiB of the 
inhi^tants of our town aa to dispense ¥dth tiie martial 
music usual upon such occasio&B, die regiment mardiing 
nkntly to its quarters, with fine and sddierly bearing. 
Cbnqpanies wera immediately detailed and despatched 
to outposts guarding the various a{^roaches to the 
town. 

mim (Moeam of this regiment, field, stafi> and line, 
are ginltleBieii ci the hij^est respectability aad of 
dignified and courteotut demeanor; and such has been 
liie respectful deportmestt of this entire command as to^ 
eliett tfaemoirt unbbunded admiration and cot^enoe 
^ all the ii^abitaiits of 6ur town. 

Bf order of Colonel Hoffinan, Sergeaat^Major De*: 
Toe and Oolor-<]!orporal Crocker flung the ttme-hc»K>red 
iag — ^^ good old ^' Stars and Staripes"— to the breeze afe 
beadHjuari^rs, opposite the railroad*dQ>ot, immediately 
up<Hi Umr occupation. This regimenl^ we learn, has 
been chosen §or the occupation of the town on account 
of its high diaraoter for respectability and rigid dia«. 
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cipline; and, from what we have seen, we are confident 
a more judicious selection could not be made. Wit- 
nessing, as we do, the preservation of all personal 
rights and privileges, the proteotion of private pro- 
perty, and the unrestricted conduct and continuance of 
the aeoiistomed business pursuits and avocations of our 
citizens, we cannot but conclude that this war is waged 
by the General Government upon principles infinitely 
transcending in mercy and generous magnanimity all 
others which the world has ever known, wid of which 
history affnrds no precedent or parallel. 



CHAPTER X. 

FEDEEAL TROOPS LAWDINa ON THE WHAEP OP PBE- 
DERICKSBTJRG. 

Thb Federal troops effected a landing on the i^arf 
of Frederidcsboi^ on Friday evening, the 2d day of 
May, 1862, exactly two weeks to a day from the eva- 
ottation of the town by the Oonrfederate forces. !Fli6 
tandge of canal-boats being completed, Major-General 
King and staff, consisting of Captain Bobinsm, Liec^ 
tttianti Wood and Benkardt, Brigadier-Gowml Patridt 
ttnd staff, crossed over the bridge from tixe Staft^ to 
tiie Fredericksburg landing, and rode through the 
principal si^reets, taking a survey of matters and things 
in general, and oi the good old town is' particulfir. 
Immediately in rear of the generals. Company D^ SSd 
BegiiKwiii New York Volunteers, Captaiti L. T^d, 
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ihe large wardb(Hii6 of A* EL PhiUipe, Eeq^ ftfier 
^Ittckj^okets w«:e immadiately stationed at diffinreitt 
praUa Aroag^ tbe oity. 



CHAPTEB XL 



Ih the Bomber of the "Christiaa Banner" of Maf 
17, 186^ we pnbliflhed tiie Mowing editorials: — 

«<B£B£LLION AND STUBBORNNESS. 

''Holj writ says, and says nothmg mcM troe, tliak 
^BebdMcm is as the sin of witdicraft, and stubborn* 
ness is as iniquity and idolatry/ Saint Paul saya^ 
'Let every aotd be subject unto the higher powers. For 
there is no pow^ but of God; ihe powers that be are 
ordained of Ood. ^^hosoever, therefore, resisteth the 
power resisteth the oidinanoe of God; and they &at 
M^st shidl rec^e to themselves damnation.' 
. ^ Tys is the langu^^ of ia^iration. What does it 
flaean f Let us see* 

''Dr. MaoKnight says, 'The government of every 
fitate, v^tfaer it be monardiieal, aristo^ratical, demo^ 
oratieal, <x mixed, is as really of divine appointment 
aa the govemm^t of the Jews wi», dioug^ none bnt 
jAe Jewish fonn was <d divine legislation. God having 
Resigned mankind to live in society, he has, by the 
frame of their nature, and by the reason of things, au^ 
thoriaed govarmn^it to be exercised in every country. 
At the same time, having appointed no particokrioraa 
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to ai^ nstioD Imi to the Jews, nor juomcI a»7 pwtlMlar 
peraoQ or family to exercifie the poiror of goremmMi^ 
hehas kftittotbepecq^toduxise whatlbrm i^m^it 
agreeable to themselyesi and to oommit ilie esearafiw af 
the supreme power to what per8(»i8 they tiiink it^ 
Andy therefore, whatever form of government hath been 
choeen or is established in any country hath the di^ 
vine sanction; and the persons who, by the dioice, ixt 
even by the peaceable sulnnisedonyC^ the governed, luve 
the reins of government in their hands, are the lawful 
lover^ns of that country, and have all the rigfits and 
prerogatives belonging to aoverdgnty vested inthe^ 
persons. 

*" Wherefore, since the power of which the apostle 
Sfieaks is the form of gov^niaent, and not ibd tvism 
of a countary, the subjection to the hij^ier powen tt*- 
joined is not an unlimited passive obedienoe to ntes 
in things sinful, but an obedienoe to the wholesome 
laws enacted for the good of the community by ostt*- 
mon cons^t, or by those who, acoording to th»^)OQSli- 
tution of the State, have Hie power of enaetmg Umk 
To these good laws the peqple are to ^ve dbedieoea^ 
wi^ut examining by what tilde Uie magistrates who 
execute these laws hold their power, and even inA^ 
out considering whether the religion pro&ssed by the 
magistrates be true or false* For the sasEie reason, ths 
oppofntion to and resistmice of the power foxjbiddsii is 
an exposition to and rei^tance of the astablidied go^ 
emment, by disobeying ike wholesome law&dt the Staler 
or by attempting to overthrow the govearmnent^ fnm a 
&ctious disposition, or from ill will to the persttua^ in 
power, or from an ambitious desire to possess tiM 
fpovemmiant ourselves.' 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ol tM nUart docwMttts m the worlds aod cwhImbb ikt 
l^uwt Md beoi form of goi^nrnmA y$i(L vAkk muBf 
people lukve 97^ been Uonad uiice ihe direci legndb* 
ii0OL of Heovsn over the Jews in thA land of Oanean. 
;. ''By tliewk)leaonepxovbionfteinbca^ tkitOoa^ 
Bti#u|ficm, tmx &tlMn» gyytdirijiero, gregt-graadfathi^ 
apd y^ their deeoeodAnts^ have been and wem pso^ 
teeted in our persons, and rights of all kinds, and ware 
psra^MNTOva and hi^pyt--eDJo7ii^aU the blesdngs heart 
oo^ldiWiaby-Hintil an i^^no^i^eci/M^ioi^ attempted the 
ovearthrow of ilm Qoviaaunent. 

'' The idea that a set of ambitions, disi^pointed pcU- 
tjumoi conld destroy the Oonstitation fnuned bj the 
cleiireQt hea^a and pmEeet hearts the world has ever 
ks0wa ainoe th^ days of the apoetleB of Jesns C&ixiBt^ 
or make snch improvem^its on it as virtaally lo aim* 
hilate it, is an instance of political ^;otism without a 
pa<»Uel in the hist<»7 of the world. It u^ iJbsolut^ 
aa ridienlooa as if a ec^iool-hoy , who has just learned to 
ddoUne. a €hreik Mim or to oonjugate aXo^ vmi^ 
ai^oi^d attempi to in^iove on tiie beantiea and ele* 
gancaafi of Sjowm or Yij^ The effni was made, 
hvff^ffesc^ and the result has proven a £nhure,«-the 
r^of all! 

^' We say thai Skfaetim of iUrtnainxed pcditioiaaeai^ 
tepij^ed to uauarp the reins of government, — resieting^ 
tb^ oonstitilted aAthorWee hcrih of Oodand the peopk^- 
— aiKl, having resisted, they ' dudl neoeive to them* 
selvea dannati^' or destruction* Ar« they n^t al* 
ready pcdi^callydavined? When th» war diall have 
ea^» will thcte be a wagle piesttge of thehr focmer 
S^ory? When thouaai«is 0I womm and Mlima ^» 
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children sfaall wake up to tbe astcmii&i&g rroliiy that 
thdy are widows and oiphans, left homeless, painil^Bs; 
fricaidleB8y and thrown u^pcm tbe cold charity of a 
heartless, bankrupt country, and shall ask, Who a&d 
what did this ? and the volume of hii^ry shall be 
unfolded to their astonished vision, Ihen will the 
onaAemas of millions be heaped upc« the very naAes 
uid ashes of the leaders in this h<»Tibly wicked irevo^ 
lution. 

''A &ction of politidans, whose moth was, rule or 
rum, met in seoret convention, ccmcocted all thek phom, 
determined at all hazards to carry them into ^fe<^^ 
ereeUed and signed an ordinance of secession, and then 
told their people, and published to the world, that the 
State had seceded. And for what cause was all tibitf 
done ? ' Not because Abraham Lincohi was ^dted te 
the Presidency of the United States;' not because of 
tbe passage of the 'personal liberty bills.' No; bat 
because they had desired, and had been endeavoring 
fca: mcHre than thirty years, to overthrow the Federal 
Government, — to dissolve the blessed Union, oomented 
by tbe sweat And blood of our iuicestors, — in Order to 
establish a Government in harmony witii their own as^ 
bitious views, and in which they oould rule and govern. 

'^ The border States were to be draggtd into tl^ sarnie 
pditical whirlpool of de8tructi(Hi. How was this to be 
done ? By politkal intrigue. By a right-down svin** 
die. At least,, thk was the way Virginia was cartiect 
out of the Union. Let us see. 

''The L^islatureof Vir^nia calkd a o(»ivenikm. 
Union and secession candidates were brought out 
b^ooDS the people. Unicm candidates were dected by* 
aa ov^niirhelmh^ m^ity. They w«:e elected witii 
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tke perftot nBdarsitiidiog that th67 irare ia take into 
coiwiden^ion the policy or impolicy of pMsiiig an ordi« 
BaaoecrfsoceBsioD; and the fiiutl resulted their deliben^ 
1^118 was to be referred back to the peo|de. That oon- 
veoition met in Richmond; and it ia naciess to tay 
bow long it remained in session before an ordinance <d 
Becession was passed. Every outside pressure possible 
waa brought to bear upon it The Legislature of Vir- 
ginia was in session during the whole time; and, if not 
ally a iMTge majority of the members of the Legislature 
w^re rampimt secessionists. And, finally, a secret 
secession conv«iti<m of sdect, simon-pure secessionists 
was called, with which the people of Virginia had 
Bothing to do, — not bdng allowed even tiie privilege 
of knowing why and for what it was called. In ihe- 
mean time, an orator from Virginia visited CSiarleston, 
South Carolina; and the object of that mission our 
readers must divine. Secessionists began to despair 
as to the result of the Virginia Convention. At length, 
however, the news flew over the telegraph-wires that 
Fort Sumter had fallai. Cannons were fired, Speedies 
were made all ovot the town. Loud hussas rent the 
air, and the ' tiger groans,' like the hollow muttmnga 
of devtfe dmtmed coming up froBi the lowest depths 
of perdition, sounded the death-knell' of Virginia in 
our ears. All was over. Now, any man who dared 
to i^)eak a word in favor of the Union was a blmk* 
hearted traitor to Virginia and ^ South, a downri^t 
Abolitumiet, a LvncolnUe, and ought to be dmm out of 
ibe country or hung. 

■ " If our memory serves us correctly, the news of the 
downfell of Fort Sumter reached Fredericksburg on 
Saturday eimmgrtbe 13th of April, 1861; and on iho^ 

28 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



fettowiag Tneoday, the 16ib of April, 1861, 1^ aecret 
Beoession conTentioii met in Bichmond, and on Wed- 
needay, the 17th of April, 1861, the Virginia C(»nr«n- 
tion went into seorrt aeeeion, and on Thursday, &6 
16th of April, 1861, the Virginia Convention passed 
the ordinance of secession, which sealed the taXe,. the 
downfall, of the greatest State in the Union. 

''The action of the convention was yet to come 
before the people. All were urged to go to the polla 
and vote, and present a bold frcmt to the North, and 
thus prevent war and secure peace. Those who had 
been Union men, if they voted the secession ticket and 
porofeseed conversion to the glorious doctrine of seoes- 
mn, were to be marked as hypocrites. \If they re- 
mained at home and refused to vote, they were traitorh 
and should be epoUed; a awl of black reprobation was 
to be stamped on them and on their children throu£^ all 
coming time. If they voted for the Union, they were 
Abolitionists, and ought to be driven out of Virginia^ 
and out of the whole South, or hung with a 'grape- 
vine.' 

'' It was likewise urged Uiat, because the vote in the 
convention was almost unanimous, — ^there being only 
an insignificant minority of about six or seven votes, 
four of whom voted agwist the ordinano^ and one^ per^ 
haps, was sick, one or two being^ absent who would have 
voted for secession if they had been presenti — ^tberofoze 
tiie entire people of the State ought, by all means, to vote 
for the ratification of &e action of ti^^ convention* But 
when the injunction of secrecy was removed from the 
doingi of that convention in June foUowii^ and the ' 
facts were developed, there were upwards of fortff-Jbm 
members who neyer did vote for the ordinanoeof i 
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mxhi at an. And yei we werd told that it was ah&OBi a 
tmanimaod vote. This was a political swindle. 

^'Hor was this alL The oonventioni instead of 
adjourning and letting the people at once decide the 
que^ion for themselves, sent Oongressm;^ to Mont* 
gomery, Alabama, and tied Virginia on to the Soiidiieni 
Confederacy before the people of the State had TOted 
on the question at idl. This called forth the fcdlowing 
remarks from our pen, which appeared in the * Chris* 
tian Banner' of May 2, 1801, next to the last numbet 
we pubMshed : — 

'^ 'Is it not an alarming usurpation of auth<^ty that 
&e Virginia Oonvention should have aj^inted g^tle^ 
men to the Congress of the Confederate States at allt 
Was this the purpose for which the Virginia Conven- 
tion was called f We did not so und^rstasid it Is ii 
not an alarming usurpation of power that the Virginia 
Ckmvention should unite the destiny of Ae Old Dami* 
nioh with the Confederate States c^ America, before the 
vote of the citizens of the State is taken on the ques- 
tion ? Are a million of freemen to be bartered and 
sold, and handed over to other authorities without being 
consulted, and without their knowledge or oonsent| 
by a oonvention of men elected by the people to trans- 
act other and different matters? If we tinderstood the 
subject, Ihe ccmvention was called together to decide 
on 1^ policy of passing an ordinance of secessimi or 
non-sece8si<m ; after which the action of the convention 
was to be referred back to the sovereign people for tibeir 
ratification or rejection. The whole matter is pre- 
arranged and virtually fixed, and then the people are 
pfl^M en to Vote on all the sul^jects t^>ge<^r. If tUa 
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be the beginning of our new order of things, wbat 
will the end be?' 

" These are fads which every citizen of intdligenee 
in this oonunonity knows to be true. And beeanae we 
exposed ihe system of wicked swindling, the pditical 
cheat imposed upon the people, we were admonished to 
'beware how and what we wrote.' We had been 
treated with indignity, and insulted beyond meaaitre^ 
more than a month before this, when, in justice to our* 
self and to the Union men in Fredericksburg, we spoke 
at a public meeting in the court-house, where a power- 
fal effort was made to raise a mob and break up 
the meeting. The conduct of our oppon^its on thai 
oocasion beggars all description; and while we weror 
addressing our fellow-citizens, and warning th^n of tb» 
aw&l dangers ahead if Virginia should seoede, somd 
cxie in the crowd threw an egg at us; but, knowing and 
feeling that we were pleading for the interest of our 
&Uow*citiz^ui and for the salvation of our ccmntry, 
we silently endured the insult, treating it with con- 
tempt. All this happened more than a month before 
Virginia seceded. In the mean time, before the day of^ 
election arrived, when the action of the convention 
was to come before the people for their approval ot dis- 
approval, thousands cm thousands of troops from the 
seoeded States came pouring into Virginia and ware 
stationed in most of the cities and towns in the State; 
Fredericksburg was literally filled with them. 

" The day of electicm came, and we had determined 
not to vote, nor go to the court-house at alL During 
the day, however, one of our prominent citizens, and on 
sto jum^i called <ai us, and invited us oirtof our offiooi 
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tD idl ^n^ frankly, oKndidly, a&d moet sibdoMly » 4 
^7-u« friend, that, unless we went and voted for tlie 
ratification of the action of the convention, oar stand- 
lag, influence, and all oitr prospects even for living in 
Hia oommunity, were blighted and hUukd foreoer, and 
we would be odled a traitor ^ and a iofif, and that in 
years to come it would be tiirown up to our diildren, 
de. &c., as It was in the old Revolutionary War; uA 
therefore, ' for the •ake of your churdies, all of whidi 
are in die South, — kfs the sake of your friends, c^ whom 
you have many, — ^for the sake of your children, and 
children's childxen, in years to oome,-r-and for your own 
sake, standing, aiid influence, aiul very eziste&ce, in 
Yii^nia ami the South,' <fce. &c., — 'go and vote*^ 
Knowing that our vote could effect nothing either the 
00& way ot the other, so ffur as the destiny of Virginia 
was concerned, li^ in the evening we w^rt to the 
court-house, and sifted to the ccmunissioners that we 
were no convert to eeeession, that we detpited secemon, 
but that we were in Virginia, ajMl would go wiA Vir* 
ginia, and that if they considered this a vote they could 
take it. Immediately they called out our name, and 
died out, 'Eatificatioii.' 

''Since the day of election for the ratification of Vir* 
ginm's secession, what have we either said or done to 
cause any one, however stupid, to think that we had 
changed our views on the subject of secessixm f Have 
we ddivered any secession speeches? No. Have we 
prayed any secession prayers? God knows we have 
not 1 Have we argued the cause of secession ? Ko. 
Have we asked for any office, or for any situdtion of 
mny Mndf in the Southern Ooofedeiacy ? Ho, we have 
hot Have w« not uniformly said to all persoiiis at all 
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Bf and in all plaow, at hxme and sktoeAf oa tlie 
streets, in the f^rea, and everywli^re and always, that 
we despiaed Beoeasion, and that because we felt a 
devotion for the &)nth ¥^ich no blind seceeaioniatiXMdd 
£m]; therefore we opposed aeoeBsion ? 

" What have we dcme? We have been slanderoiuiy 
reported as having held secr^ Union meetings for the 
purpose of plowing treason against the Southern. Con* 
federacy. This is infsonously false. We have been 
treated with indignity, and attempts have been made 
by certain characters to insult ns, w1m> were th^nselves 
bei^ai^ contempt We have been meanly and baady 
slandered both at home and abroad, simply becaoae we 
txaed our best eficnrts to save the South frcun ruin. And 
now we are threatened with a rope, if ever the time 
comes and an opportunity is offered. 

^' What have we done? We opened a private bo«rd- 
ing-house last winter, as a matter jf neoessity, to keep 
from starvation. We treated the poor soldiers the 
very best we could : we ctid this becaoise we were soiry 
for them; we did it lor their sak^ — ^for the sakec^ 
th^r parents and friends; we did it for Ote sake of 
their wives and children, many c^ them being mm of 
lunilies; we did it for ihe sake of humanity and oar 
common CSiristianity ; and we feel sorry that we weare 
not able to do more lor them and better by ihem. than 
what we did. This is our inconsistency ; this our dis- 
loyalty to the South; this our treason. This is what 
we have dcme. 

'/What has seoeesicm done for Virginia and the 
South? It has inaugurated civil war; it has filled the 
South with the wildest anarchy aad confouon; it hsM 
desdated owr dties, towns, and villages; it has hod 
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wadie &» moet beairt^l, vreti&y, aad proqperoms por* 
tioas of our State; it has built hospitals, and filled 
tiiein with the wounded, sick, and dying; it haa 
made widows and orphans by hondreds of thousands ; 
it has opened a fountain of schttow, affliction, woe, and 
death witiiout a parallel in the history of the world; 
it has reduced the wealthy to a state of oomparative 
poverty, and made the poor still poorer ; it has brought 
Canada not only to our doors, but into our very midst. 
The Confederate States seceded from the Union to 
' get their rights,' and the negroes are seceding from 
thdr masters to 'enjoy their right,' and the desolating 
work of secession is still going on. We are doing 
what we can to ^trrest it in its onward and ruinous 
course. 

'' But 'rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stub- 
bornness is as iniquity and idolatry.' There ape iJiose 
who still seem determined to resist to tiieir own rain, 
and, if possible, to the ruin of all others. What, we aric, 
will life be worth after our dear children, our neigh- 
bors, friends, and relatives, are all killed, our country 
left in ruins, and all reduced to a state of want and 
abject poverty? Our fellow-oitizens may Boom us, per- 
secute us, and curse us now; but in after-yean, when 
the whole affair shall have been wound up, and the 
great excitement of secession and war shall have passed 
away, and men shall begin to think, then a reaction 
will take place, and posterity will do us justice. May 
Ood, in his infinite mercy and eternal goocbess, save us 
from these awful calamities, and that right early ! 

** We have written the above article, because we learn 
tiMil it is being teported through town that, befnv tha 
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Federals arrived in Fredericksburg, we were one of tiia^ 
most rampant eeceasioniats in all the ooontry, but that 
as soon as they came we turned right over to their aideu 
This is the reason why we have stated in the abova 
article some few of the many revolting facta and cnr* 
cumstances connected with the political swindle in 
forcing Virginia out of the Union. If we can aacnre 
paper and ink, by the help of God and our feUow-citi- 
zens, we shall write many things which we trust will 
be of service to the people. Bead, and think I" 



CHAPTEB XII. 

Ik the number of the "Christian Banner" of Jfay 
27, 1862, we published the following editorials : — 

"SUBMISSION. 

*' This word svhmiaaion has for nearly the last two 
years produced a greater terror over the Southern 
people than any other word to be found in the English 
language, or in any language in the world.. JSfubrnii^ 
tumt Submission to whom? Submission to what? 
'Submission to old Abe Lincoln!' 'Submiaeion to 
Black B^ublican ruUr ' Submission to the Lincoln 
Government I' 

"Argue rationally, logically, philosophically, and 
according to the plainest rules of comiition sense with 
secessionists, and the best and profoundest argument 
one will ever hear them advance to justify themtelveft 
IB tMr reckless course of ruin is simply this c-^'Wlwk I 
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sdnnit to old. Abe Lincc^n T 'Submit to be ruled and 
governed by an old AboliticHi railnsplitter T ' Submit to 
Black Bepublican rule!' 'Never I never! never!' 
'Well die, every man of us, first.' This was an irre* 
finagable argument. No one in all the schools of com* 
nKm-eense philoaof^y could be found wise raough to 
OQofiite it. 

''Who had to submit to Lincoln? What govern** 
ment had Linocdn ? What power had he xaore than 
was guaranteed to him by the Constitution, as Chief 
Magistrate of the United States? None whatever. 
If all the States had r^nained quietly and peace* 
ably in the Union, Lincoln could not have inaugurated 
a civil war upon the South. This was a constitutional 
impossibility. The Federal Qovemment never in* 
angurated war upon the South. South Carolina and 
the seceded States inaugurated civil war upon the 
Federal Government, or upon the Government erf the 
United States. This is a fact which will go down in 
history to the latest generation of American citizens. 

" £M let us examine and see v?ho are the evbmiaiion' 
isti. The people of South Carolina iubtmtted to Hetsn* 
Bhetty Keitt; Boyce A Co. Mississippi submitted to 
South Carolina. Alabtuna submitted to South Carolina 
and Mississipjn. . Georgia and Florida submitted to 
these three, and Louisiana and Texas submitted to 
Uiese five cotton States, making sev^i; and these seven 
cotton States seceded, not by the popular vote of the 
people of these States, but by conventions; and these 
sevaral conventions appointed delegates to meet al 
Montgomery, Alabama, for the purpose of forming 
a 'Provisional 6ov^*nment;' and this convention nomi- 
nated and elected Jeff Bavic^ of Misaissii^, Pre^drnV 
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ftnd Btephmifi, of Oeorgia, Tice-Pre&ident. The people 
hsA to submit in silence to all tliis. 

'' This convention then set to work and mutilated the 
Oonstitution of the United States, and, with their m^ 
prof>e7nents, oMmdmenti, and mutilations^ called it the 
^Constituticm of the Confederate States of America^' 
and forced it upon the people of these several States, 
and they had to submL Then thm Montgomery Con- 
vention empowered the conventions of the seven re^ 
volted oott(»i States to appoint members to form a 
Congress for the purpose of enacting laws by which to 
move and work the grand machinery of this new order 
of things. All this was done indq)endently of ihe 
pc^ular voice of the people of these States. There was 
BO svbmusion m all this, was there? Were there no 
Union men in all these seven cotton Slates, while these 
things were being acted out? What did they do? 
What could they do but sybmit to the arbitrary will 
and yield submission to the military power of this adf* 
eonttituted body ? • 

''Has not Virginia yielded in humble svhrmssion, 
through the intrigue of her leaders, to the confederacy 
of the seven cotton States ? Yes : through the treachery 
of her State Legislature and State Convention, Vir- 
ginia was forced out of the Union on 4he 18th (as they 
say) of April, 1861, and was immediately tied on to 
a^ eeotn cotton-States Confederacy, and Bichmond 
«ty, Virginia, was determined on as the capital of the 
Southern Confederacy, and Jeff Davis and his army 
were urged to hasten on to Richmond and into Vir- 
ginia to act as a kind of terror to the ' Union-shriekers,' 
* submissionists,' 'traitors,^ and * Black Republicans* 
oC Virginia, on the day of voting for t'he ratificaticwi oi 
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^ ordhMice of aeoewioii, which toc^ pkceoA the 23d 
day of May, 1861, more than one monUi from the time 
of the paesage.of the ordinance ot aeoesaion. And on 
the day of election, as we have stated in our editorials 
of a former number of the 'Banner,' all the principal 
cities, towns, and villages in Virginia were literally 
filled widi soldiers. And not only so, but civil war was 
inaugurated in Virginia before the day of election for 
the ratification or non-ratification of the acts of the 
convention. Gosport Navy- Yard was seized, and the 
Arsenal at Harper's Ferry was burned, before the day 
oi election. All this was planned and executed for the 
purpose of forcing Virginia into aubmissian to secemon 
rule, intriguef and treachery. So that at least a ma^ 
jorily of some sixty or seventy thousand voters in the 
gtate of Virginia had at last to bow at the point of 
^e bayonet in humble submission to the will, purpose^ 
detanpainjatipn, and domination of a few leaders in tiie 
cotton States, 'away down South in Dixie/ 

" This is submission, with a tyrant's rod and a ven-* 
geance. And all who were opposed to secession have 
been forced to submit, because a military despotism haa 
been hanging over them ever since; and this is^freedotn,f 
^-independmce/ 

*'iSuimU$sionI Are not the very men who indig^antly 
qpwned ijhe idea of submission to the constituted au^ 
ihorities of their country now submitting to the greats 
est imaginable indignities from their own servants? 
Masters have set thft ungodly example of non-eubmissioa 
to the ' higher powers, that be ordained of God,' and 
their serv^ts have caught the cue, and swear that 
they will no longer submit to the rvie of their meters. 
Why do masters submit to the reckless insubordi^M^ot 
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of their slaves? For tlie same reamm tbat XJqm» m^ 
twelve months ago, had to submit to the will and dic- 
tation c^ secessionists : — simply because they can't help 
themselves; and hence anarchy reigns rampant ev^- 
where^ and among all classes, all over the country. 
Great God I to what a qiteer state of affairs our country 
is reduced. Secessionists will not submit to be governed 
by the * Constitution of the United States/ and Unkm 
men will not submit to be governed by the Constitution 
of the 'Confederate States;' and servants r^use to 
be governed by the legal authority of their masters. 
Indeed, this is a terrible state of insubordination. We 
knew from the beginning that secession would inevi* 
tably produce this state of things; and therefcnre we 
exposed it. And because we did and do oppose It, we 
are branded as an enemy to the South. How blindly, 
how wickedly &Ise t 

" In proof that Virginia was forced out of the XTnum 
by the acts of the civil and military leaders of seces- 
sion, we need no stronger evidence than the suppression 
of the publication of the popular vote of the citizens of 
Virginia. Who can tell the number of votes actually 
polled by citizens of Virginia for the ratification of the 
ordinance of secession ? This is a question of grave im- 
portance, which we submit to the leading secessicmists 
of Virginia. Still, the people must submit. T/U» ti 

" Nor is this all. When the people of Virginia wiwrt 
called upon, this spring, to go into a mook-election for a 
President of the Southern Confederacy, they w^pe told 
that it would be bad policy to have two candidates in 
this eaiiy stage of our Government, and, moreover, Qokt 
war*timeB was no time to be discussing pditiosi and 
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ikerefore all ihe voters of Yh^^a ought to go ' to 
the poQs Mid vote for Jeff Davis. Who can tell what 
maB the number of votes polled? The people of 
Virgniia on^t to know. this. We Were urged to go to 
the poUs and vote; but we did boL Why should wef 
Had there been but ten votes cast in the whole State, 
<Mr in the whole South, Jeff Davis would still have re* 
Viai&ed Bresident of the Sbutberh ConfiBderacy. 
1 '^Virginiaiii have to submit to all these things, and a 
thousand more, and that in silence, or be threatened 
with a drawn halter around their necks. This is sub- 
miasioii to the (m^^^Tum power, -^he submission of whole 
States to a faw contemptible, petty, tyrannical traitorsi 
T^, theto secessionists won't submit to this regular^ 
teenstituted authorities of their country, but tiiey 
pcHnipotisly and arrogantly dictate to others; and, 
unless all others bow in humble submission to theoi, 
Ihey are to be hung, shot, quartered, tarred and 
Idathei^ aikl banished from their country. Good 
Ixxrd, didiver usi 

^ ''Once more. When the militia were called out, this 
spring, it is well known that they were unwilling to go 
into service, and, the Confederate Qovernment fearing 
the coTftsequenees, Congress passed an act of cmeer^:)^^ 
hj whi^ they were all forced into service, except a few, 
;wh6 so managed their ciords as to dude the clutches 
of the mflitary bands that were s«it prowling through 
]thd country to catidi thraa up and hurry tiiem into the 
araiy. Therii was no submissioa in this, was there? 
Tes, sttbmission of the most oppressive and aggravating 
4iMC$tiUr I-Hsubmiflsion to a military despotism l--Hiub- 
Aiitoibii, not to the CoBstttatkm of the United Stalei, 
but (oteoemon. 

39 
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' '^ Ib it not istra^ige that men will croak and'oroBk lAKnaJt 
tnbmiflBion, and the degradation of subihiauon, whik 
thej themselves are trying to browbeat and idtoe^ aH 
others to submit to their own lordly dictations^ and 
*while at the same time they are themselves submitting 
to the disobedience and insubordinati(^ of their own 
negroes ? We say that Virginians have submitted IcHig 
enough to the oppression and tyranny of petty despots^ 
and it is now time for men who wish to be £ree to rise 
tap and assert and maintain their ri^ta. 
- *' If the citizens of Virginia were unanimoiely in fetvcnr 
ci secession^ why do they go into the army with so 
smch reluctance ? If every Southern man is to be left 
4ead <m the battle*field unle» the South obtun li^ in- 
^bpendence, why is it that so many Southern men had 
to be :forced into service by an act of oonecription? 
And why is it that so many desert from the armyf 
And why is it that mea will lie in the woods day aiid 
kdf^, and for wedcs, to keep irom being picked up l^ 
these military man-hunters and murderers ? Tliese msk 
questions' and fads wUch should be duly oott^dered'by 
the people of Virginia. 

: "And, finally, suppose the South should gain hei* in- 
dependence : what will become of the poor old deso^ 
Mted Dominion, Virginia ? Her sons dead, her t errit o r y 
laid waste, her cities, towns, and villages damdi^M^ 
j&e xmvigatkm of her rivers obetructed, her vessefa all 
burned and destroyed, her horses and sto^ of all kittdl 
used up, killed up, and t^en away, her &nnt left bai^ 
Ten, her schods and colleges all broken tip, her ttegroes 
all g^e, her dtizena all in debt, the whol» fitaito bank* 
;rapt,«^^, all Ififtin/osia common wreck and ruiii I W« 
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wuMmxjmti^ ,b«iteob and embceAom ftUoiNSiilf^Mi 
Ao lootinio aod think seriously oa this tenriUy bkok 
piclrace bafoifi aU is lost, «ad lost ibrarar/' 



CHAPTER. XIH. . 

In the number of tiie '^ Christian Banner" of May 
27, 1862, we published the following editorial: — 

"THREE UNION PRISONERS HUNG IN RICHMOND. " 

''WeclipthefoUovingpamgraphframanexchtagB:---* 
*^Cwo weeks ago Jeff Davis had seren hundred andfifty 
loyal dtieens of Virginia in his Castle .Oodmn and Otaxif 
Btreei prisons, in Biohmond. Bveiy hour was ad&ig 
to the nmnber, as it was but neoessary &r one to ex^ 
1^9668 a deabt of tiieimaiaeqlateiieesof thoOoD&deraii 
Cbvemauint to be denounoed, urrested, and aeni dows 
to BicfaxxKOid. !Qiree of tbeae prisoners wece moentlji 
taken out and l^ung without judge or jury/ 

^' The above may all be true, or it mAy not Thero 
may be semm hundred sttd fifty loyal oitizena of Vir^ 
ginia in prkon in Bichmond; or there may i»3t. ThreH 
saay ha^m bew hung without judge or jury, or they 
may not* Be aU this as it may, we are oonvinoed tln^ 
m«aj. ciihe aorcallai Mwds of the Southern Qcm** 
Mfiraey hate done gi^oat isgiuy to the suooess of the 
Southern cause. 

- ^It Isyshd has be€^> very annoying to gentlemto, 
good aiid.:kiyal cbbifens, to ha^e a set of braiiilesa,; 
ixrespooBilSe^.wortiilfiss, wicked^ lying men, a&d J. dase 
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df Qod-lbrsaken old viragbef^ tattUng^ Ij^^ &&<! mfan 
representing them to stnuigerB at every corner of tkd 
streets and in. every circle into whidi their low poeiticm 
in society may admit them. That this has been the case 
is well known to majiy of the citizens in this town and 
in the surrounding country. And men, too, are en- 
gaged in this low, dirty, slanderous work, who boast 
of being the noble cmes whose > 

< aneient iliovf h ignoble Mood 
Hm crept tlirough scoundreU OTer since the flood.' 

Yes, these men have acted well their part in this infii- 
mous game of persecuting, proscribing, and ostracizing 
good and loyal citizens of Virginiisk. ' 

- '*Por example: who were the accusers of Majoi^ 
Charles Williams ? Who weriB the judges by whom hel 
was condemned? What was the crime of whidi he 
was accosed ? What was the magnitude of his guilt ? 
Why do not his accusers come out openly and let the 
world know all about it ? It is high treason fiar one to 
condemn secession : it is a crime for which he must be 
adjudged to imprisonment for months, and, may*be; 
for yeiaxs. But it is no harm for a man to abuse aoid 
eurse the purest form of human govern^nent Ae world 
has ever known. It is no harm to rise up againist the 
regularly-constituted authorities of one's country tsA 
seek to overturn the Government which has protected 
him and all his sacred rights from his cradle to tiie 
present time. No : this is patriotic, this is seoession- 
patriotism! 

*' To roam the country over and drag poor hard-work- 
ing kborers out of their beds and tear them away from 
their heart-broken wives and helpless children »t the 
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4ftrk and knely hoim of midnight^ is mMttlf, lierok^ 
patriotic ; and for Buoh deeds of chivalry, anotlier a&d 
aaoiber degree of knighthood should be conferred upoa 
the worthless names of the cowardly, unprincipled 
BQOundrels engaged in this fieiulish yrork. 

^' Terrible threa{s have been and are constantly being 
f^e iig!0^at BOtnft d the purefst jOBfi -foid tmest frie&ds 
of the-^ouldi that catt be f^und in ali dur cDttntry. I 

" They are to be hung, shot, quartered, or forever ban- 
ished from their homes aad countly, and infitmy, last- 
pg as time and eternity, is to be stamped on them and 
their chiUren if secession succeeds and the Southeofo 
tjpnfi^deracy triumphs* » 

' " Si:^pose, iiowever, that secession should fedlj md, 
all tl^ States are at last forced to let the ' Stars and 
Stripes^' float pver them : what then will beccupcie of our 
persecutors ? Aa we hope to obtain mercy, we will 
8h9W mercy to them on the conditioii that they wiU 
iieTer again iaj to overturn the Govemm^t <^ qfur, 
counlary tp establi£di little petty ^mQuardues for them-; 
selves and iheir^ children. The wicked leadeis fpnghtt 
to be punished commensurately with Himx qrimei^, mi^ 
^ common masses, who were ignorantly drawn intO) 
this aw&l sink of treason by the cunning of their lead- 
ersy should, i^>on true repentance and retuminjg to their, 
loyalty, be pardoned. This would be magnaaimoypi. 
patriotic, Christiaaou" . 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Ik tie number of the " Christiaii Banner^ of May 
27, 1862, we published the following editoriala : — 

"COEBBCTION. 

*Our attention has been called to an article in the 
•New York Tribune/ in which the correspondent says, 
'The Christian Banner' was suppressed 6y onfer of 
Jeff Davis, The editor's life has been threatened, dndL 
Im property destroyed. 

'^We have italicized the words 'by order of Jeff 
Davis,' and 'his property destroyed/ because they 
were undersccMred when the paper was sent to us, Ve 
did not discontinue the publication of the 'Christiaii 
Banner' 'by order of Jeff Davis,' Had we continued 
to advocate the Union longer than we did, an anaed 
mob would have suppressed it. This we knew, and 
of this we were admonished frequently and long before 
we did discontinue its publication. 'And his property 
destooyed,' Our property was not destroyed directly; 
our business, it is true, was all broken up, and we shall 
lose the most of our hard earnings iot the last severaL 
years; yet our property was not destroyed by order of 
Jeff Davis. 

"We make this correction, because we would not do 
injustice, if we knew it, to ^ny human being cm earth, 
not even to the devil himself, nor yet to the hidecmft 
monster secession* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



va 

' ^Seoeisioii k th« ooBcentraiion of aU miirm$, soofaJ, 
milf jxditicaly and religious. Thai we have been 
under the ban of seceesion proscription for the last 
twelve months is a well-known fEtct. That our arreH 
has been threatened time and again, we presume none 
will deny. That our Itfe has been and still is tkreat-' 
medj is a fact equally well known* And what is our 
offisnoe? Simply thi^ we 2at» the South and haU 
icoeuion, and expose the villaniee of the political 
scoundrels who have forced secession, with all its con- 
Qomitant evils and horrorBy upon us. Men may threaten 
our life now, and thirst for our Uood, and talk of 
driving us and aU other Union men out of Virg^ni* 
toid oat of the whole South; but ih^ had better look 
into the futurea little; for in less time than fict yeara 
a&cesdan will stmk in the very nostrils of Virginians, 
and the leaders who have forced it upon us will receive 
the execrations of all good and intelUgoit citizens." 



CHAPTER XV. 

. PBESZnXHT UHCOLK AND HOH. E. K. 8TAHT0N VISIT 

. • PEEDEMCKSBUEG. ; 

In Ae number of the "Christian Banner" of May 
27, 1862, we pubKshed the fcilowing editorial:— 

''FuBsldeni LiiMbln and Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, 
Secretary of War, visited Frederidreburg on last Pri- 
df^, the 23d instant (May). They rode in a carriage 
drawn by four fine inm-gray horses. They craned 
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paub Ba^pahaniiock Biv^ on tlie caAal-boaii bsridg^, sUid 
passed up Princess Anne Street tOithe Fanny's Bank, 
tlie head-quarters of General Patrick, where the cajv 
in&gQ stopped about five minutes, and then mo\^ c^ 
as we were informed, to yisit some camp of soldiers out 
of the town. A large escort accon^anied the distiiH 
goished visitors. There were no demonstrations of joy^ 
however, from any of the citizens. . If they were mat 
l^y the Honorable Mayor and Common Council^ we hava 
not learned the fact. 

''Last winter Jeff. Davis, President of the S<»il4ianL 
Confederacy, yisited Fredericksburg, and but few de-. 
Qionstrations of joy were manifested on the oocaaion^ 
The citizens of Fredericksburg seem to have Ytxy: 
little partiality for Presidents. Thus pass away ifa^ 
glories of this world. On the 23d day of May, 1861^ 
Virginia ia said to have seceded; on the 23d day of 
May, 1862, President Lincoln visited FredericksWg*'*- 



OHAPTEB XVL 

Ih the number of the "Christian Banner" of May 
20, 1862, we published the following editorial: — 



«« VIRGINIA THB BATTLS-FISL^. ' . : 

♦f 

. ''Is it not strange that YirginiaDia are B6 totally 
blinded to their own interests as M h^e soffiered. 
&emselves to be imposed upon fts thi^ have been by> 
tihe shrewd political leaders of the Qulf States? B^ 
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fbre lids war commenoed, we predicted' tliat Virginia 
would be the great battle-field of tbis wicked revolu^ 
tioQ, and' rq)eatedly said that, if the Golf States had 
bran geographically located as Virginia was, they 
would never have seceded. The people of the Ghilf 
States knew tiiat Virginia and all the border State$ 
wonM be a bcuiion, a mighty bulwark of defence, be* 
tween themselYBS and the enemy. Tliey had never 
supposed that l^e war would be carried into their own 
territories. No: this was not their calculation. 

''When the Southern sddiers came into Virginia 
and to Fredericksburg last spring, twelve months ago, 
tiiey said that they had come to defend the soil of 
Virginia. This we regarded as an insult to the inn 
telligence of Virginians, — a solemn mockery. 'They 
eaane to meet the enemy on Virginia soil, to keep him 
off ^tkeix own soil and out of their own territories* 
This we knew, and the leaders of this revolution in the 
eoiton and sugar States knew the same thing; and 
yet it waft oomndeo^ed treasonable tor any one openly 
to e:q>re6s such an (pinion. Let any one now take a 
eaim survey of the territ<»nal boundaries of Virginia, 
and then say that our predictions were not correct to 
the very letter I 
^ " At least two-thirds of her beautiful territory are 
in the actual possession of the Federal Oovemment, 
while the small porticm of Eastern Virginia which is 
not yet invaded, and in the oentre of which stand tiie 
ea^atal o£ tibe State and the capital of tk^ Confederate 
Si^tes, is completely ermroned, p^it up between two 
powerful armies advancing on each other, and still 
there are those in our midst, professing to be wise, 
yrho say, 'Well whip them off of every inch oiyir- 
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($siA B6ii, and make tii«m *ue tba day iilwy^iter Mi 
tl^ feet upon it* 

''If there were the sl^ade of ike ahadow of axoaaoDi 
for BUQh a cpDelttfiion aa thia, then these per«»^ ^mf^ 
telk aad. H listened to, aad .t« xespeoted by inea of oooa* 
pon sense. But^ wheti we take into ooasideisatiQB tlul 
&ct ibat the wh<^ of 1^ border ,oi Eaatern Yirgmw 
from the mountains, to the Gbeoiapeahe Bay and zooad 
to Soffcdk, indnding the citieB and towns of iNo(rfoUv 
Portsmouth, Williamsburg, Y<»kt6wn^ Han^ifam, Fari» 
liess Monroe, Alexandria, Fredericksburg, and Suffolk, 
(to say nothing of Winchester, and the irixoleiierzit&ryE 
ci K<»rthwestem and the mountauxrregions of Viir-r 
gj^ia,) are all in the actual posa^ssion of the* Fedeorat 
army, y(keA foundation is there upon which any aam 
9iaa can possibly build the shadow of a hope for 11m 
Retaking, rehdding, and repossessing 'every indli o£ 
Virginia teartitory' ? 

'' It was confidentiy affirmed by tiie^NTofiasaadly imoM 
ihff (mea in ^mr oommunity, until wilimt & ftw weeksi 
that tha Federal army nevtr would n(a amid grt 
into Frederickslmrg; aad, if men dared to expcem a 
oontrary opinion, they weete rtJtkd out of tr€monM$ 
mkI 'decent society,' as traitors, Abolitioikists, ai^ fahudc* 
hearted dubmissionists. 

, '' We have always argued that it is mtibh easier ts 
keep an atifted enraay out of our house, Hkdat ta give 
him . possesston and afterwards whip him out and 
keep, him ou^ Tw^ve moiaths ago, the ConfedaEsIs 
army was ft^ii and buoyant with the hope of dxiviag 
BvhfrUaHoviete and all Yankees out of Virginia aini 
id ke^ii^ ih^n off her territory^ If tira Soutimai 
4rmy« with. Beanregard,r Lec^ Schvioa^ Vl6^ Wim, 
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'a Imi 6t crtheam'to kkd it m, with all thiir mtmi* 
tions ti war, eonumssary stores, strong loartificatioiM^ 
niboa^, Ac Ac^ were not able to kee{> tlie enemy 
from ad^iuicing itito ihe interior of our State, how cm 
tkey eiq^ect, or eren hxape, how, sinoe tliey io^re de^ 
rtrofsd railroad^ bomed raifaroad-faridgee, demoKsiied 
towns, commhted to tiie ftones millions of dollara' 
worih of ooinmiisaxy stores, spiked aod abandoned 
litUMbreds o£ ^ir best and lai^eet canmms, evac^ialed 
asd £ocsaken their strong fertifications, oominitted to 
th« flemes miilmis of dollars' worih of cotton, aad 
Wifflfii^ all their navy, and, finally, with an army of. 
Mucrija ooldiors, to drive tiie Federal troofB oS: 
«V4ry inch of Virgii^a territory, r^abe, repossess, and 
r«lu>ld it? The idea is absardl And when we try td 
get 6nf Mlow^^tizens to reason on tlie snb jeot, and 
lay facts before them which are as plain as Heai^enVi 
6wn hf^iy we are imttHed and treated with the utm6st 
kdignity and boUrtemspt. 

' ^ With what heart oan man fight who l^ave bectf 
^9¥oed^ Utarally dragged from tineir business, thdi< 
homes, their wives and children, their fbttfiers send 
fiiothers, liieir brothers and sisters, th^r ficiends, and 
alt ^lat is dear t<v them^ to go away down South to 
fight and to defend the negroes and cotton and sugax' 
^nta<»ons of those wi^ed politicians who have forced 
d^s^ oomifton ruin upon us all, while they themselves 
is^ Kving at their ease, rolling in splendor and luxury 
M hotne, and would consider tiMnselves degraded by 
association with the poor soldier wiUi his knape&ck oa 
Ur back and his musket on hie shoidd^, and would 
ikx>rn to pemit him to sit aiid eat at th^ degantly^ 
ftoudMdandsttmpteoastabl^? : 
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'^lliink of the many predoos Ims that hvre betti 
loat in Weetem Virginia^ on tlie {dains of Manafleas^ at 
Torktown, at Williamaborg; thii^ of the bloody bftttle 
that is to be fought near Bichmond, toge&erintli tbe 
great anticipated battle or battles that will tdra plaee 
in a few days at some point between Frederickstorg 
Bxni Bichmond* (This battle was fong^t in Oolpepper 
oonnty, and at Bnll Bun, or in that vicinity.) . How 
many precions, undying souls are to be dashed in a 
moment into eternity, and perhaps without any pr^ 
paration to meet their final Judge ! And, still, preadiersi 
and communicants at the altar of the peaceful JeaoSi 
parents, fathers and mothers, wives, brothers and 
sisters, condemn the man who dares to expose the 
wickedness of the leaders and tries to save th^ir hus- 
bands and sons from ruin. The Lord have mercy upon 
the wicked stupidity of mortals ! 

'''Tis strange that things are so; but so they ar^ and 
it seems that there are certain cliques and parties which 
are determined that things shall thus go on, until our 
whole State is desolated and our children and friwb 
are all sacrificed. 

''Look at ihe desolation of all the counties betweoi 
the Ba{q)ahannock and Potomac Bivers, — at the condi- 
tion of the country from Hampton to BiGhmoQd,^--at 
the condition of tiie country from Fredendteburg to' 
the Blue Bidge; and i^hat will be the condition of 
the country from Fredericksburg to Bi^hsacmd, when 
this war shall have dosed? Desolation and one eoou&on 
ruin meet the eye of the beholder at every poini 
Nevertheless, in the fece of all these &cts, tl^bsre. are 
those who talk and mater into wild speculations aa i» 
the course to be pursued, and nhMA numt be imtbi mA 
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irfaftt ^kaU be done; and, xmleBB all others enfamit to 
iheir dictations and mandates, they are ruled oat as 
tracts, Abolitionists, ntbmdssionista, and aire marked, 
KpMad, proscribed, ostracised, as men who ought to 
be driren out of the oountry, or hung, and who will be, 
when the time comes. 

**In condusion, we venture the prediction &uU every 
'foot of Urritory embraced within ike houndary4inee 
€f Vvrgima when she seceded wiU agaia he brought 
hack into ^ Union. 

''This is only a question of time. Mark the predi^ 
tionr 



CHAPTER XVIL 

. Is the number of tiie ''Christian Banner" of May 
il, 1863, we publii^ed the foUowing editorial:*-^ 

"AFRICAN SLAVERY. 

" The fact, can be no longer disguised : let this war 

xesult as it may, African slavery in Virginia is already 

virtually swept from her territory. If she would lay 

down her arms and return to the Union, her citi^ena 

might receive some remunesration ibr their aervante 

frcMtt tine Govemn^t, if the Stsute would adopt a sya^ 

tam of gradual emancipation. Bot^ unless ihia aetion^ 

k taken by Vkginia, and tiiat qpeedily, the slava 

piqaulatioii, of the State will, in a few years, under tha 

Bloat favorable carcnmstaacm which can possibly faa 

«Ofiodved, all be free. It jre^dres no pnophetio eye tft 

tea tbai this will b^ ineviidbku. 

so 
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" In feet, if the war should continue in Virginia twelve 
montiiB or two years longer, there will be soarcdy a 
slave in the whole State. Nor is this alL There will be 
but very few of the sons of Virginia left, to read and 
rdate the history of her woes, after the war shall have 
closed. 

" Is it possible that Virginians are so utt^ly blinded 
and prejudiced as to be willing to sacrifice their chil- 
dren, their whole State, and every thing that is near 
and dear to a true patriot, for no holier purpose iliaa 
to try to establish a negrcholigarchy in the Gulf States? 
And are the poorer classes of the people so profoundly 
ignorant as not to see that the establishment of such a 
government would inevitably and forever seal tiieir 
own religious, social, and political degradation ? 

** Great God! What white man, what freeman, 
what American citizen, can tamely, meanly, and cow- 
ardly submit to become the dupe of a system so 
shockingly revolting to all the finer and nobler instincts 
of free-born American citizens ? 

"We are sorry that matters are brought to this 
issue. But we faithfully warned our fellow-citizens of 
the fearful results of secession, and they laughed at 
our admonitions, and classed us with Abolitionists, 
mbmisnonisUf and traitors. We now solemnly ask 
the question, who are right in this matter ? Secession-* 
ists said that seeemon would establkh African slaver]^ 
«i a sure and immovable foundation, — that slara 
property in Virginia would advance at leaipt one kuii<* 
dred pear cent. We said that the day VirgiAia seceded, 
slavery in Virginia was virtually atxdkhed* Let UifAM 
iecide who were and are tiie true friendfl^f Virginia 
and the South, — secessioMsts, or tiie 'Ohrtstiui B«aair* 
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Slid ik% Union men of the South. And still, "WiQi all 
theee facts staring them full in the hce, men affect to 
treat ns wiih sccn:n and contempt, and threaten ns with 
terrible ponishm^it, simply because we ^ied to say^e 
tiiem fixna ruin, and because they have lived to prove 
themselves &lse prophets and the scourge of Virginia 
and the whole South. 

*' The idea that the owners will receive pay for all 
their servants who make their escape from Ihe seceded 
States during the war, is suprmely absurd. Who 
will pay for them ? The Federal Gbvemment? Not 
one d<dlar I The Southern Confederacy? This is ab* 
surd. The fftct is, ihoae who have lost or who may 
toreafter lose their servants may just prq)are tiiem* 
•elves for the vwy worst." 



CHAPTEB XVni. 

In the number of the " Ohristijm Banner" of June 
7, 1862, we published the following editorials : — 

" COERCION. 

" When the secessionists commenced their wild care^ 
rf madness, they most solemnly protested against the 
principle of coercion. They affected to deeply deplore 
the breaking up of the country and the downfall of 
our Government, but most earnestly and constantly 
deprecated coercion. No sooner was it ascertained, 
howevier, that forty-five counties in Western Virginia 
hfid, determined to remain in the Union, than seoession^ 
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SBts ignored tlieii^ own doctrine^ Imd rcaohred to eoene 
these counties out of the Union and force them into 
the Southern Confederacy. Generals Lee, Fl^yd, Wise, 
imd others were sent to coerce them into submission to 
the Confederate Government ; with what smocesSy hom- 
ager, is well known to the American pec^le. 

*' If South Carolina, or seven States, had the legitir 
mate right to seoede from the Federal Gor^nment, 
contrary to the wishes and interests of all the other 
States in tiie Union, by a parity of reasoning, had 
not the counties in Western Virginia the legitimate 
right to secede from the remaining portion of the 
territory of Virginia? The Federal Gbvemment is 
composed of all the States and Territories in the Umon^ 
and Virginia is composed of all the counties embraced 
within her geographical boundaries; hence, if one State 
or seven States had the constitutional right uncon- 
ditionally to secede from the Federal Government, any 
one county or any number of counties in any State 
has the constitutional right unconditionally to secede 
irom that State. 

" The example being set, and the precedent approve4 
and established, the whole country at once becomed 
disintegrated, and the Southern Confederacy has not 
the shadow of security for her permanency and dura- 
tion, even if she should gain her mdependenoe. The 
only homogaieous institution existing in Virginia 
and the Gulf States calculated to bind and keep them 
together is the institution of African slavery. That 
Virginia will sooner or later become a free State cannirt 
Oertainly be any longer questioned by any one ci^paUie 
pf observation and reascming upon the plainest osmnsoB- 
sense pdnciples* Facts are now oonsteotly being 
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prejtidiced miiid that Virginia will certainly become a 
free State. 

^^SeceswoA was the death-stroke to slavery in Vir- 
ginia; and men may bite their lips and make their 
threats^ and abi»e nnk)n men, as they may, they can 
m&vet make the wc^ld believe but what they them* 
selves have brought the ruin upon their own heads* 
They have done it. Every cause must and will pro- 
duce its legitimate eflfect. Secession produced revolution 
and civil war ; and revolution and civil war will produce 
the abolition of African slavery at least, and certainly, in 
Virginia, and we confidently believe that it will finally 
produce it throughout the whde South. It may exist 
nominally in the Gulf States for a number of years, but 
the end must and will come. This by the way. 

^* Did not secessionists ignore their own principkt 
viixen they trisd to force their army into the Srtate of 
Maryland for the avowed purpose of coercing her oot 
of the Union and of forcing her into the Southern 
Confederacy? Did they not ignore their own porio*- 
ciples idien they tried to co^ce Kentucky and Mis* 
souri out of the Union, and actually declared to i^ 
world that both these States had seceded and had 
joined the Southern Confederacy ? Strange oonsistency ! 
Ho, reader : the hci is this. 

^' A party of leaders sei^e the public arms and am 
ihemselves to the very teeth, and, l^us armed, &rce oar 
ooerce the unarmed masses of the people to submit to 
tlkeir brdly boosts. And when the prq)erly-consti- 
^uted srathmties of the countary attempt to carry out 
tiie IttWB, aooording to the Oonstitotum and aocordii^ 
io fiieir awora oWgattons, ^Mse leaders ndao the 

30* 
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km and &ty, 'Th/ae raMik be w eoecdcft:' ii^te 4t 
Ibfce or ooeroe all othars is the ooasian^ iystemi^ 
labor and course of their lives. Secession leaders axe 
ike men who inaogurated the system of ^oecckm, and 
ihey are determined to keep it up until they ooeroeaid 
force out and kill out every poor man in the B(»itiL- 
mm Confederacy, to save ti^mselves from infamy and 
death*" 



CHAPTEB XIX. 

"COLOKED POPULATION OP PREMEICKSBURa. 

" The colored population of Fredericksburg ftar the 
most part are strolling about town, looking on at the 
WondfflTB of creation, carekss and indifferent as to ^e 
fotare, and seem to be perfectly ha|qpy. We learn that 
some of them who have left their a«m^» have rented 
xooois and set up for th^aselves. Being set free, aA 
4iiey think, they are going to get rich and ^row £rt> 
Bepkrable state of anarchy and confusion I 

** What a ccmtrast, between the feelings pf the ctior&i 
and whiie population of Fredericksburg ! — ^the former^ 
to all human appearance, perfectly hi^y ; the lait^ 
with painfrd, bleeding hearts, with all the anxiety and 
de^toned feelings, that can possibly press upon the 
hearts of parents, wives, diillren, bn>ti:iera, sisters^ 
relatives, and friends cradied to earth. Terrible 
tiK>ught I — our country ruiiied, our children, relfttivee^ 
and friends butdiered and slaughtezied up worae thaai 
beeves in a slonghtor-peny aad all on aoeemnt of tht 
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a fgycL God Almighty kaows it, and the world knovni 
iL Omu it bepedsible that men are willing to samfioe 
thmr oNmiary, their cMdreo, and all earthly happineM 
&r&eii^To? Oh,whatblimdm88l whatmadueBtr-^ 



CHAPTER XX. 



Ik the number of the "Christian Banner" of June 
14, 1862, we published the following editorials : — 

"NEGRO LOYALTY. 

** The stampede of contrabands cemtiinieB ima})at6dk 
On Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday last we suppoM 
ihat hundreds came into t^wn seeking tlui had of 
freedom. Curiosity induced tis to atk some of HtmUL 
from what sections they came, to whcnn they belonged, 
for what cause they had left tiieir masters, where tl^y 
purposed going, and what they intended to do. Bon^ 
had come from Carcdine county, some from Spott* 
sylvania, others from Louisa, &c <&c. Some had 'bad 
masters,* others 'wanted to be free,' and one woman 
eaid Ae had 1^ l^r master 'to git sh^ of taoouMe/ 
Borne were going to the * NOTf,' and others wanted to 
see their 'kinsfolks in town,' while others wasted 'to 
get wdtk anywhere' they oould« And here l^ey are^ 
strolling through the town and country, xmprotected, 
tmcared for, hom^esto, peimitew, aiKl fri^dless^ not 
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knowing whsre to go, wliAt to cb, nor wbak Is te b»* 
come of them. 

' *' Before Virginia seeeded, and hr some time after- 
wards, the impression seemed to be geiteial and pofpn* 
lar among secessionists that the n^roes would all 
prove loyal, that they would take np arms, and, if 
necessary, die for their masters ; that the skye-pc^ular 
tion of the South was one great and reliable dem^it by 
which the Southern Confederacy was to prove sac* 
cessfuL 

''We never had any confid^ice in the loyalty oi 
negroes to their masters, as a general rule. Th^re may 
]be a few isolated exceptions, but in the winding up (k 
this war it will be found that these exceptions are fev 
and fax between. We faithfully and constantly wame4 
our fellow-citizens of the danger and c^tainty of brioi^ 
ing Canada not only to our doors, but into our very 
midst. Seoeesiontsts laughed at our admomtions, and 
raproadied us as b^g one of the crazy ones of the 
Lincolnite submissbnbts who left 'their dime behiiid 
tiiem as they walk the streets of Fredericksburg.' 
They foolishly talked of the law of retaliation; that 
' if the Yankees take our negroes we will take tiieir 
hmrses, cows, and hogs,' <le. <&c. Such were the 
absurd ideas of oratorical, logical, {diilosophical seoes- 
sionlsts. 

" Wo went farther still, and warned our f^w-catizena 
that, if matters were carried to extremes, tiie Mack 
man would lift his arm against the white man, and that 
the time wocdd oome when the farther white men qoold 
get from the negroes the safer md better they would 
Jael. We warned secesuonisla <^ all these and jxmnf 
other e?ik whiah woakl necessarily rauUt fropx Hhm 
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dMrid «f aftidte^ for dtl whidi w^tecfeitAd liotUig m 
n&tmm from them but oontinual reproaches* 

'^Aod VLCfw we ^raifn our f^owHoituseiui o£ greater 
evifai than a&y that ha^e y^ bt^JAUan U3, and would 
implore ihem, &r their own aakes, and lor the sake o£ 
Ikelpleea wconw and duldieo, who in many instanoei^ 
and especially in the country, are entirely unproteoted, 
fb act with all ihe wiadon, prudence^ and discretioft 
oi which th^ are possibly capable. Will they do so» 
or wiU tiiey not? Stubbornness, rashness, and nuidness 
dan effect notiiung now but one common slau8ht^^ 
f^acts and circumstances which occur ermry hour in our 
sddst must certainly ocmvioce all of the utter disbyalty 
of the sla^e population of our country. Let us, there- 
tfoe, beware as to the future. A word to the wise is 
mSicmt; but {doIs eaa nerer be {profited but by the 
IdtiftiMt ^cperience. The loss of the vah^e in property 
et the negroes is nothing in ocmiparison to the hor« 
xible evils which may yet visit our distressed country-* 
Beware J BewaartT 



CHAPTER XXL 

"THEN AND NOW. 



If 



^EmroooDr sKmtl]^ ago the leaders of aecessiai 
strained every nerve, and moved every pow^ of eaarih 
of which they were capable, to carry out their deqn 
kid plam of treason against the iSimtfc and the Federal 
Cbvkmment Vociferous («atoiB, of whom there were 
many imd ^ varioira intelleotual gradatioaS) fiaamed^ 
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mved, and ranted, denouncing the 'Hag* of tlwJ TTnio^ 
as an execrated thing, only fit to trail in the dust and 
to be trampled under foot, swearing that the accursed 
thing should never wave over them again, and that 
unless Virginia seceded there would be a great stam- 
pede of her noblest sons down South; that they would 
never live under the Lincoln Government; that they 
would ^root for their living among the rocks and 
dens and caverns of the mountsdns and Woods,^ before 
they would ever submit to ' Black Republican rule ;' 
ihey would ' &ce the cannon's mouth, and wdxle in blood 
up to their necks;' Jeff Davis was their iPresidenl, 
around his standard they would rally, and under his 
banner they would march. The * Flag' of the Union, 
Ihe Co^istitution, the incoming Administration, and the* 
Federal Gbvemment, were constantly and most tm- 
qualifiedly denounced in the strongest possible terms 
by tb^i. They denounced men who advocated the 
cause of the Union as traitors to the South, — ^Blackr 
Bepublicans, cowardly submissionistSy mean Abolition 
Lincolnites, who left their ' slime behind them as Ihey 
walked the streets of Fredericksburg.' They resorted 
to every measure of political Jesuitism to inveigle 
everybody into the secession noose, knowing that if 
they could once get them committed they could easily 
produoe strangulation and choke them politically to 
death. These are facts, and the people in this commu- 
nity know tiiem to be facts, and we suppose that no 
one is reckless enough to deny them. This is the way 
things were then. 

'^2fbw we are told that Fredericksburg is a unit on 
the odious doctrine or idea of secession; that there 
nuxy be a few Unum-shriekers, but OiBy are men of no 
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re|)^atatio&, having no standing in tlie (xminmnitjr; that 
thqr are^ the very dregs of society, and therefore are 
not wc^hy of being considered as any opposition what* 
ever to the secession party. 

'* By these means the rampant seoessionists are trying 
now to brow-beat and keep the friends of the Union in 
searviie subjection to themselves and to their influence. 
Threats ^e being made of driving Unicm men out of 
town> of hanging them, shooting them^ <&Cp <&c., yfhm 
tiie Confederate army returns to Fredmidcsbarg. In 
this way, 'we, the nobility/ expect to keep down, 
(^mother, and onish out the UxterU Union feeing thai 
n etill 8BK>uld^ing in the boscsna of the trmei patx ioticv 
Uni<m men (A Frederidcsburg*. 

" Will fiwBaen ignobly submit to sudi vile asper* 
mm&f i^isolts, and indi^ties from men who.ean daua 
BO higher sup^iwity over them than that they 
podaees a larger nnmb^ of n^p^x^es, flo^ dwdling^. 
hoQ9e6, and more a^es of land ? Will ixit&amifGrewr 
^m»€T, beyfore a n^ignHxristoeTaoyf Will they always 
siicc^mb to the wvnk$ and blwki of a set of dffligpingy 
napjincipled, political pettifoggers ? Will fr^m^mh^ fcr- 
ever r^nain in a state of passive obedienoe to tibe mS 
imd diotabf^ of a set of old, broken-down, anstooratlo 
£^es? We tru^ in God that the time will come, a^ 
i& not far distant, when reapectaMiti/ and poeM^n in 
society will not be based upcm negr(nsm, but upon true 
merit and gemdne worih^'^Christian JBanner, Jum 
14,1862, 
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CHAPTER XXIL 

«THE GREAT BATTLES NEAE EICHMOND. 

''Accx>RDiiia to all aooounts receiTdd of the great 
Wtles near Eichmond, Va., on the let, 2d, Ac. in** 
gtant^ the oamage was great and the loss of Itfe w$B 
terrible on boUi sides. The most fertile imagination 
oan nerer fully picture the horrors of that scene. 
Thousands upcm thoustoids of the dead, dymg, and 
wounded lay commingled upon the battie*field. All 
ranks and conditions, from generals down to the hiitn- 
Uest priTate, the rich and poor, the high and low, the 
leM^ed and unlearned, find a common level on th^ 
battle-ground. But thesad story of Borrow BJkd 90fyr^ 
ing ends not there. A nation's eye is turned to ^t 
iKbd spot, and a nation's heait is made to bleed. Wifsi 
are made widows, children are made orphans, and pa^ 
rents are deprived of the hope and stay of liie in ihsit 
declining years. Truly has the territory of Virgin^ 
beocone a oommon battle-field, and her sacred soil a 
common burying-grcmnd. All, all to gfatify the un* 
holy ambition c^ ungodly, disappointed ^magognesr 
'^Christian Bcmner, Jtme 14, 1862« 
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CHAPTER XXIIL 



•GETTING OUR EIGHTS. 



" Many of the humble poor who nevw owned a 
Q^ro in all their liyes, and perhaps never would, if they 
WiBre to liv0 to be one hundred years, old, were the 
loudest in huzzaing at the downfall of their country, 
aad the i!K»st Yociferoua in clamoring for * our rights,' 
whUe tiie great struggle be^aen the tJnicAistB and 
secesaitmists was n^ii^ in Fredericksburg said in Vir- 
ginia eighteen months ago. We were forcibly remiiuM 
&{ this the other day, when, walking down street, we 
)ttpp«»ed to ML in with a man who remarked, 'Timm 
are awful hard : pocur people can't get any work to do. 
jOi^ cft&'t get any thing to lire on. What do ytm. 
think of it?' We lE^ply remarked, ^ We are gettii^ 
cmt rights,' and passed on. 'We want our rights; 
we m^t hme our ri^ts ; we will fight for our ngfatsl* 
was the cry at ewry comer of tl» streets, — ^whennoone 
bad troubled thdr rights in any respect whatever, sad 
ih^ were protected by the Gov^nm^it in every right 
ik^ could claim or ever had. 

: "The leaders harangued th0 people, — ^told them of a 
i^>u8and imaginary rights which were perilled, — ^that 
secession Was the only security for holding on to thmi' 
rights, — ^that secession would multiply th^ rights a 
hundredfold; and, verily, the poor, ignorant people 
thought it was aU irv^, and, thus duped by their 
widced, infernal leaders, they wei^e awindled out of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



168 

and surrendered up all the rights tiiejr ever had or 
ooold possibly claim. Now they see it and feel it. 
They are now getting their ri^ts." — Oiristian Barmar, 
June 14, 1862. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

GOD WILL PBOSPEB THB BIGHT. 

^'BwoBE the inaogoratiQn of the presiOit. war, and 
long alter it had commmoed, we were repeatedly tdd 
that, if the Southern Cosafederacy weca righ^ she 
would certainly snooeed; hut if die w«^ 'vnmg, the 
Federal party would trinmj^ : that Ood would pcoefi&c 
the party that was in tiie right. If, th^^lbre^ the 
Federal Govermnent should succeed, are these same 
persona willing to rekum to the Union and prore loyal 
to the Federal Government? If they are ncA and do 
not, then they will ignore the confidence which they 
professed to have in Gbd, and will, to all intuits and 
purposes, prove themsdves'to be if^fidebf as well at 
traitors to the South and to thdr country. To whomf 
then, can they look fer mercy or help? European 
powers will not, in our humhle (pinion, reoogaim 
them; ' King Cotton' hae proved impotent to save th^n; 
and if they continue to c^um the Federal Govern- 
ment, where can they go, and what will they do ? 

** These are questions which demand the serious ocm* 
sideration of all thinking people in the Southern Ccm- 
federacy, and of all secessionists out of it*'' — Christian 
J^Mn$ryJpMU,V^2. 
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«<A NEW ERA WILL PAWN UPON THE OLD DOMINION. 

" The present war is going to produce a general up- 
heaving, turning-over, and a complete revolutiori, of all 
things in Fredericksburg and throughout the whole 
State of Virginia, — ^in society, institutions, politics, 
morals, literature, science, agriculture, mechanics, 
manuiactures, and religion: so that within at least ten 
years after the conclusion of this ungodly war the 
'whole appearance of things in Fredericksburg and bB, 
Virginia will be completely dianged from what it wa* 
when the war began. A new era will dawn upon the 
Old Dominion, and she will ultimately become one of 
the most wealthy, intellectual, and densely populated 
States in the whole Union. We may not live to see it, 
but oAers wilL" — Christian Banner, Jtme 14, 1862. 



CHAPTEE XXVL 

In the number of the " Christian Banner** of June 
18, 1862, we published the following editorial : — 

"THE PRESENT ASPECT OP APPAIRS. 

* ^Whai <san Vii^(iiftians pzonase themselves under 
the preeeoi aspect of affiirs, unless they roooQiMO 
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th^ jr^beUion, retom to the Union, and baoome ioyal 
to the Federal Government ? Agricultural operations 
to a great extent, are neglected, and in many sections 
of Virginia where; a year past, thousands of bushels of 
wheat and com, Ac. &c., were raised, nothing at all is 
now being produced. Negroes are leaving from almost 
every part of the State,— ^which s^ously diminishes 
the amount of labor hitherto bestowed on agriculture^ 
Thousands on thousands of the laboring-class of th« 
white male population of the State have beeu forced 
into the army, and their small feurms are, ccmsequentlj, 
^»eglected; and ev^i in sections where there are no 
ajnpiies the state of excitement is such, and the scar<^<7 
of labor is so great, that oomparatively little prodoo^ 
CB^, possiUy, be raised in the State; whild iferj 
utearly the whole army of the Southern Confederacy is 
•Qcamped within the territory of Virginia, and must 
be suf^ported. 

** The money currency of the Southern Confed^racj 
is. pompacratively valueless (mtside of the lines of thf 
Confederate army. Suppose that soldiers in the Sontii- 
em army who have families within the lines of the 
Federal army could send the money they receive to 
their fGtmili^ : it would answer no valuable purpose 
whatever, because they cannot purchase such articles 
with it as they need. It is well kna>Km that Southern 
soldiers are paid off in Southern money, and that, 
too, for the most part, in Confederate notes. There* 
fore, these notes, even if suffering families and de8ti> 
tute persons could obtain them, would profit them 
little outside of the Southern Confederacy. It requires 
M ai^giunebt to prove the correctness of tiiis remark: 
lacts prove it to be true bey ond xx>ntradietioiL . 
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^In'Fni^GkAiBttg, fateimapl^, (here lure t hott w arfs 
Ttpon ilioTisazidB ef dollars' worth of Confederate aotee; 
ftnd yet the holders of Hiese not^ cannot nse them for 
any valuable parpoee, beeanse Federal merchants in 
Frederidralnu^ r^nse to take them, fi»r the i^ple 
T8a8<m that they can make no Talnabk disposition of 
than at the North. The question then naturallj 
arises, what is to become of £umlies 1^0 aM distitate 
ef the neeessariss of hh, having no meaim to obtain 
them, and whose husbands and sons, being in the army, 
ajee not aUe to provide fer them ? 

^'Under ordinary dimunstancee, thk wovld be a 
ratiier anpteasant |»ctnre to contemplate; but, ander 
present drcumstanoes, the aspectof affidrs is absolutely 
alarming; Just let any one reflect Ibr a sin^ momeiit, 
imd ccHnmon sense must teach him that the pocnr i&eSh 
iies of s(ddia» who are in the Confederate army are 
in a most terribly awful condition. Very neariy tke 
whole country which has been forsaken by the Con- 
federate army is 1^ bare ami desolate. Stock, and 
all kiuito of provisions, to a very concudsrable extent, 
ware taken for the support of the army. In many 
sections of the country, f^^cing has been tc^ally de- 
stroyed, horses, oxen, and wagons have been pressed 
into service, and thousands of women and dtikhrea 
have been left destitute, with no one to attend to 
fexming-operations. What is to - beccmie kA Hiese 
families of forsaken, destitute woiiien and children? 
Under tiie most favt>rable circumstances in which we 
can possibfy view this subject, these families must 
suffer. ' It cannot be <^erwise. And even if they had 
the meami with whidi to purdiase, the goods are not in 
iiie country to be had ixst any {»nce or for any kind of 

SI* 
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eamaiej. This id ik> ftncj sks^^ Btem I'ea^es 
•speak in ttmes of thnndcfr, warning men everyirhere to 
Teturn to their God, their cotmtry, aid their duiy 
before fiunine and death prove thmr min. 

*^True, this is a fearfol picture toocnm of wealthy as 
well as to the poorer classes. Say they^ ^We hme 
Bold our goods and our produce, and mosirf'otte m^wy 
'consists of Confederate notes, and our negroes axe 
leaving us, and we cannot use our money, and we rare 
faking nothing and doing nothing; and, unless the 
South succeeds and gains h^ independence^ we sball 
io»e all we have, and will be reduced to a state of oom- 
"parative poverty, — to which we ccmnot iuhmit. Thz 
Sevih wWr--^4he 8(mOi must — conquer.^ 

*' The fiwjt is, the South can never eonquOT. It is 
•trifling with the feelings of an iiigured and outraged 
'people to talk about Hhe darkest hoar being just 
before day.' There never has, in our bumble (q>imon^ 
-been but one dark hour to the South ; and that hour 
"b^an when the 'flag' of our country was insulted at 
Charleston, South Carolina, on the 12th day of April, 
1861; and that dark hour will never end until the 
-South lays down her arms and returns again into 'Ae 
Union. The longer she holds out, the darker aaid 
darker the hour will become, until it shall oondense 
cinto Egyptian darkness, that can and will be fdL 

''What chance is there for the bursting out of Ug^ 
on the Southern Confederacy? Let us see. 

*^ The whole ^hting population of the South, by the 
emacnpUon law, has been forced into the Southnm 
army. When, therefore, the Confederate army.whidi 
is now in the field sh^dl have been diminisbed by fitt- 
ing and disease to an inconsiderable number, wfa«« will 
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Sttft «mircottie'fipom to noDgwiiaa snotbtr Scnlham 
"xtmff The mmi «ff6 not in. the Soatb: thare^ 
icaw ike Sooth <san ftever raise anothcor consden^^ 
army* The most of Hie fioothem army is now coppttd 
up in and around Eiohmond, and evidently the grsater 
part of the Oonfedemte £»C6 is in , Virgtoia* How 
oaathat amj:be««etained tiioro during the jammer, 
&11, and tiie nesct winter^-'-eivien supposing Ttiflhwond 
oanne^ be taken by the Federal fbaroas? Where are 
all the supplies to oome from to support two hundred 
and fifky thousand soldiers, and all ihe horses, — to say 
Botiiifig about the cttiisais, and tiie thouaaads of negroes 
ikat have been sent from different parts of Virginia to 
Bidanond for protection?; Suppose they hava com 
axld^onrin abmftdance to last them for so h»ig a period^ 
(whtoh we very much questkm:) wheore and how oaa 
ih^ obtain meat^ salt^ and cbthing for sudi a Tast 
mmiber of n^en? The soldiers, citixens, and negroes 
must ail have something to eat and wear, or else they 
must stan^re* The horses and oxen mu^t all be fed^ ox 
tiiey will die. Th^ blockade is complete, and resouroes 
for siq)plies are nearly all cut oflf. How then, we ask, 
eaa ii» great army in Budmumd be sustained for ten 
or iwdve months longer, unless si^pliea can be d>* 
tfdned eisewhere than fiN>m Virginia and from the 
Soutii? It cannot be I The tru& is, e^ery hojxr the 
Sm^ oonimues m ayms^ the woase it will be for her; 
and time will prove it so. 

'* Suppose that another terrific battle should be fought 
at Bichmond, and that McOlellan's whole army shcmld 
be demolished : would the United States Government 
give up the contest and acknowledge the independence 
of tiie South? We do not believe a word of it. Soon 
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aaottier army inmld be orguueed, and thd war would 
atill go on, and would be proeeoutod with greater Tigor 
than ever. A grand and signal defeat <d t^ Fedeiral 
army would only prolong the war, and especially in 
Virginia. 

''Sece«u(xi is as much like the devil as the devil is 
like himself: the more yon try to oompxomiae it, the 
more devil it is. This is the character of sece8ai<Hi,— * 
ahraya has been, now is, and so it will be to the eui of 
time«"-^OJ^^cm Banner* 

''The av^raj^nnmber of oontrabandsoonstantly cam* 
tag into Frederioksborg we wonld sEppose to be at 
least two hnndred per day ; and the number seeme t6 
be rapidly on the increase. This is emandpsUion witli 
a vengeanoel At this rate, how Icmg wiU it i$k^ Via^ 
ginia to become a free State? Let the leaders oCseces- 
sion answer the questkm. For this they worked by 
dqr and ni^t; fi»r this they lied with ^ their mi(^; 
and now, verily, they are reajm^ Uie reward of Htmt 
hborJ'^-^GImitian Banner, Jtme 18, 1862. 

f ' If certain characters (secessionists, we mean, wd 
some Ibw othcvs, if yon please) could be bmif^t for thmr 
legiitiiaaU worth axki sold for their own imaginary 
worth, heavens I what grand speculations could be 
madel What do you think of that,readerr---<2iW-«rtais 
Banner, June 18, 1862. . 
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** Thb stempedo of negroo^oontiiiueft with inereafted 
mimbexp. Oa last Thonday, ona hundred and fifirf 
€ro80ed oi^r to the north side of the Ttappahiiireodt 
'Biver. Th^ are going, going, and will all aoon be 
gcmel What do seoesaion orators saj noutf Whj do 
tbef not make speedtea now, delinei^Bg the beeAtiea, 
^oriee, and exoellenciea of seoesaion ? Where ia the 
^^imaidaimble fbnndation/ «m iriudi 'African ala^ery' 
ia * bea^' ? It ia sliding away by d^reea, and is be» 
Mtiiing weod^oUy amall and weak* 

'' The leaders (^ seoesaion are &e men who ' ooght to 
feet ashamed to hold up thmr heada as they walk the 
etra^ of FredencksWg,' beholding their dtaloyal 
MTvanta running at wilL Th^ are the men who feal 
and know, and their oonsoienoea foroe them to tnentidly 
^tdakn^ ' This is the work of our own hands; these a£e 
Ihe^ blasted, withered -firuits x^ our own gnpamHeled 
JoUy. We sowed.the wind, aiad are reaping ^e whtd- 
wind* We are the true ^lemies of ourselves^ the 
en«nies of our fellow-citizens, of the South, of our 
oountry, and the enemies of our God.' 

"Yes, all this is the work of the <ie?7ion secession; and 
secessicmists feel it, and know it, and are drinking the 
cup of bitterness to its very dregs.'* — Christian Banner, 
Jum 24, 1862. 
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CHAPTER XXVm. 

«<BINa-LEADEBS OF SBCmSION. 

<< The ringleaders in this Rooession rebellion will, when 
the tragical scenes shall have dosed, become a provarb^ 
a byword, and a hissing among all the nations of the 
civilized world. They shall be scattered to the £oQr 
comers of the earth, and, like the okl, hard-hearted 
Jews, shall be politically sdd to their enemies for bond- 
men, and no man shall buy them. 

^'Then it will be seen and acknowledgedthat the whole 
plot was conceived in iniquity, was conducted by a syfh 
t^natic course of viliany, and ended in irretrievable 
infamt/. This is what we predicted when the rebellion 
began, and it is what we have believed ever since. And 
as certainly as every cause produces its legitimate e&ct^ 
so it will come to pass. Union men have nothing to 
fear in the distant. fiiture. History and posterity wiU 
do th^aa and their cause justice. Then it will aleo be 
eeen that &e Union men of the Scmth were the<Hdy true 
friends of tikd Boviik." — Christian B<mner, June 24 
1862. 



CHAPTEE XXIX. 

In the number of the " Christian Banner" of June 36, 
1862, we published the following editorials : — 
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"SUBJECTS FOR BEFLECTION. 

''Soperrtitioii laid cradolity have acted well their 
part in working out the ruin of Virginia and the whd« 
SoutiL Many of tha deargymen of t^ South, long be- 
fore the isafligaration <tf the present war, were actiyely 
engaged in sowing the eeeds of discord and contention 
and in firii^ np the Boatiiiem heart to deeds of daring 
rdbelUon against the Federal Oovomment. That tiiiey 
kandled tins snl^ect cautionsly and ingeniously, yet^ 
bnt too effBctoally, &cls prove beyond contradiction. 

^Oertsinprefldieist^m«rttfec2aU through t^^ State of 
Virginia, ddineating the ' glories of Southern Method^ 
ism,^ aid hurling unmitigated anathemaa agamst the 
'rSTortbem Methodists' particulaply, and the 'Nor^« 
em pe^le' generally. They took 'the field,' politi* 
eians^like, and went from county to county, from viUagv 
to village, irom town to town, from city to oity, and 
horn one ccHnmunity to another, disOTSsuig the merits 
of African slavery, and begging money to ^idow theiy 
sectarian, 8euth«m-Meihodistic, i»ro-riev«ry coUegesi. 
Mavery ! Slavery I Slav^ I and Money ! Money ! Mxh 
ney ! were the aU-absorbing topics. Persons who hap* 
p^ied not to be c^ th^ peculiar ca$t of mind, €uid who 
roiased to chitM in with them, were placed ui^ler tiie 
ban of public closure, so far as their influence ex- 
tmded. To list^i to tite pompous utterances of these 
little divinity, selfKx>noeited, clerical coxcombs, one 
would in£N: that they firmly believed thMnselves to b^ 
the divinriy-c^)pointed guardians of the South and of 
iki» whole Southern people, and that no one was in« 
tu^ested in the whole matter but tl^mselves. They 
aoqsirad popularity and found &vor in the South bo" 
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cause of the pecuUar denominatiaual title which they 
assumed to take to themselves : * The Southern Method- 
ic Oiurch;' 'The Methodist Episcc^ Ohnrch, fiotith.* 
Zkej seemed to think that the name * Sonthsm: M»* 
thodifit' was sufficient to place one above wMpidcm fd 
being an Abolitionist, or of having any liortheni pco-* 
divities whatever. 

* ''Their strong argument was, Godwas witk them: 
Qod had blessed their labors; Cbd had added ihoiisaiidB 
^d thousands to thdr numbers ; and ikek very &&af^ 
ticism and extravagance were passed off as emanali<»i8 
of the eternal divinity, or direct influences of tha'Soly 
C&ost.' 

. "Theheartsandmindsof the So«thempeo|de being 
fired up by these c{mn69, and hjpoUliciana aoting^in' 
ecmcert with them, it was an easy matter for ihem, 
when the war begau, to attribute every seeming soo^ 
oess to the direct interposition of Almighty Ood, and; 
to induce the people to believe it» Henoe,, when ther 
attack was made on Fort Sumter, and after the ba(UI» 
had been fought and no (me was killed, the or7 was^ 
^Grod is with us;' 'Ood is fighting our battles 1^ ns;' 
^Ood directs the bullets.' After tlra ^ht at Acquiot 
Creek, last spring was twelve months ag(V aod ' »>- 
body got killed,' the cry was, 'God is fighting our 
battles.' 

" When portions of the Federal fleet stranded last yaicr 
on tha CaroHna coasts, 'Grod had raised &0 vrmAs aiicl 
sent the storms for the ezpresa purpose of 4lc8ir9yiiigr 
the Yankee vessels.' After ike Federal troops ktA 
rebuilt the railroad4)ridge across the Bappahaimodk 
'Biirer at Fredmcksburg, and the freshet oa]tte:'«od' 
wtthed it away, iQod Mat tha tgmh^ iq Jimttps^^ 
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Am bridge.' 'Suck dd&gs caa't proeper/ ' Ood w9t 
pst a stop to it.' Agidn ike bridge was rebuilti and 
bad been used only a day or two, when there came 
aiiOtlKBr finsket, at am unnjBoal season of the year, and 
swept iM away again, 'ftirely tikis is the work of God/ 
'Don't you sse?^ 'Didn't we tell you so?' 'It can't 
prosper/ ' God is abore the devil, tiiank the Lord/ 

^' How, ktr us examine this subject a little. If God 
waa qxeialfy with either party in the beginning of ihh 
unholy war, sxkI favored that party because it toa$ in 
tike right, why has he at any time suffered reverses to 
befall that party ? Has he not the wisdom to see^ and 
the power to acoomplish all his purposes ? 8urely he 
kasl Why then is he constantly changii^ his pur-* 
p08es,**-*toHlay with the Oonfederates, helping them, 
and to-morrow with the Federals, lending them a help 
iDg hand I Beally, we think it high time for the people 
to put a stop to all this nonsense about God being widi 
diis, that, or the oth^ party, fighting their battles for 
diem, (be dbc We consider it nothing more nor less 
ibaxt horrid blasphemy to make God Almighty a party 
to the wickedness of mortals. 

" If Gk)d raises the winds and s«ids the storms to wredk 
tiM Federal yessds, why does he not make a dean 
sweep of it, and fink them all at once, and have done 
irith it? If he sends the rains to raise the rivers to 
wash away thrir bridges,- why does he not send the 
Ij^toing and sUxm and kill th^n all in a body, and 
sweep tlbsm from the face of the earth in an instant? 
Dees he lack the pow^? If not, why this piece- 
seal work? If Heaven be actually and specially en<* 
gaged in igniting for the Bouthem Confederacy, why 
is alL das xuBning.away of the darkm? OoiUd not 
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frovIdMCe pat it istoC^ minds iiidli«artB of thfii^ «&r 
lb remain at kome and eontuma tovozk to ihak 
ownars? 

''The trnth ja^ daeignapg gianhanre in^naad npaniki 
croduliiyof Hie ignorant and qnampaciing ao lopg that 
tiiay thhik tkey^nns^ and omm any and trery i^ 
surdity down their throalB; howaifw ricUiMilons/aflid tha 
iwMMm, ftofh^ the masses, are boasd to receiTa and 
swallow it all, as oomang directty ttfxok^ the hi^ and 
kdy feontain of divine invitation. TKeie is a feaxfol 
reepoimbility resting cm jMreachers, editoiB, poKticiftaii» 
and others in this &arM tragedy, the dn« weiglit xd. 
which has never been felt by thenu Bat a day of tei!« 
riUe reckoning is at hand, when men shall caU qpea 
tiie rocks and moontains to fiUl nponr them sjmL hide 
them from impending wn^ ; bat it will then be too Irte^ 
* ''That good m^nltimately come out of thiii war, and 
order spring out cl oonfiision, we do not question^ The 
political, ecclesiastical, and moral world have all b^ 
come so abommably corrupt that war may he abeot 
lutely neoesaary to purify the elements* Mien must be 
humbled for liieir sins and rebcdlicm against Heaveiiu 
God permits men and nations to quarrel and £ght, and 
to take one another's lifes, and to de^nyy each other; 
but this is not the will of Qod God is a Qod of bve^ 
peace, and order, and not a God of wraith, of cOnfuaioD^ 
of battles, blood, and carnage. 

^Han individual vidate any one of &e fixed lavs of 
nature, he m^t and wHl snfiRar the penalty anne^qed te 
that law. If nations violate ti^r hiws of nature, hor 
manity, and justice, they too must safer iDr flieir crimea 
This is cause and eAct, and the c^BEact can never finally 
cease imtil thfr cause is MnMVfdwh^iiivodiiMiiL . 
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- '*IjB% men, tiw^, oecne to pxmta sbont Jhvbie firavi* 
flwoe, abadt Qod'a bnng with tiuB^ tiiat, or theotiica? 
party. The &ct k, God is with and/or but one partj^ 
mxA tha^ is tha good and rig^t party, and ibat "wbkik 
h ptir# and ludy and ri^t ai^ jwA Qod will Uesa 
and prosper, and Botfaing more; and for mm, whoee 
mindiB and hearts ai^ filled with yhuUott^MMss, and 
every ducordant and devUiah passion, to prate about 
divine interposition, is folly, is wicked, is bbspbemy. 

"The elements in the political, religious^ social, saA 
moral world are all in commotion, and the whole ord^ 
of things is undergoing a complete revolution; old 
things are passing away, and all things are becoming 
new ; a great struggle is going on between the spirit 
of dei^tism on the <Hie hand, and freedom on the other, 
between mind and institutionalism ; the great queeti<m 
is, shall despotism and institutionalism triumph over 
freedom and mind, or shall freedom and mind conquer 
despotism and institutionalism? This is the great, 
grand, and sublime problem now being solved. Let us, 
tbei^efore, patittttly wait the result; m the mean time, 
]sM>wev6r, let us disdiarge our duty to Ood, to our 
eountry, and to our feUow«man, and trust to Heaven fot 
wMKj in ike future. Reader, tibink on these things/' 



CHAPTER XXX. 

"PRACTICAL SECESSIOKISTS. 

• ''On Wednesday (yeftterday) one hiMidwd and thirty 
oontnteiAi left TndeoAcksWg, and esoMod tbe.Bap^ 
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pidiMmock River, going norAwaid ; loid ihis (13nir»- 
day) morning forty-four others, who caane in town ket 
night, were sent in the same direction. The whole of 
these one hundred and seventy-four contrabands Are 
praetical secessionists. Secession is taking to itsdf 
wings and fljring away. This is neoesdon, — practical 
Hceasion, — the movable foundation, the flying, roUii^ 
basis of African slavery. What do secessionists — whiU 
secessionists, we mean — think of tiiis?" — ChriHian 
Sanner of June 26, 1862. 



CHAPTER XZXL 

. In the number of the " Christian Banner*' of July 
2, 1862, we published the following editorials : — 

**THEOW OFF THE VEIL, 

"That Africfiai slavery is the direct (»ude wfaibh 
has produced the present wicked civil war, cannot be 
longer disguised. Is there a solitary man in our whole 
ccmununity, who has any claims to intellig^ice whath 
ever, who can longer deny the fact ? No ; not one. 

"Suppose the 'Southern Confederacy' should gain 
her independence, and should establish a permanent 
government based upon African slavery, — as it certainly 
would be : what Would become of the poor white pcqm* 
lation in such a government ? The condition of the 
poor whites would be infinitely worse than that of the 
negroes themselves. The negroes would be cared fb? 
by their owners, housed^ fed, ^thed, attended in 
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B, mod daeehtly buied wbon damd, if ^wiiad by 

'^13ia ndx, beiikg ind^endent of the labor ol the 
poor irbite pofwlatkm, exc^t so £ar as oversetrs and 
faoQsskeqiQra are ccmoemod, would have bo* respect 
JMT 8]^pathy for ihe poor laboring white ckst of the 
people whatever. It requires no argument to provf 
this &(^ It is a lesson which the laboring poor have 
learned loi^ ago, in all slave-holding oenus^nnitieSb 
And even the lfiJx>r of poor white medianios is already 
reduced toan insignificant figure in the South. Already 
tiiere are in the South thcniaands upon thousandi cf 
ikegro carpenters, sho^nakers, blacksmiths, brickr 
maaona, fdastera^s, &o. &c. All this labor comes into 
<Uzeot competition with tiie labor ci poor white me- 
dianios. They know it, they feel it, tiiey quarrel 
apbout it ; and etill they wish and are tr3ang to esta- 
blish it permanently, thus fastening the curse upon 
^siCTiseiveB, and entailing it on their diildren through 
«11 time to come, by fighting to establish a negro- 
ddgardiy! 

^'Oolored labc^ costs the slave-owners nothing more 
4han the board and tax of the laborers (aftor the labor- 
ers are once pa^ for) ; and the board is ctf the cheapert 
kind, and the tajt but a small trifle. Hence slaveip 
tiwii^^ oaA have work executed much dieaper than 
^hite men can possibly do it.. Therefore, when. slave 
labour comes into competition with the labor of poor 
white men, how mh the poor white laboring-classes 
support their fsmiiies, pay all contingent e3q>ense6, and 
educate their diildren so as to give them a position in 
society and a rank with ridi dlave«hoid^»' eh^Ldren? 
Sa^y wnifot cb it,; it is imposoftble. 

82* 
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citizeDB in the Souths instead of patroniioi^ tib^r ovn 
mechanics, as a genexttl rale, send to the Nccth to par- 
^hase articles which would be znannfactored at home 
if tiie mano&ctarers were encouraged. Am kng as 
this state of things oontinuee, the poor will remain 
^poor, and their diildren must of necessity be brought 
up in comparative ignorance, which, according to the 
opinion of some men, is just as it ought to be ; because, 
say they, 'poor people's children have no need cf edu- 
cation*' Why have they no need of education? Be- 
cause, if the masses were educated, Ihey would so 
-loi^^ become the vassals of political trickst(ns,asiaK»^ 
^emi^^c^ues, and ecclesiastical knaves. Our ooun^ 
would be si^e in the hands of an intellig^t and mt- 
inxms people; and this, aspirants know and dread, aad 
lience their aversion and deep-rooted prejudice to 
popular education. 

. " We have always been pro-slavery in <Mir feelings, — 
&EU)re, however, on account of the negroes themselves 
than of any permanent, solid good tiiey are to their 
owners* Our opini<»i has ever been that to dbange 
4he relation which servants hold to their masters would 
be a great evil to the former; becaaiae, semi^vilr 
-ized and semi-cdiristianieed as most of them are, a&d 
being uneducated, th^ are incapable of s^-govem* 
ment. It seems to us, however, that the time has 
«(teally oome when impc^rtant dianges are to be made 
and new relations are to be fermed. And, while we 
deeply and truly sympathize for the condition of the 
cohered population of our country, we sympathise ix 
iour country more. And now, since our country is 
thrown into one end of ike babmee, and negroes into 
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Hie odier end, and the issue k being forced npcm tt8| 
aaftd the qi^^stion is being asked us, which we will take, 
©or coimtry^ or negroes, or oor country ¥rithout slavery , 
4» slavery without our country, we answer, emphaticaUy 
andtmcempromiBingly, OUB OOUNTRY FOEEVEBI 
''We say that c^ULoges are being made and new 
rations are being formed. Servants are every whetis 
leaving tl^dr masters and floddng within the lines of 
ih^ Federal troops. That they do this thing willingly, 
eann<rt; be denied. It is an act o£ their own free voli- 
tion. True, it is said that the 'Yankees are stealing 
<mr negroes.' For the sake of aif^ment, let us sup- 
pose that the 'Yankees' have stolen all the negroes 
who have left their owners in the town of Fredericks- 
hacg. The negroes are constantly flocking into Fre- 
deridtsburg from the ez^^me borders of Sssex, 
Hanover, King and Queen, Louisa, Caroline, Culpepper, 
Orange, Madison, Albemarle, and all the counties in 
the northcdm nec^ of Virginia, and fixnn all parts of 
BpottsylvaBfia county. Did tiie 'Yankees' go to all 
ithese different localities and 'steal away the'negroee'? 
No: ^e negroes vduntarUy leave Aeir homes and come 
to Fredericksbui^. What does all thk argue ? The 
probl^oa is practically and literally demonstrated that 
the slaves of Virginia have an idea of freedom and a 
wish to obtain it, and are determined to be frte. This 
ift the only rational conclusion at which any sensible, 
logical mind can arrive. That they are det^mined to 
be free, and will certainly be free, is <Mily a question of 
lime. If, therefore, it is thrir wish and determination 
to be fi-ee, it is by Aeir own voluntary act; and if evil 
'shall come to them by thb act, let it fall upon their 
<^wn heads. That the cosiditioh of n»ny of the present 
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g&heacniion wi& aver "be battered^ we*ib'noi>rb4iM€(} 
irhile, on ih» oiher liaad, hfo do no4 tiiiak tliat tide OoAt 
dition of some oi tiiem can be v«ry nmch worsteds 
Wliere they ore going, and what ultimate dertuty m 
locality awaits them in the foture, we oaonoi te£L 
This 18 a grave qnesticm/ ami one whieh will demacnd 
Ae profoundest l^isktion of the nation. That pro* 
risions, however, will be made for them by tlM Qovem* 
ment, we do not entertain a doubt. 

^Look at the deplorable condition to whi<di om 
country, our children, our neighbors, and fsUowrcilit 
sens, are all reduced on account of &e negra^ aiMi tkaa 
let any true-hearted patriot, humane fath^ or taoi&aPj 
who have the natural sympathy and tilkcti&m of 
parents or patriots, say what estimate Aey can eviet 
hereafter place upon the institution of AfHoan etov^ryv 

** The question of AMcan slavery has be^ nuide a 
pretext for secession; has brokto tip our Government^ 
has itiauguratod civil war, has desolated our oeujnti^i 
has drenched our land in blood, has blea^ied the lofty 
hills and beautifal plains oi our counia*y with die bones 
lof our children, brothers, fitthers, friends, and nei^ 
bors, has made heart-broken widows of l&oulwida, and 
p^niless, starving orphans of miUicmft, ha* n)bed a 
whole nation in the drapery of sorrow, kasMntati^ 
and woe; and the horrible wodi of destraetion and 
death is still going on, while there are those who saj^ 
^Let it go tm, UAtU the last man in the 6<^utii is kUk^ 
rather than ever return again to the Unioai or setk 
the protection of the Govermineat oi the IJnited 
States I' That is to say, 'Let the wh<de Soutib be 
baptized in blood; let our children be riaughlered like 
Seattle. in the market; lei every man in: the^ Gkmth be 
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kffied; let our whole coontry sink to Vernal rain; but, 
for €^€^8 9ake, let U9 keep our negroett This is tiie 
idba! Teg^ Heav^i knows that the negro is the one 
gx^saty griffidy and sablime id^t with many of those 
who are oonstantly making terrible thrcfats against 
good and loyal eitiiens and g^iuine patriots. 

'^ If these neffro^dolmr^ gentlemen wmre farced ta 
sbonlder their modEets, buckle on their kneq>sackSy eat 
hard bread and spoiled meat> lie on the wet, coid 
gzoand, be dren^ed in torrents of rsdn, go half clothed 
eoA half starved as Aoosands of the pooir sdldiera axe, 
aod then had to &ce the months of canncms, and charge 
bayomts, th^ would find it a very diffsrent work from 
standing about the oomers of the streets in the cod 
diade, oonooicting plans by which to hang Union men 
Kkl hare them, punished after the Federal troops 'are 
driven away/ 

''We say, and thousands of o&^:b would say the 
same tiling if they were allowed to speak, and could 
be heard, both in imd ou4 of the Southern army, 'Qive 
OS our oountry, our liberty, our freedom in the Union, 
under the time and heaven honored old Stars and 
Stripes, and let the negroes ga, — all the negroes go to 
Africa, or any otha: place to which God and the 
Government may be kind enough to s^id them.' What 
xneiher is there, 9sid what &ther is there but he who 
has the heart of a demon, and what wife is there, but 
would gladly give up their negroes to receive back to 
their embraces their sons and their husbands? 

'* If the Federal Government hsul inaugurated war 
for the purpose of freeing the negroes of the South, or 
for any otiier unjust cause whatever, then the South, 
HiB whole South, would comparatively have been a 
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''Sontk OnroliBa inaagiirskal tii6 war, ftnd tito, 
United Statot (hnemmexd bns been «ad ib still elides* 
Tovii^ to put down the ungodly lebeUkm and te 
restore peaoe and order once more in the country. 
Axidf under all the proyoking cirouniatanoesy the lenity 
of the Federal OoTomment towards the Soutkom 
people is absolutely without a paralld in the history 
ef all wars, and of the whole wide world. The T»y 
mildness of the Government only prorokes seces** 
skmists to greater insolence, and coajtexiqat for tba 
Uniion and the Oov«mm«it« We have been %cAd tiial 
seoesskmists make their boasts that the Fed^al offioces 
think more of them than they do of Union men. In 
£M3t, we have heard this remark oursdf ; and it has 
been told to us, as goading us for our Unk>n Bmii^ 
ments, 'Oh, yes: the Ysuikees dcm't think half as mudi 
of you Union mm as they do of seoessioBists.' As 
if we professed to be Union men because of what 'the 
Yankees' might think of usi Seeessiomsts seem to 
presume upon their digniiy to awe the Federal army 
into submission to their own will and pleasure* That 
leading secessionists in our community are daily be* 
eoming .more and more bitter and vindictive towardi 
Union men, and more and more hostile to the Federal 
Govamment, ie questioQed by no impartial observer. 

"We deeply deqpkre the present ungodly state ol 
affisdrs, and do most devoutly wish and earnestly pray 
that men would ifeaiion on the subject as th^ should 
do, because tlus dignified stubbornness and haughty 
rebellion can never be productive of any good. Let 
«ien throw off the ^mi Md take h cpmrnonH^dnae viev 
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^ 3n»ttacs Md tbiogs as they Actoal^ misk All 
have got to come into measares^ sooner or later, and 
thi» aecmer the better £»r all parties interaited, «Dd 
6isq»ediall7 for VkgmiaBs: theoreCore, throw off tha 



CHAPTER XXXIL 

"WON'T PATBONIZB YOU. 

' "A citizen of Fredericksburg said to one of our 
town mechanics the other day, 'I won't patronise you, 
becacose you are a TTnionist,* — ^when, in &ct, he nev«p 
had patronised him to the amount of ten cents in had 
life! 

**This is like the patronage of a great many boasters. 
dey will nevar patronize a man who refuses to read 
through their own smoky glasses, and who will not 
sneeze every time they take snuff. The more patronage 
honest men receive from such characters, the poorer, 
in a general way, they become. They take eveiy 
Aing they can get, and never pay for any thing they 
take. We simply give this as a specimen of ike spirit 
of secessionists generally." — Christian Banner, JtUy 
39,1866. 



CHAFPBR XXXIII. 

In the nnmbertof the " Christian Baaner"' of July 5^ 
1883/ we pubfiriied the following editorial >-- 
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<*SL/INDBRS REFUTED.— LOOK A¥ THE OTHEE SIDB. 

'' We Tmderstand that certain characters ixx town ara 
reporting to the Federal officers and soldiers that we. 
were a rank, rampant secessionist before the Fedei^ 
troops came to Fredericksburg, but as soon as they 
came we turned right over to the other side. 
• " This is an infamous lie, number one 1 Let any 
man come to us and tell us so. 

" Secondly, that we took the oath of allegiance to the 
Southern Confederacy. 

'' This is a double-and-twisted, infamous lie, number 
two. 

. "Thirdly, that we are a real genuine Yankee, irom, 
the State of Massachusetts. 

" This is a diabolical lie, number three. 

" If we were a rank, rampant secessionist before the 
Federal troops came to Fredericksburg, why did cer- 
tain slanderous, infamo.us characters tiy to have ua 
arrested last fall and winter because we were accused 
of holding secret Union meetings ? We then indig- 
nantly hurled back the infamous slander into the fptce 
of the nefarious liars, and denounced the whole as being 
secession falsehoods. We have never held a Union 
meeting in the town of Fredericksburg, nor anywhere 
else, since the ever-memorable night we held a public 
Union meeting in the court-house in the town of 
Fredericksburg, when a set of unprincipled secession 
scoundrels tried to break it up, and, while we were 
addressing our fellow-citizens and warning them of 
the evils which they are now suffering, some finished 
scoundrel threw an egg at us, which, failing to reach 
uSf hit a young ram on the head who waa i^ated in oar 
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firottt. B0ioa«s6 ^wo denied tlie libelbns charge of hoU* 
ing 'secret Union meetings/ and avowed oar deroiion 
to the Sou^, as we have always done and still glory in 
doing, therefore we were 'a ruik, rampant secessionist 
before the Yankees came to town/ We hamUy trust 
in God that the time is not far distant when we can 
once more hold public Union meetings in the town x)f 
Ki^edericksburg, and then we will make a revdatioa of. 
ftota vfidck will astonish secessionists themselves. 

^ If we wese ' a rank, rampant secessionist' before 
' the Yankees' came to Fredericksburg, why was it re- 
ported throughout the State of Virginia' last winter 
tiuKt we were arrested and sent to Bichmond for treason 
against old Jeff Davis and tiie Southern [Cbn^racy} 
Confederacy? 

*' If we were ' a rank, mnq>ant secessioniBt' before 
' the Yankees came to Fredericksburg,' why did some 
one in Gary's regiment, the day they passed our door 
OB Itsia Street as they were <m their way to North 
Carolina last winter, cry out, * Ood damn otd JBwmi^ 
wUt I^tdrivehima'^<MJtSiB€r,€mdaUtksda^ 
jKiTfyqftiiem.,brf(yreu8toBiehm(md^f How can these 
seme individuals, who used their utmost endeavors to 
have us arrested last winter and this sjHring because 6C 
our 'Uni(m prooUvitiee/ now have the unblushii^ im- 
pudence to say that we were one of the most 'bot-r 
heeded, rank, rampant secessionists in all the country^? 

^ As to the report cd our takis^ the oath of aUe^ 
giaDoe to Jeff Davis and the Southern Confederacy, the 
idea is so supremely ridiculous tiiat it needs no com* 
ment. Ho human being upon the face of the broad 
earth ever asked us to take any such accursed oath. 

^'As to the xGpatt of our being ^a Yunkee fixwMasr 
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MdiasMtSy' ii so liappentd in tlia ordBr (tf ev^tttB tlwk 
we irere bmni exactly in Uie other eactareme, — in 8<hi^ 
Oarcdina, — and, with all her &alt8, we k>ye her etiU ; 
and, were it not for the political trickery and impoeiiian 
of her leaders. South Garolina woold be in the Union 
toHlay. 

^' * But why did we not come ont and write and apeak 
in this way last year, when the Southern scddiers were 
in town ?' Ay, that's the question. Let ua turn oy^ 
a new leaf, and see what is on the other side of the 

pc^S^ 

<' Why did the edit(»r of the 'Democratic Beoorder' 
leaye Fredeneksburg in snok great haste the jnomisg 
ihe Federal troops arrived in Falmouth? Why was 
not the publication of the ' Democratic Becorder' ccm* 
tinned aftm* the arrival of Ihe Federal lunoay ? 

^Why w^re the Frederidnborg 'News' and tiis 
Virginia ' Herald' discontinued ? 

'' Why do not secessictt iags float over the town c£ 
Fredericksburg now ? ... 

''Have all the secessionists left Fredericksburg? 
No, indeed. Why, then, do they not hoist their oobrs? 

" Why hare all the ministers of the goepd in Fred*- 
ricksbnrg osased to offer np pnUidy in their oongm* 
gations holy prayers for J^ Davis, the ' qhief magis- 
trate' of the 'glorious Sonthem Confaderaoy' ? 

" Have editors, ministers, and all the citLsam. imcmi 
TJnionHshriekeTB, snbmissionists, and AboiitioniBts siacs 
'the Yankees came to town'? WKy, ihen, da ^aof 
not go on and write and ad; andspeak as th^ didJart 
year? Ay, reader, they have no aqarations lor a 
Northern prison. N<»r had we any parti<mlar dteiia 
last year te be cooped np in a.dttip, dirty Bovihern 
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achige. OiranoBtaaoes prevented us from writing and 
epeftkiiig as we wished to do laet year; and circom* 
•tanees fMVMt ieoeMioBists from writing and speaking 
iu» tiiey wbk to do tiun year. It simply proves that we 
are all oreatores ot drcamstanoes and most act ao* 
^mrdkigiy." 



CHAPTEB XXXIV. 

Ik &e number of the " Christian Banner" of July 14, 
IM2;'we pnblished the following editorials ^— 

.-'<LST REASON AKD COMMON SENSE HATE FAIR PLAT. 

** It is folly to reason and argue with men who are 
Itemed by prcgndioe and passion. This dass of per« 
Botts cannot be profited by any arguments used to con« 
Vince th^n, simply because they are determined not to 
be conTinced. ^ere is another class, howsTer, who 
are not wholly abandoned to prejudice and passion and 
wiK> are not aitirdy giren OTer to judicial blindness; 
and to this latter class we wish to make a few re^ 
BiarkSy earnestly* hewing to be able to influence them 
m didr iiitnre ctHirse of action. If by any possible 
ai^pun^it we shall be able to induce them to return to 
timr foamer all^;ianoe to thdr country, our hij^^est 
mkAi will be atl^ined. To this class, then, we appeal. 

'< Do n^t &cts fully justify us in saying that &eoes« 
skm k a pditical swindle, and that Virginians have 
been swindled out of every right which ihey held dear 
said sacred? Has not this been accomplished, too, by 
w ^ yg g ft cbof inteUeety frmn Senators down toflfteen^ 
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itdUiiigJiawjdrs and jNwiy pobtiad adtlEard? . Bid »9i 
tb9B« political iri(^tera say that if Virguua seeeded 
a)i5 wpcdd be tlui gre^teat State in the whole Bautb^ra 
GoA&dara^y? that har wealth would iauireaae ahaat 
imiUj, md in the ebortest eaaoeirable time? ihM 
ilttireproperfy .would advaaoe a^ leaat.fi% per oeotr? 
that millions of capital would flow into all the towai 
and cities of Virginia, and that they would soon be- 
come large and p(^ulous? that she would soon be^ 
come^ajpreat manufacturing State, and would be to the 
otiier States of the Southern Confederacy what the 
North had alwaya been to the whole South? that 
th^e would be 'peaceable seoessbn' ? that tb^are WM| 
BO danger of war of any magnitude? that the 
' Yankees' loved the immoricd dollar too well to involve 
tbanMlyeB ia Uie exp^as^ of war? that the N<^h 
had not the means to.proeecute a suooeBaful war agaiiiil 
the Soutii ? thal^ in the event of war, one Sottd»ni 
maoi crald whip &ve 'Yankees'? that 'Yankees^ 
Bfiiiher knew bow to A^, nor had the ^spojels! iA 
igbt even if they knew how? that ti^ Skmthen 
army would take Washington Qiy, 'reeooe damm 
teodden Marylaud/ luad go on to Philadelphia luid 
WBk0 it a war of invasion against the KarUi, and not a 
delsaiive war? that if there should, by any posnUe 
€ontii^;eney, be wmr at all, it' weuld be one of shoit 
duration ? that the mterest and sympathy g[ Enj^and 
and France were with the South, and that those Qov^ 
emmenta would certainly admowledge the independ- 
ence of the Southern Confederacy? that c(M&sl was 
king J and would rule and govern the £ur(q)ean powers^ 
and the 'll^orth into the bar^^'? that when voloft* 
lMC» yexe oaUed &r,ti»e jgtomifH^ to saany of Hum waa 
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limt they were liot to leave their own seetfaMur of i3m 
eoimtry, and certainly dioald not be sent oat of theit 
Btete? tiiat negroes would pro?e loyal to their tnaa- 
tere, and would be one of tiie most eJBEectire dementi 
in proseeating the war? that they would cultivate 
tite &rms, and raise an abundance of produce, while tke 
white men would carry on the war? 

''Andy since the war has been j^c^resinng, hto not 
the promise always been that the 'Yankees' shall be 
driv«i off every foot of Virginia territory ? Has it no* 
been said that every defeat and retreat of the Southern 
armies was only a strategic move to dbraw die eaeoiy 
out of his strongholds ? that Southern forts and cities 
were impregnable to the assaults of the enemy, and oould 
never be tc^en ? And, since they have be^i taken, has 
not the promise been made to the remaining citizens of 
&te Southern Confederaqr that they will all soon be 
retaken by the Confederate forces? And still the cry iS| 
'^ISie South will soon whip the North, and make the 
'Korth submit to just such terms as the South mx^ 
dttsiand; and then Union men in the South will be dealt 
wilh asiaraHors, and all their effidcts will be confiscttted/ 

''By such threats, Union men in the Soutli are atiU 
heM in awe, and fear to avow their honest sentimettt% 
because of the threatened vials of wrath whidi are to 
be poured out, witibout any mixture of mercy, upon thmt 
devoted heads. 

^ We might extend our remarks on this subject nraok 
fiirther; but we pause to inquire if all tJiese thingi 
have CG(me to pass* And now, kind reader, we entreat 
you to lay all prejudice aside and look &cts and reali^ 
lies fell in the fii>ce, wd tl^n answer candklly if yM 
have not been most shamefully and wickedly in^oeed 

33* 
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iqwn bjr stttinp^ipeakers, spoecb-midKii^ and pc^Hieil 
Mf)iraiit6 of every grade of iatelleot. 

'^^ince Virginia seoeded, in what has she beeoiae 
great, except in that )ihe has become the great bai^a^ 
field of all tiie Southern Statea> and her tnritory a 
gseat common borial-groiind? Truly may it be aaid 
that Virginia is the great valley (d dead m&sks boiMOc 
in what has she increased in wealth in so short a 
period, but in thousands of armed soldiens^ in the 
desolation of her farms, and sorrow, woe, and affiki* 
tioBS on all her inhabitants? Has slave pzopesrty adi* 
vaneed fifty per cent, in value ? Is the institutkm of 
slavery ]^aoed ob a store and immovable loundsition? 
Have not slaves become valu^ess, and is Botihdiiisiti^ 
ttttion virtually abolished? Have millions of wealth 
flowed into the towns and cities of Virginia, and hav« 
tibey become populous? Is there any probability that 
this will soon be the case? Are they not deserted m 
Biany instances by native citisens, and filled with 
legions of armed sddiers? Is there 9nj reascmable 
pra^)eot that Vix^inia will ^(rer becc»ne a great muHfr* 
factoring State by her own native-born eitiaens, Mid 
that she will be to the other Confederate States what 
the North has always been to the South? InstoaA 
^ 'peaceaHe seoessicm,' has there not been war, a&d 
that, too, of the most fearM ms^tude.Ukd of the Biort 
malignant character ? Is not the war still raging mosi 
terribly, so that no one can ixH yfhen. and vhere and 
how the awful scene will end? Have the 'Yanbaes' 
proved that they loved the itn^orixd doUoar too weHl 
to involve themselves in the expenses d war, — a loag'^ 
protracted war? Has the N<»rth fidled in »en or 
ineans to prosecute 'a war'? Has it! 
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^tfoughdut tae wAr, thus &r, that * one fiotitliem man 
can -whip five Yankeee/— that the Yankees do not 
know how to fight, and that they have no 'pluck' to 
4^t? Has Uie Southern army taken Washington 
City, reecned 'poor down-trodden Maryland/ and 
mard^ into Philadelphia, making it a wair of invaaioa 
on ^e Kortii? Haa the war been one of short dura- 
iion,-M)niy three, six, or nine months, or a year ? Am 
ti^ interests and sympathies of England and Frame 
-wHii the South, and have these Oovemments acknow«- 
ledged the independ^oce of the Southern C<»ifederacgrf 
Has cotton proved to be univere»J king, ruling the 
^ufop^n powers, and tibe Nordi ^into the bazf^ain*? 
Have not many of the vx^lunteers who first ehlisted in 
Virginia been called away from their own sections of 
the country and sent out of the State? and wh^ tk* 
twelve months for whidi they enlisted had expired; 
W^e they not off forced, by an act of the Confederate 
Congress, to remain in the army ? Have negroes proved 
loy^J to their masters, and are they likely to prove 
iSieeatselves to be one of tiie most effective elements izi 
prosecuting the war? Are they cultivating the iarms 
tt their owners, and raising an abundance of product 
to carry on the war? Have the 'Yankees' been 
^driven off every foot of Virginia soil'? If every 
dierfeat and retreat is only a strat^ic move to draw 
&e enemy out of his strongholds, why are the defeate 
#0 frequent and 1^ retreats sa far? Have Southern 
forts and cities proved to be impregnable to the assaulti 
of the enemy? How many c^ the Southern forts, 
towns, and dties which have been taken by ^ Fede^ 
tsl army have ever been reoaptored and h^ by the 
SMtliern troops? 
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''Look «t aU tlMBe fiute, iiiMUgeni md^ 
itH OS how kmg it^Rdil takeibe South, aocofdiBg to 
Ae progress whkdi she has made for the kgii eighteet 
months, to whip oat the Norih and Boake the QoTerof 
ment of ike United States sobmii to just wbA 
^mikb S011& may demaiML' With all these 
ftots and stem realities staring men full sn the &e% 
■till tiiore are those who persist in saying that ' ths 
Ekmtfatim army will soc»i retake all the Southern towns^ 
eMttB,.lortB, and localities which axe now heing oeexb 
pied by the federal troops.' Tru% some of tbem mxf 
he reoaptcired and held &r a short tin»; bui what will 
flie retaking of tbsrn advantage ihe cttiaeDB ? WBl it 
not be fttieoded with great loss of prirate property; 
and peiimps at Obm ezpeme of tiie lives of many of 
the citiaens themselves ? What, then, osm be gained faf 
a oontinued, pertinacious rebellion against the O^^v&n^ 
sent ei the United States ? Notiiing, absolntdy no> 
tiling, is to be gained, but every tUng to be lost. 

''Again: were we not tdd by aeoeec»(»iista that> 
^whenevfflr' smd 'wherever' the 'vandale* got poaaeseicm 
of any of the Southern towns, cities, loealities, <bo. &e^i 
they insulted and outraged Southern ladies, efi^ 
ing to them every vulgar indignity of which debased 
and corrupt humanity is capable ? — ^that th^ missaott 
was one of robbery, plunder, insult, and general ea^ 
nage, and that tiiey kid waste ev^rjr thing before them 
in their (mward move? Yes; seeessionists (Nttd thi^ 
the Uni<m troc^ did all these things* 

"Have diey done tiiese things in Fre(krieksbarg? 
Have th^ di8tnri>ed any citinen, male or kmaie, in hie 
«r her daily, kgal avooatbn? No, not one, Wha* 
lady has been insulted or outraged hy the UoMi 
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tfcbps flinoe tiMir arriytl in tiie city? Has not Hxe 
^Fh^ of ihb IJiiicm' been constantly insnltad and tlM 
iF^deral. Qovemment abused by citizens erer since tha 
town has been oocupied by the i^ederal troq)8 ? AikI^ 
Notwithstanding aU this^ has not the property of seces* 
aomrt^'-HUid tbose^ too, of the bitterest 8tamp-*-4>6aB 
goarded and protected by the Union soldiers? Hat 
there ewr within the memory of the oldest citisoia 
beoi better cnfider uniformly maintained iti ^ town of 
Frederic^sbarg than there has been since its occnpatioii 
by tiie Union army ? Was there ev«r such lenity in 
time of war extended to any people in the world's 
history as has been exhibited towards the people of 
Fredeaickslmrg? Yet, astonishing to say, the very 
Idndnces of the Federal attthorities seems but to in^ 
Inrease the stubbornness and deepen the hatred of many 
of the citizens. 

^ ' But they steal our negroes; and that's just what 
they came down here to do.' Indeed ! Kd Government 
send out an army to station guards around men's 
houses, forms, and negro-quarters, to keep the servants 
-from running away from their owners, and to catck 
them and carry them back to their masters?^ Is it 
not strange that a people who say that they deepim 
the Union, detect the Federal Government, and dedare 
that they have taken themselves from under its saft 
and kind protection, should complain because that 
Cbvemment does not keep their slaves from running 
away, and, after they do run away, complain because 
the soldiers do not run after Ihem, catch them, and 
return them to their masters? Is not this insubordl^ 
nation and running away of negroes one of the legi- 
timate results of seoession? Ware not the peofde 
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fiiithftilly warned of all theee er&t long befer^ tiMf 
eame to pass? Secessionists have dc«ie it all; thebe 
are the direct evils of their own wicked doings : Utej 
ham no right to oomplain ; they did it. 

^ Kor is this all. If the people continue in a state 6f 
vindictive rebrilion against the Federal Governments 
ihey have not yet realized half the bitter frxiits and 
terrible evils that are in store for them, Heaoe we do 
most earnestly entreat our fellow*citi2eBB to lay aside 
tiieir hostile feelings to the Government and take their 
stand with loyal citizens, and then they can oonfidentiy 
<^m, and wUl certainly obtain, protection und^ the 
time-honored ' Flag of the Union.' 
' '' To continue in a state of unconditional, unc(»npro- 
mising rebdlion cannot possibly better the o(nidlti<Hi 
of any one. It will never make Confederate notes 
equal to specie. It will never bring back a single ser* 
vant who h^ left his master, nor will it prevent others 
from running away. It will not diminish the numb» 
of our'diildren, relatives, friends, and neighbors whe 
are being slain in battle or are dying in distant hos^ 
pitals. On the contrary, Ihe longer this ungodly re*- 
bellioi^ continues, the greater will be the number at 
alaves that will make their escape, and their value will 
constantly diminish. The less valuable Confederate 
notes become, — ^if th^ can sink below their present 
veXue, — ^the more and more of our sons and friends will 
fell either by the sword or by disease, the more and 
more will our country be desolated, and the more dee* 
titute the great masses of the people will become^ 
until one common ruin will swallow up the whole. 

"Where ia the regard the leaders in this rebellioa 
have shown the poor destitute women and chUdrefi 
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tectod at thd mercy of the 'vandals'? If they belieTed 
mbat tbey themairi¥eg said in ration to the ooitductoC 
the Union troops^ they have manifested but little sym? 
patiiyi^ and still kw respect for th# wives and daoghtera 
apd sister^ of tiie men whom they have caused to be 
dragged from their homes, thus depriving helpleasi 
lwkala» and children of that protection which Cbd 
and. nature designed they should have* We cMnolk 
belidve that many of the leaders in this unrjghtecfua 
^bellion haye any sympathy for the great mass o^ <hia 
'common peofde;' a^d yet ti^ people seem bent and 
determined on b^eving in them, a^td following them 
to the v^ry last extremity and con8ummati(m of ruin« 
'The South will whip the North,' — ^wiU drive every 
eoiepf the 'Yankees ofif Southern soil;' 'the Southern 
ai;my will soon pass through Fredericksburg on its way 
to Washii^n City/— will carry the war into 'Aj&rica,' or 
into Pennsylvania, and onward and northward^ until all 
Yankeedom, is subdued and brought utider the power 
of the ' South ;' ' Confederate notes will soon be equal to 
gold wid silver;' 'we will make the North pay the very 
highest kind of prices for all our negroes they have 
stolen;' 'we will make the Yankees pay the wBole of 
tiie war-debt;' 'England and France will step in and 
settle up matters very soon now/ Ac. &cr 

"How can men who profess to be intelligent, longer 
^main the dupes of foUy so extravagant and <^ non- 
sense so consummate? Surely the people — aJl th« 
people— have heard, seen, and felt enough of secession 
and its damning results to convince them that it is th^ 
grandest cheat, the blackest swindle, and the most dia-i 
boUcal dec^tion that has ever been wickedly imposed 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



106 THB OOmiFIBACT vwvmuSD. 

nponanj people since God made the world. Thmi 
tion of old Eve and Adam by ihe devil k nota oirottSft* 
stanoe to secession. The devil seduced only one poor^ xat" 
educated woman, and she seduced only one poor, unedit- 
eated man; and the beauty of it was, they had no' nig^ 
gers' to lose, — the isaite between the devil and tiie wo- 
man being simply about an apple; the'ni^er' question 
was not introduced. But secession has seduced and 
destroyed millions, many of whom are highly edof^ 
cated; Senators, Congressmen, orators, editors, p<diti- 
cians, statesmen, poets, divines, doctors of divinitji 
doctors of medicine, la¥r7ers, and even the eomman 
eloM, — ^the ignorant, uneducated ^poor white peopU,' — 
have all been seduced by secession, ead, ikej have lost 
and will lose their 'niggers' into iJie bargain* 

"Intelligent reader, think cm tiiese things; and maj 
Gt>d in mercy grant that you may view seoesaipn in all 
its loathsome aspects, and that you may fly from it m 
from a deadly poiscm. Let reason <md common 
have fair play.** 



CHAPTEE XXXV. 



'SECESSION. 



"Secession is a finished compound of all tho discord** 
ant, disorganizing, diabolical, and damning element* 
whidi can possibly afflict and curse poor, suffering hu* 
manity. Only in hdl there can be no secession, be- 
cause there deviU dcminedjirm concord hold. 

**^sce8swn hoists the flood-gate through .\(^ach flom 
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-Qfftty cbooeiTdbk emlBe ibal en Tint mortals. It sajrs 
to jDtoAoba, 1^ prince of deyils, 'i^«ne& up your en^kh 
wries; driye them on to do their work <^ finished 
min; now is the time ; do not let the favorable oppor- 
tniiity slip; the work of death and general and effsotoal 
rain must now be. aocomplished.' 

'^It says to the leaders in this infernal rebellion that 
thej shall all have crowns and thrones, — ^if nowhere 
else, in hdl: beUtr to reign in hell than eerve in heccvau 
That they mnst never rest satisfied until negroitm k 
establi^ed on a foundation as immovable as the ever* 
lasting rocks of Gibraltar, and the last vestige of /reo- 
dom isMwep^ from Southern soil, and Breelowmdge loco- 
foooigm seated on a 'topless' thr<Hie« That they have 
lost the rdni of the Federal Qovemment, and, conse- 
^p^ntly, all the 'spoils' — the 'loaves uid fishes'— of the 
^vernment That the spoils of Oovemment have all 
&Uen into Yankee hands, and their only hope now is to 
fight on, and on, and on, and establish a kingdom for. 
Jeff Davis and his dignified and important satdllites; 
and that they shall all be diiefis, or aristocrats of the 
U^iest importance. That, unless they succeed, they 
will all lose their dignified positions, their fat offices, 
and all the 'spoils' and 'loaves and fishes' of the Oon- 
federate Oovemment, together with all their negroes, 
and perhaps their own necks into the bargain. 

" It says to the disloyal clei^, ' Bemember, the peo;^ 
tidnk that you are called and sent of Qod to preach; 
and vmly they believe the Ue, because you have told 
it to them, and they are therefore now prepared to re- 
ceive as messages coming from heaven any teachings 
or declarations which you may please to imipoee upon 
tiifiSQb Pjray kog, load| and fervent prayws for Jeff 
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Thrvi and all the archr4mton of this great rebdlko, 
and then preadi treason against the Government, and 
expatiate eloquently to the people about the ''Ood of 
battles" and the "eyerlasting nigger/' Never reatfrom 
your work of destruction until every vestige of poww 
and all the rights and privil^;es of the sovereign peo-t 
pie are wrested from diem, and American freedom is 
iorever abcdished. Tell the people that the ^'Qod of 
battles" is in for traitors and treason; and that he will 
lead them to certain victory, and will down them with 
g^ory and honor as impenshaUe as the records of 
eternity. 

^'^Say to the peo]^ that this rebeU^ mustsncceed; 
HaX Qod has proinised to be with Jeff Davis and his 
band of conspirators until this ^' great South^n em* 
pire*' is permanently established, and Breckinridge 
hcofoooism and negroitm shall sweep over the land, 
be«ring down all opposition. Be earnest and solram, 
and, withal, affect a great deal of piety, so that the 
people may believe without a doubt, and knew oamredly^ 
that jo\k are called and s^t of God to preach Breckin- 
ridge hcofoooism and negromn, to them, and that they 
anist reoeive and obey your divine teachings at the 
peril ^ ih^ salvation. In idl your discourses beposi* 
tive, dogmatic, dictatorial, and very denuncii^iory 
against the '^ old Union,'' ^Yankees," and especialty 
against ^' Union men and submissionists." In all your 
exofdiums and perorations be sure and remember the 
institutions of demery and freedom: exalt the former 
to Aeat^en, and mJb tiie latter to Ae22. This will fire up 
the hearts of the people, and will make th^ai wrathy, 
and then they will fight like tigers and devils. Pundi 
1^ the peof^; do your duty i^ preifeqbers ''called and 
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sent of GKid" to preacH tr^iaon aiKl the overthrow of 
the Government, and make all the people do their dxsij. 
JBe sure and always stick up to your teatt : do not for- 
get your text : keep it ooustantly before the p»opte. 
Ifegraism and loeofocoism is the text. Stick up to i^ 
and punch up the dearpeople; and verily you shall r^ 
oeive your reward, either in tnne or eternity, — ^in heavea 
or low down in hdL But, at all hazards, do not brgBd 
the '^nigger/" 

** It says to death, ' Come, do your work ; do not leave 
a single husband of the weeping wives of all these poor 
soldiers; do not leave a &ther of all the fiuffdrin^ 
starving children throughout the country; make 
widows aiid orphans of them all ; make a de&a sweep 
oi it ; finish your work, luid do it tiioroughly. Do noi 
spare a single son to return home to gladden the hearfta 
of fathers and mothers (^rushed to earth*' 

''It says to military tyrants, ^Bum up and destroy %& 
produce of every kind in your onward i^pard^; leave 
neither cotton to clo&e the naked, nor bread and meat 
to feed the hungry, starving poor. Do not let oon* 
science disturb you, nor the implorings and suffiarings 
and distresses of women and children move your Bjmr 
pathies. All these things are military necessities; this 
is war, and these are war-times : so roll ahead.' 

**It says to servants, 'Tour time has c<Hne at hat", 
ihe long-looked-for and long-wished-f(»r day of jubilee 
has dawned; the long, dark night of bondage is ra- 
pidly being swaUowed up in past eternity. Arise and 
burst off and cast forever &om you the manacles of 
despotism. Now is your time : gather up all you can 
carry along with you, and be off; put out at once ; do 
not tanry; make iu> d^y. Bowarel Ddays ax6 daiir 
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gerotts. Of, of, lo the city of refuge, to ike hsid of 
&eed<»n, at once V 

^'It says to merchants and speculators generally, 
/Now is your time to make money and get rich: so 
pitch right into the grease-tuh; roll up your sleeves 
and pitch in ; faring tq> out of your cellars, and down 
mit of jrour garrets, all your old unfashionahle motii* 
eaten goods and adulterated liquors: stick on the 
profits thick and heavy. If the people complain at 
having to give fifty cents and a dollar per yard for six- 
t)ent calioo, old and ont of £a^ion at that, — if farmen 
moiUh and grumble because they are forced to pay 
from ten tosixty dollars fwr a sack of salt, — and if poot 
•oldiers corse and swear beoaine they are coeroed to 
pay from five to fifteen dollars per gallon for rot-gut 
•whisky, whidi would vomit devils damned, if they 
were fools enough to drink it,-^tdOl ihem ell about tfa« 
^blockade ; tiiat in war-times peojde always have to pay 
from t^i to twenty times more for articles tiian in times 
of peace ; swear tiiat you can barely live by the small 
fnrofits laid on your oid wares; and if they ask when 
imd wh&Fe and how you obtained them, tell tii^n that, a 
few days ago, right irom the North, a party ran i^ 
blockade, and that you were "devilish lucky" to get 
them at any price ; tell a thousand 2te$,-and stick up to 
th«9a; never back down: you will never have sudi 
another chance to stick it on to the " -poor devils." And 
«11 tiie time you are selling to them, talk eloquently 
about the glorious Bouthem Confederacy; what a rich 
and independent people you will all be when the South 
gains her independence ; that the war will socm end ; 
the "vandals" will all be driven back to Yankeedom^ 
and aU the Viz^inia. trmilDrs and "Soulhem Yaankees? 
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ahaQ be kiuig or driven oai of tlie Soaih ; (dd Linodla 
ynll have to pay all' the people the highest {trices in goU 
and silver for the negroes whom he and his mmioni 
have stolen, and all the oth^ losses they have sus- 
tained by the war. BoU oat the lies smoothly and elo- 
qoeQtly, just like oil dripping firom a feath^ ; cheer Bp 
their spirits, fire up their hearts, and they will mora 
cheerfully pay Hxe prices for your goods. Tell th^at 
how much you love the South, — ^what terrible sacrifioeg 
you are making for the people of the South. Be sure 
and stick on the profits* Sedng your zeal for the 
** glorious cause'' and. your love for the South, they wiM 
Bever once suspect your damnable rasoality.' Lei all 
t^ merdxants oc^nbuie, and have uniform prioee lor all 
tiieir goo(k of every kind and quality, and let tiMm per- 
fectly harmonize as to the amount oi profit to be laid 
on, and let there be no competition in the market, and 
tii^Q, when the people come to buy, let them seem per- 
fectly indifierent about selling. Bem^nber, joa have 
now got the people in your power. Press theuft, orush 
then), skin them, strip them; all things axe fair in war, 
you know; and if at any time you should feel a little 
squiraung about the tender pert of your consciences, 
if you have any, go to churdi on Sunday the iMSct £^ 
lowing after feeling these squirming sensations, and 
when the preachers pray to. the ''God of battles," 
thunder, blood, and carnage, for old Jeff Davis and his 
** infernal" clique, do you say, Amen/ amml and he 
sure and speak out your amens bud enoi^h to be heard 
by the preadiers and church-dignitaries, and all will be 
easy, and you will be perfectly hardened to pitdi right 
in again, ^esh and early, on the next morning. Lay 
on the. profits* Bo not forget that. The pM)fits aise 
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what mtist be looked sftar now. Hake money now, sdl 
give your conscience credit till the jndgmentHlay of the 
great God,' 

*'It saya to ganMera, 'Hang upon the army; follow 
np the army; live among the poor soldiers: many, and, 
indeed, most of them, are '' green-horns" in the diabo^ 
lical science of gambling ; watch them ; keep your eje 
on them, and, whenever you find they have money, 
throw out the bait. Do not let them suspect jou ; be 
very friendly, social, and familiar ; if possible, treat 
them, and let them drink freely, and when you get 
them in the right mood, go in for a game, no matter 
i^t, so you get the poor fellows' money. If you de 
not get it, somebody else will. Cheat them oat of it; 
He them out of it ; bvUy them out of it ; 8«ir€ them 
out of it, and be sure and get it ; rake up the money. 
Tou may never live to see another war, nor realiae 
such another harvest for rogueing poor, unsuspecting, 
innocent men out of their money. ** MiJce hay while 
the sun shines," is an old adage, but a mi^ty good 
one. Now is your time ; and, if you cannot get immey 
by gamblii)g, go rigjit in for counterfeiting; make 
money, and pass off your counterfeits to the sddiers : 
the army is the place ; stick up close to ike army, and 
whenever and wherever you meet a man out of the 
army, ''poke" your counterfeits upon him : let no on^ 
escape whom you can rogue out of his mcmey. Be- 
member, this is the rule and law among rogues. Co 
not violate your principle, but be sure and get inoney; 
life itself, in war-times, is nothing to compare with 
money. Take the hint ; you understand ; get money !' 

"It says to commissaries and quartermasters, and 
undertakers generally, ' You hold very important ofioii, 
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iompy rerj temptiBg poeitioiis; fine op p or tt aity lor 
grand speculatioiis, and no one can be injured. Make 
purchaeee from private citizens on your ovm reeponsi*' 
bilities; pay your otvn individual money, purchase 
goods frtnn indiyiduala at the lowest possible prices, or 
^t offenta to do it for you, and when Government 
wants such goods, — ^no matter what, whether oom, cftto, 
hay, flour, horses, mules, beeves, Ac, Ac.,— just have 
your private, wnknown agents at hand, ready with the 
goods called for, and make Gbvernment pay the highesi 
joices. Do you not see what a chance for wide aad 
-grand speculations? You can soon get rieh^ and '^no*- 
body hurt." Everybody is making all tiiey can out at 
ihia great war; and you had better take okanoes white 
tiie game is being played, and get your part of the 
public ^under. It will be too late aftfflr the war is 
over. Pitch in ; now is the time ; do not dday; ''make 
hay while the sun shines." ' . - 

" It says to unsalaried and %mpisn9umed cleigymen, 
and eyen to some with smaU salaries and penaiotta, 
'Something has turned up, at last, worAy your pnu^ 
foundest consideration. A grand revolution is on fool 
A powerful civil war is culminating. If you will be 
active, energetic, and persevering in preaching up wudi, 
discoird, and anarchy, and give your whole inflc^ioe to 
the work of enlisting poor f^ows for the war^ tk^ 
will choose some of you for chapkins, others, it metf 
be, for generals, colonels, majors, captains, lieutenants, 
adjutants, sergeants, corporals, fifers, or drummers, 
and thus you will all get fitted out with fat offices and 
high and honorable military positions ; and this will be 
much more respectable and, withal, much more profit* 
able than staying at home, lounging about, preaching 
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to a few ignorant country-pe<^le. Boll np and pitch 
in. Make up your regiments and companies, get your 
commissions, secure your fat offices, and gain your 
respectable positions, before the number is made up and 
the door for admission is closed against you. Be quick. 
PwncA up the young men. Do not delay. Now is 
your time !' 

"And, finally, having ejected every principle and 
feeling of loyalty from the minds and hearts <^ the 
arch-traitors in this rebellion, and having stirred up 
all the discordant, disorganizing, C£u:iial, ambitious, 
and devilish passions within them, and having influ- 
enced them to inaugurate war upon their country, aod 
having dissolved society and involved the whole ooxm^ 
try in one general ruin, perched at last up<m soma 
lofty, towering pinnacle, the grim, ghastly monster be- 
holds a nation in ruins laid, and chuckles sA the hdU^ 
work it has done. 

"Secession would break up and overturn all Gtevem- 
ments, human and divine, dissolve society universallj^ 
Bcatter broadcast discord, confusion, anarchy, deso- 
lation, sorrow, affliction, woe, ruin, death, and blood- 
shed everywhere ! Detestable numster I What phi- 
lanthropist, patriot, parent, child, or Christian can 
ever offer an apology for a creature so hatful, loath- 
some, damnable as secession ?" — Christiarh^ Boomer qf 
Jub/ 14, 1862 [somewhat enlarged]* 
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CHAPTER XXXVL 

"TRUE TO ONES OWN SECTION OP COUNTBY. 

"Ameeican citizens can only be true fiiends to 
their own individual sections of country by being true 
fiiends to their whole country. 

'^ If the country, as a whde, can be brok^i up and 
destroyed, then each and every part composing Um 
whcde may likewise be destroyed. If, therefore, tb* 
elonents of destruction within the Federal Gtyvemment 
be suffidently strong to destroy that Gbv^minent, then 
the ri^m^its of destruction within the Soutiiern Con- 
federacy are sufficiently strong to dash it into as many 
fi^tgments as there are ccmsiituent parts or States,-^ 
these States having been parts of the whole Federal 
Gtevemment. 

" If the Union, the Federal Government, this nobly 
grand and toweringly sublime &brio reared by our 
ancestors, by men who possessed the purest hearts and 
clearest heads the world has ever known, cannot stand, 
what must be the fate, the ultimate destiny, of a con* 
federacy built upon the disorganizing principles of 
secession, — the very etymological meaning of which 
word — eecession — ^is to disorganize, rend, tear, divide, 
cut asunder, split up, and rush on to general destruc- 
tion? Away, then, with this accursed, traitorous, 
damnable doctrine and idea that ^eoe^non teaches, that 
because a man is a friend to his whcde cranky, there? 
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fore lie must be an enemy and a traitor to Ks own 
little peculiar section; State^ or county I The idea is 
superlatively absurd." — Christian Banner, July 14, 
1862. 



CHAPTEE XXXVIL 



"LYING. 

" Nbvee, within the memory of the oldest man now 
living on earth, has there been an age of such general, 
malignant lying as the present. It seems that almoBt 
everybody has given up all kinds of business, imd 
'pitched' into a system of general, scientific lying« 
Men sit and stand about the comers of the streets, 
speculating upon what has been suid what has never 
been, what is and what is not, what will be and what 
will never be, uptil iheir imaginative powers have be- 
come so very acute that they can metamorphose the 
God of love and mercy into a God of wrath and ven- 
geance, a God of peace and order into a Grod of war 
and anarchy, l^e devil into an angel of light, sin and 
death into holiness and immortality, treason into 
loyalty, and rebellion against the authorities that be 
into the supreme duty man owes to his Gixl. 

" Every one has his own story, and dresses and fixes 
it up to suit his own taste, and then tells it to every 
one he chooses ; and if a man of sense should think 
proper to controvert it, the narrator gets as savage as 
a * meat-axe,' and swears his auditor is a fool for want 
^ sense, — ^tiie very thing that maker all fools. If a 
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l»remiiim were o&red tar fying^ about tUus time, and 
the ^rvil were anywhere about, he would stand nor 
dutnoe* He would blush and ikedaddU. The £Eict is, 
men have become so much aocustomed to hearing lies 
and telling lies that when they see or hear the truth 
it appals them; and, without investigation, they de- 
clare that he who tells the truth is either a knave, 
a fool, or a madman, or, at least, a man of no charac- 
ter or respectability/' — Chrutkm Banrur of Jvly 80, 
1862. 



CHAPTER XXXVni. 



Ik the number of the "Christian Bann^'' of July: 
80, 1862, we published the following editorial: — 

"AREESTS—SLANDER REPUTED. 

" On Tuesday night, the 23d instant, four prominent 
citizens of Fredericksburg were arrested by the au- 
tiborities of the Federal Governm^it, and on Thursday' 
morning following two others were arrested, and all 
were sent North. Many rumors have been circulated 
relative to the causes wldch led to their arrest. Being 
ignorant of the facts in the case, of course we cannot 
say, certainly, for what cause they were arrested. We 
believe, however,' that the general impression is that 
they were arrested and are held as hostages for certain 
Union men who were arrested some months ago and are 
now confined as prisoners by the Confederate Qovenn 
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ment. From all the circumstances coDnectad wiih the 
arrest of these gentlemen^ we are iadined to the. opankm 
that they were arrested aiid are held as hostages lor 
these Union men, and that they will probably be hdd. 
until the Union prisoners are released. Not having 
heard of any specific charges which have been brought 
against them, we are led to adopt this belie£ 

*' Immediately on the arrest of these gentlemen, we 
were charged with having had . some hand in ih» 
matter. In justice, therefore, to ourself, we feel ituour 
duty to make a few remarks of general explanation, 
which we hope will be satisfactory to the parties and 
set the matter at rest forever. And, as we trust that 
this will be the last time that we shall be forced to 
bring this subject before our readers, we shall enter 
somewhat into details. 

. " In the number of the ' Christian Banner' of the 
14th instant, we published the following paragraphs, 
which we republish in this number, that our readers 
may understand the subject fully. Here are the para- 
graphs. Bead them. 

" 'A reliable citizen of our town informed us, the other 
day, that he was told that we were running over the. 
river every day to inform General King that one of thu 
rev^end clergymen of Fredericksburg h^ gcme to 
Bdchmond. He said that he contradicted the reporti 
because he did not believe it to be true« Wq prcmounoe 
the report a base slander and an infamous Ue* We 
have never had the pleasure of forming the ao^uaini^ 
ance of General King. We have never spoken a word 
to him in our life. We do not know him, even by 
sight, and, if we have ever seen him, we are ignoraat 

C^ thefctCt, ^ ;• .; 
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= "^We have never croBsed the Rappahannock Rivef 
but twice since the Federal army arrived in Falmouth. 
Once we went to General McDowell's head-quarters to 
get a pass to go to Baltimore; but we did not see the 
general, and feUed to obtain a pass. Once we visited 
■ Falmouth, and on our way were introduced to General 
Gibbon at his tent, which was directly in our way to 
Falmouth. What business is it of ours, or why should 
we care, if every clergyman in town should go to 
Richmond and etaj there forever ?' 

*' We shall handle some of the respeetabUities with 
'gloves off,' if they don't mind how they talk about 
US. We may be 'flighty,' as one of the learned M.D.s 
has represented us at head-quarters, but we wish it to 
be distinctly understood that if we are too 'flighty' to 
make pills, we are too stubborn to swallow those com- 
pounded and retailed out to strangers for the purpose 
of blasting and damning the influence of the ' Christian 
Banner,' 

'' Bespectabilities must surely judge of the actions 
and doings- of Union men by their own acts and do- 
ings. Because they try to defame and blast the 
reputation imd influence of Union men, they seem to 
think that Union men are constantly engaged in the 
same dirty, filthy work. Secession is a hard road to 
travel : it leads directly to destruction, and many ihBXB 
be that walk therein. 

" We hsA not heard, nor had we any knowledge of 
ike &ct, that Mr. Broaddus had gone to Richmond, 
until our friend informed us that the report was in 
circulation that we had informed General King that 
he had g(me. It was commonly r^rted that a num- 
ber of our cii^xena had gone to Richjn^iwd, and that any 

35 
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p«r8on ooold go who wished to go. Why, then, ahotdd 
we wish to inf<»rm General King that Mr. BroaddiiB 
had gone ? We have enough to do to att^d to o«r 
own bnsinesSy without running with 'batches' of news 
to General King to instruct him in the discharge of 
his duties. 

" We mean no disrespect to the clergymen of Fre* 
dericksburg when we ask, 'What business is it of ours, 
or why should we care, if every clergyman in town 
should go to Bichmond and stay there forever ?' We 
have nothing to do with the clergy, nor they with us. 
Their systems of religion and politics, and burs, are so 
very dissimilar that they can never approximate and 
hamoniise. As to religion, they can go to heaven in 
their own way. We believe in the doctrinea and 
Christianity of the BiMe, If we fail to get to heaven, 
we shall not lay the blame on the clergy. If they 
should &al to get to heaven, it is to be hoped that ihey 
will not seek to charge their condemnation on us; £xr 
Gtyi knows we have long and faithfully warned them 
of their danger. 

** When it comes to breaking up our country, how- 
ever, this is another question. In preaching up ihar 
own political destruction, they drag us into the same 
whirlpool of perdition with themselves; and to this W6 
do most seriously object. And we do argue that if 
they should prove as successful in working out thor 
own eternal ruin as they have been in effecting their 
own temporal destruction and that of us all, they are 
gone and lost forever. And, while we wish it to be 
distinctly understood that we do not charge die sin of 
secession upon the clergy cmly^ we do say that many of 
ihemhavedone their ftdl share in ilttaawAil^AcSidiw^ 
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- "We Tetamed £rc«n Waakingtoii on Saiurday even* 
ii^, and on the feUowing Tuesday night four of Um 
gentlemen were arrested; and befiore oar paper went to 
prasfi laat week we learned that it was currently re- 
puted in town, and genersJly believed, that we had 
caused the arrest of those gentlemen. This being tdd 
to us by several of our prominent citizens, we wrote 
the following article, which we thought was quite 
sufficient to satisfy the minds of alL But we learn, 
however, that there are those who are still disposed .to 
force the blame of the arrest of those gentlemen upon 
lis. Bead the article. We give it entire : — 

< ANNOYANCES. 

'' A multitude of little things often annoy one more 
than one single charge of greater magnitude. We 
took occasion some time ago to make an explanation 
relative to certain reports against us, to the effect that 
we had visited General King and informed him that 
Dr. Broaddus had gone to Eichmond, &c* (&c. We dis- 
posed of the charge by denouncing it as a base slander 
and an infeonous lie. We are now informed that the 
report is circulating generally through town, to our 
injury, that we went to the provost-marshal, C^tain 
Mansfidd, and informed him that Dr. Broaddus had 
gone to Bichmond, and that Captain Mansfield, in r^ly, 
'asked' ua ^if' we 'had any business to attend to, and, 
i| so, go and do it' Now, we pronounce thia a base 
slander and an infamous lie. 

''And, now that we are forced and provoked to notice 
tixBBB in&mous slanders which are being circulated to 
onr XDi^oixjf M will notice oti^er r^Karts which are in 
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orcfilation, but far tiiie trdih of whidi we do not btdd 
oorself respooaible* 

'' It is reported tliat the citizens of Frederiokaburg 
go to and reUim from Bidunond sA plea»are; that 
there is a regular mail kept vcp between Bichmond 
and Fredericksburg; that a quantity of goods hav« 
been earned out of Frederi<^burg supposed to be 
aent to Bichmond ; tl^ the leading secessionists have 
made arrangements with Ihe autiiorities of the Fede* 
ral Qovemment that Oaptain Mansfield shall be con- 
tinned in the office of provost-mavshal in Fredericks^ 
burg; that a scouting-party brought in from the 
country a Lynchburg newspaper giving an account of 
the great victory obtained by the Qonfederates over the 
Federal army near Bichmond, and that the paper was 
given to Captain Mansfield, who sent immediately to 
Mayor Slaughter to come and see the news; that a 
gtatleman living cmt of town said that he would 
* drink slop' or 'dish-water forever* before he 'would 
buy any thing from the damned Yankees,' and this 
gentl^nan's property was then being guarded by Fede- 
ral soldiers, and was afterwards continued to be guarded 
by the Union soldiers, and this was made known to 
Ciaptain Mansfield, and the gentleman's property was 
eontinued to be guarded by the 'Yankees ;' that there is 
not a Union man in Fredericksburg who is in confidence 
with Captain Mimsfield, they believing that he has no 
sympathy for them, and of course they have none for 
him ; that the secessionists control Captain Mansfield 
at pleasure, and that they boast of their influence over 
him ; that his counsellors are the leading secessionists 
(the respectabilities) of Fredericksburg; that Captain 
MsoBtAiMis justthemanf(}rseee8domst$. 
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** While we are on the euhject of mmors, we will add 
tiiat it is rumored oyer town that we w^it to Washing*- 
ton Oity last week to see President Lincoln and the 
ftUthorities at the War Department, to get them to turn 
things ' npside-down' and to ' {day the devil' generallj 
with the secessionists of Fredericksburg* These are 
ttll secession lies. We went to Washington for no suck 
jmrpose. We went on business of our own, and that 
of an entirely private character, — simply to get a litito 
paper and some other articles which we were bound to 
have. We neither saw, nor went to see, President Lin- 
coln, Secretary Stanton, nor any of the ofi&cials at Wash* 
ington. Surely, secessionists watch us with a ' oritic^B 
eye. 

^' While in Washington, at the National Hotel, a 
lieutenant in the Federal army informed us that Dr. 
Bose, of Falmouth, had told him that we were a jetted 
maniac. Then, upon the authority of Dr. Soott and 
Dr. Rose, we are ' flighty' and a * maniac,' and, of cousse^ 
we ought to be caged. If greater maniacs and more 
flighty persons than secessionists can be scared up 
this side of perdition, may all the heathen, civilized, 
Grecian, and Roman gods and goddesses pity th^n 1 

" We deeply regret the necessity of having to make 
these remarks; but slander after slandeor being hes^wd 
upon us, day after day £uid wedc after .week, we are tired 
of it, and are determined, if possible, to put a stop to it. 
And now we say to one and all of our vile, cowardly, 
worthless slanderers, that any human being who S9JB 
that we have at any time repc»rted Miy citizen of 
Fredericksburg, or that we have r€5)orted any man, 
woman, or child, male or female, black or white, south 
of Mason and Dijon's line, at any of the head-quartew 
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cf the Federal army, either in Virgiziia, at Washiiigtoii 
City, or elsewhere, or that we have ever written any 
letter or letters to any of the oj£cial authorities of the 
Federal Government, or to any private individual or 
individuals, implicating any human being, or that we 
have ever carried or sent any document or documents, 
or signed any document or documents, to be sent to 
the official authorities at Washingtcm City, or else- 
where, implicating any human being on earth, is an 
infofnuma Uar, 

" There is a great fuss made over the arrest of se- 
cessionists ; but when Union men were seiised and har- 
ried off to prison, nothing was said agaiiffit the oourse 
of action pursued by the Confederate authorities. This 
was all right: there was no sympathy for .the poor 
wives and children and friends of these Union men. 
Secessionists rejoiced at it, and said the physic was act- 
ing, was doing its work well, &c. &c. Secessionists 
can make their threats against Union men, and say 
what will be done with them when the Southern army 
returns to Fredericksburg, — that they shall be shot, oar 
hung, and that they shall never live in this community, 
— ^and Union men must submit to all these threats and 
every vile indignity and insult that can be offered by 
every worthless poltroon that drags his vile polluted 
carcass through Jthe streets of Fredericksburg, and 
Union inen dare not open their mouths in self-defence, 
for fear of being murdered by the Confederate sddiers 
when they 'come back*! 

" We feel truly aiorry that these terrible calamities 
have come upon us ; but we cannot help it We iqrmpa- 
thize with our fellow-citisens. We warned them of the 
danger, and entreated them to return to their former 
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loTaHy to the Gknrearmn^t. But tkey epumed ont 
c^smael and treated us as an enemy, and still seem 
determined to rush headlong into irretrievable ruin 
and drag every soul after them who will be influenced 
by their ungodly example. 

" In conclusion, we will just state that we have never 
been officious at any of the head-quarters of the Unicm 
troops since their arrival in Fredericksburg and its 
Ticinity, never having visited them except when busi- 
ness absolutely called us there. We have attended 
^oeely to oair own business, and have interrupted no 
one in atteiKUiig to his. Our sentiments we have writ- 
ten and published in the columns of tiie ' Christian 
Banner/ and for 'd<»ng this we hcdd ours^f indi- 
vidually responsible. If to be a Union man, a friend 
to our whole country, be a disgrace, then we are dis- 
graced, and we glory in it. If to advocate the cause 
a£ the Union, and to entareat Our fellow-citizens to 
respect and observe the Constitution of the Federal 
Government, to the ^d that our own section, our own 
beloved South, may be saved from total destruction, be 
treason, then are we a traitor. But to whom, and to 
what, are we a traitor? A traitor to Jeff Davis and 
his acobmplioes in treason ? A traitor to a man who 
mm never a candidate for his office b^ore the people 
of any State before the State of Virginia was tied on 
to the ' Southern Confederacy' ? A traitor to an an- 
ticipated Government, known and acknowledged by no 
nation of people upon the face of the whole earth ? A 
trait(^ to a set of leaders who swear that they will 
hang or drive out of their prospective kingdom or em- 
igre every man who is not a simon-pure unsuspicioned 
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•MMttonitt? A traitor to toutorsl A bt^itot to 
jbreason ! Heaveos I the whole cWge is a \>arIe8qQe 
vpoD traitors sad treaaoal" 



CHAPTER XXXIX. 

Ih the nmnber of tlie "Christian Banner" of July 
80, 1862, we reoeived and coj^ed into the columns o£ 
the " Christian Banner" the following extract from th* 
''Bichmond Dispatch" of the 23d of Jidy, 1862, on 
which we made a short editorial, both of which w« 
here insert First the extract: — 

"« MISDIRECTED PHILANTHEOPY. 

'''We noticed recently statements in Northeni 
papers that Messrs. Marye' and Slaughter, of Frede* 
ricksburg, had left that place to come to Bidbnond iri&i 
the view of obtaining the release of the Federal Brigft* 
dier-Qeneral Beynolds, who was captured in one of the 
battles on the Chickahominy, They w^e said to have 
been induced to do this in gratitude for the liberal and 
considerate manner in which Oeneral Bejmolds had gov* 
emed their city while under his command. It was 
further alleged that the citiz^is of the town, entertain-* 
ing the same feeling, urged the mission upon them, 

" ' It has been more lately stated by the same joumab 
that the committee of two had returned, dedaring thmr 
disgust with the Government at Bichmond, all access 
to which was closed against them. 

" ' Now, we do not believe all that the Yankee papery 
have said on the subject; but we suppose at least so 
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Audi k ^tme as reUtee to the expedition at ikt gere- 
^Htsmrnk named to this place. They no doubt stated 
their case to the proper officers; and tiieir appeal was, 
of course, rejected, as it ought to have been. Was not 
Gleneral Eeynolds in arms against us ? Did he not lead 
a brigade of cut-throats to take the lives of our brave 
soldiers, to subjugate us, and take possession of our 
property? Was he not taken in the field fighting 
against us? Why then is he to be entided to the 
commiseration of the Fredericksburgers and to dis- 
charge from the custody of our authorities? If he is 
kss a brute and more of a man than some of his col- 
leagues, he cannot be excepted from the treatment due 
an enemy, though he may be less execrated. But he 
is in very bad company, and must take pot-luck with 
them. The people of Fredericksburg may run over 
with gratitude, but nobody will be lost in admiration 
of the good sense displayed in the commission to this 
city in behalf of the man who led so many Yankees to 
desolate our country/ 

. ^''From the above it will be seen that the authorittes 
at Bichmdnd have very little sympathy for Oeneral 
Beynolds, notwithstanding all his kindness to the 
citiziBUS of Fredericksburg. ISurely, if the leaders in 
the Confederate army were sincere, and believed that 
they were telling the truth, when they delineated all 
tl^ crimes of abomination which the tlnion troops 
would perpetrate against women and citizens generally 
whenever and wherever they advanced into the country, 
ihey ought to feel thankful to God and to the Federal 
officers that the people in Fredericksburg have been 
dtalt with 80 tenderly. But General Eeynolda 'is in 
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rerj bad company, and, if he is less a brute ju^ iiK»r6 
of a man than some of his colleagues, he must take 
pot-luck with them.' This is the gratitude of the 
officials at Bichmond for aU the kindness shown to 
the citizens of Fredericksburg by General Reynold 
Wonder what they would do with some of the othw 
kind, sympathizing Federal officers if they had them 
in Richmond I They would have to take 'pot-luck' 
too, we guess." 



CHAPTER. XL. 



In the number of the "Christian Banner" of July 
SO, 1862, we published the following editorial : — 

"OATH OF ALLEGIANCB. 

*' The late order of General Pope has fiJlen like a 
thunderbolt from a clear sky on the citizens of this 
community. As long as they were allowed to talk 
treason against the Federal Government and threaten 
vengeance against Union men with impunity, they 
thought matters were going on very nicely. But when 
it comes to swearing, — ^to taking the oath of allegiance 
to respect and support the Government which has pro- 
tected them and all they possess from their cradles up 
to the time of this unprovoked rebellion,— they begin, 
to look with wonder and astonishment. And this be- 
comes the more terrible when they look at the dread 
penalty which is annexed to the oath if not respected 
by those who take it. 

"We heartily wish that all our citizens could oon^ 
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0tmitio«al7 take tbe oath «nd honeetlj observe it Ba4 
we learn that there are some who declare they cannot 
and will not take it. They say, ' It is hard for men to 
be Ibrced tram their homes.' Yes : this, we admit, is 
very hard; but then, on the other hand, it is very hard 
that a country like oars should be broken up by a set 
of unprincipled, aspiring demagogues. - It is very hard 
that millions of soldiers should be forced to leave th^ 
quiet, peaceful homes, their wives and children, ih^ 
Withers and mothenB, and all the blessings and comforts 
of life at home, and peril their lives in camp, on the 
battle-field, and die far away from home, friends, and 
rdatives, all on account of the diabolical ambition of a 
few wicked, God-forsaken usurpers. It is very hard 
Uiat our country should be desolated, and all our pri« 
vil^es, social, religious, and political, should be de» 
stroyed, by a set of disappointed tyrants. It is very 
hard that our dear sons, whom we love as we do our 
own heart's blood, should be immolated upon the ae* 
cursed altar of a band of ambitious traitors. All these 
tilings are hard, — yes, very hard; and yet the leaders 
who forced this state of things upon the country think 
it very hard that they should be subject to any incon- 
veniences or losses during the whole rebellion. 
^ ''But men talk about 'property' in this matter* 
What true-hearted patriot would throw his country 
into one end of the balance and a few goods and chat- 
tels into the other end, and then hesitate a moment 
which to choose? Would not every true patriot ex- 
claim, 'Our country forever!' 

'"But suppose we take the oath to respect and sup- 
port the Federal Government, and afterwards the 
Confederate army should return : then we shall lose all 
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our property, and, it may be, our Uvea into the bar- 
gain.' 

" Well, suppose you do not take the oatb of allegiance : 
you will forifeit all your property by refusing to take 
the oath and by going outside of the Federal lines; and 
if the Confederates return all your property will be 
destroyed anyway, except, perhaps, the ground upon 
which your houses stand: hence, if you go against 
your country, you will certainly lose all your property, 
and may-be your lives into the bargain, and, worse 
than all, you may die fighting against your own dear, 
heaven-blessed country. 

"By taking the oath of allegiance to the. Constitu- 
tion and support of the Federal Government, men may 
save their honor, their property, their Kves, and their 
country. And, remember what we say, this is but 
the beginning of the evils that are yet to come upon 
us if we continue in a state of ungodly rebellion* 
Men may stand upon their affected dignity until they 
see their country crushed, but dignified and titled ' 
pride will fall into muddy waters before this rebellion 
ends. If there should be a doubt, therefore, in the 
mind of any one as to what course he should pursue, 
we would honestly, before Gk)d, say, Let our country 
tave the benefit of that doubt. Our country first, 
our country last, and our country forever 1" 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TBM fiOUTtt SACRIFICED 



CHAPTER XLL 

"PBIYILEaBS ABUSEB.-^UIifDRIES. 

*' Since the occupation of Fredericksburg by the 
Federal troops, a quantity of goods have been brought 
to town, and vast quantities of them are said to have 
been sent on to Eichmond. In ccmsequence of which, 
the traffic, or speculations, have been suppressed by 
Gtjvernment; and we learn that no more goods will be 
allowed to come to town, except supplies for the army. 
If this be true, we shall soon see and feel suffering 
times in Fredericksburg." — Christian JBanner, JuLy 
30, 1862. 

"PUBLIC NOnCB. 

*'For the last eighteen monliiB we have been an- 
noyed and constantly insulted by a set of worthless, 
impudent, low-lived, contemptible, lawless boys, who 
visit our door and often so disturb us and our com- 
pany that it is impossible to enjoy any satisfaction 
with gentlemen who visit us. We have in one or two 
instances informed their parents, and all to no effect. 

"We now, therefore, give these hopeful candidates 
of 'hmvp and their parents public notice that if we are 
again interrupted or insulted by these said worthless 
scamps, they must take the consequences. We know 
the boys, and have got the proof." — Christian Ban* 
ner, August 6, 1862. 



M 



These boys, we believe, were influenced to this coura^ 
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of oondaet by their seee9h parents, because we were a 
Union man. Their conduct was absolutely intolerable 
both by day and- by night, as many of our visitors can 
testify. 

''The provisions embraced in the Constitution of the 
United States and the Fugitive Slave Law were the 
only securities and safeguards for the perpetuity of 
African slavery in the South. The seceded States, 
having repudiated the Constitution and the Grovern- 
ment of the United States, have virtually abolished 
African slavery by their own acts." — Christian Ban' 
ner, July 6, 1862. 



CHAPTER XLII. 

•'GUEKBILLA BANDS. 

'''Pabmsan rangers,' says Secretary Randolph, 
' require stricter discipline than other troops to make 
them efficient, and, without discipline, they become a 
terror to their friends and are contemptible in the eye 
of tiie enemy.' 

, "Who could have supposed, three years ago, that 
the citizens of America, — ^proud, happy, enlightened 
Amanca — oould ever have inaugurated a system of 
warfeure so barbarous, savage, and cruel as thia 
jPtternBo-Joni system, — ^a system, too, clothed with 
all the pomp, dignity, and importance whic^ the 
authorities of the Confederate States can bestow 
upon it? 
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*^TheBe bancb are 'a terror to their friends/ simply 
because no one can regard them in any ol^r light 
than legalized bands of highway-robbers, who would 
as soon take from friends as from foes. No man k 
si^e in a community where these guerrilla bands are 
allowed to prowl through the country with impunity." 
'^OkrUtian Banner, Jvly 6, 1862. 



CHAPTER XLIIL 



"EXAMINE THE LOOIO. 



"VntoiNiANS were warned that secession was the 
broad, sure, and direct road to universal ruin. They 
are nov) told that to continue in a state of rebellion 
against the Federal Government will certainly com- 
plete the destruction and general ruin which are now 
going on all over the State; and still the men who 
warn them of their danger are regarded by secession- 
ists as the worst enemies of Virginia, traitors ta Vir- 
inia and to the South, who ought to be poidshed with 
death, and shall be when the time comes. 

''Ministers of tiie gospel warn sinners to flee fr*om 
the wrath to come. They dedare to tliem that date 
wages of sin is death; that the way of transgressors is 
hard; that if they continue to rebd against the 
authority of Heaven they will certainly be lost forever. 
'It is all nonsense,' say sinners: 'these preachers «re 
all crazy: they are in league with his satawA majmijf^ 
iod want us all to go to hell.' 
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*' Jittt as oert^ly as that sinnois will be Icdt who 
refuse to repent and-* yield obedience to tibe word of 
God and the laws of Hearea, just so e^rtainly^ in our 
i^inion, will Virginia and Virginians be forevBT tecn^ . 
porally ruined, unless diey lay down the weapons o^ 
thor rebdlion against the Federal Government and 
speedily return to their former loyalty to the Constiti^ 
tion and (Jovemment of the United States. And be- 
cause we thus warn our fellow-citizens of the awful 
calamities which must certainly vi^t them if they 
remain rebellious, they regard us as their worst enemy. 
Are we indeed an enemy to our countrymen because, 
we tell them the truth?" — Christian Barmer, August 
6, 1862. 



CHAPTER XLIV. 

<«' CAN'T PISOEACS OURSELVES AND OUJft CHILDBSN BY 
TAKING THE OATH OF ALLEGIANCE.' 

'' Is it not passing strange, and a most ridiculous ides^ 
that men who have been protected by the Government 
tf the United States, ever since they were bom, in their 
persons, property, and every blessing, civil, political, 
social, and religious, which men can hold near and dear 
on earth, should now raise the Canting cry, ' We can't 
take the oath of alliance to the United States Qovem- 
ment; it would disgrace us and our children forever/ 
'Can't take the oath of allegiance to the Black B^fmb* 
Mean Abolition Government.' 'Can't take the oath 
of aU^iance to old Abe Lincoln.' 

''Men refuse to take the oadi of ail^^iance to suppcnif 
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tbe best Qovernuami in the world, — and one, too, nnder 
tke faltering care of which th^y have lived all their 
lives, — for fear by this act of being eternally disgraced 
and for fear of entailing infamy on their dear chil- 
dr^i I But they are not afraid of disgracing themselves 
and their dear duldren by taking the oath of aU^ianee 
to support an organized mob, the avowed design of 
whidi is to break np the Gkrvernment and to estabUsh 
a despotism more to be dreaded than death with all its 
horrors. 

'''Can't take the oath of allegiance,' to support a 
Government acknowledged and respected by all the 
ao,ikm» of the civilized world, but do not blush to swear 
allegiance to a prospective Government, which is neither 
acknowledged nor respected by any nation on earth, 
and perhaps never will be to the end of time. 

" ' Can't submit' to the administration of a man who 
was constitutionaHy elected by a large majority-vote 
of the American people, but are willing to submit to the 
administration of a man who received his appointment 
at the hands of a few arcA- traitors to their own Govern* 
ment, which they had sworn to respect and defend. 

"'Can't take the oath of allegiance to old Abe Lin- 
boln :' this would disgrace them and their children in 
the estimation of all honorable men ; but they can take 
the oath of allegiance to old JeflF Davis, which is honor- 
able, and entitles them and their children to considera- 
tion and position among all the respectabilities and tJl 
the first families of all nations, kindreds, tongues, and 
pBc^le who live and dwell and move upon the face of 
the whole earth ! What a pity it would be for seme 
men and their dear children to lower their standing,- 
position, and resptctahUity in society and among all 
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the re^i)ectabilUie9 of all tlie r^spdcta1:4e nations of 
the world, by taking tke oath of allegiance to the (Con- 
stitution of the United States t 

" For American citizens, who profess to be patriots, to 
abandon the Constitution and the Federal Government 
for a prospective Government to be established by a set 
of traitors, is as ludicrous as for men professing to be 
Christians to swap the Bible for the theological works 
of Thomas Paine." — Christian Banner^ Jubf 6, 1863. 



CHAPTER XLV. 

"FBEDERICKSBURG THREE YEARS AGO, AND FREDE- 
RICKSBURG NOW. 

" How very different was Fredericksburg three years 
ago from Fredericksburg now I Who could have sup- 
posed that such great changes could have taken place 
in so short a period ? Then she was a gay, feshionable, 
happy, and prosperous town ; now she looks as though 
the angel of death had passed over her and smitten tiie 
first-born of every family in town. In half a 'oentuiy 
from this time, Fredericksburg will be a large manu- 
facturing city, with five times the population she now 
has, or has ever had. Eemember the predi<^on I" — 
Christian Banner, August 6, 1862. 
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CHAPTER XLVL 

««ytBQIKIANS, PftSPAES FOB TflB WOlSTt 

'' Tta liaid for those who hare labored aad toiled hx 
years in order to accumulate the neoessariee of life, and 
"who bj the most rigid economj, imd in many instances 
by the greatest self-denial, have secored a comp^^ncy 
of this world's goods to sustain them in the decline 
of life and old age, to have it all swept from l^em, as 
it were, in a single day. But such is the present state 
of things. And, what is most provoking, the innocent 
in this infernal febdlion^ in many instances, will suffer 
equally with the guilty parties, if not more, 

** The action of a few leaders in the cotton States has 
involved Virginia in universal and inextricable ruin. 
The great w^th of Vii^nia, and especially of Eastern 
•Virginia, consisted principally in her slave popult^on* 
Thia portion of her wealth is irrecoverably lost. To 
think of ever recovering the slaves that have escaped, 
or shall hereafter make their escape, is absurd. Aod 
^ually felladous is the idea that tl)e rebellious owners 
will ever receive any pay for them. They are gone, — 
and from &eir former masters tjiey are g(Hie forever I 
That the whole of the slave population in Eastern Vir- 
ginia, with the exception of a few old, si^erannuated 
men and women, and a few children who have no fathers 
and mothers to aid them in making their escape, will 
ultimately leave, no sane man can doubt for a moment. 
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Then it is certain that by &r the greateet portioQ ci 
the wealth of Virginia ia already lost I lost I lost! 

^' Beal estate is the next species of property which 
is the most valuable in Virginia. To say nothing of 
the confiscation law, the jjanded estates in Virginia 
will, before the war ends, diminish at least one-half 
or one-third their original value. What will farms be 
worth without enclosures, houses, and even destitute 
<d timb^ in many instances to rebuild them? The 
whole oountry desolated, houses torn down, feoces de- 
■troyed, negroes gone, and most of the white male pecu- 
lation either dead or wounded and disabled for life*. 
This will be the condition, the destiny, of Virginia, 
whan this war shall have doeed; and no sensible maa 
will controvert it 

** In connection with this subject, we would ask, what 
is the money worth which is now in circulation in Vir- 
ginia? Confederate notes are worth nothing outside 
of the Confederate lines, and are worth notiiing inside 
of the Confederate lines except for present purposes ; 
and, let the success of the war be what it may, Con- 
federate noteS| as we have oft^i said, can never be re- 
deemed. This money will ultimately be a dead loss to 
individuals who have it on hand. Even Virginia 
money is greatly below par now; and what it will 
Anally be worth is altogether a matter of wild specu«* 
lation. 

''In addi t i o n to all this, Virginia ia now, to a oon- 
aiderable extent, maintaining both the Federal and 
Confederate armies. How long wiU it take two such 
armies — say a million and a half of men and horses — 
to eat Virginia out of house and home ? All the pro- 
duce which was niised last year, and all that ia being 
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raised the present year, will soon be ^aten np and oon- 
samed, and but little preparations are being made for 
crops next jear; and what, we ask, will become of the 
dtizens of Virginia during the next eighteen months 
or two years? Terribly dark is the picture to con- 
template; and, in addition to all this, there are many 
eakumties more fearful than any yet named, and of 
which we tremble to think, and forbear to mention, but 
which will certainly befell us if this wicked rebellion 
continues. And we repeat that, in the face of all these 
tilings, many of our citizens continue fixed, firm, and 
steadfast in their course of rebellion, — determined, if 
possible, to break up the Government, annihilate the 
BepuUic, and estabHsh the reign of anardiy, guerrilla 
despotism, and terror, all over the land. We do most 
devoutiy joay that those of our fellow-citizens who are 
n<Hi givwi aitirely over to judicial blindness, hardness 
of heart, and reprobacy of mind, will think more se- 
lio/wAj, calmly, and dispassionately, and withal more 
sensibly, on this subject, and renounce and denounce 
this most unholy rebellion, and return to their duty as 
loyal citizens. 

''We say, therefore, let "Virginians prepare for the 
worst ; for, under the most favorable circumstances in 
which this subject can possibly be contemplated, all 
hands must go to work. Males and females, young 
and oldj those who have been rich, as well as the poor, 
all must henceforth go to work. Therefore, let all 
hands roll up their sleeves and pitch right in.**^ — Chris* 
UUn Banner, August 6, 1^2. 
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CHAPTER XLVn. 

"WONDEEFUL TO TELL. 

*' Oh last Batordaj morning our attention if as called 
to a crowd of contrabands, which bj tar surpassed 
any thing we have seen daring the war. An elegant 
oarria§e, drawn by two splendid horses, came rolling 
into town, and halted in front of General Patridc's 
head-quarters. Being induced by cariosity to look into 
the interior of the carriage, we discovered that it was 
thoroughly filled with female contrabands and children. 
The women were sitting up, fanning themselves, and 
looking as aristocratic dis if they belonged to the 'first 
£&milieB of Virginia,' and no doubt but what they had ; 
but, alas I the primitive glory was rapidly departing, 
as it is from most of the proud, aristocratic first fami- 
lies of Virginia, that good old State, sacrificed on the 
unhallowed altar of would-be petty tyrants and con-^ 
temptible demagogues. The whole retinue bdonging 
to the carriage, including the driver and a companion 
seated by his side, numbered ten contrabands in all. 
We learned from the party that the carriage and 

horses belonged to Mr. , of Caroline county, who 

* had' been their master, and who was at home when 
they left, and was, perhaps, asleep, as they skedaddled 
while it was yet dark. 

"In company with the carriage-party there was an 
ox-cart, drawn by four large, fat oxen, filled with fur- 
niture, and about fifteen women and small children on 
top. There were others on horseback. In all, we 
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learned that there were between twenty and thirty 
eontrabands, all of whom had belonged to cme man, as 
did aldo the carriage and horses, and cart and oxen^ 
and all left the owner in one single night I The whole 
lot of negroes, carriage and horses, cart and oxen, 
three years ago would have commanded in actual cash, 
at the lowest calculation, twenty-five thousand dollars, 
and all gone in a single night I 

"Virginians are being reduced to the most abject 
poverty. This, we must remind the reader, is^ part 
and parcel of the promised glories of secession. Let 
iih&wise leaders in the damning work of secession now 
come forward before the dear people^ — ^liie hard-workinff 
yeomanry of Virginia, — wid give an account of their 
stewardship. How tiie citizens of Virginia can longer 
tolerate these men, who must be either /oob or knaves^ 
or both, is one of the riddles of riddles to us, and 
one which we cannot solve, except upon tha prin« 
dple of the old Boman adage, 'Whom the gods in* 
tend to destroy they first make mad/ And still the 
dear people seem bent and determined on following 
their political and spiritual guides, even if they land 
them in temporal and eternal ruin. 

''Great numbers of contrabands are flocking inta 
town, — ^more for the last few days than usual, owing, we 
suppose, to the report that l^e Southern army is re* 
turning to town, and the n^roes are trying to maka 
Adr final eixit before it arrives. 

*' What a change of things in Virginia ! Negroes 
riding in fine carriages, while their masters and rma* 
tresses are left at home to cut the wood, milk tha 
cows, 'tote' the water, cook the victuals, sweep the 
i^rs, and nurse die diildren ! An4 still thqr shoal 
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liosannaa to seoaBsion, to old Joff D^vis Aitd tbt 
glorious Southern Confederacy! The reactic«i moat 
come, it will come ; and then woe be unto the leadens" — » 
Chrutian Banner, August 16, 1862. 



CHAPTER XLVni. 

"«r NEVER EXPECTED IT WOULl) COME TO THIS.' 

''A QENTLEMAN and a friend of ours from the oountry 
observed to us in our office the other day, in ooorse ol 
conversation on the gloomy appearance of afiiairs, thai 
he 'had no idea things would turn out aa theyliave,' 
when he was advocating secession and when he Woted 
for it.' With a deep sigh, and a downcast look, he 
exclaimed, ' I never expected it would c(»ne to thia,' 
'No,' he added, 'I never expected this.' Thousaada 
can say the same thing now. Why, then, hold on to 
the abominable doctrine of secession, — ^the abominatioPi 
of desolation? Why not abandon the accursed evil, 
and at once take a decided stand in the ranks of k>yi^ 
citizens? 

'' The leaders in this rebdlion had no idea lliemselveo 
that tilings would turn out as they have done. If men 
had honestly and without a doubt believed thai seoea* 
sion would have caused the death of their dear chUdreni 
the abolition of their slaves, and the general ruin of 
their country, would tiiey, could they, have advocated 
and voted for secessicm? And would they have de- 
nounced those who were opposed to secession as traitora 
ai^ Abolitionists, and have foroed ^em to vote wh/otheir 
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fiiey wislied todo so or not? Common sense say?, No? 
every sympathy of humanity says, No. These same men- 
are daily and hourly seeing and feeling the results of 
seoession ; and we now tell them plainly that the half 
has not been seen and fdit unless they renounce their 
rebellion and return into the Union and do their duty 
as loyal citizens. 

'^Men see and feel the blasting, withering, and deso- 
lating eflfects of secessicwi everywhere, and still they 
persist in saying, 'We'll soon whip them out; well 
hare Washington soon ; we'll get all our negroes badt, 
or get well paid for them ; well keep fighting on until 
tke last man m the South is killed out ; we'd rath^ 
see every thing in ashes, every soldier killed, the 
whole country annihilated, tiian ever to return again ^ 
into Uie Union/ 

^' Was ever such folly and madness heard of, read of, 
or thought of, since Qod made man, as l^e folly and 
madness which spring from seoession? 
- '" I never expected it would come to this.' Tl^ou- 
sands can now say this, and they are saying it every 
cby. We never expected ' it would come to this.' No : 
iite chamj^on leaders, the arcA-traitors in this terriUe' 
rebellion are as much disappointed in their calculations 
and expectati<Mis as ar^ the great body of tiie p^ple 
whom they have deceived. They never expected tilings' 
irould take tiie course and produce the results which^ 
ihey have done. Virginians never expected to see HoAt 
beautiful towns desolated, their fsmns laid waste, 
iiieir property scattered like diaff beHi^e the wind, 
their slaves leaving them at will and marching off 
nerver to return again, tiiar diildren sacrificed and 
1iittoh«Md like sheep ier the iluj^rt^v 13^ seiiv. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



484 THJI COMKAACY UHTEILID. 

expectdd that Virginia would become the battle-field 
and the borial-ground of a great iiaticmaL revolatioiu 
No : Virginiana never expected any of these tbixigs. 

*' Six months ago, the Becesaicmistain our town laughed 
at the idea that the Union troops would ever get to 
Fredericksburg. They never exp^ted things would 
come to what they have; and it would have bem dan*, 
gerous for any one to have predicted the present state 
of affairs in town. They now see with their eyes, 
and hear with their ears; but all seems to make littlo 
or no impression on their minds and hearts for the 
better. They see with their eyes, but cannot pwceive; 
they hear with their ears, but cannot understaiid* 
They obstinately refuse to contemplate the ultimate re- 
sult of things dispassionately and impartially. If this 
rebellion should continue twelve months or two or 
three years longer, the horrible scenes which will be 
acted out will be without a parallel in the history of. 
the world. The simple circumstance of slaves leavings 
their bwliers will be regarded as an insignificant trifle 
compared witli other things which will happen, 

" The whole colored peculation of Virginia is bei^Hnii^ 
alarmingly demoralized; the spirit ctf insubordination 
and rebellion against the authority of their maat^S; 
is constantly being (femonstrated in our midst* This is 
obvious to ail perscms. There are but few white meo- 
in Virginia apart from the army, except (4d men and 
invalids. The most of the white male population of 
Virginia is in the Southern army. When^ therefore, 
this spirit of rebellion in ihie colored populatioii becopaea 
fully rife, what will become of these <^d m^^ and in*- 
valkls? and, worse than ajl, what wiU beocnoe of he)p* 
less wometL and innooant ddUren? Ih9 f ul^jpe is a 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



picttcfd torribld to cont^platd, to avert wliicb, 0vexy 
semible maa and wonum in ihe wlu>ie constry should 
exert his or her undivided and untiring infiuoice. Tba 
half had neiiii^ been seen, heaxiiy not Mt, if Hm re^ 
hellion continue twelve months or two c^ three years 
longer. Remember, fellow-citizens, what we say ; and 
may the Lord grant you wisdom and understanding 
before it is finally too late !" — Christian Banner, August 
13, 1862. 



CHAPTER XLIX. 

"RESPECTABILITY. 



'^Oke of our country Mends infoms us that hb hewd 
a prominent citizen of Frederic^burg, and a member 
of the har^ say that Hhere are not more than four men 
of respectability in the town erf Frederictebarg who 
are in fevor of the Unidn' oi* of the Federal Qoverm^ 
inent. The gentleman and ihe Union men of Frede^ 
ricksburg may only differ on the simple question. What 
is respectability? Of course, all lawyers are men of 
tespectainlity. They never twist, turn, nor change 
Iheir political sUxtus, or position! The fixed and im^ 
mutable laws of nature may change, but lawyers, 
never! They are always men of respeotability! This 
fs a fixed, undeniable faot: th^efore it is useless to 
look for a Union man among thenu All leading seoes- 
sionists ar^^ men of unquestioned respectsbility : they 
never change their political principles, do they ? They 
Wf ^ey wffl rule cn^ ruin; and tb^ swear that tii^ 
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viH stick up to Hbmr text, if Aey drag tiie wlnite ^(kH 
keadlong to fadl with ihemseives. Who c»xi, henceforth 
Mid for ev^rmorOy qneetion the respectohility of lawyam 
Mid leading aeceasioniate?" — OitiMiarh B&mner, Jkify 
14,1862. 



CHAPTER L. 

•'POOR WHITES LOYAL. 

"A oomEESPONMarp of the New York ^Herald' 
Bays,— 

" ' Out of one hundred and twenty citizens of Sperry- 
Tille who have taken the oath of allegiance within t^e 
laat two days, there are fifty who ctuinot write ibeir 
Bamea, The whites, as a rule, are loyal; and but few 
0f ih^n will be sent South/ 

*' What a glc^rioim eulogy this correspondent passeii 
on 'poor whites'! They, 'as a rule, are loyid/ The 
poor white classes are honest, loyd, and wcmld do their 
duty w^e it not tor the intrigue, deception, and dam^ 
mable villany of designing men, who, taking advantage 
of ihe position whidi they occupy in society, impose 
upon the ignonmce and credulity of the 'poor whites.' 

" ' The poor whites, as a rule, are loyal :' by inference, 
therefore, the rich, white respectabilities are traitors 
io their country. The men who have involved tJie 
poor, loyal whites in this awful ;rebeUi(m are Senat<Mrs, 
Congressmen, L^pslators, members of conventions, 
lawyers, preachers, clerks/ office-hdiders, and office^ 
ee^kers^ who, having 90 offioe, and finding and 1e3h^w* 
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lAg.ib to "be hard to xtXL tod shiBe ifritlbot meaw to 
ophold them in their extravagaacea, jHreaohed seoMmom 
to the poor loyal n^hites, and, by fiEur piomia6% 
doquentepeediee, aod terrible threats, involved theea 
in ruin, with the vain hope of obtaining the ridi apoik 
of Qovenunent and honorable positions for th^nselves^ 
"Why, then, should men who are trying to 'crush 
out treason and put down the rebdlicm,' as they Call 
it, seek the couiuiel of the rich, treasonable respect 
abilities of 'rebeldbm? Sovcj wealth and poeiUon, 
though dathed in the long black robe of trecuon, suek 
thanm eu to attract amd aUure into their influent 
e p eeulitUd iofaltiff"'^Ckri$tian Bamnfyer^ A'ugu^i 13^ 
1862. 



OHAPTEE LI. , 

"THE UNION AS IT WAS. - ■ . 

. " 'Lbt us have the Union as it wa«u Give m bjftdc 
the old Union, with all our rights and infttitutiQUS, mi 
we will be satisfied.' 

" Are sec^asionista in earnest when tjiey apeak tiins? 
Did t^ey not ha^e ti^ Umoa, the. old Unmi^ tha Union 
aa it waa, with all tiieir rights, privileges, and inalitttf 
tions, religious, political, social^ and domestic? Thejr 
did; and still they were not sai^isfi^ed. After millions 
of doU^ns have been i^^ent, and hundreds oi thois»nd$ 
of lives have been sacrifiQed,*-«d&er a nation has been 
b^^tised in blopd, the^ innoo^t blood of its noblei^ 

S7* 
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acMMy — after tbe peace and happinete of thirty mfllitmB 
of people have been destroyed, — after the pall of gloom 
and sorrow has envelc^ed the whole nation, — ^wh«a sad- 
ness is depicted in every countenance, and erery heart 
throbs wiUi grief, — ^for the instigators and leaders in this 
awful tragedy to talk about getting back tine old X7ni(m 
— the Union as it was— is an absurdity in thought. 

*' Disappointed in their ambitious and wicked attempt 
to break i^ the Qovemment and to destroy &q (dd 
Union, the Union as it was, — ^and fedling to estiJ^lish a 
negro-oligarchy upon the ruins of liberty and tiia 
downfall of a free and independent Government, iherf 
pry out, ' Give us the old Union, — ^the Union, as it vna, 
— and we will be content.' 

''When the leaders in this wicked rebellion shall 
have restored to the Government every dollar that has 
been expended in putting down this rebellion, and 
shall have refunded to the people of the seceded States 
every dollar they have spent in carrying on this rebel- 
lion, — ^when they shall have restored to all the weeping 
widows and orphan children their murdered husbands 
imd fathers, — ^when they shall have given back to heart- 
stricken parents all their sons who have &llen and shall 
yet fall in the battle-field and with disease occasicnied 
by this unjust war, — ^in a word, when the guilt and 
iitain of the last drop of innocent blood of all who have 
fiedlen in death, produced by this unh<dy war, shall have 
been wiped from their guilty souls, and when this yfkiAB 
country, shall have been restored just as it was bef<»re 
this war began,^-1hen, and not until th«i, may tiie 
leaders in this rebellicm exxpeet to get bade the Uniciiy 
the old Union, just as it was. 

"The Union <»n never be restored just as it 
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be restoired back to the living ; the sorrows and afflic* 
tioMs of the injured living can never be healed ; iha 
demdishod towns, villages, dwellings, and the deeo* 
kted oonntry, can never be restored just as they were 
lMi£are the war oommenced. The thousands of slaves 
who have already escaped, and those who shall yet 
escape from thdr owners during this war, will never 
be Tetnmed to thdr masters. The kind fselings and 
friendly rdatio&s which existed betweoi the people of 
Hie North and the people of the South b^ore thk wear 
b^^r will not be restored, during the present gene^ 
ittticm at least. These things are all impossible : hence, 
to talk about getting back the Union, — ^the old Union, 
-—the Union just as it was, — ^is folly, is nonsense, is 
absurdi is impossible." * 



CHAPTER ML 



OEDB& TS rBra)EBI0SSBI7SG DUBINa THB TflOB 1<HB 
Town YfM OOeUFIED BT OUft TR(K»«. 

Fbbvioub to the arrival of the FedOTal troops in the 
town of FredBTiciabvag and its vicinity, sece^ioniets 
had reported that wherever tiie Union troops went, they 
committed all kinds of depredations and outrages on 
^udi property and persons ot dtizens. Hence the 
genend panic among the people generally, and the 
faoude portion of the population particulariy, at the 
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advance of the UnioQ troc^ oq fVedaiSekabiDrg iii 
April, 1862. Instead, however, of the depredations and 
outrages being perpetrated which meet of the citizens 
seeooed to have anticipated, the officers s^peared to do 
every thing reasonable cuad consistent with their posi- 
tion to conciliate the good feelings of the citbens. Pri- 
vate fooperty was not only respected, but BBtUxsoxmly 
guarded by the troops, and men wece eneouxaged to 
attend to their lawful, usual avocations^ But we are 
Borrj to say that the very kindness of the Federal 
troops seemed only to provdce the leading seceesioniate 
to feelings of greats viudictiveness than ever, if possible, 
against the officers, the soldiers, cmd the Federal Gov-* 
emment, and certainly more 50 against -the Unioa citi- 
zens of ihetoiim. The reader may judge of the order 
observed in the town of Fredericksburg from the foln 
lowing editorials which we published in the "Banner,'* 
and which if they had not been true would have been 
contradicted by all parties: — 

"We have lived in Fredericksburg sixteen years, 
and have never witnessed our towii more quiet, during 
the whole time, than it has been since the arrival of 
the Fedend army. General Patridk is oertainljr a:fine 
disciplinarian, and his men kn6w hoW to depc^ them- 
selves. We sincerely hope that quiet and good ord^ 
will continue ; and we cion£dently bdieve ihsy will,' so 
Icmg as General Patrick and his commarid remain."-^ 
Christian BanneTf May 27, 1862. 

Owing to the insults which w«:e offiared to iibe Fede^ 
ral soldiers and the indignities which were leaped cm 
the flag of the Union after the arrival <& th^ ITjiiiHi 
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-troops at Fredericksburg, by way of a friendly lint we 
wrote the following : — 

'' Every cause must and will produoe its legitimate 
effect : if, therefore, persons [citizens, we meant] do not 
y/nak to be insulted, they must not provoke insults. 
We make this remark by way of a friendly hint to all 
ihoee persons who are seeking notoriety by offering 
insults to others, thereby rendering themsdives supremely 
ridiculous in the estimation of all wise and prudent 
persosft, both male and female." 

"Military Governor. — ^We regretted when we 
learned that General Patrick was going to leave town, 
there being such excellent order during his administra- 
tion. We ar§ happy to learn, however, that General 
John P. Reynolds is one among the very best of men, 
and a fine general, and therefore sincerely hope and 
confidently believe that the same good order will be 
maintained as has been heretofore. We most devoutly 
wish that all our citizens may co-operate in endeavor- 
ing to maintain good order in town. Mobs, even on a 
small scale, are very much to be deplored in any com- 
munity of good citizens." — Christian Banner, May 
31,1862. 

" We are happy to say that since' General Reynolds 
lias been in command in Fredericksburg the same good 
order has been maintained in town as was observed 
jduring the administration of General Patrick. Truly 
the citizens of Fredericksburg have abundant reason 
for gratulation in having two such accomplished gene- 
rals to preside over them, taking care of their interests 
and saving them from insult and injury, from any and 
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an sources, so &r as their hiowledge and jtir isd ig ti oti 
extend* We hope that General Beynolds and staff 
may remain in their present position until the war in 
Virginia shall have closed, or until the civil shall take 
the place of military authority. And we do most 
earnestly trust that all our citizens, male and female, 
old and young, will co-operate with the military au- 
thorities in maintaining good order.** — Christian Ban- 
her, June 7, 1862. 

The following brief paragn^ may ttq>]|dii tli^ 
reason why we liirew out the "friendly hint" of wfaioh 
mention is made in a foregoing paragraph : — 

"UNION FLAG. 

"Some of the festidious female populati(Mi of our 
town leave the side-walks and cirde around into the 
streets, to avoid passing under the Union flag. We 
have heard it suggested, however, that none of the 
ladies belonging to the ^ite doss of the community 
have manifested such stupidity. Of course, none bat 
the lower class, the poor, uneducated, would be guilty 
of such folly. Here we drop the subject for the 
reader's reflection." — Christian Banner, Jvly 20, 1862^ 

««MIIJTAET 60VSEN0B. 

" Major Livingston, recently military gov«m6r of 
this place, has be^ succeeded by Captain John Mans* 
field, provost^marshal of General King's divisioih 
Governor Livingston was peculiarly felicitous in his 
policy of administration, and accomplished a great deal 
of business during the short time he remained in (^oa« 
Oaptain J. B. Oook, parovort-Biarelial, ma acrtn^oeaerh 
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glsHCp Qod perseyariQg ia ferreting out nuisazicea and 
001868 to our town ; and both Governor livingston 
and Cbiptain Cook merit the unqualified commendation 
q£ our citu^ns generally, for their inde&tigable asei* 
duity in uuuntaimng good .order in our town during 
the short period they held command, 

" Captain John Mansfield, our present provopt-mar* 
ahal and military governor, has made a very consider- 
able beginning in clearing the town of some of thQ 
ourses yet remaining in the place, having already cap- 
tured six oases and one barrel of liquors, which he has 
handed over, we presume, to the proper authOTitieSt 
We confidently believe, from what we have seen, thai 
Governor Mansfield will spare no labor in his endeavors 
to maintain good order in town, and sincerely hope that 
all our citizens will co-operate with him in his ^orta 
to do BoJ^^-^ChrUtiafi Banner, Jime 24, 1862, 

. "General Patrick has returned to Frediericksburg, 
and, we learn, will be military governor of our town. 
It will be remembered that he was the first military 
govemar of Fredericksburg after the surrender of the 
town to the Union troops ; and his popularity is pro- 
verbial. We are gratified to learn that he will take 
command, and hope that he may be successful as for- 
merly in maintaining good order in town." — Christian 
Banner, July 30, 1862. 

Colonel H. Kingsbury was the last military gov- 
ernor of Fredericksburg. He was acting at the time 
the town was evaooated by General Bumside. Suffice 
it to say tliat Colonel H. Kingsbury was a gentleman* 
^ We hoped and .prayed that the mildness and kind 
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treatment of the officers and the good deportment of 
the soldiers of the United States army towards ih^ 
seoeesionists and the citizens generally of Fredericks^ 
bnrg would win secessionists over to the canse of the 
Union. But they did not. Ephraim is joined to his 
idols: let him alone. And so it is with leading seoea- 
sionists: they are given over to judicial blindness, tiiej 
are joined to their demon idol secession: let them alone. 
The more you try to conciliate, harmonize, and com- 
promise, the more determined they seem to be in their 
awful work of utter and general ruin. They construe 
the very kindness of their friends into cowardice and 
treason against Jeflf Davis and the Southern Confe- 
deracy. Our heart's desire and prayer to God is that 
our countrymen, our brethren and kinsmen according 
to the flesh, may be saved. 

We feel it to be our duty to make the above state- 
ments, in testimony of the course of conduct pursued 
towards the citizens of Fredericksburg by boUi officers 
and soldiers during the time the United States troq»i 
held command of that town. We have written the 
truth, the statements of any others to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 



CHAPTER LIIL 

"SLAVES SEEKING FREEDOM. 

"Since the surrender of the town of Fredericksburg 
to ikkQ Federal authorities, hundreds of scorvantB have 
Idft their nuttters and gone io aadc tha M*f«*pfl^ of 
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toetbrn. Thbosaiids of ^bi&ta iqaj find, yrbm it is too 
kte, thAt the anticipated Ueesings of freedom will r%^ 
•olt Uke the anticipated glories o^ seceesion. The one 
idea with them is fi-eedom: all other Ueanngs will 
fellow ae a matter <^ course. 80 it was with secession- 
ists : just secede, and jump into paradise." — Giruticm 
Banner, May 9, 1862. 

««QnXBBILLA WABFASS. 

" This is a kind of irregular mode of carrying on war 
by the constant attacks of independent bands. It was 
adopted in the North of Spain during the Peninsular 
War. Guerrilla warfare is nothing more nor less than a 
legalized system of plunder, highway-robbery, murder, 
and assassination, and none but humans demomzed 
would inaugurate a mode of warfare so revolting to 
humanity, civilization, Christianity, and the honorable 
modes of warfare. 

"We learn that some cowardly scoundrels are ren- 
dering themselves notoriously and eternally infamous, 
by sneaking through the country during the dark 
hours of night, and by violence taking men from their 
homes, their wives and children, and dragging them 
either into the army, or having them sent to Eichmond 
for imprisonment, simply because they won't shout 
hosannas to secession. There is an hour of terrible 
retribution awaiting such characters." — Chriitian 
Barmer, May 20, 1862. 

«<8TAMPEra OF SLAYXS. 

'' ThcQssnds of negroes in Virginia are taking leave 
<tf their ownem, aad are gcAug they know not where. 
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Borne say they are going 'Norf/ where they aotkipaia 
an admittance into the ante-chamber of heaven, there to 
remain till the doors of the New Jerusalem are thrown 
wide open, when the champions of Abolitionism will 
give them an introduction to the highest dignitaries of 
the unknown world. 

"We most devoutly trust that Abolitionists will ge^ 
their satisfetction of 'niggers/ Yes, they now have an 
unmistakable oKKJrtunity of developing their long* 
pent-up fountain of sympathy for the 'poor opi^ressed 
negroes of the South.' Let them now untie their purso- 
strings and scatter their money broadcast for the dear, 
darling idols of their hearts. What a pity that ab 
many servants who have kind masters to feed, clothe, 
and look after their welfexe, should be so foolish as to 
forsake all, to go in search of greater pleasures at the 
'Norf'I 

" It is precisely like the folly of secessionists. They 
had comfortable homes, and were enjoying every bless- 
ing that a free and intelligent people, it seems to us, 
could have wished. But they were not satisfied. 
Driven to madness by ambition to reign, rule, and 
govern all things and all people, they plunged them- 
selves into ruin, and have dragged the whole country 
along with them. And still they rant and swear that 
they are right, notwithstanding thousands of fully-de- 
veloped foots stare them in the fece, rebuking them 
for their supreme folly and unparalleled wickedness. 
Never was the old Roman proverb more cl^urly illus- 
trated than it is in the present case of the leaders of 
secessionists, that 'Whom the gods wish to destroy 
they first make mad.' And holy writ sa^ys, ' For this 
cause God shall send them strcn^ d)eIuak>oa». th^Jl^y. 
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amy believe a He, iSksi they all may be danmed.* **— « 
ChriiHan Banner, May 31, 1862. 

<«KORTHSBN HSN SECES8I0NHI9S. 

" ScMne of the most violently envenomed secessioniste 
in ODT whole community, daring the great straggle of 
X8^ and 1861, were Northern men. If the whol§ 
South had belonged to them, they could not have put 
on more important aira than they did. Southern 
me4 ]^ho .feel, a devotion to the South of which these 
men are incs^ble, have been the subjects of their 
taunts, sneers, and insults." — Christian Banner, Jvly 
80, I86a. 

The following concise letter may explain to the 
reader some of our persecutions which were observed 
by the Union troops during their stay at Fredericks- 
burg. How sincerely it was appreciated by us, the 
reader may well imagine when he reflects upon the 
many sore trials we had to endure, and the gloomy 
circumstances which constantly surrounded us: — 

*' [To Uit Editor of the * Christian Baiuier.'} 

«Oamp KiTK78 XiKo, Va.» 

" Me. Editor :— I have just been looking at the latest 
fesue of your valuable and patriotic little. papw; and, 
amongst my thoughts, I was thinking of what yo» 
have come through since tiie so-called secession of the 
Sotrthem States. But may God prosper you in your 
undertaking, and bring you safely through all your 
revised and troubles. 
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• ^ Whm this unholy war kepded^eufidpeaoeiertca^ 
then can the citizens of Fredericksburg see thcar IpUj 
clearly, and that, in the end, all will be for the best. 

"Let the citizens, talk and lie of you as they may, 
your little paper shows your sentiments, and in the 
end you will be justified. Wherever we may go, our 
hope is that you may continue in your good work, 
and, by your diligence and perseverance, you may wia 
back a great many to the Union. 

" By a Member of CoMPAishr A, 

"23DREtfTNXa V." 

Christian Banner, July 30, 1862. 

By whom the above letter was written, W6 have 
never been able to learn. 



CHAPTEB LIV. 

UNION ELEMENT OP THE SOUTH. 

That there is and always has been a strong XTnion 
element in the South, is beyond a doubt. This ele- 
ment, however, is kept latent, because, by force of 
circumstances, it cannot be developed without making 
victims of the loyal men, as they would, be sacrifioed 
on the unholy altar of treason and traitors if they were 
known to be Union men. "If this Union feeling 
exists," say some, "why is it not developed as the 
United States troops advance into the rebellioua 
States ?" Simply because Union men have not oonfi.* 
dence in the ability of the Federal army to hold the 
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■ terri faory nrliidbt thqr trice> For example r tf tiie TJnioa 
jQEien in Frederickabcu^ could have known poBitirelj 
tiiat Ae town never would have hem evacuated by the 
JJmxm taroope^ and that the Ocmfedarate army would 
never have returned there, thm th^re would have been 
fk motk fidnrong^ ITnioti elemait developed "at once than 
there has been since. This we positively know to be 
oorreot. 

It was reported by secessionists on the arrival of the 
Union tro(^ at Fredericksburg, in April, 186^ that 
there were not more than one or two Uniiw men in 
town, — ^that the whole community was a nnit on seces- 
sion ; and this, as we were informed, was the impres* 
mon constantly sought to be made on the minds of the 
Unicm troops by secessionists ; when, in fact, iK>thing 
was more false. When General Bumside evacuated 
the town, there were mwre ihan fifty men who left Fre- 
deridcsburg and its vicinity on account of their Union 
sentiments. A number of others, who were as true to 
the Union sA heart, no doubt, as those who lefli, -w&ee, 
by force of circumstances, oc^pdled to remain, but^ 
not having committed themselves so thoroughly, hoped 
to be able to escape the penalties for treason against 
Jeff Davis and the Southern Confederacy ; and we hop^ 
they have esqsqped punishment. We were truly scarry 
ibr ihem, and de^ly regretted that they could not 
leave when we did. 

Secessionists, knowing that they are above suspidon 
with their own party, and holding all the ofSces in 
towns and communities, are always first and for^aost to 
impose themselves on the Federal troops when the latter 
advance into the territory of the rebellion. Whereas 
Unioa mai, for fear of being suspioi<Hied and reported 
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hf Booemoniats, aot^ as a general rale; ntdi more re^ 
Berre. And hence the firet impreaBions thatave nuide 
on the minds of die Union trtx^s for the moet paort 
when tiMy first enter a community, are made hy eeo»3- 
sionists, who declare that there n xk>'' respectable 
Union" inflifenoe in the commamty. And afterwaixisi 
if loyal men express Union sentiments. Union ttoopt 
think they are dissembling, and will perhaps give ihem 
the ^'cold riioolder/' which disheartens the Umcm 
citieens and tends to crush out the loyal fodings which 
th^ have. 

Especially are Union men intimidated when tiiey see 
no difference made between th^nselves imd the mo«i 
violent secessionists by the oiB^rs of the Federal army, 
and hearing it repeated that the ** Yankees don't think 
half as mudi of Union men as they do of secessionists^'* 
because they believe they are "hypocrites;" and, fear- 
ing that the Union soldiers will leave, and that tiie 
Confederates will return, they are awed into submisrion 
by the infernal rod of tyranny which is constantly 
being held over them by secessionists, who threats 
what shall be done to them and with ^bem " when the 
time comes." We are not guessing at things now, but 
writing what we believe and know to be fs^cts. There 
are numbers of Union men all through the seceded 
States who are- afraid to commit, themselves^ knowk^ 
the terrible consequences which would fblkw if they 
should be suspicioned, reported, and convicted l^ tbdr 
sece^ neighbors of disloyalty to Jeff Da^is and the 
fiouthom Confederacy. The people know that they 
have been swindled out of all thdr rights and privi- 
leges, but they know, likewise, that they bar* no re^- 
dress uncbr present circumstances, and must 4h^r«fera 
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takmk in sOfiiiod io &e lAany ten thnissnd Knongs 
whidb have been foroed and heaped upon them. Thej 
eoemseceBsion, and bate it worse than ihey canhaU^ 
very dml hin%¥^. But tbej oan't help tbemselveB* 
What can they do bat submit ? 
. The UnMm feeling in the South is very considerable, 
and should be leunredly respected and encouraged by 
tine United States Qovernment. Suppoee this rebellion 
should not be put down, and that Jeff Davis should 
suoceed in permanently establishing his Mnpire: what 
will become of the Union men of the South and of the 
thousands of refugees who have been driven from their 
homes and families and forced to leave all their pro- 
perty, and every interest they have on earth,- behind? 
Must they all beo(»ne totally bankrupt, and retuin to' 
live among a people to be insulted, persecuted, pro- 
scribed, and degraded, they and their children, for- 
ever ? The thought is revolting. What then ? Must 
they, by Ibsce of cirqumstances, seek new countries and 
b^gin the woirld anew with all the infirmities of age and 
hdpless feunilies ? Surely this cannot be, unless justice 
has taken its everlasting flight from the abode of 
mortsJs. 

But this is not alL Should the United States Gk>v« 
eminent fail to crush <mt this rebellion, the whole 
ooun<^ in process of time will t>ecome disintegrated 
and broken up, so that not only the Union men of the 
South, but the whole oi the free States, will become the 
vaasab of this great n^o-digarchy. Hence it be- 
ccHnes a question ol dignified importance for 1^ most 
serious and profound consideration of the people of the 
£rae States, as wdlas of the Union men and refugees 
of and from the South. 
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W«, tbenfare, argoe tlist with ftU true patnofa and 
friends cxf liberty there ahoold be bat one party, until 
thiB gigantic and wicked rebellion is pat down; and 
liiat pi^ty should be the unocnnprcnnising Union party* 
Let all other subjects and questions for the time-being 
be merged into this one a22-absorbing consideration, 
the salvation cfthe Union. Let every lover oifreedomf 
evQTj £riend to his countryi and every friend ta. 
humanity say, The UniUm must and ahall hepreserveiL 
U this be not done, then America will become a land 
qf $lave$ indeed. Let the m^/ro ^pjt^tion in this great 
struggle be forgotten, and let the whole race be trans* 
pcMrted to Africa when the proper time comes, where 
they BOW ought to be, and from whence they should, 
never have been brought. We can live, thank Grod,. 
without negroes to wait upon ns, but we cannot live 
without a country 1 With true patriots this is no war . 
about the " infernal nigger." No : it is a war between 
dupotiam and freed&m, — ^between tyrants who are seek- 
ing to overthrow the Bepublic and all the rights of 
freemen, and the friends of liberty, who are fighting ' 
and trying to save them. The question is not whether 
negroes shall he made free, 6t^ whether free white men 
AciU be m^ide slaves/ ThUisthe qttestionfyfhenhirlj 
stated and correctly understood. Give us poverty, 
but give us freedom I Heap labor and toil upon us, 
but let them be made tolerable by the blessing of free*, 
dom. Strip us of all the plunder and tra^h of earth, 
but as long as heaven's own light shall shine upon our 
pdth, and the branches of the tree of Am^erican liberty 
shall wave over our head, securing to us the freed<n9& 
of speech, the freedom of the press, and the freedom . 
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of action, we can endure all the ills of life. In a 
word, give us Uberiy^ or give us death. 

In conclusion, we would say to the people of the 
South, You confided in your political leaders and 
spiritual guides, and they abused your confidence. 
They deceived you, and their deception, consummated, 
has involved our country in civil war, has desolated 
Virginia, and sacrificed the South upon the accursed 
altar of their unhallowed ambition. If they did this 
thing ignorantly, they are no longer worthy of your 
confidence; and if they did it knowingly, they are less 
worthy of it: so that under no circumstances are they 
worthy of your regard. They forced upon you seces- 
sion, revolution, and civil war. They promised you 
peace, and have given you war; they promised you 
plenty, and have given you destitution ; they promised 
you independence and freedom, and have fastened 
upon you military despotism; they promised you a 
permanent basis for the security and perpetuity of 
your slave property, and have virtually emancipated 
all your slaves; they promised you prosperity and 
happiness, and have given you desolation, lamentation, 
and woe; they promised you national honor, and 
have forced upon you national degradation; they 
promised you day, and have given you night; they 
promised you light, and have given you darkness; 
they promised you bread, and have given you stones ; 
they promised you fishes, and have given you scor- 
pions; they promised you life, and have given you 
death. All these things have your leaders done. 
They have deceived you, swindled you out of your 
rights, your freedom, your property, and your hap- 
piness. Abandon them; be led by them no longer; 
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Jifmanwcm seeeiskm « a dedDj pmm, and letarii 
to your former loyaltj' to joor coontrj. Stive the 
Union, and you mxve the South /-deetray the Union, 
and you destroy the South. Stand by the 0ni6n nntil 
yoa die, — ^noi that yon love the South lees, but the 
Union more. Leagna not with specriatorsy bankers, 
atock'holdersy involved merdtants, disaf^inted office- 
seekers, aspiring demagognes, ambitioas tyrants, poli- 
tical tricksters, clerical koaves, and damnable trai^rs^ 
to overthrow the Govemmoit^ to destroy the Union, 
and to annihilate the Soatlu 



THB END. 
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